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Dovid Lichtenstein: the message of the Maaleh Geira
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NEW REPUBLIC

How Older Parenthood Will Upend American
Society

The scary consequences of the grayest generation.

December 6, 2012
by Judith Shulevitz | photo credit: Vince Bucci/Getty Images

Over the past half century, parenthood has undergone a change so simple yet so
profound we are only beginning to grasp the enormity of its implications. It is that
we have our children much later than we used to. This has come to seem perfectly
unremarkable; indeed, we take note of it only when celebrities push it to extremes —
when Tony Randall has his first child at 77; Larry King, his fifth child by his seventh
wife at 66; Elizabeth Edwards, her last child at 50. This new gerontological voyeurism
— | think of it as doddering-parent porn — was at its maximally gratifying in 2008,
when, in almost simultaneous and near-Biblical acts of belated fertility, two 70-year-
old women in India gave birth, thanks to donor eggs and disturbingly enthusiastic
doctors. One woman'’s husband was 72; the other’'s was 77.

These, though, are the headlines. The real story is less titillating, but it tells us a
great deal more about how we’ll be living in the coming years: what our families and
our workforce will look like, how healthy we’ll be, and also — not to be too eugenicist
about it — the future well-being of the human race.

That women become mothers later than they used to will surprise no one. All you
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have to do is study the faces of the women pushing baby strollers, especially on the
streets of coastal cities or their suburban counterparts. American first-time mothers
have aged about four years since 1970 — as of 2010, they were 25.4 as opposed
to 21.5. That average, of course, obscures a lot of regional, ethnic, and educational
variation. The average new mother from Massachusetts, for instance, was 28; the
Mississippian was 22.9. The Asian American first-time mother was 29.1; the African
American 23.1. A college-educated woman had a better than one-in-threechance of
having her first child at 30 or older; the odds that a woman with less education would
wait that long were no better than one in ten.

It badly misstates the phenomenon to associate it only with women: Fathers have
been getting older at the same rate as mothers. First-time fathers have been about
three years older than first-time mothers for several decades, and they still are. The
average American man is between 27 and 28 when he becomes a father. Meanwhile,
as the U.S. birth rate slumps due to the recession, only men and women over 40 have
kept having more babies than they did in the past.

Copyright © New Republic
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Family Planning:
May a Couple Delay Having Children?

Is it permissible for a newlywed couple to delay having children for a number
of years after marriage?!
This question touches upon two halachic issues:

1) The mitzva of va11 19, which requires one to procreate;
2) The requirement to fulfill mitzvos promptly, when the opportunity pres-
ents itself, without delay.

I. Defining 121199

The Sefer Ha-Chinuch lists procreation as the first of the Torah’s 613 commands,
citing the verse, 12m 119 mpHx onY Mx1 pHR oMk 7121 (“God blessed them, and
God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply” — Bereishis 1:28). The Chinuch
describes this mitzva as a nov1y mxn (“great mitzva”), similar to the term na1 mxn
used by other Rishonim in reference to this mitzva.?

The Mishna in Yevamos (61b) cites a debate between Beis Shammai and Beis
Hillel as to the number of children one must have in order to fulfill the mitzva.
Beis Shammai maintains that one must have two sons, whereas Beis Hillel rules
that one fulfills the obligation of va1 119 when he begets a son and a daughter.
The halacha follows Beis Hillel's position (Shulchan Aruch, E.H. 1:5).

A later Mishna in Yevamos (64a) establishes that a man who has been mar-
ried for ten years without children must either divorce his wife or marry an
additional wife in order to bear children. This halacha is codified in the Shulchan
Aruch (E.H. 154:10), although the Rama adds that common custom allows one to
remain married to his wife despite her infertility. The Rama also notes (citing the
Rivash) that even according to the original halacha, one was required to marry
a different woman only if they did not have any children at all; if they had a son
or a daughter, then even though the man has not fulfilled the mitzva of yam 1o,
he would not be required to marry another woman to produce more children.

