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Comments on the Show
Hi Rav Dovid,

| heard you mention more than once that the Torah compares Rape to murder. As much
as | would like to believe that this is the case, this is simply not true. You are well aware
that the only comparison made is the attempted rape of a married woman. This would
seem to be because of the bien Adam lemakom aspect of the severity of Arayos.

As troubling as is it may be to us we have to admit that the Torah slaps a mere financial
penalty on the Rape of a single girl with the money going to the father in the case of a
minor.

Perhaps it has to be understood in the context of the Ancient Near East or in some
other fashion and it is troubling but to attempt to paint the Torah’s view of Rape as
progressive is only attempting to trick the uneducated.

| appreciate your attempts to beautify the Torah and make it relevant to todays
generation. (Which certainly it is) but | don’t think attempting to white wash the difficult
parts does any good.

Really enjoy your program!

Moshe Katz

I'd like to make a correction of sorts to a statement made during the episode. During the
interview with Jonathan Rosenblum, you said that "anybody that had anything to do with
[Jeffrey Epstein] has been ostracized". That may be true in some cases, but in at least
one instance it's demonstrably false: Throughout the late 90s and early 2000s, one Mr.
Alan Dershowitz flew on the "Lolita Express" at least 11 times (per flight logs), visited
Epstein's homes in New York and Palm Beach on multiple occasions and vacationed at
his private island. In a 2003 magazine profile, Dershowitz was quoted as saying "I'm on
my 20th book....the only person outside of my immediate family that | send drafts to is
Jeffrey" and that, even if Epstein had filed for bankruptcy and lost all financial influence,
"l [Dershowitz] would be as interested in him as a friend if we had hamburgers on the
boardwalk in Coney Island and talked about his ideas.” Later, when Epstein was first


https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2003/03/jeffrey-epstein-200303?currentPage=1

indicted in 2007, Dershowitz was a member of his defense team and assisted him in
obtaining the non-prosecution agreement that halted an FBI investigation seeking
additional victims and put Epstein back on the streets by mid-2009. Finally, in 2014, one
of Epstein's victims alleged that Dershowitz had witnessed other minors being abused
and sexually assaulted her himself (an allegation he vehemently denies).

Even assuming he is innocent of the final charge (an assumption that is perhaps not
deserved), Dershowitz was clearly a close personal friend of Epstein’s for the decade
immediately prior to his horrific behavior becoming exposed. The notion that he was that
close to Epstein for so long but had no idea something wasn't badly amiss strains the
bounds of credulity. Nevertheless, he has not been "ostracized", and can still frequently
be found as a featured contributor or guest on cable news, magazines, radio shows and
podcasts.

Best,

David Birnbaum
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Tefilin is learned out of Talmud Torah where women are 1109 — being a part of Yetzias
Mitzrayim does not make women a"inn as evidenced by the gemara learning matza for
women from the ynn 1io0'x.

The word 1ny could very well be k717 17 as is clear in the gemara Bava Kama 38a and
it is for a specific reason we say it is X7 by the halachos of 7'Tn.

The Mitzva of 119'0 the night of pesach is not contingent upon having a son to tell the
story to, as we see if one has no children he must still be 190n so it is not considered a
“[an 7y ax nixn” as the others in pwIT 'on.

Samuel Obstfeld
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Hello my name is Sruly modes, and | would like to try to answer the weekly riddles.
1. A) According to one Shita in Tosfos this concept is only by D'rabanan'’s.

B) Many Reshonim learn its only by "Persumai nisa", this is just a "Zeicher".



C) The Chasam Sofer answers the main reason for the Mitzva is Ahavas Hashem,
Yitzias Mitzraim is only a side point.

D) This is not a "Zeicher" for the nes of leaving Mitzraim, rather a "Ois" that Hashen
runs the world as evident B'shas Yitzias Mitzraim (see Ramban).

2. A) Rabbainu Bachya explains this Limud is only after Maten Torah, before that all
nations were equall.

B) The G"RA explains the Pasuk as saying the Jews should ask among themself, as in
this way they'll find favor in the Egyptians eyes.

3. A) R' Dovid Soloveitzk explains the Mishna only lists what's a father's responsibly to
accomplish for his son (see brc"s), however this is the father's own duty, the son is just
the "pair of Tefillin" necessary for the Kiyum Mitzva.

