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Selected audio from our listeners
Last week's show
Comments regarding last week's show 1 click here
Comments regarding last week's show 2 click here
Comments regarding last week's show 3 click here
Comments regarding last week's show 4 click here
Comments regarding last week's show 5 click here
Comments regarding last week's show 6 click here
Comments regarding last week's show 7 click here
Comments regarding last week's show 8 click here
Comments regarding last week's show 9 click here
Comments regarding last week's show 10 click here
Comments regarding last week's show 11 click here
Comments regarding last week's show 12 click here
Comments regarding last week's show 13 click here
Comments regarding last week's show 14 click here

Comments regarding last week's show 15 click here
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Questions of the week- Answers

Answers to the questions 1 click here
Answers to the questions 2 click here
Answers to the questions 3 click here
Answers to the questions 4 click here

Answers to the questions 5 click here

Comments on the show

Comments on the show 1 click here
Comments on the show 2 click here
Comments on the show 3 click here
Comments on the show 4 click here
Comments on the show 5 click here

Comments on the show 6 click here
Comments on the show 7 click here
Comments on the show 8 click here

Comments on the show 9 click here

Comments on the show 10 click here
Show suggestions

Show Suggestion- Divulging Due Dates click here

Show Suggestion- Moshiach click here


https://drive.google.com/file/d/15QnRWfYVLvHDIAeHA3x73nY6KD6ubmHF/view?usp=sharing
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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions
Shalom R' Dovid,
Thanks for your amazing show. | enjoy listening every week.
Regarding the two Shailos/Kushyos you asked last week.

Firstly, you asked that according to the Mishneh Lemelech that a single witness in
Medinas Hayam is able to prevent the Mayim from being Bodek the Sotah, why can the
Bo'eil himself not count as a valid Eid since we can apply Palginan Diburah to his
Eidus? Excellent kushya! That is the Kushya of the Minchas Chinuch 365:30 on the
Mishneh Lemelech and he uses this to disagree with him. However, if you look in the
Mishneh Lemelech himself you will notice that he disagrees with the Rashba (1:552) in
applying Palginan Dibura here because if we were to believe the Bo'eil that she was
Mezaneh but disregard his Eidus on himself (and interpret his words that she was
Mezaneh with someone else per Palginan) then his Eidus would not correlate with that
of the Edei Stirah who say that she had Yichud with the Bo'eil. In other words, the Edei
Stirah are testifying that she had Yichud with the Bo'eil but the Bo'eil is saying she was
Mezaneh with him, but the Beis Din cannot accept his Eidus on himself (Ein Adam
Meisim Atzmo Rasha) so they re-interpret his words (per Palginan Dibura) that she was
Mezaneh with someone else. But this is unacceptable because the Eid Tumah has to
be testifying about the same person as the Edei Stirah. So the Mishneh Lemelech
rejects applying Palginan Diburah here and hence according to his own Shitah he does
not have this Kushya.

And regarding the second kushya of why the Sotah is rewarded with children when she
clearly was Oveir on the lIssur of Yichud Deoraisa: My chavrusa R' Yoni Sagal
suggested a beautiful idea that we find in the Torah that lack of children causes tension
between husband and a wife whereas having children brings Shalom to the home. For
example, when Rachel Imeinu could not have children it caused tension between her
and Yaakov Avinu. Similarly, when Leah had her third child she called him Levi because
Atah Yilaveh Ishi Alai (Yaakov Avinu would be more with her). Also, Rashi says on



Vehayu LeBasr Echad that this is referring to having children - a home is more whole
when there are children. So my chavrusa suggested that perhaps her having children is
part of the function of the Mei Sotah bringing Shalom between the husband and wife. It's
not there to reward her for acting improperly Chas Veshalom but instead to strengthen

the bond between the couple.

Again, thank you for your show and your great work! Looking forward to hearing more

from you.
Kol Tuv and Hatzlacha Rabah.

Michoel Stein

Comments on the show

| heard a similar story to the beautiful one you said over with Rav Aharon Leib zt"l that

he didn't let the Principal throw out a kid from Yeshiva if he didn't daven for him.

The Gadol asked the Principal or Rebbe what color eyes the kid has. When they
couldn't answer, the Gadol said that obviously they never really sat down with the boy
and had a heart-to-heart talk to him so they have no right to throw out the kid.

You know they say that the Alter asked Rav Hutner for his mother's name to daven for

him.

