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Selected emails from our listeners

Reb Dovid

In reference to your recent program about secular subjects, an essential source which
explains the mindset of those against teaching secular subjects in Yeshivot is Michtav
M'Eliyahu Chelek Gimmel, letter beginning on page 355. It would be hard to find a
clearer explanation of the subject than that given by Rav Dessler. Rav Dessler's
argument may not sway those who feel it's imperative to teach these subjects, but at
least he provides a starting point to begin understanding where anti-secular studies
supporters may be coming from.

Kol tuv,

Uri

Your discussions regarding the importance of teaching English in High School was
extremely informative and accurate. Rav Gifter's statements were very factual and he
does not need my comments to support him. However, for the benefit of your still
undecided listeners | would like to add my personal observations during my High School
years at RJJ. The best learnersin all classes of High School were also the best
students in English. The learning Masmidim who also excelled in English made a
tremendous impression on all the Secular Studies teachers in the Yeshiva. Many of the
RJJ teachers also taught at Stuyvesant High School, (a public school for the very
bright), and these teachers commented that the Regents grades of the RJJ yeshiva
boys surpassed the grades of even the gifted Stuyvesant public school students. The
English valedictorians during my time were: Rav Tuvia's Goldsteins ztl's son, who is the
Rav of Bet Shemesh and the chief editor of many of the Art Scroll Seforim. The
Valedictorian in my brother's class was Rav Aharon Lopiansky who is the Rosh Yeshiva
of the Washington DC yeshiva. The English valedictorian of the grade above me was
Rav Shmuel Gurwitz, who was one of the best Bochurim who ever attended Mirrer
Yeshiva in Flatbush and is now a prominent Dayan for the Bais Yosef Beth Din in Boro

Park. In my class, the highest averages in English were Rav Label Lopiansky (99



average) and Rav Shlomo Altusky, the Rosh Yeshiva of Derech Chaim in Far
Rockaway. | remember when my math teacher asked if any boys were not going to
attend college and both Rav Lopiansky and Rav Altusky, the best boys in the class,
raised their hands. In the class below me, the smartest in English was my best
friend, Rav Simcha Maimon who is now a well known Godol in Yerushalayim. Anyone
who asks any of the thousands of yeshiva students who attended: RJJ, Torah
Vodath, Chaim Berlin, Mirrer Yeshiva, etc. during the prior generation will have
the same observations as | have. (Rav Belsky was a genius in secular studies and won
a New York State Regents scholarship).

The comment that the Rosh Yeshiva's who tell the boys not to learn English, are well
meaning is also true. It is a shame that none were willing to discuss their opinion on
your program. However, in my humble opinion, | believe that the real reason may be
strictly financial. Very few yeshivas would be able to survive without the tens or perhaps
hundreds of millions of dollars of financial aid given to Yeshivas and Kollel families.
Financial Aid is mainly given to the very poor and if a student decides to be serious
about his secular studies during High School and also attend college so he can make a
higher salary, then, when his is older, there is a very likely chance that the yeshivas
will never get the financial aid they need to cover their budget.

Raphael Z. Grossman C.P.A.

| think the emphasis must be on the effectiveness of the education in the elementary
and high schools. 5x5 is taught in 3rd grade.

Parents and schools who don't use the elementary education properly are the ones who
are preventing their children from having a good Parnassa.

David

| listened to your recent podcast on secular studies. | would like to suggest a guest for

your show on this topic.



Please check out this website: http://www.limudaiyisroel.org/ run by Rabbi Moshe

Brody.
Here is a brief synopsis of the website.

What We're All About: Pamphlets for Problematic & Questionable Content. From the
time that general studies were introduced into the curriculum of Yeshivos, Gedolim have
been concerned about the problematic content found in the general studies curriculum.
From Rav Hirsch Zatza”l to Yblch’t Rav Ahron Feldman Shilit’Ta and Rav Ahron
Shecheter Shilt’a, many Gedolim have warned against the spiritual dangers lurking in
the secular textbooks and curriculum. Whether it is issues of kefira found in Earth
Science, inappropriate diagrams and topics in Living Environment, or the inclusion of
the study of other religions in Global History, these texts and curriculum contain content
that is very troubling from the Frum perspective. When these ideas and pictures
are presented to our youth in an unfiltered fashion, it exposes their Neshamos to
influences and ideas that are antithetical to Yiddishkeit.

