Medical School in Halacha
Practicing Medicine on

Shabbos

Show# 254 | Jan 11" 2020

n "o nbw n'o ™V

MY NIYYT7 N0'R WMT D DT AN AT 2T 1" TR 0w AW XN'RIT NYET LD QWOKR DRT DNINIK W
I'UDY INY' ON] T'MY?7 D7'WON NNX XNW wwn ¢ 1"D XD D"NK MDY nnd 7xyn'w win% w' ox 0"py
NN n7Inn pNor i ixn 0"y "N X7 0mys7i iw My 10K Wy N0 DYDY T N 'Y 'RY
Mmwnn "INR DT DAl XA7 TNYY7 7'won NNR K¥N1 KN 1'¥N 0yS nannl 0'pDy 7y nmn'w
D'2N OV N7 2T ™7 12D 17 A 7RwInw nyoun At "o 11un w'nd naan ™0 RN T'w D PNIun
731 NT2 2NK XNT N NIWYLVYT Dizn N1 721won NIwy? PRw U AN owa " w'nd nav nniT 1"ow
19 Xn1a 12 N DY nn 9 ovr n'pyY oTip mr v "0 X7 an% D ox nawn ™h T
DT NIWY? X"RE7RW T T Y KPR D0p MY R7E0"DY MY KT 1990 0NAT Y PR RAT X0n2
Y'Y INX N7NNT '90 WK T"971 NIna N piI7'n? omyo 11 101 1201 1D 0 X7 0w T w1990
R 2T MY NIWYY nixn R O"NRE IR MY NIwY7 110K 'y MRt X9 0"y My nivy? 1o
21Uon "W 'K D DX DAY NNIY DNl 12197 DIt DN OX "OX 1UDT 0MIdI 0'wa MY NiwyY XUNI
IN7 7R 1A T "Md Manl D17 nwyn? N070 nNInY T 2R "m0 X 1wyt n"ox IR 101N
D'NIDI D'Y] XMIX 'RN D OXT DNONE 7RI 2172 MDY D"anin MaTn ynunT nKye 'ndna 0'im
NYT "2 DAY NI7D DNMONI D"aNY 9'oINI 7YY D0 PI9KT7 D21ITA 'RTE KX M 'YK IRY 17'9X
DXT 71TA PNITA WO971 101W9N NRXY IT' X 27N 72'w 'Nd1 nndi 7"y N InyTw "Tayi 0'wa '719X7
N7 NNX [XON1 MO o'W N D "o oaf "ma IR K70 T el R ma ni7 17 'nomam
N7 NINT D'TAYI D' 'PI9X7 NI7 1" 'R 0wl 7"y e 1T My 0'wyl 1)IY N1D0 1 W'Y nIny
NIXNY X7X '1DN X7 7RY' DNOA RO PT'NY7 INT 7R "1Ta w'na 'RTIT [nT7 0101 DInat 775 N1 101
71T W DI KATTR KIR IR MY Torn DYDY MY NIWY? Uy ankn K79 001 mRp namn |n
Nanl 21 T'W20 AT nwiv? nyn v onyy Yxwal 0"dy My 10K WY RYNE DIYY 7R 91Tl

NIN D"DYNY X7X XY 787 NN W'y Dy NIk "a17 n7ar ninon 0% mitin n"ny My niwys



N7¥N 790 "OKX W'l 1N D10 ARN OX 'Y 7D D"DYN Y NAY RIY XN7TNMT KR AR IR [nIim
190 NIYY' 7KW N"n N8N NWIYIE 11197 D'RDYNY 19 Y R D Inxy RIN NWY DX N2IvN ™0 7t
ynwn "1 xanv "0 MaT NID ['7'N1 2NN IK?T Q'R D™ 'R 2010 IR W qNI NITAT
> ynun "1 XNy "IN N2 R DA XIND PRI IR?T AR N ann p1r X" and nirmn
["IN1'0IN NN XD DYNIY NNl WYN 'R 'YOYY D Y X TYN 7Y wNT ynwn ‘I3 12Tn X2 XY DY

