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http://hadassahinternational.org/who-we-are/hadassah-international

Did the Satmar Rov really mean it
Reb Dovid,

Regarding your conversation with Rabbi Lefkowitz, His critique on The Ohr Sameach is a
valid one, but i would ask him if he is prepared to use that logic across the board. Throughout
the centuries of the development of Halacha as brought in the Poskim and their Teshuvos, as
well as the development of communal Hanhaga, couldn't we find other examples of Psakim
based on Metzius which may have been understood or relayed incorrectly? Would he be
willing to revisit those? or only when the Psak is Pro-zionist?

Aside from the examples in the Gemara, as brought by R Moshe concerning killing lice on
Shabbos, and perhaps those from Rishonim as well, as i am sure most From Yidden
understand that some sort of "Lo Plug" must apply, couldn't we go through other examples
and see whether Those who espouse Rabbi Lefkowitz's shita are willing to do that?

| have a Maaseh to support your suggestion on how to understand the Lashon of The Satmar
Rov. R Bezalel Rudinsky has said over this story many times. Once The Satmar Rov and the
Telzer Rosh Yeshiva had occasion to converse in the company of other Gedolei Torah and R
Bloch said something tacitly pro-zionist. The Satmar Rov cried out, "thats Kefira"! R Bloch
was very upset and said that isn't mochel for being called a Kofer. The Satmar got very upset
at that and begged him for forgiveness saying, "when we call someone a Kofer we don't


http://hadassahinternational.org/who-we-are/hadassah-international
http://hadassahinternational.org/who-we-are/hadassah-international

mean it Halachically, we are expressing extreme disapproval at the ideas." R Bloch replied
that by the Litvish, a Kofer means a Kofer, and that there were many many witnesses,
attendants, drivers, assistants and such, among the dignitaries.

The Satmar Rov looks at him and says, "so what can | do have you forgive me?" R Bloch
replied, "it isn't for my Kavod, many people heard what the great Satmar Rov said about the
Rosh Yeshiva from Telz, The Rov has to do something to restore the Honor of the Yeshiva. If

you will come to cleveland and give a shire in the Yeshiva | will be Mochel you."
The Satmar Rov protested, "but | don't give shiurim in Yeshivos that have secular studies"

R Bloch insisted and the Satmar Rov acquiesced. When He flew into Cleveland, R Bloch and
a driver went to pick the Rov at the airport, in the car, the Rov turns to the Rosh yeshiva and
says, "So do | have your Mechila?" To which the Rosh yeshiva smiled and replied, "not until

after the Shiur."

Thanks again for thought provoking shows.

Eli Nadoff

| will share a story with you that | heard from my Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Yecheskel Shraga
Weinfeld of Yerushalyim. The story occurred with his father, Rabbi Avraham Weinfeld, who
was a Rov in Monsey and the author of shu"t Lev Avraham.

He was arguing with a Satmar chossid about this precise issue, so he suggested a test. The
Rebbe wrote that whoever votes in the Israeli elections is a min. So go in an tell him that the
parshiyos of your tefillin were written by a sofer in Bene Brak who voted in the elections, and
ask if you need to burn the parshiyos and buy new ones. His interlocutor went in to the
Rebbe to ask him, and the Rebbe screamed at him that he is a shoteh, and the strong words
he used in the sefer were just to emphasize the severity of the matter, but of course are not
meant to be taken literally.

All the best, and keep up the avodas hakodesh!
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To see what Rav Ovadia Yosef wrote click here
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Selected emails from our listeners

Rav Dovid,

I am so enjoying your discussion of the Nachal Chareidi. | am also so pleased that you bring ALL opinions -
that is my own personal measure of greatness. Yasher koiach!

| heard your recent guest, Rabbi Lefkowitz, say there was *always* an anti-state position by *all* the "gedoilim".
It just reminded me of some amazing articles about what happened in the Charedi community in Israel and the
US in the post-1948 period. Fascinating. | am attaching them here. Articles in Hebrew and English.

[To see the article in English click here. To see the article in Hebrew click here].

[It also reminds me of a (harsh) joke | heard: So, one of the "Kanoi'im" says he is tired of being told every other
month to add new sectors (Zionists, Chabad, Kookniks, Agudah) and Rabbonim (Shteinman, Shternbuch,
Auerbach) to his Kavanos in "L'minim Ul'malshinim" - so from now on, he is just going to "Michaven" on all of
Klal Yisroel and that's it!]

A Gut Voch and Zei Matzliach!

Nissan Katz

And again, your comments on the show got me thinking. When you mentioned the mature understanding of
Yaakov represented by the mixed sheep, it reminded me of a drasha | have heard a few times in the name of
Rav Zvi Yehuda Kook (son of RAY"H). Here is one version:
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And again - yasher koiach gadol!
I look forward to the straightforward halachic discussions coming next with similar enthusiasm.