Responding to this pressing need, Rav Moshe Brody, founder of the Limudai Yisroel
Institute and Talmid Muvhak of Rav Chaim Yisroel Belsky Zatza”l, prepared and
published under the direction of Rav Belsky Z'tl specialized pamphlets dealing with
these issues in a Halachically and Hashkafically acceptable way. More recently, the
Institute (under the supervision of a Vaad of Rabbanim which includes Rav Ahron
Feldman Shlit’a, Rav Yisroel Reisman Shlit’a and Rav Elya Brudney Shlit’a) has set out
to prepare a new set of pamphlets reflecting Rav Feldman’s approach to these topics
giving guidance to those that wish to study these topics from a Torah standpoint. | think
Rabbi Brody would be a fascinating interview.

| really enjoy listening to your shows. | listen often and find them quite informative and
entertaining. On this week's show:1. Is there a Mekor that if someone is a Naval Birshus

Hatorah they shouldn't make a Brocha?

2. | agree with you that Yeshivos should teach English, but let's be fair. The call you
received from the boy that didn't know 5x5 is really not a good way to prove your point.


http://www.limudaiyisroel.org/

Multiplication is supposed to be taught in elementary school. He obviously is not much
of a student in general, and chances are he wouldn't have done too well in high school
English either. (True, he probably wasn't Matzliach learning 15 hours a day) But that
aside | would venture to say that most Bochurim who didn't take English and have the
brains and capability to learn all day DO know multiplication and CAN succeed in the

work place.
Dina Ribiat

My opinion on this is that the start of all this is the lavish Tzedaka fundraisers with cigar
rolling, wine tasting etc... What kind of message is this sending our generation? Can

you please have a podcast on this?

Sholom Schneider

Dear R’ Dovid w"my,

| am the rabbi of a kiruv shul in Johannesburg, Ohr Somayach Sandton (a
community branch of Ohr Somayach South Africa). | have wanted to write you for a
while now to tell you that | have been using much of your Headlines material in my
weekly Shabbos day shiurim. Some from your books, some using the NCSY material,
and some from your podcasts. The people find the issues stimulating and relevant (and
so do I') Thank you!

| am sending you a Kuntres that | wrote several years ago called Mishkal HaChasidus. |

examine there in some detail some of the sources that you cited in your $1000 pastrami

segment, and | offer some klalim that you might find relevant.
INNMIX7 17N
Rabbi Ze’ev Kraines

Ohr Somayach Sandton


https://plus.google.com/u/0/107124103661604681536?prsrc=4

A Gut Voch Reb Dovid. | wanted to thank you for your most informative and entertaining
halachic program. | enjoy listening to it while driving to and from work. It enriches my
Yedios Hatorah and gives me a greater appreciation of our all-encompassing Torah. |
wanted to suggest an interesting and controversial topic to bring on the air; The
efficiency of and Halachic view on Alternative medicine (ie. energy healing)
Thank you

Avi Naimark

Hello,

| enjoy your show very much and happen to agree with you on most things discussed. |
would like to comment on this week's show regarding teaching secular subjects.
Although, I do agree with you that high school age boys should not be held back from
learning basic math and English ,however, | feel that the Yeshivish and Chareidi
community is always hammered for this while there isn't any issues taken up on the

more centrist or modern communities.

There is no question that the amount of learning in Lakewood and Eretz Yisroel is
unparalleled in other communities, and that should be stressed. Maybe there is
something to say for their system. While | don't believe it is for me, nor do | believe it is
for the Klal, however we do see that they maintain a certain standard in learning and
Halacha that we do not see in other communities.