1. Our discussion here assumes that the husband and wife use contraceptive means that are
halachically permissible. We will not discuss here the various options for contraception
available to an observant couple.

2. See Tosfos in Gittin (38a), Shabbos (4a), and Pesachim (88b), and Rashba, Shabbos (4a).
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The Avnei Neizer (E.H. 1:1:8) explains this ruling based on the halacha that one
is not required to fulfill a mitzva if it entails a great expense (see Shulchan Aruch,
0.C. 656:1). Divorcing one’s wife certainly qualifies as a “great expense,” and thus
one is not required to undertake this drastic measure for the sake of the mitzva
of yam1 1Ma. The requirement to marry a different woman was established only to
avoid the grave situation of a person leaving this world without any oftspring.?
Therefore, as long as a man has begotten at least one child, he does not have to
divorce to marry another woman, even if he has not fulfilled the mitzva of 119
.

The Avnei Neizer in this context also cites the ruling of the Talmud Yerushalmi
that both Beis Shammai and Beis Hillel stated their views only on the level of -na%
nn (the preferred standard of mitzva observance). Beis Shammai concedes that
Tay>72 (after the fact), one fulfills his mitzva by producing a son and a daughter,
and Beis Hillel concedes that 7ay»13, one fulfills the mitzva by begetting two boys.

In summary, then, it is clearly a mitzva for every man to have children —
specifically, at least one boy and one girl, although he may also satisty the obliga-
tion by begetting two boys.

I1. pnxnd prvpn prar — Mitzva or Mussar?

The Gemara in Pesachim (4a) establishes the well-known halacha of pr»pn pr
nnxn?, which requires the prompt performance of mitzvos. The beraysa cited by
the Gemara rules:

NNRNY PRYTHN PIITY RHR ,0HMH w3 1910 DY 9

Although a bris mila may be performed at any time throughout the child’s eighth
day, it is proper to perform the mitzva as early in the day as possible, in the inter-
est of mpar (“alacrity”). The beraysa cites as the source of this halacha Avraham’s
rising early in the morning after receiving the command of the akeida in order
to comply without any delay (79122 nnnar nown — Bereishis 22:3).

The Meiri (Yoma 28b) offers the following explanation of this halacha: “The
entire day is suitable for a circumcision...but it is nevertheless appropriate...
to perform it early in the morning, in order not to appear slothful [>vnn] with
regard to it...” He similarly writes in Horiyos (10b), “One should not delay per-
forming a mitzva, because this is the way of one who does not perform the

3. The Avnei Neizer notes in this context the example of yibum, where the Torah sus-
pended the prohibition against marrying one’s brother-in-law in order to ensure that
the deceased’s name will be perpetuated through the children born to his widow and
his brother.
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mitzva with lofty intent, and rather performs it in a manner of alleviating a
burden and through rote performance.” It is clear from the Meiri's comments
that he viewed yn»1pn prr as a general religious ideal, as opposed to a strict
halachic requirement.

Tosfos, however, appears to have understood differently. The Mishna in
Shabbos (130a) cites the well-known view of Rabbi Eliezer permitting Shabbos
violations even for n%n »»win — preparatory stages of circumcision, such as
transporting the knife through the public domain. According to Rabbi Eliezer,
since bris mila itself overrides the Shabbos prohibitions, the preparatory stages
also override the laws of Shabbos. Tosfos raises the question of why Rabbi Eliezer
does not require bringing the infant to the place where the knife is located, rather
than bringing the knife to the child. Carrying an infant through a public domain
is forbidden on Shabbos only by force of rabbinic enactment, as opposed to car-
rying inanimate objects, which is forbidden on the level of Biblical prohibition.*
Seemingly, then, even according to Rabbi Eliezer, one should be required to
carry the infant to the knife, rather than carry the knife to the infant, in order to
reduce the level of Shabbos violation. Tosfos answers that Rabbi Eliezer allows
carrying the knife because this is faster than carrying the child, thus allowing
for prompter performance of the mitzva.

