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Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein,

Riddle 1: Possibly, this riddle comes up in another form as well. Hashem promised the
Avos to make a nation from their descendants yet He tells Moshe of His plan to destroy
Klal Yisroel and replace them with a nation descending from Moshe. The Meforshim
explain that although since Moshe descends from the Avos, making a nation
exclusively from him would not strictly speaking violate His promise even though it
would go against the spirit of the promise. Hashem can do that as a punishment.
Similarly, though the inference of Hashem's promise was that He would bring the
yidden who left Mitrayim into Eretz Yisroel, strictly speaking Hashem didn't give this
promise to any individuals; just Klal Yisroel as a whole. Thus, the Shevuah Tovah is not
being retracted.

Riddle 2: | assume that the riddle is specifically not according to the Mishna Brurah who
holds that the requirement to wash ones hands after touching ones foot is because of
cleanliness. According to the Mishna Brurah, Lichorah the answer is simple that the
hands and feet get cleaned at the same moment and thus the feet do not "re-
contaminate” the hands. This is not comparable to the Rishonim (the Raavad) that hold
that one needs to wash ones hands twice to get off the Tamei water from the first rinse
because over there it is a real Tumah Dirabanan not a technical cleanliness
requirement. If one holds, however, that touching ones feet is because of Ruach Raah
then Lichorah it is shver just like nitilas yadayim. As a theory, maybe no Ruach Raah
exists in the Beis Hamikdash because of the great Kedushah.

Thank you for all that you do for Klal Yisroel,

Ephraim Berger



1) I think this this question was asked in show 273 already.

According to the Targum Ben Uziel who says that on Pesach night Hashem transported
the Jewish people to Israel and then brought them back that night it could be that the
question doesn’t begin.
Alternatively, the Rambam in his hakdama to Mishna explains that the reason the
promise can’t go unanswered is because Hashem wouldn’t let the Navi be proven a
Navi Sheker but if it were something between someone and Hashem then Hashem
could retract because of a sin. We can suggest that Moshe who was already a proven
prophet by the time the Jews died would be similar since the issue of retracting is that
the Navi is considered a Navi Sheker and not that be’etsem Hashem doesn’t retract.
Alternatively the Rambam’s rule doesn’t apply to a tnai explicitly stated in relation to the
prophecy. Hashem prefaced the promise by saying vida’tem ki ani Hashem which was
an explicit tnai.

2) The foot isn’t intrinsically tam’e like a sherets. The Ben Ish Chai (Shana Rishona
Parshat Toldot) explains that the when we go to sleep at night we have a ruach ra’a that
attaches itself to the ends of the body which are the hands and feet. We wash our
hands to remove the ruach ra’a in from them but the level of ruach ra’a on the feet is so
strong that even washing them will not remove the ruach ra’a and thus touching one’s
feet with one’s hands require one to wash his hands just like touching a someone’s
hands before they wash them in the morning. However, the Ben Ish Chai explains that
the obligation to wash one’s feet on Erev Shabbat is because the the zechut of Shabbat
helps and removes his ruach ra’a. Similarly he explains that bizchut the Mikdash and

the Avodah the Kohanim were able to wash away the ruach ra’a from the feet.

Akiva lbragimov

Hi,

1. | think that the short answer is that in fact the good nxi was actually npna
because they actually did go in to *"x (at least their descendants). And | would
say even more, that Hashem never intended to kill them and what he said that
he’s going to kill them was only a threat.



| once heard a 7wn on this concept, that it is like a father picks up his hand and
make believe that he is going to smack his child, even though he never planned
on smacking him.

The truth is that the gemara in 2"y T 9T n11 nTAy says 1wy X7 17 2 ywin' "X
NX1'"7 DNY DT D227 N'NN' T CNKIY NAIWN 2527 N9 INND N7 X7R 7aun DR TR
IR XY, NWYN IMIRG IR TIT RT RN 2 WM Diwn ane A"RT e aronma 7 mix
INIX? IR 7R X71;0772 790 291020 T ,nwyn INIR? (XY TIT X7 ;nwun IR '
DXV 17 17 1Y Nn7 K78 ,0M0 7 MIR AR DN 0T D227 AN M 2T ,NYYn
IN7] :0"wn nion+ (172 :17) DINIX - 11AX IXVN ORI, TN 78X 17D 117 DMK - T'NY XVN
a1y 7¥x +D%7. From this gemara we see that the whole 7ay in fact was
something planned by God in order to teach them naiwn.

And | think that this was actually the niayo from Moshe to Hashem in ar 2% that he
had promised the land to the niax.

2. | think the answer is that in most places where washing is required, the reason is
to become clean, and that’s why it is not a problem to touch the feet once it is
cleaned. And I'll try to prove it.

"o X"N) K"AWIN NAIYNI NI RD W0 T [1'0 1722 DTX NANIN NR7n 0N MR Y |N71v .1
(ax¥p

DY Y'Y '97 ,0TNA D'0DNN NINIENAL ' 1WA Va7 K7W 07K IR 079N 0T N

(D10 DNIYY 'VD ,KANIT (W'D ,DY'T "7In'7n) Nyt *2mn

Tn'o 0N MK oI N .2
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And | would add that even if you say that washing from the 211 is not to clean
hands and feet, but rather aamd>n na'taor something like the x"awn says
by nnw o' n7'o1 that it is because of a person is a nwTnh n-"2a etc., there’s
for sure no reason not to be allowed to touch the feet.

