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Rabbi Dovid Rofeh D’pumis, author of Tzemach Dovid and a descendant of the Aruch, met
with Pope Paul the IV and succeeded in convincing him to rescind decrees against the Jews.
Indeed, he dedicated his sefer to Pope Sixtus the Fifth
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Headlines One
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\ “/ WORLD
NEWS:

Rabbi Lookstein Prays for Obama at
Inauguration Events

Wednesday, January 21st, 2009
by Dov Gordon — YWN

Rabbi Haskel Lookstein, who was the long- standing principal of the Ramaz Jewish
day school in Manhattan, and is the rabbi of [modern orthodox] Congregation Kehilath
Jeshurun, was invited by President Obama to recite a prayer at the National Prayer
Service the day after Obama’s inauguration ceremony.

The following are excerpts of an email written by Rabbi Lookstein:

January 20, 2009

In just a few hours | leave for Washington, D.C., where | will recite a prayer as part
of the National Prayer Service taking place tomorrow morning, Wednesday, January
21, at the National Cathedral. The service, which will be broadcast live at 10:00 a.m.
on MSNBC, will include scriptural readings, prayers, hymns and blessings delivered
by religious leaders from across the United States. The National Prayer Service,
a custom which dates back to the inauguration of President George Washington,
will conclude the activities surrounding the inauguration of President Barack
Obama.
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I am humbled and excited by the opportunity to participate in this historic moment
in modern American history, and though my remarks will be very brief, they will rep-
resent all of our hopes for this young, dynamic President and the great country that
he has been chosen to lead.

Haskel Lookstein

Copyright © The Yeshiva World News
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A Rabbi in Church: The Permissibility
of an Orthodox Rabbi Attending a
Presidential Convocation

fter Barack Obama’s election as the 44 President of the United States in the
autumn of 2008, as preparations were underway for the inaugural festivities
held in January 2009, an invitation was sent to a prominent Orthodox rabbi!
to participate in the inaugural service, which was to be held in the National
Sanctuary, an Episcopalian Church. The rabbi felt compelled to decline the invi-
tation on halachic grounds, noting the prohibition forbidding Jews from enter-
ing a church. According to reports, the President-elect and his staft were both
startled and offended by the refusal, but ultimately found another Orthodox
rabbi? who agreed to participate. That rabbi attended the ceremony and even
recited verses from the Tanach as part of the service. His participation drew
criticism from certain segments of the Orthodox Jewish world, including the
Rabbinical Council of America, of which he is a member. In response, the rabbi
penned a letter explaining the halachic justification for his attendance at the
service.
This essay will discuss the source and scope of the prohibition against
entering a church and examine the propriety of this rabbi’s attendance at the
Presidential inauguration ceremony in the National Sanctuary.

I. The Source and Stature of the Prohibition

The Shulchan Aruch (Y.D. 150:1) rules: mnx 7 0amns nmay 771 pnannd men — “It
is a mitzva to keep a distance of four cubits from the path of idolatry” The Vilna
Gaon in Bei'ur Ha-Gra cites as the source of this ruling the Gemara’s comment
in Avoda Zara (17a) interpreting the verse in Mishlei (5:8), 7977 w5yn pnan (“Keep
your path distant from it”) as referring to a requirement to keep a distance from
idolatry. Later in the Gemara (17a-b), a story is told of two sages who were walk-
ing and had to choose whether to follow a route that took them past a house of
pagan worship or one which went in front of a brothel. Tosfos (xnmnrax 51 n”7)

1. Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, then President of the Orthodox Union.
2. Rabbi Haskel Lookstein of Congregation Kehillath Jeshurun in Manhattan.
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comments that from the fact that the two sages ultimately chose the path that
passed in front of a brothel we may conclude that one must keep a distance from
places of idolatrous worship.

Since the Gemara establishes this prohibition on the basis of a verse from
Mishlei, it would appear that it should be accorded the status of n%ap »a7 (a law
enacted by the Nevi’im or Ketuvim), which are generally equated with Torah law
with respect to their halachic application. Indeed, the Shevilei David (Y.D. 154)
writes that the prohibition against entering a house of pagan worship constitutes
a Torah prohibition, and several halachic authorities maintain that with respect
to this halacha, one must act stringently in situations of uncertainty, as in the
case of all Torah laws (see Peri Megadim, Pesicha Koleles 1:18).

I1. mabSnb ap

In his letter explaining his position, the rabbi cited the Shulchan Aruch’s ruling
(Y.D. 178:2) allowing one who is involved in the government to dress in gentile
garb if this is necessary:

992 9Mmn oY MNTY 0PWIRYNI WI155 PRI MIYNY 2P RINY N

One who is close to the government and must dress in their clothes and
resemble them — everything is permissible.

This ruling was issued in the context of the prohibition of 125n ®% nivmpina —
observing pagan customs — and the question thus becomes whether this excep-
tion may also be applied to the prohibition of entering a house of idol worship.