B) The Ponevisher Rav explains this isn't a Mitzva for itself, rather a rule in how to be
Mekayim the Chiyuv Talmud Torah, which is already listed.
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Hi Reb Dovid
Here are this week's riddles
1. (not sure if this question is a trick or not!!)

The gemara in kiddushin 33-35 discusses this, and it is a mitzvas nnaa nrnw nwy bc as
tosfos in eruvin 96a says that night is not a time for tefillin, as well as shabbos and yom
tov. the kol-bo says that the reason for this pettur is bc she is needed to help her
husband and not be busy with those mitzvos. and the orchos chaim asks that it says in
eruvin that michal bas kushi wore tefillin, and the beis yosef answers that tosfos there
says that the chachamim were moiche. Some say that Rashi's daughters also wore
tefillin, this is debatable as there are a number of problems with this.

2. the s'dei chemed (klal 7 siman 13) says that the mitzvah of sipur yetzias mitzrayim is
included in the mitzvah of talmud torah. he also brings the Rosh (shu"t 24:2) that no
brooch is made on the mitzvah bc you are yoitze even through hirhur.

3. rabeinu bechai says that before matan torah everyone was "re'ehu” and only after did
non-jews and slaves become excluded. he brings pesukim to back this up. see also
what he says in parshas yisro (20:16). see also the avnei nezer (324:2) and the imrei
tzvi (17) and even ha'azel (nizkei mamon 8:13, 2) and others, who all bring this down.

thank you very much for a truly informative and important show this week, truly a must
listen for all of klal yisroel.

regards, shloimy berlin
Hi,
Some answers to this week's riddles:

1) The Chasam Sofer (Orach Chaim 185) asks this question, and answers that while the
pasuk may mention yetzias mitzrayim in relation to Tefillin, that is not the primary



reason we wear them. The primary reason is that which is mentioned in kerias shema:
ahavas Hashem and kabalas ol malchuso. Therefore, there is no "af hem hayu be'oso
hanes" that would cause women to be chayav despite Tefillin being a mitzvas asei
she'hazman gerama.
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Alternatively, perhaps this question could be precisely why the Gemara in Kiddushin
(34a) learns the petur of mitzvas asei she’hazman gerama in the case of Tefillin from
Talmud Torah: because taken alone, we wouldn't know that women are patur.
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2) The Rabbeinu Bachya asks this question (Bo 11:2) and answers that only after
Matan Torah did "re'ehu” mean only a Jew; until then, we were all "re'im".
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The Vilna Gaon asks this question (Kol Eliyahu, Bo) as well, and answers that in fact
the "re'ehu” here is talking about a fellow Jew, not a Mitzri, and the Jews were
borrowing from one another.
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As a third possible answer, I'd like to suggest that the word "re'ehu" is being used in two
different contexts, one literal and one figurative. In the case of the Mitzrim, Hashem was
literally telling people to go to their actual Egyptian neighbors and borrow things, and in
that context anyone can be a "re'ehu". However, in the cases cases where the Torah is
trying to set forth a rule, as in the case of "ki yigach shor ish es shor re'ehu”, the word
re'ehu is being used in a more figurative context (they obviously don't literally need to be
a friend or neighbor) and thus Chazal darshened it to exclude a gentile.

3) An answer said in the name of Rav Meshulam Dovid Soloveitchik (whose yahrzeit is
coming up shortly on the 18th of Shevat) is that there is a difference between the
mitzvos listed in the Gemara, the kiyum of which is fundamentally on the son but for
practical reasons must be performed by the father, and v'higadita I'vincha, the kiyum of
which is fundamentally on father but for practical reasons must involve the son.

Alternatively, perhaps it is not listed because, at least according to some, the mitzva
applies equally to the mother as well, and the Gemara is only listing mitzvos that are
specific to the father.

Best,

David Birnbaum

Below are my answers to the riddles from episode 353

1) tefillin is ki bechozek yad. Why aren’t women chayev in tefilin? It would seem pashut
that tefilin are linked in kiddushin x~y 77 more directly to talmud torah than to yetziat
mitzrayim, that is why they are peturot. It's more of a sign of all mitzvot, as opposed to
specifically yetziat mitzrayim. But, for something like the dalet kosot, which are directly
related to yetziat mitzrayim, they of course are chayev in, because o1n ImIXa I'n |0 K.