N2 T'Y'710 N XN DTV TR ARV NNR IRE P'MyNN NIYO KRN

N7 Q'O Ndp |N'0 D'OX N'7'911 0'9d NX'WI N0 0N NIIX Y [N7IY

NYUI NAIYN NWY DXT X" :NAN .NAIWN NYY 17'9X 1'9D NN XY' X7 A21W2 17'9X WUOIN NIX AN N>

)™ R 07019 NN el o( ana DNt LDN"I9 N7T 71v17 K7W naiwn v v 7n? w1

Riddles of the week

n' 2109 NN 79 'N'1 YIS

TNV Q1M D'y 252D NI AR [PTRT 1NN 901 N

A Ty X7 97T |'UiTz ndon *711 Tin'n

;IVM0N X71,1M2T DX NIO K71 ,NIpna At X71,mipna iy X7 - Xam 272D INT'RELRmM INTR "N

.X'¥INl 0201 ,n0dNnI ¥'a'm ,N7Ynli 7'O8N - TIAYD

X TNy 1% 7T 'wUIT'{? ndon 111 Tin'n

.MIMN N9YWAY 07701 DIT' NI (IVAY 10 - 0777012 0'9IWIN NN M7 Rt 20 A7 ann
1IN 07701 XANT 7 PI9'N 70NN N9MIYW XK 'RKN DN XN K7 AN NN AT 20 07 K
N7'PONY ;N9 NIT :DNIX D'ADNIL,K9'0 XNA'X ,DN 'R 7" .0'9W1d 077010 IXMIN'R DN KX
M7 07 MRET RN P2 DN 7R TN 0'owa XaNT Y7 PI9 700mn 0T XNR RN ;NNImN
IN'INT LN )IAX? Y N K7 K'Y DTN 207 IRme 7UR .0nmn n?'po X7 ,nimn N9 DT
QM )0 LXK 17 MIR KX ,NMIN MAT 7Y NNay LKAX 17 MR IR NI MAT 7Y 1Ay R g o

2 MINA AMD KN L,NAR 17 MIX KR 107 qw¥n K7 MYy - NNIna ams 2 .nnima



Comments on the show 1 click here
Comments on the show 2 click here
Comments on the show 3 click here
Comments on the show 4 click here

Comments on the show 5 click here

Comments on the show 6 click here

Suggestion 1 click here

Suggestion 2 click here

Comments on the Show

Show Suggestions


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mbGQ6byGvNlEYLZyjS5NVYhYnwlf-VFH
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1KqPEendFvnI59lMBaI_9Cf8fXZ08K4MR
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ooj35gfM28L2O5BEpDJAnwmlLTKzGko-
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1sPgHYZmvdmNsswky67oOKD0g8njhDCRg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Tdmme3d9ZUTtq_hSqYpR4-3pE5nODgLa
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1jNQTqTLtyo5EH4FCkhcimrM44tsgvmgP
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1rSbw6ZzYwSMiGvViwHxMx2DJkSTXMVGz
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1h1QX6TGkD_oRwGGE5OZu2YCaI76WwhRU

Selected audio from our listeners
Answers to the Questions
Answers to the questions 1 click here
Answers to the questions 2 click here
Answers to the questions 3 click here
Answers to the questions 4 click here

Answers to the questions 5 click here


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QEb3io6SXREpqt1Eceunq2LMTzVpY_Ln
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1XW2m5VkMbjVjTeahCnuDzLf9lDdqcfCd
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Qq2HsF4vs3mZJExTKFPPWKsIMMt_I46h
https://drive.google.com/open?id=14djyJWU0exI-A4p9fgPShe3jg7E-C8rN
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-VB-b4SNrxR3LpU3EWQOz0X6f_Of5xuf

Answers to the questions
202N DT D AR D XYL IR qo1r R )NtNN i

SN D R?" 1MART QoI K R NPRY )'TO NIX A0 19 ,X'N( )'roan ortn (21 NPRY 190
?..."MT DX NIo X7 ...l

NN NIRXNA NIYL ‘NN

Benzion Sorotzkin

Regarding the riddle of the week, the Rashbam explains that Yosef was not challenging
Yaakov - were that happening he would have asked his father why is he doing that, not
stating "Not so, my father...." - but he understood that Yaakov believed that Menashe
was at Yosef's right, Yaakov's left. And Yaakov was trying to put his right hand on
Menashe's head, not realizing that Menashe was at his right. So he said, "No my father,
this one here is the Bechor..." Yaakov answered that he knew exactly who stood where,

but this was deliberate.