The answer to this question naturally depends upon the reason underlying
this ruling. Why would the Torah prohibition of ompna be waived for one
who works in the government? This question was posed already by the Beis
Yosef, who answers that the presence of Jews in high ranking positions is nec-
essary for the wellbeing of the Jewish citizens, and thus adhering to accepted
protocol, even if this requires wearing forbidden attire, is allowed for the sake
of the life-saving role served by Jews in government.

Rabbi Michael Broyde elaborates on the implications of the Beis Yosefs
comments:

Of course, it is permissible to violate almost any area of halachah in
order to save those in immediate, life-threatening danger. This much
we know. But halachah also recognizes that sometimes, the only way to
save those in danger is through a long-term prophylactic strategy. For
example, one’s long-term involvement is necessary in certain types of
politics to allow a person access and influence in a time of need. In many
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of the most crucial areas of politics, if one is not close all the time, it will
be impossible to become close when a need arises. Thus a Jew may join
the government service and wear, despite the Torah prohibition, gentile
clothes every day, for decades, so that if a day comes when he can save
G-d’s chosen people, he is already wearing the right clothes, and is in
the right place, at the right time. This conduct is mutar.

The Beis Yosef applies the provision of wai mpa, whereby Torah prohibitions
are suspended for the sake of saving human life, to allow violating Torah law
when this is necessary to ensure that Jews are given access to influential political
positions given the crucial role such access plays in advocacy efforts, which can
affect matters of life death. Rabbi Broyde reasonably speculates that it was on
this basis that many Chief Rabbis of the British Commonwealth attended formal
ceremonies in Westminster Abbey and why Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg once
instructed him to participate in an event at the behest of the Israeli government
that required his attendance in a church during services.*
Rabbi Broyde then proceeds to claim that this conclusion is unanimous:

The Shulchan Aruch YD 178:2 quotes this halachah directly, and as far
as I know, no one significant argues with this formulation. The Taz and
the Levush limit the allowance to sins that are not explicit in the Torah.
For example, eating treif would be excluded, but going into a church (a
rabbinic prohibition) would be acceptable under this principle.

This assertion, however, is erroneous on two counts. The Taz does not, as Rabbi
Broyde claims, limit the provision of maYn a11p to “sins that are not explicit in
the Torah.” Rather, the Taz advances an entirely different explanation for the
suspension of onmpna in such a case, which is the second explanation offered

3. Hakirah 8, p. 56, available online at http://www.hakirah.org/Vol%208%20Broyde.pdyf.

4. The rabbi who attended President Obama’s inauguration made reference to the poten-
tially life-saving role he felt that he might be filling in the letter he penned defending
his participation:

I feel that Orthodox participation in this important national event, combined with
the opportunity to say a few words directly to the President of the United States and
thus begin to develop a relationship with the most powerful man in the world, is a
chance that our community can ill afford to miss. Indeed, when I spoke to President
Obama, I thanked him for his support of Israel and I urged him to remember the
unforgettable statement he made in Sderot, where he said, “If anybody would shoot
rockets into my house while my daughters were sleeping, I would do anything in
my power to make sure they wouldn't do it again” The President responded with a
clear assent. Maybe this will save a life or two in the future and maybe it will not;
but I feel that this was not an assignment I could — or should have — turned down.
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by the Beis Yosef.> He explains that since the Torah did not specify the precise
parameters of this prohibition, and rather left it to the Sages to determine which
gentile practices fall under this category and under which circumstances, Chazal
were authorized to make an exception for those who are involved in govern-
ment. According to this theory, the exception of mabn% 2p is unique to the
prohibition of onmpinm, which was left to Chazal to define. There would be no
basis, it seems, to extend this ruling to the clear-cut prohibition of n%yn pnin
7977, which forbids entering a place of pagan worship. Second, Rabbi Broyde
works off the assumption that entering a church is forbidden on the level of rab-
binic enactment. As mentioned earlier, however, the straightforward implication
of the Gemara’s discussion is that this prohibition applies on the level of »aT
nY1p, and, as we noted above, some authorities regard it as a Torah prohibition.

It should be noted that the Darchei Teshuva, commenting on this halacha
("ap"v), extends the Shulchan Aruch’s ruling to allow shaving during the period
of sefiras ha-omer in the case of maYnY 1 p, perhaps suggesting that this factor
may indeed be introduced to permit other prohibitions as well. However, a clear
distinction exists between the restrictions during sefira, which are observed
by force of accepted custom, and a strict halachic prohibition established by
the Gemara on the basis of a Scriptural source. Thus, even if we allow shaving
and haircutting during sefira for Jews serving in the government, we cannot
conclude that one may enter a church for government functions.

