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ELBOW HORROR
Dear Editor,

I love reading the Yated and ab-
solutely love The Y, pulling it out
first thing every week. Therefore,
it was to my shock and horror that
I saw in the astonishing Stats and
Facts last week that you had a pic-
ture of the Statue of Liberty with
her elbow exposed.

As a proud alumnus of Bais
Yaakov of Monsey, I am brought
back to my senior year there, 2011,
when we had scenery for our play
with a picture of the Statue of Lib-
erty. Of course, the heads of scen-
ery created her with her elbow
exposed, as that is how she stands.
Our esteemed principal,

brought to our attention
that of course we cannot have such
scenery, and we immediately felt
so ashamed as to how we could
have overlooked such a fundamen-
tal thing, and the talented heads of
scenery painted her sleeve a tad
longer to cover her elbow right
away. I'm left wondering how it got
past your editors.

As we pass the Statue of Lib-
erty on the highway, I rush to cover
my pure boys’ eyes. Yet, they did
not have to travel anywhere to see
her elbow. It showed up in my liv-
ing room last Shabbos in the very
newspaper that I allow into my
house due to the beautiful Torah in
it

Let’s all try to be very careful
in tznius, not only how we dress,
but also what we look at, and
then, iy”H, Moshiach will come
very soon, bimeheirah beyomeinu
amein.

A proud BYM alumnus
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Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the Show
| just recently discovered your program and | love it.
A few comments:

1. | think that the title Yated put on the letter "elbow horror" seems to show clear sarcasm
about the content of the letter on their part. It may have been bad judgment on their part to
publish it in the first place but | don't think they really took it seriously.

2. It must be stressed that extremism leads to extremism. The secular world in a state of
permissiveness and total lack of red lines that may not have existed since the Mabul. That
must create a reaction on the side of those who see the immense danger of this way of living.

It's a question of degrees. But there is a war out there.

3. The fellow who left Yiddishkeit because he discovered the not all Zionists have horns show
that his Chinuch was based on that issue alone. No Hashem no Torah just anti-Zionism.
That's absolute bankruptcy. It's like the accusation that the Misrachistim have only one
Mitzva. And that's because they don't have any real rabbinical leadership. 7019 nina 70190 2.

Yonah Taube

People such as Neturei Karta thrive on publicity. Dedicating a segment to such garbage like
them & Lev Tahor is giving those leeches free advertisement on your dime. Bad choice of a

topic to discuss.

Bernie Weill

There is so much to discuss on the matter of extremism. In terms of lifestyle and Halacha,
what is called Orthodox Judaism has increasingly become reactionary and extremist,
probably due mostly to the fear of the “other,” resulting in paranoia. Thus we have
rigidification of halachic opinions which not only favor stringent opinions wherever possible,
but seek to exclude other opinions from the past 1000 years, essentially transforming Torah



Judaism into a CHURCH with encyclicals and bishops, cardinals and pastors who tell people
what to do in the most rigid fashion, and who will not tolerate flexibility and leniency except
where it is advantageous to certain situations.

We might describe it more as the Anglican church rather than the Catholic church, since the

Anglicans have “haredi” elements (the high Church) and modern elements (the low Church).

Anyway, this is not only driving non-religious Jews further and further away from Judaism
(regardless of the empty claims of the Kiruv industry), but is now driving away young people
from within the religious community, whereby they see no alternative between secular life and
rigid religious life. This does not only afflict the “haredi” world, but also the increasingly
intolerant so-called Modern Orthodox society, which seeks to preserve tolerance in only one
or two areas of halacha that are on the front burner as the Orthodox establishment is always
looking over its shoulder at the haredi society.

David Goldman

Hi Rabbi Lichtenstein,

| really enjoy listening to all the headlines podcasts. | think it's genius and all the topics are
well deserving the attention you give to them.

| feel like it's important to state that even though all these extreme opinions are wrong and
shouldn’t ever be followed Chas V'Shalom, there is always a grain of truth in everything. Like
you said about vaccines you won’t argue with a Yiddisha mother who's had experience with
issues from vaccines, there’s always a grain of truth to things. It doesn’t mean we shouldn’t
do things, but that there always might be a bit of truth.

Raina Balsam

Shalom Headlines,

Thanks for the great program this week. You mentioned the Chilul Hashem the fringe groups
cause but did not offer a solution. A possible approach to these groups is what we have seen
from how the WOW (women of the wall) have been overshadowed recently at their monthly



gathering at the Kosel. Perhaps this should have happened in Monsey, the anti vaxxer
gathering should have been met with thousands of vaxxers to demonstrate against them and
drown out their voice. This way the media sees the real side. This should be against the

Neturei Karta as well. We need to drown out these groups.

| ask that you suggest this on your next program. We need to be notified about
demonstrations from fringe groups and come together to drown them out.