Moishe Cohen



Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the Show
Dear Reb Dovid,

| want to start off by thanking you for your efforts in the podcast, as a medical resident,
having your podcast weekly helps me feel connected to my Yeshiva days in a way
different than my learning does. The extensive Halachic discourse on current issues in
the broader Jewish community add some extra Limmud HaTorah and feeling a part of

the Olam HaTorah even during my grueling schedule as a resident.

However | want to clarify several facts from the most recent podcast that
unfortunately are not correct. Firstly, Einstein is still a Jewish Medical school. The sale
to Montefiore has several stipulations in the contract such as Kosher food, Yom Tov
accommodations, and more. As well, there is a thriving Jewish community on campus,
in a Shul provided by the medical school where we have 3x daily minyan, Shiurim
during the week, and over 150 people for Shabbas Minyanim, all on the Einstein
campus. In fact it is Einstein that is the only medical school outside of Israel that has
their own Shul with a Shabbas Minyan, Rabbi, and self-contained community that lives

on the medical school campus.

As well, Einstein has incredible accommodations for Yom Tov and Shabbas. No
medical student ever has to work on Shabbas, "Spring Break" is always on Pesach,
there are multiple Succas on campus, and more. Even for learning to practice physical
examination skills, Einstein offers Mens and Womens only groups.

Additionally, Einstein has Shomer Shabbas residencies as well, one that | am a part of.
Being in the Einstein system from a medical student through residency, | have to say
the accommodations have been incredible, and the fact that Einstein is also a highly
ranked medical school and academic center, makes the accommodations they give for

Frum students even more amazing and unmatched by other institutions.

Again, | want to re-iterate how much | enjoy your podcast, and found that this episode
too was a great one with the usual high level of Halachic and Hashkafic discusison that
was beneficial for any listeners.



Kol Tuv,
Ari Friedman, MD

Albert Einstein College of Medicine Class of 2019

Dear Reb Dovid Shlit"a,

My name is Elliot Schrier, | am a Musmakh of Rabbenu Yitzchok Elchanan, and |
currently serve as the Rav of the Albert Einstein Synagogue, Kehillas Birkas Shmuel -

the Orthodox shul located on the campus of the Albert Einstein College of Medicine.

| am a semi-regular listener of your Headlines podcast. | always enjoy, and | have the
deepest admiration for your incredible Harbotzas Torah. | particularly enjoyed your last
program on Medical School in Halacha and Practicing Medicine on Shabbos. Many of
the Shaylos discussed in the program frequently come up here in Einstein, in both
public Shiurim and private Shaylos. | can't tell you how much | appreciate you
highlighting these issues on your amazing platform and discussing them with world
class Talmidei Chachamim and Poskim.

However, | must take issue with one point that was raised several times in the
program. Several times, you stated that Touro is the only Frum Medical School outside
of Eretz Yisroel, and one time even said that it is "the only Shomer Shabbos" medical
school. This characterization - and certainly the point regarding Shemiras Shabbos - is

simply untrue.

While you correctly noted that Einstein was recently sold by Yeshiva University to
Montefiore Medical Group, some clarification is in order. Two of the conditions in the
sale of Einstein were: 1) Einstein continues to observe a Shabbos / Yom
Tov observant calendar and will do so for perpetuity, 2) Food served in the
Einstein cafeteria is and will continue to be kosher (under OU supervision) for
perpetuity. Additionally, all of the other features of a Frum medical school highlighted
by Dr. Kadish can be found here at Einstein - with the exception of accommodations
for Kohanim (which is why it is so hard for us to find a Kohen for Rishon...).