Moreover, even if we accept the Beis Yosefs contention that forbidden garb
is permitted in the case of ma9nY ;7p in the interest of saving lives, it is far
from clear that this rule can be extended to any rabbi or Jewish figure offered
an opportunity to have an audience with a powerful world leader. As noted by
Rabbi Kenneth Auman,® the situation of maYn% :m1p refers to people in leadership
positions who would frequently visit and meet with members of royalty, and
therefore had to maintain an ongoing relationship and rapport with the govern-
ment. This status would not necessarily be conferred upon any rabbi invited
by the President, such that halachic prohibitions may be waived to permit his
participation.”

5. 'This point is made by Rabbi Kenneth Auman in his response to Rabbi Broyde, Hakirah
8, p. 59.
6. Ibid., p. 60.
7. In his rebuttal, Rabbi Broyde insists that the paradigm of ma%n% mp is flexible and
depends upon the practical reality of potentially life-saving Jewish advocacy:
To me, this is a question of effectiveness and relationship-building that is governed
by the reality of the situation and not by objective halachic rules. I have little actual
knowledge of the situation — but I could add (as a mere sevarah beulma from
a person who knows little in this area) that once the President decided that he
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II1. ma5nn noR

At first glance, one might suggest permitting accepting the Presidential invita-
tion on the basis of the Gemara’s discussion in Bava Basra (10b) concerning
charitable donations from non-Jews. The Gemara establishes that it is gener-
ally forbidden to receive charity from gentiles, on the basis of a verse from the
Prophets (nmawn naxp wa — Yeshayahu 27:11). However, it emerges from the
Gemara’s discussion that an exception is made in situations when accepting
charity is necessary for maYn mbw, in the interest in maintaining peaceful rela-
tions with the gentile authorities.

Rav Elchanan Wasserman (Kovetz Shiurim 56) notes that if this prohibition
applies on the level of Torah law, then we may conclude on the basis of the
Gemara’s discussion that even Torah prohibitions are waived in situations of
maonn nk — when there is concern of upsetting the government authorities.
Indeed, as Rav Elchanan cites, the Magen Avraham (656:8) notes the Gemara’s
implication in the famous story of Kamtza and Bar Kamtza (Gittin 50a) that it
would be permissible to transgress a Torah violation in situations of ma%nn nx.®
If so, then entering a church would also be permitted in order to avoid arousing
the resentment of government officials, even if we view it as a Torah violation.

On the other hand, the Aruch Ha-Shulchan (Y.D. 254:1) writes explicitly that
the prohibition against accepting charity from gentiles is rabbinic in origin; the
verse from Yeshayahu was cited only as an xnanox (a subtle allusion to a law
enacted later by Chazal), as opposed to an outright Scriptural source. As such,
no conclusions may be reached on the basis of this halacha with regard to the
prohibition nYap »12 against entering a house of foreign worship. Moreover,
the work Ara De-Rabbanan (354) cites Talmidei Rabbenu Yona as ruling that
Torah prohibitions are not waived for the purpose of avoiding nx (arousing the
resentment of gentiles), in contradistinction to the aforementioned ruling of the
Magen Avraham. Similarly, the Shevilei David, in the passage cited above, writes
explicitly that one may not enter a house of foreign worship even to avoid nx.

wanted an Orthodox, a Conservative, and a Reform rabbi to speak, it generates
eivah towards Orthodoxy if no one accepts, and that alone is a consequence to be
considered, since avoiding hatred of Jews is a form of hatzalat Yisrael.

8. It should also be noted that the Shulchan Aruch (Y.D. 157:3) permits seeking refuge in
a house of idol worship in life-threatening situations. Thus, in circumstances in which
refusing an invitation could potentially put lives at risk, we may allow entering a church
to avoid such danger.
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I'V. Manifestly Innocent Intent

The Gemara in Shabbos (116a) tells of several sages who would visit a site called
Bei Avidan to engage in theological disputations with the gentiles. Rashi (Avoda
Zara 17b) identifies Bei Avidan as a place of foreign worship. However, Tosfos
(Avoda Zara 17a) disagrees with Rashi’s interpretation, noting that visiting a site
of pagan worship would transgress the prohibition of 7377 5yn pnan. Tosfos
therefore explains that Bei Avidan was not a place of worship, but rather a site
designated for disputation, and it was thus entirely permissible for Jews to enter
the building.

Rashi, it appears, maintained that it was permissible for the sages to enter
this site of pagan worship because it was clear from the context that their intent
was not to worship, but to the contrary, to defend Judaism against foreign beliefs.
If so, then Rashi and Tosfos disputes the scope of the prohibition of m%yn pnan
7317; Rashi allows entering sites of foreign worship in situations of manifestly
innocent intent, whereas Tosfos forbids entry even under such circumstances.
Since no clear-cut ruling on this matter appears in the Shulchan Aruch, there
is perhaps room to rely on Rashi’s lenient position when necessary. Hence, in
the case of a Presidential invitation, where refusal could result in animosity and
ill-will toward Jews, we might allow a rabbi to participate in the ceremony on
the basis of Rashi’s lenient ruling.