2) why are mitzrim reehu? Because this is before matan torah. After matan torah an
akum stopped being reehu. Rabbeinu Bachya on this pasuk. 11:2
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3) why isn’t sipur yetziat mitzrayim included in the mishna. The Sefer Hachinuch (mitzva
21) writes that the nixn of 712%7 nTani is X171 X7, Kiddushin only mentioned mitzvot that
are uniquely father-son. This mitzva is really on anyone.

N2 70 DY 17'9X R, X7IT IX7 ,)127 2mdn MR nnl.
Thanks for your excellent and enjoyable podcast,

Jared Anstandig



Question #1:

1. Harerei Kedem (1:173) answers in the name of Rav Moshe Soloveitchik, zt”] that ymwa vn 0 au
U7 is only a 3»nn in mitzvos which are mitzvos of 891 079 such as ner chanukah, megilah, and
arba kosos. Since the women were involved in the neis, they have a chiyuv to publicize the neis. The
mitzvah of tefillin, on the other hand, is to remember the neis, not to publicize it (the parshiyos are
hidden), so D30 1MN2 1*0 30 9 is not 23»NK1 women in the mitzvah.

2.1 think you could give another answer: The pasuk also says regarding tefillin * 0 nn AR wns
T*a2". So the Torah gives 2 reasons for the mitzvah — zecher I’ yetziyas mitzrayim and to have a7
mn constantly on your mind. Perhaps only someone to whom both reasons are applicable is 2»n in
the mitzvah. Since women are not chayav in Talmud Torah, they are exempt from the mitzvah.

Question #2:

The Rabbeinu Bechaya (Shemos, 11:2) answers that before Matan Torah everyone was considered *
7" as everyone was on “equal footing.” After Matan Torah, only Sxwer oy is called 10y because
they are ;pnb oA, The goyim lost this title because they did not want to accept the Torah.

Question #3:

1. The Braissa only enumerates mitzvos which are mitzvos of the 12 — mitzvos that in principle are his
obligation — only the father to help the son fulfill his obligation, these are: milah, pidyon haben, talmud
torah, getting married, and learning a trade. The mitzvah of 7135 n7am, on the other hand, is the
father’s mitzvah. It is his mitzvah to tell the story — only he needs someone to tell the story to. The first
choice is to tell the story to his son. Indeed, if he has no son he tells it to someone else or even to
himself and he is still ¥¥1 the mitvah. Since this is the father’s mitevah, not the son’s mitzvah, it is not
in the Braissa.

2. The mitzvah of sipur yetziyas mitzrayim is fundamentally a mitzvah of Talmud Torah: to teach the
son the drashos (we darshen the parsha of »ax 7an m9n) and halachos of pesach (relating hilchos
pesach is also a o1 of the mitzvah) — see Harerei Kedem (2, pg. 215). Relating other parts of the story
as well is relating the story as recorded in the Torah and Chazal — so it too is talmud torah. As such, we
can say that the mitvah of sipur yetziyas mitzrayim is included in the category of “Talmud Torah”
which the Braissa includes in the list of axn 5y 320 nnan,

Kol Tuv,
Daniel Handwerger



T 9'WO NOY |N'O |'Y'Inl1 10INnI DT NN [INN Taxn NPY%0 VO5wN [YIn X"n1

"1 2"30 DTIN) 7m prn ndNn% 01aT ' 7 g A"y 197 2127 17 700 nfann noimn DTRT XM

.(xxamn 0" nni "o n'o 'P'MT MM NN N n'o

nn "0 NV n'o vVOWnN |wIn 'Y

MY T YYE? ONm niMan NN 720 oxT andi piaran n"nn 3" 7' n" 1 and J'd nomn oTRT XM
701N 9N RNT 'RN 1MAT PRI IR DT )IRNY WUYIE 7MY 1maNn 'Ra 7¥n? I nimn T'09n7 Ik 0Dy
7257 nixn pharn n"nn 7'rT 2" T 9107 T X n"T 9"y 910 At W'l nmn 1aK7 110X 1ma
75 N 17y VOIWN 7Y ORI TIY q'01' K7W D NWYN DOYI 0D7IN TIVIL'179 Ndn 1179 VOIYY TANT DX
27D NWY' IMANNA 'K 17'¥N7 710 OXR XTI INDA TN NN DR 7'¥n 0T )7 'ROOMIRT Tann 110 17 ©uR
q0mn 27 3"K17"OY X'91 Kl 1M2'RN TAR NONT7NA |INN T'09'1 VOIYY TA'W 11V MNI* KNY IR XT' YPT NN
7'¥n7 0710 DXT RO'YOI [INN T'09N NIN D "'yI VOIYY TA'W K7 DX 17'¥N7 X"NI K2 NID 7% XONT
M MY T'0ON7 AR NIOK T ITAN? KPIT 10N [INNT TIVI KIN DIXAL YT [Inn 10mn T'o9'w 'y 10nin