Furthermore, the university has been extremely supportive of our shul, which is a
regular Makom Torah U'Tefillah, and in conjunction with RIETS, we have published
several journals and Seforim on various topics in Medical Halakha.

| know that the Einstein situation is quite ambiguous, and this was likely a mistake
regarding Metzius. But insofar as the Shomer Shabbos calendar is a major draw for
many Frum students to Einstein - and, by extension, to our Kehillah - and insofar as
many of the students here could have gone to "more prestigious," "brand-name"
medical schools and nonetheless chose to come to Einstein because of the Frum
environment, a number of listeners in my Kehilla were understandably quite upset by

the mis-characterization.

| know you undoubtedly receive many calls and emails after every podcast, and |
understand that you are incredibly busy. But if you could possibly find time to respond, |
think it would potentially calm a lot of passions here, among some of your devoted

listeners.

Some additional He'aros appear below.
Thank you so much for your consideration!
Respectfully,

Elliot Schrier

1) You engaged in a lengthy conversation with Rav Steinberg Shlit"a regarding a
theoretical scenario of an animal embryo implanted into a human uterus. Without
getting into the complex world of epigenetics, which was referenced by Rav Steinberg, |
wanted to point out that your theoretical question is similar to a scenario brought up in
the a:a am mYwin, which discusses a theoretical case of a human-animal hybrid. And,
as counter-intuitive as it may seem, the m%win' does say there are cases where you
can Shecht a creature that learns Torah, and require Chalitza from a creature that
grazes in the fields. (Of course, the Yerushalmi's case is slightly different, as the
creature in question has significant anatomical animal-features, but still worth

noting.) Quotation appears below...
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2) The second he'arah is on a conversation you had a few weeks back, in show 246
on Toanim and Batei Din. (I wasn't planning on writing, but | figured once | am writing |
may as well include it.) In that program, you got into an extended debate with Rabbi
Zalman Graus regarding to the Mishna in n:x niIax which says =y> Jnxy wyn 7x
[ Tn. Rabbi Graus argued that the Mishna was referring exclusively to a Dayan, and
you pointed out that that doesn't sound like Pashtus in the Mishna or the Rishonim.

As someone who spent four years learning in Rav Herschel Schachter Shlit"a's Kollel in
RIETS, | am not at all partial to the institution of Toanim, but | do think Rav Graus has a
case to be made on this Mishna. If you look at the :x"> "7 Thio n"ann, which the |'v
vown cites on the mwn in nax, it does appear as if the Rambam is talking
about dayanim exclusively. That seems to be the t"aT3's understanding of the n"ann,
and - as a matter of conjecture - may possibly relate to the n"ann's depiction of
this halacha in his nimwna win's? anTprn. Again, nimipn nxn appear below...
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NIMYNa vin's? anTin
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Hello R' Dovid,

Another wonderful show. As a dental student, | can tell you that the administration in my
school tells all applicants that cadaver lab is mandatory and if there are any religious
issues then they should go to a different school. However, practically | know some
students who came and just told the gross anatomy faculty that they can't touch and

they had no issues.

| wanted to mention a Mekor to perhaps support your Sevara of a Kohen who "kills"
while trying to save a patient is really "saving" and not "killing. The Chazon Ish which
you have mentioned before regarding the Trolley Problem that a person can switch the
track because he is doing an act of saving, not an act of Retzicha.

Thank you again for your wonderful work.




Dear Dovid,

| am extremely surprised that your recent program didn't include non-physican
Rabbonim on the show addressing the question(s) of Shabbos and end of life issues

and was only given minimal attention from Rav Dr. Steinberg.

Indeed, both Rav Hershel Schechter and Dr. Avrohom Abraham (Nishmas Avrohom),
very strongly forbid using A'iva as any sort of L'chatchila Heter to work on Shabbos.

(Marei Makomos attached).