According to Tosfos, then, the concern for prompt performance of the bris
mila justifies desecrating Shabbos according to Rabbi Eliezer. Since Rabbi Eliezer
permits violating Shabbos for all needs directly associated with the bris mila, he
also permits violating Shabbos in order to perform the mila in a prompt fashion.

Tosfos’ comments reflect the perspective that pn»1pn prar is more than a
general religious value. Rabbi Eliezer does not permit violating Shabbos for
the sake of upholding general religious values; he sanctions Shabbos violations
for the needs of a bris mila. Necessarily, then, according to Tosfos, pn1pn prt
means that a mitzva itself requires promptness. The requirement of mr is built
in to the mitzva itself, and is included as part of the obligations of the mitzva. As
such, this requirement overrides the Shabbos prohibitions according to Rabbi
Eliezer, just like all other necessary aspects of the circumcision.

A possible basis for Tosfos” outlook is the Gemara’s discussion in Pesachim
(68b). The Mishna there establishes that when Erev Pesach falls on Shabbos and
the korban Pesach is thus slaughtered on that day, the sacrificial fats (and other
parts of the animal that must be burned on the altar) may be offered on the altar
that day, as well. Although the fats of a sacrifice may be placed on the altar the

4. This is due to the halachic principle of mxy nx ®wn n, which indicates that a human
being in a sense “carries himself” such that the one who carries him is not, technically,
considered to be transporting him.
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night after the animal is slaughtered, and thus this part of the process could, in
theory, be delayed until after Shabbos to avoid Shabbos desecration, it is nev-
ertheless done on Shabbos, since the optimum time to burn the fats is the day
when the sacrifice is slaughtered. The Gemara cites Rabbi Shimon as inferring
from this halacha the rule of nnywa mxn nvan, which literally means, “A mitzva
is especially beloved in its proper time.” Rashi comments that this law is derived
from the verse in Sefer Bamidbar (28:10) which says about the Shabbos musaf
sacrifice, ymawa naw ny — “The Sabbath offering on its Sabbath” — indicating
that the sacrifice should be offered in its entirety on Shabbos, even those parts
which could otherwise be delayed until after Shabbos.

As in Tosfos’ case, we see here that the prompt completion of a mitzva justi-
fies even Shabbos desecration. This would seem to suggest that the requirement
of promptness does not merely steem from the general religious value of zeal
and alacrity, but is rather integral to the mitzva and part of the obligations it
imposes.”

II1. my9r at the Expense of 1710

Several Acharonim address the question of whether the requirement of prr
nnxn? p1pn overrides the value of enhancing mitzvos. If a person must choose
between performing the mitzva now or performing it on a higher standard later,
should he perform it now in the interest of mrar, or should he delay it in order
to enhance its performance?®

One might, at first glance, draw proof from the Mishna’s ruling in Yevamos
(39a) that in a case of yibum, the oldest brother of the deceased should preferably

5. The question remains as to why the Gemara must infer the concept of prTpn prr
from a Biblical source once it has already established the law of nnywa mxn nan, which
requires promptness even at the expense of Shabbos desecration. Rav Avraham Erlinger
(Birkas Avraham, Pesachim, 105) suggests that whereas pm7pn prar establishes the gen-
eral requirement to fulfill mitzvos in a prompt fashion within the designated time for
the mitzva, nnywa mxn nan establishes that a mitzva should be performed at its proper
time even at the expense of competing factors.