With regard to the Chazon Ish's Shita about not hating even a big Rasha, in a similar
vein but not exactly, | remember reading, | think in Maaseh Ish that someone mentioned
Ben Gurion's name and then said Yemach Shmo. The Chazon Ish said that you can't
say Yemach Shmo on any Jew because if he would die, his brother would have to do
Yibum (if he's willing) and Yibum is L'hakim Shaim so you can't be Frummer then the
Torah.

Thanks for the shows; | always love!

Yaakov M. Berger



Gutte Voch Reb Dovid.
Regarding this week's episode

1. Regarding the fellow who called in a response to the episode on alternative lifestyle. |
would respond differently though maybe it is somewhat what you meant. | would say
that there's a difference between a person who is giving in to his desires and/or
inclinations, against the Torah but is hurting nobody (besides perhaps himself) and
between someone who is giving in to his desires/inclinations but hurting others in the
process. You can't compare two sinners just because they both sin - one is hurting
others and that makes all the difference.

2. Regarding the topic itself, a Rav once said, somewhat critically, that in today's
Yeshiva a person could sit and learn Torah all day long and not think once about
Hashem.

3. When the issue was mentioned of one who would take off his hat and jacket to learn
and other who would put it on to learn... | would like for you to take this on as a topic for
a future episode. What is the purpose, Halachically and Hashkafically, of the hat and
jacket. Sometimes it is described as a social uniform while other times it is treated as a
halachic obligation and at other times a sign of respect and honor for such as the
person wearing it to learn Torah)...

Kol Tuv
Rafi Goldmeier
Reb Dovid,

Thank you for your efforts in trying to smooth out the differences between Chassidim
and Litvaks. Pertaining to your last class | found this online and | think it gets to the core
of the argument much better.

http://www.toratchabad.com/files/maynotecha/or/or5.pdf

Yochanan Gordon


http://www.toratchabad.com/files/maynotecha/or/or5.pdf

Was blown away by this program! Great guests with great Tochen. Thank you.

Eli Cohen

Fascinating discussion - very deep (maybe too deep) and above the heads of most

listeners.

| loved your point about how the original Machlokes may have resulted in the stark
contrast between the Litvishe & Chassidishe in how they learn (and where most of the

Talmedei Chachoim come from).

But now it seems many of the Chassidim are coming over to the Litivishe side - look

how many of them are in the Mir and they hire Litvishe Roshei yeshiva.
Keep the good stuff coming!

P.S. Rabbi Feldheim sounds like a very interesting fellow, | would love to get to know

him better
Aaron Parnes
Rav Nochum zt"| said..

| heard the version a little different, that Rav Nochum said; "With you (Chassidim),
Torah is Avodah and Avodah is with a jacket. With us, Torah is life and life is even

without a jacket!
Thank you for the informative programs.

Attached is a summary of the Shitas of the Baal Hatanya and the Nefesh Hachaim on
Torah Lishmah. All positions are sourced and the author (Chabad publication called ix


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pe5R-sEIUeE45Hu7hdvle9Y72-S_sO_Y/view?usp=sharing

nirni) shows the two are in general agreement, although there are a few narrow

differences.

Hi,

Let me Preface by saying that | enjoy listening to your show. | just wanted to comment
on one a point that was brought up several times throughout different broadcasts. To
me it sounded (I could be wrong on my interpretation) that you were insinuating that
Chassidus was sort of proven to be "correct' due to the fact that it had a better success

rate against Haskala. To this | would respond in a number of ways.

1. Does the validity of an argument such as determining the correct approach to a
religion get measured by its (short term) success rate? Does the religion of Islam have

more credibility than other religions by that measurement?

2. The very nature of Chassidus which imbued the idea of not dealing with matters on
(purely) rational levels was specifically designed to battle the advent of Haskala, so it
certainly makes sense that it may have had more success. The question is, is that what
Judaism is all about? Think of a "Na Nach" (Breslover Chosid) which by some accounts
(Rabbo Elioch's book on Chasidus Volume 3)is what Chassidus looked like back then,
do you think a Maskil would have an easy time convincing him to join? | don't think so.

Does that make it correct? Certainly not.

