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Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the Show

| listened to the two episodes, which seem quite biased and one-sided, and | think you
are doing a disservice to the listeners, who will now run to courts and not go to Beis Din
at all.

| sit mainly as a Dayan, once in a while as a Toen (for friends and family friends), | run
two Batei Din (Agudas Harabonim and Vaad Harabonim of queens), and | have been at
Dinei Torah in the more popular Batei Din in NYC, and | have yet to see what you
describe.

It was disappointing.

Rabbi Sholom Shuchat

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein

| am a big fan of your show -I listen almost every week. | almost fell off the chair when |
heard you casually mention the "Tschenger Dayan." | assume you were being flippant
but there actually was such a person--he was my great grandfather Rabbi Mordche
Yehuda Blau Z"L. From all that I've heard of him he was extremely honest and
conducted his dinei Torah and all of his affairs scrupulously.

Thanks again for a wonderful program and I'm glad to hear that there are honest Batei
Din.

Best,
C. Ungar
Response: Ms. Ungar

My sincere apologies. | had no idea there was such a town or person, | was trying to
conjure up a name and that one appeared to me out of thin air! May your grandfathers

merit be a blessing to him and his family



Dear R' Dovid Shlita,

Thank you for that very informative show.

| don’t want to go into all the details now...

I've been to BD with many relatives...

A famous mosey BD..... with famous Toanim.... Money Matter

A Lakewood BD.... No Toanim - Money

Another Monsey BD ..... with Toanim... Eshus

A 5 Towns arbitration with a Shul Rav there as well.... to avoid court.. Eshus
2 Boro Park Rabbanim whom each side chose as a one Dayan court.. Money
1 Kensington Rav — Eshus

I've seen a lot...

| would just like to say a few points after seeing all this....

1)  Yes you definitely need the right BD
2)  Lawyers make more sense than Toanim... (also really helps the decorum)

3)  Putting the Halacha on the side for a min.. it’s very important for each side to go to
a Toen before Beis Din .... A) to know what to expect... also especially in Eshus —
especially by a woman to know what their rights are... many times a women thinks in
Halacha she has no rights to anything and is just looking for a GET and does not know
she is entitled to support, kids..etc.

4)  The biggest problem | see is that of money charging and that is the core of all the
issues... the Beis Din is getting paid per hour per person and there is no Hechrich to take
control and make it stop. The Toanim get paid per hour and they are laughing all the
way to the bank... There can never be an equal Din Torah even though each side pays
evenly however generally one person is more wealthy than the other — in way too many
cases one side is looking at their watch and is having major struggles to think straight as
they can’t figure out how they are even going to pay for their Toen let along 3
Dayanim.... (even if there is no Toen the pressure could be crazy) while the other side
Knows this and keeps dragging it on as his pockets are full and he’s watching and
laughing inside..



(I know of a case that the guy was getting divorced because he wouldn’t give his wife
basic needs However he would rather pay 10’s of thousand to make sure she gets
nothing)

| think the solution would be that depending on the size of the case there would be a
max out of pocket from either side. Or a Flat Rate Beis Din which if both sides agree for
Toanim than fine if either side objects than no Toanim... for example if the case is about
5000k and below in assets etc.500 max from each side including the Toen..

| asked a Gadol from Eretz Yisroel about this money issue and the BD charging and he
told me it’'s a huge issue.

From The Beis Dins above only as far as | recall was the Lakewood Beis Din a flat rate..
and that was the one that did not allow Toanim and even though my relative LOST it
was so much different than any other experience.....

Again,
Thank you for all your time and effort on this topic and all your topics.

Shmuel



Rabbi Shain

Rabbi Aharon Kotler — Quoted by Irving Bunim

"The truth must be heard, Even if the public doesn't like the sound of it. Whatever the circumstances,

regardless of the consequences. The truth must be stated-loudly, clearly & unequivocally".
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