Other sources, however, indicate that the terms Pn7pn Pt and nnywa mxn nan
are actually interchangeable and refer to the same concept. For example, the Rashbam
(Pesachim 105b), commenting on the Gemara’s ruling that a person with just one cup
of wine should use it for kiddush on Friday night, writes, pn>Tpn pran nnywa mixn nanT
menY. This is also the implication of Rav Yosef Jikitila in Kelalei Ha-Mitzvos (1t 1),
where he cites the Gemara’s ruling concerning the fats of the korban Pesach as one of the
Talmudic sources for pn>1pn pran. See also Teshuvos Chasam Sofer, O.C. 17.

6. See Chacham Tzvi (106), Shevus Yaakov (1:34), Panim Meiros (2:1), and Nishmas Adam
(68:1).
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marry the widow, but if the oldest brother is away, the younger brother is required
to perform the mitzva. Rather than wait for the oldest brother to return so the
mitzva could be performed on the ideal standard, the younger brother should
marry the widow. The reason, the Gemara explains, is jnwn X9 mxn mnw (“we
do not delay a mitzva™). This would appear to prove that a mitzva should not be
delayed for the purpose of performing it at a higher standard.

Indeed, the Magen Avraham (25:2) cites the Gemara’s comment as the source
for the Rama’s ruling that a person who does not have access to a tallis should
not delay putting on tefillin until a tallis arrives. Although the tefillin should
preferably be worn only after one has donned his tallis, the Rama rules that the
mitzva of tefillin should not be delayed for this purpose, and the Magen Avraham
bases this ruling on the principle of yrnwn &Y mxn mnw, citing the discussion of
the Mishna and Gemara concerning yibum.

According to the Magen Avraham, then, the Mishna’s ruling is based upon
and reflects the principle that a mitzva should not be delayed for the sake of mmn
mxn, enhancing its performance.

This view appears in an earlier source, as well. The Sefer Chasidim writes

(878):

A person should not delay a mitzva for that which the Torah said, “This
is my God, and I shall glorify Him” — [referring to] performing mitzvos
for Him in a glorious fashion... A person should not say, “Although
I have a tallis to purchase, I will wait until I can obtain an especially
beautiful tallis” Rather, he should immediately purchase a tallis, even if
it is not especially beautiful...

The Sefer Chasidim cites in this context the verse in Tehillim (119:60), X9 'nwn
Pnnxn MY naninnn, which describes the value of rushing to perform mitzvos
without any delay.” In his view, the value of promptness in performing mitzvos
overrides the value of enhancing mitzvos.

The Panim Meiros (2:1) supports this view (which he cites from the Avodas
Ha-Gershuni) on the basis of the Mechilta’s famous comment on the verse oninm
nmxnn nr (literally, “You shall guard the matzos”™ — Shemos 12:17) that it should
be read as mmxnn nx onw. The Mechilta explains:

R AMR NVY TPV MXNN R DR ROR,MINAN DR PRANN PR T2 8NN PRIANN PRY 77D

Just as precautions must be taken to ensure that the dough for the matza
does not become chametz, similarly, every mitzva opportunity must be
seized promptly, to ensure that it is not squandered.

7. Ibn Ezra indeed interprets this verse as referring to the concept of nnxn? prrpn prar.
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The Panim Meiros notes that this inference at first glance seems unnecessary
once we have already established the rule of nxnb pr1pn prar. Evidently, he
claims, this rule of mxnn nx pxmnn pr adds that a mitzva opportunity must not
be delayed even for the purpose of waiting to perform it at a higher standard.
The Mechilta thus establishes this precise point — that the concern for prompt-
ness overrides enhancements of a mitzva — based on the verse nnxnn nx onnw.