3. Regarding most of the matter debated 250 years ago, at least 85 percent of them
have nothing to do with Litvaks per se. That is what Jews were doing before the Bal
Shem Tov came around. It was Chasidus that began 250 years ago, not Hisnagdus.
The term Hisnagdus means-opposition. So If Misnagdim were wrong then so were the
Rishonim etc.. So this would be similar to the Mussar movement. Were the Misnagdim
to it, namely - anyone that lived pre Musser Era, incorrect? (assuming it was a success)
of course not! Except that in the case of Chassidus there were bigger issues with it

(according to the Gr"a).



4. Even during pre WW11 while the Chasidim seemed to have been "dealing" with
Haskala, things were not that Rosy there either, and give it another couple generation or
2, the entire thing could have collapsed.

5. Looking at Judaism today. If one were to argue (and prove) that Litvishe Derech is
producing more quality than the Chasidim, would you agree that the Litvishe Derech is
correct? Or perhaps Litvaks today have adopted some stuff from the Chasidim? (Which

by the way would make for a fascinating discussion).

6. A somewhat supporting idea to the above would be that you don't really find any

Litvishe Gedolim "converting" based on the success rate against Haskala.

7. Finally- One big Shita of the Litvaks was that we don't accept the concept of doing an
Aveira Lishmo- we don't look at the results, we do what the Torah thinks is correct. So
while it may be possible that Chasdius would keep a larger percent of the population
Frum- it still does not justify joining them. From the very fact that an Aveira Lishmo
exists we can see that on the surface an act could be forbidden, yet the result can look
more productive (spiritually) if committed. Yet still if in our view the Torah forbids it- we
refrain. The same is true for Chasidus.

Zvi Erblich

Dear Reb Dovid,

Yasher Koach for your fascinating weekly podcast which is filled with nxaw' ;nan

n'mvw and care xw' 770 naivy.

| recently listened to the podcast about the njz17nn between the x'1nn 2ya and the wm
n"nn which was really interesting. Unfortunately though | did not come out feeling that
the topic was properly addressed in a clear and understood manner TIa> n%'nna
onun of the guests.

Being a Lubavitcher, naturally I'm more comfortable speaking on the nu'w of the %ya
X'1nn or as we call him the a1 Wo'IN.



There are different points that are discussed in xan regarding nnimn Tin'2. There is
annin learning nnin over other nixn and the niup that should be had when

learning nn.

In 0 719 of xan he writes about the X791 TIn' that there is between the Ti7 and n"apn.
In his words " .0n2a wal7n 170w DAl ...n"apn 7w IMndNi nIXY 170W2 9l 09IN1 A'wn N7 "N
TX 700 wnn DTN 0CTARY? NIfMY Nmwaa 775 X¥nd 07y X710 nmd TN PPRY X791 TIN' KINI

n1oLl." Over here the xann 7va doesn't discuss the nud of what is nnw%? nin just
the n7yn and unbelievable Tin' that is formed through naimn Tin'%2. And he explains what
is unique about naIMn TM'7 over other nimodn is that "Tnx mn>n1 XIN" so when you are
one with the nnim you are in effect one with n"apn. Unlike when you think about the sun,

you are one with the idea, not with the sun.

Inxn 7o of xanhe  describes  the nmupbthat  should be  had  before
fulfilling nixn including ninn TN, And that is n'maowi n"a Tin' ow4. This is how he
categorizes nnw7? NN having  this naid (though  he  explains how to have
this nad properly in the highest level). He clearly writes that this nin> is not for the
duration of the learning rather "nino% It n1d>N N>y TM77 7'nn'w oTIR". He compares it
to nm 1901 van Nand nad that the nad has to be in the beginning only for throughout
learning your concentrating on "n1on nx nuaw Ww". | must add that the xann 7yaadds
that you should have this nind> once per hour as there is a new 12X and nownn that

shines with each newqin'x of n"1n nw.

When reading the X 779 T 2w n'nin w9, it seems that the n»nn w91 is primarily taking
issue with a nanin more than anu'w and that is that many were replacing Tim'
n"oawith only learninghomn m=90. In the end he mentions that some
explain nnw7 as nijpaT although that does not seem to be the nu'w of the xann 7vain
his explaining the main nad in nnw% nnin although he clearly says that a nipaTis
formed. And in the namin that he admonishes, 7"an never took that approach as
the a0 o7k had a nawr with tremendous naixain all areas of nan. Many of
his o'Ton and those of subsequent niniTwrote n"iw and o"wn v o'wiTn. | am not
familiar with the nuv'w of the n"nn w91 however when reading the above I'm not

convinced that he is referring to the x'ann 7v2 or his nr1'on.