On another point: After listening to your program, we felt quite disturbed (to say the least)
about the Lev Tahor group. We feel it is unacceptable for them to continue to exist and the
rest of us to do nothing, but feel helpless. Are there experts you can bring on with

suggestions? Is law enforcement an address?

Please check out this op-ed in the Daily News. It speaks for itself.

https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-vaccination-is-not-an-ultra-orthodox-jewish-hangup-
20190515-jppvzaabgfcm3cku2erlp7piry-story.html

Meir Anderson

Reb Dovid,

I’'m sure you get a ton of emails each show so | will try to keep my thoughts very brief. I've
been listening to your show for a while but I've never felt the need to reach out until now. Two
thoughts:

1. | had the same reaction you did when someone showed me the Yated letter to the
editor, but after reading it again I'm fairly certain the letter was a joke. If you do the
math as to when “she” claims she graduated, her oldest kid can’t be old enough to
have a Shemrias Enayim issue. As crazy people can be, | don't think there’s anyone
who covers the eyes of their three year old when passing a real woman, let alone a
statue. You general critique of the erasure of women is valid, but needs to be fair. The

letter was a spoof.


https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-vaccination-is-not-an-ultra-orthodox-jewish-hangup-20190515-jppvzaabqfcm3cku2erlp7piry-story.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-vaccination-is-not-an-ultra-orthodox-jewish-hangup-20190515-jppvzaabqfcm3cku2erlp7piry-story.html

2. The real reason | reached out is because | was very taken aback by your off-handed
comment about the Masterpiece Cakeshop case. The issues that arise from this case
are serious and will, without a doubt, pose a serious issue to religious Jews in the near
future. You brought up the concern of a bakery potentially discriminating against Jews.
Jonathan Rosenblum correctly pointed out that it would not be such a big deal
because you could simply choose a different bakery and move on with your life. The
reverse question is far more important. We are not far off from a lawsuit against
Chaim’s One-Man-Band for refusing to play at a gay wedding. Are you comfortable
with that? Do you want to live in a world where every Heimishe wedding business
needs to retain a lawyer to advise them how they can and cannot turn down potential
customers? Are you comfortable with a yeshiva being forced to accept a transgender
child? With Ateres Fill in the Blank being required to host intermarriages and same-sex
weddings? There are two routes we can take on this issue: strong anti-discrimination
laws or absolute freedom of association. As a frum Jew, it seems clear that the latter is
the far safer route. The reason we do not face serious anti-Semitism in the US is not
because of any government law or regulation, but because society is simply less anti-
Semitic. Look at Germany where the government is incredibly supportive of the Jewish
people yet one cannot wear a Yarmulkeh on the street. A government can only do so
much. (As an aside, the comparison of the Materpiece case to your hypothetical is not
accurate. The bakers in this particular case were happy to serve homosexuals. They
would not make a special cake for a gay-wedding. That is an important distinction. A
better comparison would be to a case where someone refuses to cater to separate-
seating weddings because he finds it primitive.)

Keep the good work.
Kol Tuv, Gedaliah Wielgus

Show Suggestions
Hi R’ Dovid,

I’'m an avid listener of the show - I'd like to thank you for tackling difficult, non-mainstream,



and quasi-verboten topics; you’re a beacon of reason in an ever polarizing Frum Velt.

There was a slight moment in last week’s show where it seemed like you would start
discussing a topic that has been increasingly weighing heavily on my mind. The topic is

global warming/climate change.

As someone who lives somewhat outside of the Frum/conservative bubble (I live in
Lakewood, but work in the Wall St area, Be’in Ha’'umos Lo Aleinu), | find it alarming how most
Frum people (and Rabbonim) completely wave away climate change.

Even if | have complete Bitachon that Hashem will not allow the world to
be completely destroyed, there is still a huge probability (based on an almost complete
scientific consensus) that there will be major food chain upheavals, lack of clean water,
housing destroyed, massive refugee counts, and so on and so forth. If | bring these concerns
to any Rabbonim - i.e. how should we be preparing ourselves and our families for this

runaway train, | feel like | would be laughed at and patronized.

| think this is a huge blind spot in our community; we all know that as society breaks down -
the Jews will be the first people to suffer. It feels like we are living in Europe circa 1935-1943,
how the leaders of our community are just ignoring a huge (and pretty certain) upcoming
disaster.