Shalom uvracha,
Nissan



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nR-Nsq7dt-8P7vZKexyTy1isihSPxE4y/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VV12kZ8jlizNm6ycIGRn0qQ-ycfBfnpR/view?usp=sharing

Hi.
| very much enjoyed the most recent program with Eli Beer and Nachal Charaidi. It's so nice to hear good and
positive news for a change!

You mentioned in passing regarding Rubashkin, how it's so nice that the Litvishe (and Satmar) community
helped a Lubavitcher, notwithstanding the "Cherem of the Gr"a against Chabad".

Please correct that on your next program.

The Cherem of the Gr"a was not against Chabad, for Chabad wasn't even an independent movement until
approximately ™7pn and onward, which is well after the first Cherem, and even the second one wasn't against
Chabad per se, rather against the chassidic movement in genaral.

True, under this general context the Gr"a refused to meet the Baal Hatanya, but this wasn't specifically against
him.

Of all Chassidic movement's, Chabad is the closest in many ways to the Litvish community.
Some examples:

1: Some of the students of the Maggid were of the opinion that it is ok, or even recommended to belittle the
Talmidai Chachomim of the opposing camp.

The Baal Ha-tanya was staunchly against that. He insisted that his Chassidim need to respect the opposition
as well, and only open debate and honest discussion are a proper means to disseminate the Chassidic
teachings. (Hence his attempt to visit the Gr'a) Under no circumstances are we to belittle our fellow man and of
course not a Talmid Chachom.

2: In his Siddur, the Baal Ha-tanya puts in tremendous effort that the Nusach be compatible with Kabbala,
Dikduk and Halacha, a very daunting endeavor indeed.

In general, of all the Chassidic communities, in Chabad we are much more concerned and almost obsessed
with our Minhagim being compatible with both Halacha and kabbala and try to find a practice that harmonizes
both Halacha and kabbala. In other communities an approach in prioritizing one over the other is prevalent.

A consistent theme in Chabad Chassidus is to synchronize the many seemingly opposite faculties of our world
Emuna with Yidia, intellect with emotion, (Intense study - which is the proper path to true - passionate fulfillment
of Mitzvos) o7y with o'annn, culminating with Vz'vn xin nwynn.

This is an endeavor to attain complete Achdus nann niITnx ,own niITNX and 78w niTnx. For this goal it is
necessary to learn both the revealed and Pnimiyus parts of Torah, to discover how they are ultimately one and
the same, and cannot be at odds with each other. This inherent Achdus also exist between all Yidden, as a
result of our Neshamos coming from the and source in Tnx nwn. (See Tanya chapter 32)

Indeed, this is the very purpose and goal of creation, when the complete achdus between all parts of Torah,
Yidden, and ultimately the world at large will be actualized. "a7...1rTn* qwa 75 Ix1."

As one of many Chabad listeners to your program, I'm happy that you will be sharing our view regarding
shaving. I'm sure you will mention also the Halachik view of Chabad on the topic, namely, the Psak of the
Tzemach Tzedek. (ax 'o 7"I" ¥""x n"1v)

May we be Zoiche to the fulfillment of “Tnx yv7 i'n1" very soon!

Your program is definitely leading us toward that direction.

Mendel Sasonkin




Hi Reb Dovid,

Great shows about nachal chareidi. but i think a point which you yourself brought up in part | and was dodged
by your guest is the crucial point that was totally ignored in part 2 and 3. And that is: Whether it is good or bad
for the shvache bochurim is not the main point here. The main point is that we have shown the Israeli's that
there is room for discussion. For decades they didn't dream of drafting bochurim and now all that is gone
because of Rabbi Shteinman. That firewall that we had in place from the chazon ish and brisker rov is gone!
They are not scared of the chareidim anymore! Just this week they started talking about drafting the girls....

I wish you would have asked all of the pro Rabbi Shteinman guests the following question: "Do you honestly
believe that if the Brisker Rov or Chazon Ish was alive today, they would agree to this?" It is no wonder that it is
not mentioned at all on their side. At the end of the day, if it's the Rov and Chaazon Ish or Rabbi Shteinman,
we will take the former.

Thank you for your time.

Daniel

Excellent. Your drasha about shlichus brought tears to my eyes, as a doctor. Really hit home. Series on
nachas chereidi extremely well developed. Interview with hatzola founder in Israel very moving. "yeshiva shel

Maala". Yaakov Ulano

http://www.bhol.co.il/mobile/Article.aspx?id=128979

Dovid Bluch described as founder of Nachal agrees Rav Shteinman never supported Nachal for a regular Bocher
another witness

http://www.bhol.co.il/mobile/article.aspx?id=127718

The guy who said Rav Shteinman supported them is misrepresenting his position
Moishe Rothschild

Also see attached article


http://www.bhol.co.il/mobile/Article.aspx?id=128979
http://www.bhol.co.il/mobile/article.aspx?id=127718

Dovid
| have been listening quite a bit recently to headlines. A few comments

1) Re the nachal-I had friends who went to the Israeli army/nachal programs. They do
have ethics/hashkafa courses to mold you, Rabbi Lefkowitz did have a point (I actually
found rabbi Lefkowitz pretty rational, not that | agreed with everything he said). Rav
Avigdor Miller quotes many secular Israeli books describing this in great detail (re the
Israeli army molding their soldiers) and was pretty against the army as well. As an avid
reader of Israeli military history (I own many books on this topic ) this theme is repeated
throughout (that the army is a melting pot to create the "sabra™).