It should be noted, however, that in his commentary to Maseches Shabbos,
Rashi follows Tosfos’ view, identifying Bei Avidan as a disputation center rather
than a place of worship, and thus his view on this subject is not entirely clear.

V. 0w

Another possible basis for permitting entry into a church under these circum-
stances might be the famous ruling of the Rama (O.C. 156:1) in which he classi-
fies Christianity outside the category of pure idolatry:

R”P2 PPV AT JATI MO PRY DIVA 17712 DMIN OY Mamw n»wya popn wn
R7T) 07NV OV PANYAY RIR PIRI DRV AVIYY DNIND 10710 1PN PIITNT 3PR)

Some rule leniently and allow making partnerships with gentiles in our
times, because the gentiles in our times do not swear by a foreign deity,
for although they mention the foreign deity, their intent is for the Maker
of heaven and earth, and they merely include the Name of heaven with
something else.

According to the Rama, Christians believe in a monotheistic God, although they
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include the worship of another being in their religious system (based upon the
concept of the Trinity). Since this prohibition of mimw — combining the wor-
ship of God with that of another being — does not apply to gentiles, the Rama
rules that there would be no prohibition against making a partnership with a
Christian, which could result in proceedings requiring an oath.

Seemingly, since the Rama excludes Christianity from the category of out-
right avoda zara, we might perhaps be justified in invoking his ruling as a basis
on which to rely under the circumstances and permit accepting the President’s
invitation to a church, which, according to the Rama, does not qualify as a site
of pagan worship. Indeed, the Mateh Levi (2:28) writes that one may rely on the
Rama’s ruling to permit contributing toward the construction of a church, as it
does not, according to the Rama, have the status of a place of idolatry.

In truth, however, such an argument is very difficult to sustain. Even if we
acknowledge that Christian worship qualifies as v and is thus not forbidden
for gentiles, all authorities agree that g is forbidden and considered idolatry
for Jews. As such, even according to the Rama, it would be forbidden for a Jew
to enter a church, where mmw is practiced. This is reflected in a responsum of
the Binyan Tziyon (1:63) discussing the permissibility of purchasing a church
for use as a synagogue, where he writes that since mmw is forbidden for Jews,
a church must be regarded as a site of pagan worship, despite the fact that the
worship practiced there is permissible for gentiles. Even if we accept the Rama’s
ruling concerning the status of Christians themselves, it stands to reason that
their houses of worship must nevertheless be halachically regarded as sites of
avoda zara. Indeed, Rav Moshe Feinstein (Iggeros Moshe, Y.D. 3:6) rules that it
is forbidden to enter a church to view the artwork, making no mention of any
basis for leniency in light of the Rama’s classification of Christianity as qnow.

Furthermore, it is questionable whether a religious site must have the formal
status of a Nt nTay ma — a site of idolatrous worship — in order for entry to be
forbidden. In formulating the requirement to distance oneself from places of
idol worship, the Gemara in Avoda Zara comments, myn 1w — 7377 Hyn pnan.
The Gemara mentions not idolatry, but rather m»n, heresy, implying that a
facility dedicated to the dissemination and practice of any heretical beliefs is
included in this prohibition, even if it is not a site of technical avoda zara.

Indeed, the Divrei Yatziv (Y.D. 40) writes that it is forbidden to enter a
mosque, even according to the Rambam’s famous ruling (Hilchos Maacholos
Asuros 11:7)° that Islam does not constitute idolatry because Moslems believe in
and worship a single Creator. Despite the fact that Moslems themselves are not
classified as idolaters according to the Rambam, Islam quite obviously rejects

9. See also Rama, Y.D. 146:5.
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basic tenets of Jewish faith, such as the prophecy of Moshe, and this suffices to
forbid entering a site of Moslem worship. The Divrei Yatziv cites in this context
aresponsum of the Radbaz (4:1163) establishing that one must surrender his life
to avoid forced conversion to Islam. The Radbaz writes:

If one is forced to abandon the entire [Jewish] faith and become like
a member of one of the gentile nations, and to reject the entire Torah
of Moshe, all the more so, he should be killed to avoid transgressing.
What’s more, he must [by embracing Islam] acknowledge that there was
among them someone on a stature higher than that of Moshe Rabbenu,
which undermines the entire faith... After diligent research, I found
that the Ritva writes as I do, and here are his words: “You should know
that the faith of the Moslems, even though they recognize the Oneness
of God, is considered outright idolatry such that one must surrender
his life to avoid converting, for one who accepts their faith rejects the
Torah of Moshe and claims it is not true in the form in which we have
it...” This is precisely like your question, and you should not budge from
[this ruling].

Accordingly, the Divrei Yatziv rules that a mosque must be regarded as a place
of mrn, and it is thus forbidden to enter it.