Ari Sobol

| was surprised to hear your strong views on the pastrami sandwich at Doma last
week. First, you've selected an outlier: a $1,000 sandwich. But why pick on that when
you have Baalabatim (and sometimes even Bachurim) drive $80,000+ cars, spend
$150,000 taking their families for Pesach to Croatia and Italy, $2,000 on suits, $25,000
on watches, $2mm on houses. You know quite well that among the affluent and even



less than affluent this kind of spending is common. Clearly had the Torah desired to set
hard and fast rules on what constitutes Zolel V'soveh, it could have done so. There are
financial limits on what you can spend on a Mitzvah and even limits on what you can
spend on Tzedaka but none for a sandwich. To me it seems clear that each Dor and
community and family and person has to establish their own limits. To be sure, our
failing might be that we are unaware or deleterious about setting limits. But these limits
are personal and contextual and shouldn't be legislated by Rabbonim. Would you want
a Rav coming into your home and deciding your home is ostentatious and the
mezuzahs should be taken down? Would you be offended if he made you park outside
his shul's parking lot because you have a Tesla? (If you do.) Even worse, why stop at
Zolel V'soveh? We have a Mizvah of V'nishmartem. What would you say if all the fast
food stores lost their Hashgacha. If the Vaad Hakashrus Assured french fries and other
deep fried foods? What about shuls with Kiddaishim that serve Gribbenes? Ain L'davar
Sof. Rabbi Lebowitz spoke sensibly: let the Rabbonim remind people that Perishus is a
value. And let individuals make decisions (and exercise Bechira!) for their themselves

and their families based on their own circumstances.

Other than this, | enjoy your show. At the YU Seforim Sale last night, | picked up a copy
of Headlines 2. | sent a picture to my many friends who also listen and noted that this is
the first time | bought a book to be Mechazek the author and to acknowledge my

Hakaras Hatov for the efforts you put into your show.
Good Shabbos!

Avi Goldenberg

Dear Mr. Lichtenstein,

I've really enjoyed many of your recent shows, especially the ones on Simcha and
Feminism. | find the Hashkafa shows that address fundamental aspects of Judaism to
be both fascinating and practical


https://plus.google.com/u/0/109681152766031280603?prsrc=4

| just finished listening to your recent shows on the topic of secular education in yeshiva
high schools. A while back, when you first raised this issue in the Gedolim forum, you
referenced my letter on the air, challenging you to prove that indeed there is a strong
correlation between Jewish high school education and long term career prospects. You
certainly have thoroughly answered this challenge. It is definitely a very worthwhile
discussion and is probably something that needs to be addressed in our Mesivtas,

whether or not it falls into the Halachik category of Melamed B'no Um'nus.
Thank you again for your high quality programs and keep up the great work.
Kol Tuv.

Yaakov, Passaic

Hi David,

| found the debate about what level of school education is required for students to
succeed in the modern workforce. An economics professor from George Mason has
recently written a book about the uselessness of college degrees as an instrument of

workplace knowledge. Linked here:

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A __www.theatlantic.com_magazine archive 2018 01 whats-2Dcollege-2Dgood-

2Dfor_546590 &d=DwlICaQ&c=euGZstcaTDIIVimEN8b7jXrwgOf-

V5A CdpgnVfiiMM&r=WYSIT85BmaqjDDiTg20Welb5EzAaCDDRKKk-

KkOwWTgGJ2cJWRrOiV2gRTOAoLtX A&m=JEsf5ZbwkPu3NSP3UICItENEQHzZBIrhvVUWX82Afwc&s=yDhELML5kOvmsglvNfggF

0W4z rnmuoBfP41JtU43nA&e=

The question left to parents is how can we educate our children to be ready for the
workplace and life | general with solid reading, writing, and business concepts skills?
There is so much time that passes from when they are 5 until their 18. That a child
should not acquire these skills during that period is a waste of time, efforts, and

treasure.