In books on the mossad(l've read many), pritzus is a repeated theme. My father, once
had a former Israeli chief of staff take us to the Mossad training base/museum, where
we were escorted by former agents. | asked them about several points from an
infamous book written about the Mossad. They "denied" everything but said, on their
own, that the part of that book which discusses the rampant promiscuity of the Mossad
is true....yes this is the nachal and there aren't women on the base, but when there is a
strong army culture and if the cadets advance into the ranks....

2) Dovid hager | didn't find much meaning in his interview , he ultimately never heard

Rav shteinman say anything "he was always with others"-good excuse.

3) My Rosh yeshiva, Rav Dovid Cohen of Chevron, who | am very close to and he was
very close to Rav Shteinman- he was one of the select few that Rav shteinman put on
the moeztes-i asked him, he told me that the whole idea that Rav Shteinman was pro
the nachas is a falsehood popularized by his opponents and the Peleg (I attached a
mini biography of Rav shteinman which interviews his Gabai Dovid Shapiro who says
this as well).

4) | thought Rabbi Yehoshua Feffer and Eli Beer were amazing. Please get them on the
show more often.

5) Gary Apfel was superb as well. Re shalom Mordechai, even if Gary is incorrect that
he should have sat for a bit-the fact is he did a lot more than his time, and had an above
average attitude. SM's emuna and bitachon is inspiring and impressive. Also, if you
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didn't see the clips via social media of SM speaking, he carries forward great messages.
When a Rav says something we hear it, goes in one ear comes out the other. shalom
Mordechai is one of us, went through difficult times and in pics taken of him, even in
prison, he was never crestfallen. Maybe you should interview on the show....

6) On the Mesira show, you tried to push an agenda that maybe it's worth talking to the
authorities by interviewing Rothschild. You could have interviewed Jonah R who did talk
and we all know how that ended......

Once again, | really enjoy your show and it makes my commute a lot more productive.
Thank you.

Kol tuv

Aaron Zelefsky

Gut voch!
To R' D. Lichtenstein,

| am reaching out to you with the knowledge that my thought may never be read by
you. | still feel like it is the right thing for me to do.

Your weekly show is informative, interesting and covers fascinating topics. Some of
those topics are sprinkled with a bit of controversy, but | can understand the reason for

doing so.

| just finished listening to an old recording of your show on the protests that were held in
Israel during October/November. Your arguments were good but you definitely weren't
staying away from being Pareve on the topic. What | found most ironic was that you
seemed to have developed very strong opinions on a idea that is so foreign to you. You
are a real American. How can you claim to grasp the controversy when it
has no direct relationship to you. In the past generations when political correctness
was nonexistent in the Frum community, protests were ten times more intense than they
were today. The difference was that no one was videoing it and putting it on social



media and YouTube. How do | know this you may claim? | do not come from a
American family but rather my relatives of past generations were the ones to go out and
protest. You argued about the wedding that people came late to because of the protest.
While | can deeply understand especially because my cousins in Yerushalayim had that
issue as well, there are numerous reasons for street closures and these are annoying
things that we Americans deal with all the time and swallow.

| was mostly shocked when you claimed that my uncle Rav Michel Yehudah Lefkowitz
Zatzal held of different Shitos....NO HE DID NOT....just like the other Gedolim you
claimed in that sentence. | think that when it comes to Machlokes between Gedolim it's
best to shy away from getting involved.

Hatzlacha with your show and everything else you are involved with.

Chevy G



Selected audio from our listeners

Comments on the show 1 click here

Comments on the show 2 click here

Comments on the show 3 click here

Comments on the show 4 click here

To see documents regarding comment 4 in English click here in Hebrew click here
Comments on the show 5 click here

Comments on the show 6 click here

Comments on the show 7 click here

Comments on the show 8 click here

Comments on the show 9 click here

Comments on the show 10 click here

Comments on the show 11 click here

Comments on the show 12 click here

Comments on the show 13 click here

Comments on the show 14 click here

Comments on the show 15 click here

Comments on the show 16 click here

Hatzalah- Is it Muttar to save other people? click here & click here

Show suggestion- How to concentrate click here
Show suggestion- Liberty Health Care click here

Show suggestion- The new Sefer on Techeilis click here
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HW1Mo_3aZeMiNRzp8dDPFAdgLMMZSvPj/view?usp=sharing
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