It's really a very big shock that more attention wasn't given to those who strongly forbid
it. This really warrants a much larger discussion, possibly also including practicing
physicians who are acutely aware of the situation with Shomer Shabbos residencies
(e.g., Dr. Daniel Eisenberg Link here). It also requires more discussion and

understanding how the whole medical residency/match system works.
Please consider having on Rav Hershel Shechter or others to further discuss the issue.
With my best,

Levi Bennish

Dear Dovid,

Thanks for your reply and | appreciate your forwardness about the Aiva discussion -- it

is a very sensitive topic.

However, my impression from the discussion with Dr. Steinberg and Dr. Kadish is that
Shabbos residency challenges are easily surmountable and legitimate heterim are
readily available. Nothing is further from the truth and your listeners ought to

know. Shabbos residencies are the Achilles heel of being Frum in medicine.

I'm writing this because it's a painful topic for me; I'm in the medical biotechnology
sector and | have many many Chaverim/friends who have gone to Yeshiva/seminary
and are Pashut Mechalel Shabbos on a weekly basis. Overall there is a terribly cavalier
attitude towards Shabbos among residents. Even for those who do get matched to a


https://www.jewishmedicalethics.com/is-one-required-to-pursue-a-shomer-shabbos-or-shabbos-friendly-residency.html

Shomer Shabbos residencies, there are unfortunately horror stories abound that the
program director promised them things and then said they can't take off Shabbos/Yom
Tov.

Without going down the rabbit hole concerning Aiva, would you consider having on
someone like Dr. Daniel Eisenberg or Dr. Howard Apfel to discuss Shabbos
residences/challenges? Overall there are numerous points concerning Shabbos
residencies, including 1) They are difficult to get/match to 2) Many
residencies/specialties are not available/would never work with someone who wants
to be Shomer Shabbos. 3) As above mentioned Shabbos issues often arise in the most

"Frum" Shomer Shabbos residences.

At the very least consider inserting a minute or two on a upcoming program
commenting that every individual needs to talk to his/her Rov before going into
medicine and consider the Shabbos challenges before embarking on a career in

medicine.

Dovid, | cannot emphasize the above challenges more -- and it's high time that

awareness and solutions are put forth.
Respectfully yours,

Levi Bennit

Rabbi Lichtenstien
| am a big fan of your podcast.

| had some comments about your recent podcast regarding Halacha and medicine as it

pertains to Shabbos observance.
A bit about myself:

| am yeshiva educated (Yeshiva Gedola of Passaic). | am currently a practicing
neurologist at the Cleveland Clinic. | graduated medical school in 2009 from University
of Maryland in Baltimore. My medical school class had 4 Yeshiva educated boys from



various yeshiva backgrounds. We were all committed to meticulous Shabbos
observance from the outset. Not one of us ever came in on Shabbos or Yom Tov as a
medical student. This was fairly easy to work out during our third and fourth year
rotations (during the Dr. Kalish interview, he opined that this would be difficult to work

out at a standard medical school).

We all found Shomer Shabbos residencies in our chosen specialties (neurology,
emergency medicine, internal medicine, radiation oncology) and not one of us worked
on Shabbos or Yom Tov through our residency training programs. This was more
difficult to work out but was doable with some sacrifice. All of us currently have jobs as
practicing physicians where we don't have any work responsibilities on Shabbos or Yom

Tov.

My main point is: If Shabbos observance is a top priority for the Frum physician,
it can be worked out, if one is willing to make sacrifices along the way for the

sake of Shabbos observance.

| wish this perspective had been expressed in the podcast, as it is critically important for
this attitude to be disseminated among potential Frum physicians. | would be happy to
share more about my experiences with you further if you feel it we be helpful. During my
journey | was particularly inspired by a young, erudite Frum Talmid Chacham and
physician from Staten Island named Dr. Akiva Bergman who encouraged me along the

way. He would be an excellent guest to discuss the topic on your show.
With the utmost admiration for your incredible work.

Yonatan Spolter

One comment - | know this is not your intention at all, but this past week you had four
guests — Dr. Steinberg, Dr. Kadish, and two medical professionals. On three occasions
you said, "l disagree," to Dr. Steinberg, and although he tried explaining you reiterated
your point again and again. It seemed as if you were just attacking him. (Honestly, he
answered your objections well, and perhaps you just didn't get what he was saying -
there is a language element there, of course.)