nim

A' 9'Vo NdBY |n'o |'|U'"JI q0INI 0T NN [INN TARN nnYa voYwN @in Ny |I'I'7I|U

102271 NOXY7I INIDNT D'0IX DD 'TAIY T2 NONY MNIN [Y¥Ni 11IAxXn Yomn 7



Rabbi Leff
N Q'WO NNV N'o NI7'AaN N7 DY T ANy [N

JX7IN KDLV K7 INIR T'O0N PRIV [Y7ARNN 'RE LT 797 Ny Doynn 'R K ,NYT? 1YY TaRnn

.0"N7 T2 XINY 12T 721 072X NOM2 1'7Y DMK MW 117V Py AN

2 -2 Nd70 2 P19 Uoln MMYI DX Nida n"ann

INANI 12 KX RN 97 1IN0 NN N9 IN LN 'TAY N7WUY IR NN DX ANNYT 200 DIvn 72X
N NN N2 'KEDMYT? DN ATNT T DAND (VXD DT 91V 1780 TNR 72 ,1NXY DX 20NN 21,000

AT

NN N7 T Y K7W XY 21NN 0T 19Y INT DTR OTRN 0T )91Y MNIX XIN DY LR RIN PY [l
T OTRN TN L1907 AN 1197 NN 10MN DT NYATR N7 TN L, IMYY 2NN AT WINTR DD'NIWo17 DonT
NN LNYNT Y7 MWW 1K) WAL, NN DR ANNT7 DNNK DIYA AT DTRN W9 NIXK WNTX I'NK W'

.0mwv4 ion m'1

X ND'70 T 719 AN Tin'tn npYa n"am

,A0IN7 DIY TV AN TN 'K 17 '2X DY 721 RIN 7ITa DDNY '9 7V X D210 T Y710 1'RY 200N I
X707 NNIT 27N DX DN NNAXLKRIN NIRAY 'NR'M D 10N 1R DINENYT NNY' [DD 'NSY D TNNIY

JN'ON NN YRR 7R I OX 109N 1IWRA NNIN NIKAXY N

N 9'YO INN [N'0 "IN TIN7N NN AYT A Y INIY

20mMY7 TN TY AN PTN7 'R L17 D'DMY DY 721 KN 21TA DONY 'S 7V X ,NAI0 T )70 1'RY 20N

X N7 T 9 AN TN YA InmA NaT

20MY7 Y TV A FTA7NNA 'R 17 'Y YN 721 KIN 2ITA DDNY 'S 7V X D10 T2 Y710 1'RY 200 DI
Iwpn 'n "o 1" "oa Y"'wal n"n7a i anon NN Iwpar R IK7 DX 109N DNIN 1WA DEMSY D NIy
DY "NT IXT'NI D2 77'N K71 DNO 11201 [V DTR7 ANRN 7T A'RN "D 21Ma 0T P'R7nn 1"0 naan 'onaT
AN WA 1"'wa 0w "y XKW 7OKR K7 0" X" P20 'ona 'R D wnT 1272 KINT ynwn k¥n X "™

.n"n'72 2"



NXNY DT X170 XN DY N0 UKXIAI D"DY 'dON 950N TN7W NR11 02121 NN 11°20T TINA NWR' DINX
TINY7 ywn 7w 1'on M7 12 7707 wrT mynw 77 I 1"ARR 'onl 0w 'Y anRn TIiN%7 annt winT? n"
NV DA YY YW OV 1ANY 1'9N 7aR YInn 2100 1NA7 v 7T 0TR 190 )INNT LN 190 )Inn
'MAAI IN'ON XPUT IN'ON NN YRR IR IK? DX IN'9N NN IWRA 1D 2N OX D PUTE DTR? ANnwni
2N1Y7 N7 071 W91 YT'Y 7T 110 YT YT awth W Al NYNOTE ANKT XNI9N TN X' n"i nwpm