Binyomin Mezei

Good Morning,

For the first riddle you could say that Hashem said "I will destroy the yidden" the same
way he told Avraham to shecht his son. It was more of a test to bring out Moshe's love

of Klal Yisroel.



For the second riddle you can say that you can't compare the kohen washing there
hands and feet to tovel im shertz biyado because in the case of the sheretz, the sheretz
remains impure, But here in this case the kohan's feet are actually being purified

Good Shabbos

Y Kaltmann

Hi it's Sruly Modes, these are my answers to the weekly riddles.

1. A) The Tzlach explains that since the reason for the Rambam is in order to maintain a

Navi's Nemanes, this isn't applicable by Moshe were it says "Yaminu leolam”.

B) Rashi implies that Hashem had no plans on destroying his nation, rather the intent
was to implore Moshe to pray.

C) There was no specific promise to these particular individuals, rather to the nation as
a whole, Hashem always planed to reward this nation, just not through those particular

people (see Aven Ezra on the Nevua of "eschem").

D) The Ohr Hachaim explains that the Rambam doesn't apply here, as there was a
specific stipulation on the promise. Although the Rambam clearly states even when the
promise is made on condition, seemingly the Ohr Hachaim is differentiating between an
outside condition ("milsa achreti"), and here were the original Havtacha in it of itself is
that the people worthy of going will enter.

E) Alternatively we can explain that the promise was made to the people worthy, the
nation of post Eigal weren't those who the promise was said to original (see Beis Halavi

on the havtacha to zarecha).
F) The Radvaz differentiates between not fulfilling a condition, and sinning.

2. A) The Ben Ish chai explains that we can't learn this out from the Mikdash, as there

was a stronger power of Kedusha.



B) Since there was a Din to wash both hands and feet, the Tuema was removed from
both of them together. This can't be compared to someone who touches his foot after
already completing to wash.



Comments on the Shiur

| was surprised you did this episode without having on Rabbi Natan Slifkin (Zoo Rabbi)
of the blog rationalist Judaism and who wrote the book The Challenge of Creation that
addresses all these issues in an incredibly comprehensive way. Please have him on to

address this!

Rena Lauer

Good morning Reb Dovid,
Was nice meeting you at the MFO Conference. | was the one from Lightwater Capital.

R' Aaron Lopiansky is in his series on Da Ma Shetashiv la'apikores said a fascinating
point on this discussion of science. | believe it's in one of the shiurim on evolution, and |
think it was from R' Chaim Shmulevits zl, but | could be wrong. He said "Torah is
eternal, yet science changes every era. If you box the Torah into the science of today,

you will find yourself with serious problems when the science changes tomorrow."
| thought that was a fascinating nekudah.

Yasher koach again for all that you do.

Hi
| enjoy your shows very much. You have a great way of speaking about topics that are

not generally discussed publicly.
However, | would like to point out two soft criticisms.

The first one is about the show concerning Mikva. While you did touch on many
important points, it was extremely crude in the manner in which you attempt to logic with
how the Halacha should be concerning chatzitzas etc. There is much learning in
mehalech hapsak and the word shimush in relating to learning from rabbonim doesn’t
refer only to how to view a mareh. It is primarily how to approach a sugya in Halacha.



While you definitely know how to learn and | have heard from your Chaveirim in Mir
Flatbush and Lakewood how much you knew how to learn, when it comes to Halacha
one must know the nuances of how to approach it the correct way. There are several
seforim that help a young rav gain this perspective as well as numerous shiurim from

Rav Asher Weiss to Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz in how to approach psak.

As such, | think you would be best letting the rabbonim that you interview tell you how
the Halacha should be and not vice versa.This is besides the fact that some things
should just not be said publicly.Obviously if an interviewee brings up a topic, then that is
out of your control. But there are certain things that are just not spoken about publicly.

There are numerous cases reported by Rav Bodner and Rav Shimon Eider that Rav
Moshe told them to write something one way in English in their respective seforim even
if he felt that the Halacha was different. There is something to print for the public and
there is something for someone to speak to a rav about. There is something to
discussed publicly and there is something that is discussed in smaller groups only.

| happened to have mentioned to the mechaber of the sefer that Avi Kahn brought up on
the show about Rav Ephraim Greenblatt’s chazara on his strict stance on not allowing
tevila on yom shvi’i. He told me that when he wrote the sefer he was 28 years old and
many criticized him for printing that and similar things. But when | told him that it was
broadcasted publicly he couldn’t believe it. That was beyond the bounds that he would
believe would be done. Even if he chose to bring up that psak you chose to include it on
the show.

Lastly, if you are going to have a show about balebatim indulging in luxuries - why is
that show being hosted by Ari Wasserman? Perhaps he should have you on the show

so we can have a more authentic and personal look.
Be well,

Ari S.



Rabbi Kahane
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