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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions
Reb Dovid,

This is my first time answering the riddle of the week. | really enjoy your podcast and it
is something | look forward to listening to each week. | have also enjoyed your sessions
online with our Rabbi R' Michel Twerski Shlita and Rebitzen Feigie. | did have the zchus
to learn in the same chaburah in the Mir as one of your sons in 2009 after | got married

and he was still single at the time.

| looked into this and found the following answer. There was no actual guard at the Beis
Medrash. The Rabbi Gamliel kept out those who were not tocho kbaro was in a
guestion on the entrance exam. Every student who wished to join was asked this
guestion and were expected to provide an honest answer as to whether they were
holding in this level or not as they were the only one who knew the true answer to this
guestion and no other human had the ability to tell this on their own. When Rabbi Elizer
ben Azaria replaced him he removed this question and requirement and now even
those that didn't meet this high level were allowed to join the beis medrash as well.

Thank You

Gabi Krinsky

1. Their was no guard who was actually able to discern if someone was "Tocha
kebaro", rather everyone was locked out, only those who were truly "Tocha kebaro"

managed to figure out how to make their way in (as evident in the story of hillel).

2. The Ber Miriam (2 melachim 5) explains that the main blockade on the non "Tocha
kebaro" students, was the power of the "Yirah" that Raban Gamliel radiated. The day he
was lowered from his position, that fear was diminished, and there were therefore many

more who were able to enter.



3. In truth it's an interesting question, as it's said that the arizal was able to see on one's
face any sin committed in a lifetime, certainly in those times judging ones motives

wasn't the biggest deal.
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The Shomer were his own words.

Alternative answer the doors were locked and it was difficult to enter so only a person
who really wanted could enter and study

Alberto Yohros
Hi Reb Dovid

Here is this week's riddle: [the maharsha and ben yehoyada say that it refers to a talmid
chacham who learns shelo lishma. and see the lechem mishna (talmud torah 4:1) who



says that the shomer was only appointed there to let in those that were already checked
and cleared that they were toichoi kebaroi.] The divrei yisroel (klalei de'oiraisa 1)
explains that rabban gamliel created a malach who could tell who was toichoi kebaroi or
not. but he asks how did the people see the malach and know not to enter? he answers
that the malach was ruchni and entered the heart of the person and convinced them
that it wasn't correct to go in.

Yaasher koach!

Shloimy Berlin
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Dear Reb Ari
Thank you for another wonderful program.
In answer to the riddle:

1. The Sadigura Rebbe says that the doors were all locked to the Beis Midrash. If a
student wanted to learn they would have to prove it by forcing their way in or find some
other way to learn like Hillel did. If they can find a way in, that would prove their desire

to learn Torah.

2. The Admur of Ger says that there was no guard at the door at all. But Rabban
Gamliel's proclamation was enough to keep away anyone who wasn't serious about

learning.
Kol Tov
Levi Silman

Cape Town



Comments on the Shiur

My family has been in America for six generations and we were one of the lucky few to
have had grandparents and parents who were zoche to have attended Yeshivas in
America. The Yeshivas we attended were Rabbi Jacob Joseph School (RJJ), Mesivta
Tifereth Jerusalem (MTJ), Yeshiva of Hudson County led by Rav Chaim Levine ZTL, the
son of Rav Aryeh Levine and brother in law of Rav Elysahav, and Mirrer Yeshiva in
Flatbush. 1 am very fortunate to say that almost all of our fellow yeshiva friends
remained frum and in most cases were zoche to make a great Kiddish Hashem during
their lives. We knew that to survive we could not “follow the crowd” and we all felt lucky
to be part of the select few who were zoche to be taught by great Talmedi Chachomim.

| was therefore appalled to hear that some of the invited speakers tried to justify a
corrupt lifestyle of over-indulging gashmious and a lifestyle based on following the
crowd because” times have changed,” or” we need a break.” We all revere the great
Chofetz Chaim and are extremely careful to meticulously follow evey word stated in his
holy “Mishnah Brurah” even when we know it is a chumra. We forgot that the Chofetz
Chaim also wrote many other seforim know as the “Kisvei Chofetz Chaim.” Anyone
who spends even one week reading the “Kisvei Chofetz Chaim” will immediately see
that the Chofetz Chaim abhors living a lavish lifestyle. He clearly shows how such as
lifestyle is keneged (the opposite of) Torah.

In addition, | have worked for the government as an auditor for ten years. | am a
Certified Fraud Examiner and it is well known that the primary, initial evidence of Fraud
is: “A LAVISH LIFESTYLE!” Most audits that | participated in required us to check the
motor vehicle and real estate records of taxpayers. We have a video of the outside of
any taxpayer’'s home and compare these records to a taxpayers tax return. When a
discrepancy is found, a judge almost always issues a subpoena to see the taxpayers
emails and credit card records. When these records do not match a taxpayers records,
an investigation is made. This unfortunately often leads Chas Vshalom, to a terrible
Chillel Hashem.

Most of the Charedi neighborhoods in the NY and NJ metropolitan area are considered
Federal Poverty Zones. When we live a lavish lifestyle which directly contradicts our



poverty zone status we are all in danger. Any leader who support such a lifestyle should
see a financial psychiatrist.

Raphael Grossman



Shiur Suggestions
Hi,
| haven’t heard broadcast’s recently.
Just an idea that | think is worth exploring.
Is everyone expected to become a gadol?

What's a good way to determine if/when a yungerman should take the plunge of leaving

kollel to go to the workforce?
Should a baal habas say it’s time to go back to yeshiva?
There are many topics in the book called, ‘The Real Me’ by R Yakov Butchkovsky.

It would be interesting if you can interview R Ahron Lopiansky, R Simcha Klein
(ahavasolam@gmail.com) author of noion n7wa n'x |2 and R Mosh Ginsburg

(rabbiginsburg@amail.com) translator of The Real Me.

Here are some other pointers:

Is kollel for everyone?

Should the yeshiva system embrace working as an option vis-a-vis learning?
Can certain struggles dictate a specific path to pursue?

I’'m sure I'll think up more ideas, but for now..

Thank you..

Thank You!

Yisroel Maines


mailto:ahavasolam@gmail.com
mailto:rabbiginsburg@gmail.com

Rabbi Moshe Walter
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