.DNM190N N7109 NN DIRN

1 2270 N' 719 "YTNI0 NRYA TMAT

NI 7 NIYOIN INNIY KIN N2 WITEN A7 X7X 117 DTR 7Y 1W91 'KY 197 DYV N¥j? NNY TWONI

2 "0 NNV N'o AYT NMI' NAIYAN 'NND

TANI "N 'MONXN IIKRI DY 191 170 DY QIunl ON7 10N TNKA 2NV n"ny "o WX 0wl 'lyna "l
Q1Y 72X 7N 19021 "I W'Y 2mMa 1y IR D0 NIART FNNYX 12NN D nWYY 7D 7"URN R 1'RT Inxy
N"N NdMT and oY 0"n 'lwna D] "'y N7y DN W'RINT X719V IX7T 2ND1 N2 17V POROW CWY TRR

[7"y n"nw "o XY 0mwa 'o g nTal KN ?UyRn n"n anra axmn "orT X"'YT R"0 TN 2



Jonathan Rosenblum
N Q'WO NNV N'o NI7'AaN N7 DY T ANy [N

JX7IN KDLV K7 INIR T'O0N PRIV [Y7ARNN 'RE LT 797 Ny Doynn 'R K ,NYT? 1YY TaRnn

.0"N7 T2 XINY 12T 721 072X NOM2 1'7Y DMK MW 117V Py AN

X "0 NNV N'0 AYT AI' NAIYA 'NNO

['RY RIN 1Y "7aRnnT "D 1971 1D 1w 0'2aRnw 0N "anan nyT 72K w'n] 0"hay 'vaip X
NNTE X' RND7N "2 nyTY 019 AR (1w "o TP 1910 DNN NaIwna) it v 1y PT'oon
DAYAI D"aNTND DNOY Y"wa 10N NNdon TAa1 WXRY DN M nwyn? Nd7n7 IR 7ann X"90 n"n7n nvRa
nN'071 7127 DNY NN AWR NTAD1 NNOWN TIAD RD'RT XD X IR NN DINKR 7282 77'n AT ndnw
XN7'M2 221 N1 NP NIMNAN NAKR' TX 728NN7 Dmn 0% ' OX 73X 'wyn 7% Dnn TNRY N7y
N'NY 17 702N NNRA 0K 17'9X 72RNNT n7NND7 NNINT DM 700 1T XY Taxn 717 0 X7e aRanal
[W7 72K 77'nn M1 D270 7aR VI T A "annd AT TIve D ' Tnaon Rl TMYRN T 79D 19
"yl [w'"y Ty n"nana a"o 0"77 "o N"Na "W apy' PNX' DNNAN 2 TIAdA 77'nnd D070 'K NNSWN Da9
ANKR YT R'RT 720me xT ow 0"'n 'lyna Ty andi] nta w'n N o 't [Roxa ""innn nTIn 'an? n"iva
NYUyN nYIy 12'R 17 M1 DNY DTN 7' X7 My nwyn nwy X7¢ 100 D1 [Ia0 Dy0 My T X7 T"75RNN
75 IX7 nyo' D D'WTREA DNNRY 21707 10N X7 072X IRYT 197 anann 212Nl R 1D DITWANRD 'y
ANX DIPNY IX ONK AT2 NN D0 DIY ANd ‘N IR 1YY M 1 )"wnT mxy TaRn? nmnd
wTIN 2" 70 KR TR Ni7 700 0'9aRY ToO9N 'RY |DIXA INM] NYY Yapn [N OXT V1w 7" 19
R .90 Y7 MNNT N7 KNIERY'YA D'YWO DMWY RIQA RN YW ART7 nwT KT N 70 RUNO'NND XnyoT
D'72NN 'R 17'9X 7"YN DN'ARY NNKRQ DNXYA D'YTIY 020 DX 072K XY Y'Y DIPN2 17001 wrTp iy
"D 0'01IX N2 2"7 "o X"ann w'nn "1 D1'wON D'NNN 0'7TIA DN N WETRE DNNIR OX DT DT DNNR
2"YRND 12'T NN 'K 12T 790 T W' OX DIAK .DNKRD DN N7'TA DIPNn2 NNSWN TIAd 7V WINT XD |'NI
N1 NV YR NAR'Y 1M DY TR TR DMK Y7 n'n 0217t imanpa 1"y nmnn ox 17'98 X7 'R
[9IXQ DN'AN NNY NI7 DNINT? INAY D'ONIYAI DOP7N 12T DNYAX NNW) Tl AT [y 7"YT 0'9NIY '

[¢"y Ty N2 nn Ak XN 0Ny RN ooy