A different view is held by Rav Ovadia Yosef (Yabia Omer, vol. 7, Y.D. 12:2),
who writes that the permissibility of entering a mosque hinges upon the ques-
tion of whether Islam qualifies as idolatry. He concludes that one may rely on the
Rambam’s view in this regard and thus permit entering a mosque, noting that
numerous prominent rabbis would pray in the mosque at Mearas Ha-Machpela
in Chevron, and that now there is indeed a synagogue there at the site of what
was once a mosque.'® Likewise, the Ein Yitzchak (O.C. 1:11) rules that a build-
ing that had been used as a mosque may be used as a synagogue, citing the
Rambam’s view that Moslem worship does not constitute idolatry.

This position, however, seems difficult to explain in light of the fact that, as
mentioned, the Gemara forbids entering a place of mn, which would appear to
include not just idolatry, but any mode of religious worship that runs in opposi-
tion to fundamental Jewish beliefs. In fact, Rav Moshe Feinstein (Iggeros Moshe,
O.C. 4:91:6) forbids making an Orthodox minyan in a Conservative synagogue,
even in a separate room from where the Conservative service is held, because

10. By contrast, Rav Eliezer Waldenberg (Tzitz Eliezer 14:91) rules that one should follow the
view among the Rishonim that Islam indeed constitutes idolatry, and thus avoid entering
mosques. As Rav Ovadia Yosef notes, however, this ruling seems difficult in light of the
Rama’s explicit ruling in several contexts that Islam is not regarded as idolatry.
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since Conservative Jews reject certain precepts of Jewish belief, the halacha of
7977 oYn pnan applies to their places of worship.!! Certainly, then, it would be
forbidden to enter a mosque or church, which clearly fall under the category of
places of mn.

VI. Conclusion

While it is clearly forbidden, as a rule, to enter a church, four factors could
potentially allow a rabbi to participate in the Presidential inauguration in the
National Sanctuary:

1) mavnb ap — if we follow the first explanation offered by the Beis Yosef,
that maintaining relations with the gentile government constitutes mps
va1, and we assume that a rabbi’s acceptance of a one-time Presidential
invitation is included within this category;

2) nmivnn nvr — if we follow the Magen Avraham’s view, that Torah prohibi-
tions may be waived in the interest of avoiding tensions with the gentile
government;

3) Manifestly innocent intent — if we assume the implication of Rashi, that
entering a house of idolatry is permissible when it is clear that there is no
intent to worship;

4) amv — if we follow the surprising ruling of the Mateh Levi, that a church
does not have the status of a nar nmay ma in light of the Rama’s classifica-
tion of Christianity as qmnv.

As discussed, however, each of these arguments is questionable, and subject to
different opinions among the poskim.

11. It should be noted, however, that elsewhere Rav Moshe appears to contradict this
stance. In discussing the permissibility of attending a wedding held in a Conservative
synagogue (O.C. 3:30), Rav Moshe indicates that entering a Conservative synagogue is
not forbidden on the grounds of 7977 %yn pnn, but rather due to the risk of arousing
suspicion of affiliation with the movement. He thus permits attending weddings even
in the sanctuary of a Conservative synagogue, while adding that people of distinction
should preferably not attend.
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Sukkot in the Vatican: Rabbi spent the holidays
with Pope Francis

October 1, 2013 6:02 pm
by Daniel Treiman

Rabbi Abraham Skorka from Argentina recently spent several days in the Vatican,
hanging out with his good friend and countryman Pope Francis and staying at the
guest house that the modest pontiff has made his residence.

La Stampa’s Vatican Insider has the story:

Never before in the history of Christian-Jewish relations have a Pope and a
Rabbi celebrated their friendship by living in the Vatican together for several
days, sharing all meals, including on two Jewish festivals and the Sabbath at
which the Rabbi said prayers in Hebrew, and discussing what more they can
do together to promote dialogue and peace in the world.

That is what actually happened over the past four days at the Vatican
guesthouse (Santa Marta) where Pope Francis lives and where his friend from
Buenos Aires, Rabbi Abraham Skorka, has been his guest from September
25 to this day.

“| eat with him at breakfast, lunch and dinner every day. He cares for
me, and controls everything regarding my food to makes sure it is all kosher,
and according to my religious tradition. These are festive days, and | have to
say certain prayers at meals and, | expand the last prayer and translate it.
He accompanies me together with the others at table -his secretaries and a
bishop, and they all say

‘Amen’ at the end”, the Rabbi said.

Skorka, the rector of the Latin American Rabbinic Seminary, got to know the future
pope in Argentina. The two men conducted a series of interreligious dialogues back
when Francis was still known as Archbishop Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Buenos Aires.
The dialogues were later published in book form.