With regard to Dr. Kadish, you began with a strong question, which he never ever
answered or even addressed. You had asked that being that a doctor loses
experiencing Shabbos as a Jew does, is it an appropriate field for a Frum person. He
answered that a student/resident can be busy doing the rounds in a way that does not
violate Halacha. He completely missed the question, and was never called on it. Nor did
anyone suggest that making the rounds (instead of Davening and learning and eating
with your family) is not the best way to spend your Shabbos....

So my point is that the Talmid Chacham is attacked and the provost is granted a free
pass. The meta-message is a message of disrespect to Torah.

| am certain this was not intended. And | am not going to tell you what to do. Nor
criticize. | merely give feedback on what it sounded like to this listener's ear.

Many thanks and blessings for continued Zikuy Harrabim,

Moishe Cohen

Thanks for the great shiur

Just to point out about the discussion if being in a women's stomach is enough
to consider her the mother. | would suggest an interesting proof, from Hilchos Tolohim
(o'v'2in) even though the baby is not a worm.!!

Worms that are born in the fish are a loud to be eaten, a problem came up when they
found out that the worms are actually coming from the outside only to grow in the fish,
and that's why there are n'zo19 naiwn who don't permit eating these fish any more.

But we find already in earlier Poskim | think the Minchas Ani that says it's "\nin, because
the only way it is possible to develop to a live worm is buy being in the fish which this is
what Chazal meant they are created from the fish.

The same idea is what the rabbi was trying to say, that this might be sufficient by
humans to be considered being a mother.



(He just added In the end that science has proven that it is a lot more than that, she
actually adds to the baby by carrying it).

Thanks again

Yisroel Rosenberg

Comments on Previous Shows
Show 252-253 - Agunah
Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein

If they say that you can earn your 'Olam Haba' in one minute, | feel confident that you
have earned yours!!!

By blowing the corrupt Beis Din system out of the water, and by publicizing Nechama
Esther Wasserman's plight and introducing the new pre/post-nuptial agreement, you
have helped countless people!!

HaShem should bless you for having the courage to clean out the swamp. "Tzion
B'Mishpat Tee'Padeh V'Shaveha B'Tzedaka". You have definitely done your share.

Chazak V'ematz!! and Yasher Koach to you.

Sholom Aleichem Headlines Team !!

First of all a Grosse Yasher Koach to Reb Dovid and his team for an invaluable
excellent insightful podcast each week. | look forward to listening each week, | enjoy
Reb Dovids style of interviewing and his intellectually honest approach to even the most
hot topics and his upstanding and unmovable Torah true values. He is a true Mentsch.

My esteem for him grows each week ... the Agunah episode was a real knockout !!




Really enjoyed your push for a Pleasant Torah

Obviously many do disagree as we see every day many basking in suffering (and
indeed throughout Shas there are lots of references to some who took on issurin
intentionally).

In addition to the sources you brought, the one that breaks me apart every Shabbos is
Shama Vatismach Tzion, Vatagelnah Bnos Yehuda L’'maan Mishpatecha Hashem. Our
rules should make everyone happy, even the zionists and the young women. If that’s
not happening, it means we are not enforcing the right Mishpatim

Hi Reb Dovid,

| first should Thank you for your informative and interesting Podcasts on various
Halachik topics. | have been listening for many years and | absolutely look forward to
your weekly podcasts.

This is an interesting case in the UK that allowed a woman to private prosecute her get
refuser in UK court. The end result was that the woman received her Get.

This may be something you may want to look into and investigate the Halachik legality

and ramifications; will this help solve Agunah issue?
Check out the link for details.

https://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/landmark-case-sees-woman-obtain-get-after-

launching-private-prosecution-against-husband-for-coercive-1.495362

Thank you,

Yossi Blachman


https://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/landmark-case-sees-woman-obtain-get-after-launching-private-prosecution-against-husband-for-coercive-1.495362
https://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/landmark-case-sees-woman-obtain-get-after-launching-private-prosecution-against-husband-for-coercive-1.495362
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