The conceptual basis of this view may be that a delayed mitzva is inherently
defective. Rav Yitzchak Hutner (Pachad Yitzchak, Pesach, 1) notes that when
a person delays the performance of a mitzva, he not only fails to achieve the
desirable goal of m1, but he also performs the mitzva in a deficient fashion.
This concept, Rav Hutner explains, is what the Mechilta seeks to convey through
the analogy to chametz. Delaying a mitzva’s fulfillment has an adverse effect
on the mitzva itself, turning it “sour” (pxmnnn), just like delaying baking causes
the dough to ferment. Accordingly, we can easily explain the view of the Sefer
Chasidim that one should not delay a mitzva for the sake of enhancing it. As the
delay itself “corrupts” the mitzva, there is no sense in delaying it for the sake of
enhancement. And, as the Panim Meiros explains, this concept is derived from
the pasuk, mxnn nx onmw, which compares mitzvos to matzos, warning that
delaying a mitzva has a corrosive effect and undermines its quality.

I'V. When Slower is Better

A different conclusion emerges from the comments of a number of Rishonim
explaining the Mishna’s ruling concerning yibum. The Terumas Ha-Deshen
(35) explains that the younger brother should marry his widowed sister-in-law
instead of waiting for the older brother because otherwise the mitzva might go
unfulfilled. Since there is no guarantee that the older brother will return, the
younger brother is instructed to marry the widow to ensure that the mitzva is
performed.® Similarly, the Nimukei Yosef explains the Gemara’s reasoning based
on the fact that the widow is forbidden to remarry until one of the brothers
marries her or performs chalitza, and we thus do not delay the yibum in order to
avoid a situation of 1wy (in which the woman is “chained” and cannot marry).
According to both these interpretations, generally a mitzva should be delayed

8. 'The Terumas Ha-Deshen proves his reading from the fact that the Mishna speaks of a
case in which the older brother is in n Ny — overseas. It is only in such a situation,
when the older brother is overseas and there is thus a reasonable chance that he will
never return, that the younger brother is instructed to marry the widow, whereas if the
older brother is away but not in a distant land, the mitzva should be delayed until his
return.
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if this is necessary to perform it at a higher standard, and the Mishna’s situation
regarding yibum marks an exception to this rule.?

Consistent with his comments in this context, the Terumas Ha-Deshen else-
where (269) rules that if the day for a firstborn’s pidyon ha-ben (the 31 day) falls
on Shabbos, the pidyon ha-ben should be delayed until Sunday. Although it is
possible to perform the pidyon ha-ben on Friday and stipulate that it should
take effect on Shabbos, it is preferable to delay the mitzva so that it can be done
properly, with the berachos and a festive celebration. The Terumas Ha-Deshen
writes that although generally a pidyon ha-ben should not be delayed passed the
31% day, “nevertheless, we find that several mitzvos are delayed in order that they
can be performed properly, appropriately, and in an enhanced manner”

The rationale behind this ruling, it would seem, is that the quality of mmr
is not compromised by delaying a mitzva for the purpose of enhancing it. The
requirement of mrr means performing a mitzva at the earliest possible time,
and the time when one is able to perform the mitzva at the highest standard
may reasonably be regarded as the earliest possible time to perform the mitzva
properly. Compromising the standards of one’s performance of a mitzva to avoid
its delay does not qualify as mmr. As long as one does not unnecessarily delay
the mitzva’s performance, he is considered 1 and satisfies the requirement of
mixnY PPN Proan.to

V. 111 nb pRY man

Until now, we have assumed that the principle established by the Gemara in
Yevamos, 1pnwn Y mxn mnw, is essentially the same as nmxnb pTpn prar, and

9. Later (O.C. 426:2), the Rama rules that one should delay the recitation of kiddush levana
until Motzaei Shabbos, so that he can recite it when he dressed in his fine clothing
(unless it is already the 10" of the month or later, in which case he should recite it
immediately to avoid the risk of missing the final time for kiddush levana). As Rav
Yaakov Emden notes (Mor U-Ketzia, O.C. 25), this ruling is based upon the Terumas
Ha-Deshen’s position, and the Rama’s comments thus seemingly contradict his ruling
(as understood by the Magen Avraham) regarding the donning of tefillin without a tallis.
Possibly, the Magen Avraham understood that if one does not have his fallis, he cannot
be assured that he will have one later, and he should thus put on tefillin rather than risk
forfeiting the mitzva. If so, then the Rama accepts the Terumas Ha-Deshen’s premise
that one generally should delay a mitzva to perform it at a higher standard.