Skorka told Vatican Insider that he and the pope hope to travel together soon to
Israel and the Palestinian Authority.
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While the relationship between the two clerics does seem unique, this pope is
not the first occupant of the Chair of St. Peter to have a rabbinic buddy. Francis’s
predecessor, the academically inclined Pope Benedict XVI, bonded with the famously
prolific Judaic studies professor Rabbi Jacob Neusner over shared scholarly interests.
(Here’s a nice account from Neusner about visiting Benedict in the Vatican.)

Reprinted with permission. Future reprints are prohibited without JTA’'s express permission and more
information is available on JTA’s website: www.jta.org.
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Touring the Vatican

Is it permissible for Jewish tourists to Italy to visit the Vatican, the seat of
the Roman Catholic Church? Many tourists visit the site in order to view
the remarkable artwork and to see the artifacts from the Beis Ha-Mikdash that
are stored in the Vatican. The Vatican archives also contain numerous Torah
manuscripts, such as works of the Rishonim. May a Jewish tourist visit the site
in order to view these materials, without any intention to pay homage to the
Christian faith?
The answer to this question depends on two halachic issues:

1) Is it permissible to enter a house of idol worship or the area outside of a
house of worship?

2) Assuming that Halacha permits entering the site of the Vatican, is it per-
missible to view the artwork?

I. Entering a Church

The Shulchan Aruch (Y.D. 149:1-2) discusses the case of a city that hosts a special
fair to celebrate pagan holidays, to which worshippers would flock in honor of
the celebration. The Shulchan Aruch writes that as a rule, it is forbidden to enter
the city on such occasions.! The Rama, commenting to this ruling, cites the view
of the Rashba that the yard outside a house of a pagan worship has the status of
a pagan city. Accordingly, since it is forbidden to enter such a city only during
holiday celebrations, it is permissible to enter the yard of a house of pagan wor-
ship except at times when the parishioners assemble at the site for worship. The
Rama then proceeds to cite a second view, that of Rabbenu Yona and the Rosh,
claiming that it is always forbidden to enter the yard outside a house of worship.

It is clear, however, that according to both opinions, entering the house of
worship itself is forbidden. With regard to visiting the Vatican, then, it appears
that entering the church itself is certainly forbidden, whereas the permissibility
of touring the area around the church depends upon these two views cited by
the Rama.

1. The Shulchan Aruch makes a number of exceptions to this rule, permitting residents of
the city to enter the city and allowing one who had been just outside the city on the day
of the fair to enter. He also allows those traveling in organized caravans to pass through
the city along their travel route.
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Rav Eliezer Waldenberg (Tzitz Eliezer, vol. 14, 91:2) addresses the question of
entering the yard of a church and notes the different opinions cited by the Rama,
adding that when the Rama cites two views with the term mmx v, he sides
with the second of the two opinions. In this instance, then, the Rama follows the
stringent ruling of Rabbenu Yona and the Rosh, forbidding entry into the yard at
any time. Rav Waldenberg writes that strictly speaking, it would be permissible
to pass through the yard of a church as a shortcut while walking, but even this
should be avoided as a mmon nmn (measure of additional piety) if other routes
are available. He cites a story told in Sefer Chasidim (435) about a certain Jew
who passed through the yard of a church and heard a %p na (heavenly voice)
exclaim, 7 >R noYwn mx (“You have cast Me behind your back” — Melachim
I14:9). Rav Waldenberg concludes, “It is thus clear that it is forbidden to enter
the yard to see the view.” Seemingly, then, according to the Tzitz Eliezer, it would
be forbidden to tour the Vatican, even if one does not enter an actual place of
Christian worship.

I have heard, however, that some authorities permit entering the Vatican as
part of a tour group, in which case it is clear that one comes as a tourist and not
to participate in worship. The prohibition against entering a house of worship
stems from the appearance of participating; thus, when it is abundantly clear
that one enters for leisure or educational purposes and there is thus no basis for
any suspicion, it is permissible. Others go even further and claim that even if one
enters individually, without a group, the fact that he pays for entry demonstrates
his intention to enter for tourism purposes and not to engage in any form of
religious worship.

This entire discussion, however, deals strictly with the issue of entering the
site of the Vatican. As mentioned, we must also contend with the separate issue
of whether viewing the artwork is permissible.

II. Viewing an Object of Avoda Zara

The Gemara in Maseches Shabbos (149a) rules that it is forbidden to read the
captions underneath pictures on Shabbos,? and the pictures themselves may not
viewed even during the week. The source for this prohibition, as the Gemara
cites, is the command in Sefer Vayikra (19:4), m%5xn 5% nan Y& (literally, “Do
not turn toward idols”). Tosfos (nnxy »pym n”7) clarifies that the Gemara refers
only to pictures that were drawn to serve as objects of worship. Pictures drawn
for decorative purposes, however, may be viewed, and this does not violate the

2. Rashi explains, novTn »0wa x7p> xnw — this is forbidden as a safeguard against reading
financial documents on Shabbos.
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prohibition of nan Yx. Tosfos draws proof to this distinction from the Gemara’s
comment in Maseches Avoda Zara (50a) referring to a certain individual as “a
holy son” (mwp Y 111) because he never looked at any image. This comment
indicates that avoiding the sight of images reflects an exceptional level of piety
and is not required according to the strict Halacha. Apparently, then, we must
distinguish between the sight of an actual object of idolatrous worship — which
must be avoided — and other illustrations, which may be viewed.?