This is the same community (and leaders) which has touted its belief in science vis-a-vis
vaccines (and rightfully so), and yet when it comes to the climate change topic - since it's a
partisan issue (for ridiculous reasons; welcome to America) and our community is a hard
right-wing community (in every issue, seemingly) we somehow just ignore an almost

complete scientific consensus.

| know this may be a hard topic for you to broach on the show - but | would greatly appreciate
if you would have a segment about this. It has been eating away at me since that UN report
came out (that we have ~10 more years of relative normality before everything collapses).

Thank you

Joe Anon



Comments on Previous Shows
Show 220 — Training & Arming our Shuls

| just finished listening to the latest episode about arming our shuls, and wanted to point out
that it seemed to be presented as a binary option of either arming our shuls with guns (via
hired guards or training our members to carry), or not doing anything at all.

There is a third option, one which a number of shuls (mostly Modern Orthodox ones, as far as
| know) are using: CSS. This is an organization that trains shul members to be unarmed
guards standing outside a shul. This serves as a first line in case someone approaching shul
is identified, and can attempt to stop/slow them down and contact police immediately. But
more importantly, it serves also as a deterrent to those driving by and scouting out a shul
(which is often done), as well as keeping an eye open to notice suspicious activity (e.g., mark
down license plates and relay them to the police). Such deterrents have been shown to be
effective, and | think this is a serious option shul should also consider. (I'm not associated

directly with them, other than being trained in one of their courses.)

As explained by R' Goldstein, it's possible that training shul members to be adequately
familiar with using guns is unlikely. But this model still provides security and deterrent without

presenting the downsides of idolizing guns discussed in your episode.
Kol Tuv, and you should be Zocheh to continue being Marbitz Torah.

Ari Diamond

Show 208 — Marrying for money

| am an avid listener of your radio show Headlines, | have listened to practically all 220 of

them and | really find them to be informative and enlightening.

However, as | was listening to one of the recent shows - the one about the Shadchan from
Beit Shemesh who said that from her experience - "only the Rosh Kollelim and Roshei
Yeshivas seem to be able to afford to make the million shekel shidduchim..." Therefore, she


https://www.thecss.org/about/

assumes that they must be pocketing a large percentage of fundraising money - which

donors believe are heading to the institution.

Following this show was many, many comments made by R’ Dovid and other listeners. Most
immediately took this Shadchan’s assumption as a hard and cold fact and begun commenting
on what a terrible 88888 was taking place.

However, | have another take on this.

When R’ Meir Shapira of Lublin opened his large Yeshiva, he enlisted the help of several
Bochurim to become collectors to enable him to run the Yeshiva successfully. After some
time, one of the fundraisers approached him and explained that he would arrive at a rich
man’s home, dirty and sweaty from the long trip and he didn’t feel that it was Kavod HaTorah
for a Yeshivah Bochur to try fundraising looking and feeling so dirty and exhausted.

The Bochur proposed that perhaps some of the money collected could be used to buy him a
new suit and a horse and wagon, so that he would feel and look more of a Chosheva Ben

Torah, rather than a tramp. To which, R’ Meir Shapira readily agreed.

A short while later, one of the regular donors to the Yeshiva suddenly stopped his large
donations. R’ Meir Shapira requested and audience with the Gvir and asked him for the
reason of his refusal to continue supporting the Yeshiva.

The man responded that once he saw the fundraiser had a new suit and a horse and cart to
take him around — he decided to stop his donation — after all, he wanted his money to go

towards the Yeshiva and not towards the fundraisers clothing.

R’ Meir Shapira explained that when the Yidden were requested to start donating to the
Mishkan — Hashem appointed Betzalel Ben Uri to head it. As it is explained that Betzalel was
able to discern the donators intentions — if one gave willingly — his gold could be used for the
Aron — however, if one did not give willingly — his donation might just be used for the outside
of the Mishkan.

So too, explained R’ Meir to the Gvir, one who donates willingly with the right intentions to our
Yeshivah — Hashem ensures that that money goes to the Yeshivah. And conversely one who



gives money to the Yeshiva — albeit with the wrong intentions — his money will go towards the
horse and cart.

| think the message of this story is clear.

It is not up to us to make Cheshbonos and to worry about transparency and what percentage
the Rosh Kollel is taking — our duty is simply to donate with pure intentions to the worthy

cause — and Hashem can and will ensure that our money goes to the correct place.
Thank you for your wonderful program and Hatzlocha for all the future shows.
Z. Cohen

Givat Ze'ev, Israel
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