10. We should emphasize that this approach does not depend upon the aforementioned
debate between the Meiri and Tosfos as to whether pn1pn prar should be viewed as
a general religious value or as a requirement inherent to the mitzva. Regardless, prr
PTpn means performing the mitzva as soon as one can, and thus it does not require
tulfilling a mitzva before one is able to perform it on the preferred standard.
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thus the controversy surrounding its scope reflects different opinions as to
whether yn1pn prar overrides the value of performing a mitzva at the highest
possible standard.

However, the Birkas Avraham (Pesachim 105b) cites Rav Baruch Ber Lebovitz
as distinguishing between these two concepts. Rav Baruch Ber explains that prar
PPN applies when a mitzva is to be performed within a certain time-frame,
and it requires one to perform the mitzva as early as possible within that period.
Bris mila, for example, must be performed on the child’s eighth day, and the
concept of pn»1pn Prr requires the father to perform the mitzva as early as he
can that day. The Mishna and Gemara in Yevamos, however, speak of a much
different situation — a mitzva to which no particular time-frame is assigned.
Halacha does not specify when yibum should take place, but simply requires that
it be done. The rule of jpnwn XY mxn mnw applies to these situations and forbids
delaying the mitzva. Once a person becomes obligated in a mitzva, he must
attend to his obligation as soon as he can, without delay, and this, according to
Rav Baruch Ber, is the meaning of y»nwn &9 mxn »mnw.!

We indeed find several sources indicating that delaying a ynr n% prw mxn con-
stitutes a mxn 9107, the neglect of a mitzva. For example, the Rambam (Hilchos
Mila 1:2) writes that if one did not undergo circumcision as an infant, once he
reaches halachic adulthood, he is obligated to have himself circumcised, and he
is guilty of neglecting this mitzva each day that passes without his undergoing
bris mila:

12 Y NNINN YVIAN RIN N INRY DR 5197 RDY 97000 1YY 712w 0PI 0y Hn

After the eighth day, the obligation of mila is a yat 0% prw m¥n, and according to
the Rambam, one is guilty of a nwy nmen 5va1 — neglecting the mitzva — each
day that he does not fulfill the obligation. Presumably, this should apply to all
situations of a1 n% PRW Mxn, as Rav Baruch Ber contends.

The source for this principle might perhaps be found in the Gemara’s discus-
sion in Shabbos (131a-b). The Gemara there raises the question of why Rabbi
Eliezer does not allow violating Shabbos in order to tie tztzis to one’s garment or
affix a mezuza to one’s door, just as he allows Shabbos violations to prepare for

11. See also Dibberos Moshe, Yevamos (15 nyn).

It should be noted that Rav Baruch Ber’s approach runs in opposition to the afore-
mentioned comments of the Terumas Ha-Deshen and Nimukei Yosef, who explain »nw
1w R men as specific to the context of yibum, either because the older brother might
never return or due to the need to avoid a situation of 17»y.

12. The Rambam then adds that one does not become liable to kares for neglecting bris
mila unless he dies without ever having undergone circumcision. The Raavad disagrees,
claiming that one incurs liability for kares each day that passes.
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other mitzvos. Rav Yosef suggests that Rabbi Eliezer may have assigned a lower
stature to these mitzvos, such that they cannot override Shabbos, because px
1 onY Map — they have no set time when they must be fulfilled. The underlying
rationale of Rav Yosef’s explanation, it would seem, is that since these mitzvos
could just as well be fulfilled the following day, there is no justification for des-
ecrating Shabbos so that they can be fulfilled now.