Tosfos takes a different view in Maseches Avoda Zara, drawing a distinc-
tion between images to which one is regularly exposed and other sights. There,
Tosfos writes that it is forbidden to view even pictures drawn for decorative pur-
poses, and not only pictures that are themselves worshipped. The w1Tp Yv 112
was lauded for following the additional stringency of avoiding the sight of even
images on coins and other pictures to which people are regularly exposed. Tosfos
explains that viewing such images is not strictly forbidden because there is no
risk of “straying” after them due to the frequent exposure, and they thus do not
fall under the Torah’s warning of %»Yxn Y 1191 Yx. The ww TP Y© 112 would avoid
viewing even these images, and for this reason he was considered exceptionally
pious.

There are thus two views concerning the prohibition against viewing pic-
tures. Tosfos in Maseches Shabbos rules that it is forbidden to view only images
that are themselves objects of worship, whereas Tosfos in Maseches Avoda Zara
maintains that one may not view any image, with the exception of those to which
people are regularly exposed, such as the pictures printed on currency.

The Shulchan Aruch (Y.D. 142:15) rules:

PRI NINIV 7179 02230 NTIAY M2 HINDAY IR 071910 NTIAY YV W 29I PINWY 1IOR

It is forbidden to listen to the instruments of idol worship or to view
the decorations of idolatry, since one derives enjoyment from the sight.

The Shach (0“p »9) explains the term o5& 1 used by the Shulchan Aruch to
mean “the idols themselves that have been worshipped.” It is forbidden, the
Shach writes, to view idols to appreciate their aesthetic beauty, “but regarding
images that were made for decoration and not for worship — it is explained in
Tosfos and the Rosh that it is permissible.” The Shach thus follows Tosfos’ ruling
in Maseches Shabbos and makes no mention at all of Tosfos’ view in Maseches
Avoda Zara, implying that he rejects the latter view altogether and does not feel

3. The Rosh (Shabbos 23:2) adds that an object of worship may not be viewed even if it has
not yet been worshipped, but is designated as such.
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that it should be taken into consideration at all, even as an additional measure
of stringency.

However, the Magen Avraham, in the context of the prohibition against read-
ing general literature on Shabbos (O.C. 307:23), cites both views and observes,
MWYRI X1200 I oy — the accepted practice is to follow Tosfos” ruling in
Maseches Shabbos, permitting viewing images that are not objects of worship.
It appears that according to the Magen Avraham, it is permissible to view illus-
trations, but avoiding such sights in deference to Tosfos’ stringent ruling in
Maseches Avoda Zara would be proper as a mTon nn.

Thus, in light of the comments of the Shach and the Magen Avraham, it
would seem that it is permissible — albeit not necessarily on the level of nmn
mTon — to view artwork as long as it is not an object of worship. As such, if we
allow entering the areas of the Vatican outside the church, it would also, at first
glance, be permissible to view the artwork.

However, we must also take into account an important distinction drawn
by Rav Moshe Feinstein (Iggeros Moshe, Y.D. 3:129:6) concerning Tosfos’ lenient
ruling in Maseches Shabbos. Rav Moshe made these comments in the context of
his discussion of whether one may view a church’s artwork:

That which Tosfos writes, permitting viewing images made for deco-
ration — this refers only to general decoration, such as monuments
honoring kings, images printed on currency, and pictures in homes. But
if they were made to adorn the idol or house of worship, then it is
forbidden to derive benefit from it, just like the idol itself... All the
images that are situated there — even those that are not worshipped —
are made for the purpose of adorning the idol and the house of worship,
which renders them forbidden [to benefit from].

Furthermore, aside from the prohibition, it is destructive to one’s
faith and mind to want to go there. And my son, Rav David, noted that
the entire purpose [of these decorations] is to lure and attract people to
approach [the house of worship], and it is certainly forbidden to fulfill
their wish and approach them, and thus Heaven forefend that somebody
should go there.

According to Rav Moshe, artwork produced to adorn a church is forbidden
regardless of where it is situated. In light of this ruling, we would have to deter-
mine the nature and purpose of the artwork in the Vatican — whether it was
indeed produced to adorn the church and attract followers. If this is the case,
then according to Rav Moshe, it would be forbidden to view it, irrespective of
where it is located.
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III. Voting Stations in a Church

A similar question arises concerning voting stations that are set up in churches,
as is common in many locales throughout the United States. Is it permissible
for a Jew to enter a church for the purpose of voting? It is clear that one may not
enter the sanctuary itself, even just to cast a ballot.* The question arises, however,
whether one may vote in a church if the voting booths are stationed outside the
sanctuary, in another room inside the building.