This is a glimpse as | understand it and I'm sure 'mn pavl 0'71m1a n21n can illuminate

the topic more broadly and clearly.
Respectfully,

Rabbi Yoel Wolf

Show suggestions
What is Talmud Torah

1: With regard to the Gemara, there is a fundamental question to consider: Is any
information included in the Talmud by definition regarded as Torah? For example, the

Gemara in the beginning of the third Perek of Pesachim says:

Any food or medical treatment that is effective in healing this sickness or this limb is
deleterious for that one. And any food or treatment that is deleterious for this one is
effective in healing that one, except for moist ginger, long peppers, and bread made of
refined flour, and fatty meat, and aged wine, which are effective to heal all limbs of the
body.

There is no “Torah” content here. This was cited in connection with a list of items
recorded in the mishna that may or may not have the status of Chametz, but this is
purely nutritional/health advice. Why the editors of the Talmud saw fit to include this
type of information is another question, but after they have included it, does it assume
the status of Torah? Does it matter why someone studies those lines? l.e., is there a
difference if one studies them in the course of learning the masechta, or if one studies
them in an attempt to research Babylonian nutritional advice from the 4th century?

To take it a step further: The Rambam includes many statements about health in
Hilchos De’os. We also have several medical texts written by the Rambam. It seems
clear that the study of the latter is not Talmud Torah at all. But what if the exact same
information is presented in both locations? It would be difficult to understand that the
same information, written by the same person, could have the status of Torah when
written in book A but not when written in book B.



2: Another example from the same Masechta (113a):

Rav said to Ayvu, his son: | struggled to teach you Halacha but my efforts did not
succeed, as you did not become a great scholar. Come and | will teach you about
mundane matters: Sell your merchandise while the dust from the road is still on your
feet. As soon you return from your travels, sell your wares, lest the prices fall in the
meantime. Furthermore, it is possible that anything you sell might later cause you to

regret the sale, except for wine, which you can sell without regret.

Here, Rav himself refers to what he is teaching as “mundane matters (xn7v1 *7'n).” The
business advice he gives his son is sound advice, but is it Torah? | am sure that Rav
himself did not ask his son whether or not he had recited Birchas HaTorah before giving
him the advice. Is there any logic by which the words of Rav himself, spoken at the time,
did not have the status of Torah, but by virtue of being recorded in the Talmud now

have that status?

3: Everyone has seen the Tosafos (in Eiruvin and Sukka) that discusses mathematical
issues, such as the diagonal of a square, or the relative area of a square to a circle.
Tosafos cites mathematical proofs to back up the assertions made in the Gemara about
these matters. So, is studying that Tosafos talmud Torah? What if one is studying the
Tosafos in researching mathematical proofs employed in 12th century France? What if
one struggles to understand the Tosafos, so instead watches a video on YouTube
explaining how to calculate the diagonal of a square, or the relative area of a square to
a circle? Is that different from learning the Tosafos, and if yes, in what way?

4: There are entire Perakim in Maseches Nedarim that try to define terms used in a
Neder to decide what they include. This is not halachic content per se, rather an
analysis of nTx 12 w4, So if | would embark on a study of the corpus of spoken English
in order to determine what would be included in a Neder not to derive benefit from, e.g.,
furniture, trying to figure out what exactly falls under the definition of furniture, is that
Talmud Torah? How is that different from studying those Perekim in Nedarim?

These are a few examples; | am sure you can come up with more.



Would really appreciate to hear a class on ono Wine in today's time is is it 7101?
Love your classes!!!!

Mordy Gluck

Hi!
Thank you so much for an informative show; | really enjoy listening to the various

interesting Halachic discussions!

If it's possible, can you please make a show regarding movies and TV, or if not please

respond to my email.

| work in a Yeshiva, yes it is a bit more open minded, but | am so confused why
watching movies is such an acceptable thing. Understandably, people will be influenced
and watch, but when has it become a norm in the Torah world? Is there a Heter in
Halacha for watching Goyishe films? The things my young students talk about is

startling!!

Second question, isn't Judaism more than just Halacha? Like aren't there prerequisites
for a Jew before the acceptance of Torah, for example being a Mentch, Middos, being

separate from the goyim etc. | would appreciate if you can respond.
Thank you!

Malka W.
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