Abayei, however, retorts:

RN PINT RNPWI RNPY 93 J0T BNY YI13p PRTN ,NITTR

To the contrary, since they have no fixed time, every moment is the time
[for the mitzval.

According to Abayei, when one is obligated in a mitzva with no specifically
assigned time, he is guilty of neglecting the mitzva each moment it goes unful-
filled. As such, Abayei contends, the fact that yor nnY yap pr should dictate
overriding the Shabbos prohibitions for the sake of immediately fulfilling the
obligations of tzitzis and mezuza. (The Gemara therefore gives another reason
for why Rabbi Eliezer does not allow violating Shabbos to affix tzitzis to a gar-
ment or a mezuza to a door.)

The Gemara appears to accept Abayei’s objection, and thus might provide a
source for the Rambam’s view that one violates the command of mila each day
that he does not undergo circumcision.!

Another possible source for this principle is the Gemara’s comment in
Megilla (3a) establishing that the reading of the Megilla on Purim overrides the
avoda, the sacrificial rituals in the Beis Ha-Mikdash:

97N RIPN PINYY PRI INTIAY PHVIAN 191D

The Gemara proceeds to note that on the basis of this halacha, it was determined
that Megilla reading also overrides the mitzva of Torah study.

Tosfos raises the question of why the Megilla reading would necessitate sus-
pending (y>van) the avoda. Certainly, there would be plenty of time left after
the reading to perform the required rituals. Tosfos answers, “Since the time for
the avoda begins at daybreak, and they leave it for the sake of the [ Megilla] read-
ing, this is considered ‘suspending’ [9v2]” According to Tosfos, the Gemara
establishes that the avoda should be delayed, not suspended, for the sake of

Megilla reading, but this is nevertheless regarded as %1071 because the mitzva

13. As the Sefas Emes there notes, however, Tosfos, in explaining Rav Yosef’s argument,
states that one is not considered in violation of the command of mila each day he does
not undergo circumcision, in opposition to the Rambam.
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is being delayed. Rav Yosef Engel (Gilyonei Ha-Shas, Pesachim 4a) draws proof
from Tosfos’ comments that even one who delays a mitzva is considered to have
violated the command.*

The Rambam explicitly applies this concept to the topic under discussion —
the mitzva of 2 1Ma. In Hilchos Ishus (15:2), he writes:

WY MEN HVIAN TP AT N NVR RWI R NIV DIVY 1YW 1)

Once a person reaches the age of twenty without marrying, the Rambam writes,
he has neglected the mitzva of procreation.

The Chazon Ish (Taharos, end of Maseches Nega’im) discusses this issue at
length and concludes that indeed, one who delays a ynr n% prw mxn has vio-
lated the command. He adds, however, that if one delays the mitzva for another
mitzva, or even to avoid a financial loss, he is not in violation of the command.

VI. Conclusion

It certainly appears based upon what we have seen that one may not delay having
children if there is no genuine need to do so. The mitzva of vam 1o falls under the
category of ynr nY PRW Mxn, and, as noted, several sources indicate that one may
not delay the fulfillment of such a mitzva without a valid reason. The Rambam
applies this rule to delaying marriage, and it seems reasonable to assume that
this would also apply to a married couple considering waiting before having
children, and all the more so. Additionally, the concept of nnxn% pnr1pn Prr
should also seemingly require performing this mitzva — like all mitzvos —
without delay.

We conclude with the opening comments of the Shulchan Aruch to the Even
Ha-Ezer section:

W DIRI AN 7192 POIY IRV N HIT,MIAI MIAY 7T NWR RWY DR Y 17N
IRIWM PHNONY N1°9WH DN ,MNTA DR VYNNI ,DNT

Every person is obligated to marry a woman to procreate, and whoever
does not involve himself in procreation is considered as though he mur-
ders, minimizes the image [of God], and causes the Divine Presence to
leave Israel.

14. See also Dibberos Moshe, referred to in note 11 above.