Rav Moshe Feinstein (Iggeros Moshe, O.C. 4:40) addressed the similar ques-
tion of whether children may be allowed to play in a room of a church, and he
writes unequivocally that this is forbidden:

«c

It is certainly forbidden, even if there are no images, because “Distance
yourself from it" — this refers to heresy” (Avoda Zara 17a). There are
many people trying to lure and incite [Jews away from their faith], espe-
cially there [in churches]. To the contrary, children should be taught to
keep a distance from there, and that it is a repugnant and despicable
place. Even if this [room] is needed for a Torah school, this cannot be

allowed, and for a higher price they can find a different location.

Rav Moshe thus equated rooms in the church with the sanctuary itself with
respect to this prohibition. Thus, regarding voting as well, it would seem that
there is no room to allow voting in a church. This is indeed the ruling of Rav
Menashe Klein in Mishneh Halachos (6:139).

4. See Rav Ovadya Hedaya, Yaskil Avdi, vol. 8, O.C. 20:46.



Selected emails from our listeners

Subject: Clip from Telzer Rosh Yeshiva

The drasha is in English. The clip is now a permanent part of 2017 headlines archives even
though it was said in 1987. Do we need be concerned about publicizing these things? Words
were harsh. Was a 0on noxw asked? Interesting topic. | don't know, but...

Yaakov Ulano

Subject: Pope visit

| understand that it's a weighty subject, loaded with nuance, but with respect, what do you mean
by "respecting and honoring someone who is the sar shel eisav, who brought about the death and
torture of millions"?

Does the person who occupies an office bear responsibility for the actions of those who sat in his
chair previously? If the pope is the Avi Avos hatuma because of his place at the head of the
Catholic Church then that stands alone as a taina, but blaming him for the catholic atrocities
throughout history?

You can answer that he stands for the same religious principles that his murderous forebears
stood for. Which would make him "not yet a murderer”. I would say that the current trend of
reinterpreting towards pluralism and equality. Calling Judaism "the elder brother of
Christianity”. calling on evangelicals to stop missionizing the poor and despondent Jews by
offering them financial relief (pope john Paul 11 did this).

Over the past 100 years, the church has been in a process of reforming its interfaith attitudes.
(That The holocaust was perpetuated as an extension of Catholicism is at the very least a
simplistic overgeneralization, but even if | grant you that, so the oat 60 years then) this is
precisely what the center and right attitudes of the western world point to in contradiction to
Islam, calling on Islam to follow suit. If Islam ever does begin that conversation will they also
never get any recognition for its positive soul searching?

An admirer, Eli Nadoff.

First time listener and very impressed. A minor issue in your pope section is the gemorah of
rabbi shimin bar yochai that you quoted and the other speakers seem to acknowledge as being
about Malchus/Rome/Pope is in the time of rabbi shimon bar yochai and rabbi yosi etc
christinaity was not anything in rome. The king was seemingly Antoninus Pious



https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__en.wikipedia.org_ wiki _Antoninus-
5FPius&d=DQICaQ&c=euGZstcaTDIIvVIimEN8b7]XrwgOf-

V5A CdpgnV{iiMM&r=WYSIT85BmagjDDiTg20Welb5EzAaCDDRKK-
KkOwTgGJ2cJWRrOiV2gRTOAoLIX A&mM=LL4EXgMT62YLM6g6pHH-
69EYyBoHJ6WS8BN3ITSBVYBC20&s=dVCU95eZYp2pdMWC-exUo8dcepwXYgGli4RyGVVMbio&e=

(there were different antoninus's so another interesting debate is who was Rebbi's Antoninus) A
facinating discussian in and of itself as to how rome becomes identified with edom etc. that
being said Persecution of Christians in the Roman Empire occurred intermittently over a period
of over two centuries until the year 313 AD when the Roman Emperors Constantine the Great
and Licinius jointly promulgated the Edict of Milan which legalised the Christian religion.
Nicene Christianity became the state church of the Roman Empire with the Edict of Thessalonica
in 380 AD, when Emperor Theodosius | made it the Empire's sole authorized religion. so rabbi
shimon bar yochai is alive christianity has no ruler no kingdom etc. it is just plain old rome. A
seperate issue is the teffilos for the kings/goverments that in rome included in their siddur a
prayer for the pope!

Rabbi Yosef Yaffe
RESPONSE

Your point is historically correct, but why does it matter? What ever God they were
serving..Zeus etc was Avidah Zara, was called by the gemara "malchus harisha" that killed
millions of Jews a few years before.

What's the difference between that and the pope?
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Selected audio from our listeners

pope- asking him to pray for you click here

Gemara Meilah is not pope (see selected emails) click here
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