Jonah Schwartz


https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.theatlantic.com_magazine_archive_2018_01_whats-2Dcollege-2Dgood-2Dfor_546590_&d=DwICaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=WYSIT85BmaqjDDiTg2oWelb5EzAaCDDRKk-Kk9wTgGJ2cJWRrOiV2gRTOAoLtX_A&m=JEsf5ZbwkPu3NSP3UiCjtENEQHzZBlrhvVUWX82Afwc&s=yDhELML5k0vmsg1vNfqqF0W4z_rnmuoBfP41JtU43nA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.theatlantic.com_magazine_archive_2018_01_whats-2Dcollege-2Dgood-2Dfor_546590_&d=DwICaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=WYSIT85BmaqjDDiTg2oWelb5EzAaCDDRKk-Kk9wTgGJ2cJWRrOiV2gRTOAoLtX_A&m=JEsf5ZbwkPu3NSP3UiCjtENEQHzZBlrhvVUWX82Afwc&s=yDhELML5k0vmsg1vNfqqF0W4z_rnmuoBfP41JtU43nA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.theatlantic.com_magazine_archive_2018_01_whats-2Dcollege-2Dgood-2Dfor_546590_&d=DwICaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=WYSIT85BmaqjDDiTg2oWelb5EzAaCDDRKk-Kk9wTgGJ2cJWRrOiV2gRTOAoLtX_A&m=JEsf5ZbwkPu3NSP3UiCjtENEQHzZBlrhvVUWX82Afwc&s=yDhELML5k0vmsg1vNfqqF0W4z_rnmuoBfP41JtU43nA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.theatlantic.com_magazine_archive_2018_01_whats-2Dcollege-2Dgood-2Dfor_546590_&d=DwICaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=WYSIT85BmaqjDDiTg2oWelb5EzAaCDDRKk-Kk9wTgGJ2cJWRrOiV2gRTOAoLtX_A&m=JEsf5ZbwkPu3NSP3UiCjtENEQHzZBlrhvVUWX82Afwc&s=yDhELML5k0vmsg1vNfqqF0W4z_rnmuoBfP41JtU43nA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.theatlantic.com_magazine_archive_2018_01_whats-2Dcollege-2Dgood-2Dfor_546590_&d=DwICaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=WYSIT85BmaqjDDiTg2oWelb5EzAaCDDRKk-Kk9wTgGJ2cJWRrOiV2gRTOAoLtX_A&m=JEsf5ZbwkPu3NSP3UiCjtENEQHzZBlrhvVUWX82Afwc&s=yDhELML5k0vmsg1vNfqqF0W4z_rnmuoBfP41JtU43nA&e=

Selected audio from our listeners

Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (1) click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (2) click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (3) click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (4) click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (5) click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (6) click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (7) click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (8) click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (9) click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (10) click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (11) click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (12) & Show suggestion Sheitels click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (13) click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (14) click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (15) click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (16) click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (17) click here

Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (18) click here
Curriculim in Yeshivos- Comments on the show (19) click here

A thousand dollar sandwich- Comments on the show (1) click here
A thousand dollar sandwich- Comments on the show (2) click here

A thousand dollar sandwich- Comments on the show (3) click here

A thousand dollar sandwich- Comments on the show (4) click here
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LrXWnIEPbk9w1k-fFG0NfhWd0d1c84fk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rtVuuExio4WZAH4HeNFTVNetgRVszILG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1zsV__kUQEAX4oNO-HE-EOhYk06i2tb46

Comments on the shows (1) click here
Comments on the shows (2) click here

Comments on the shows (3) click here

Show suggestion- Rooting for sports teams- DInN X% click here
Show suggestion- Sheitels click here

Show Suggestions- Our attitude towards Goyim- Verbal and physical abuse towards spouses
click here

Show suggestions- Narcissistic personality disorder (in spouses) click here


https://drive.google.com/file/d/16RZZ4U-4dD9gMB7LUA9fvFOc7XzoVQcc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19aw5oCdAQC1aRXdJJPo6JsJt6ClgUvdv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jxU_jPJBwI6YZz74jnoN24ZnWlcRPnDq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i162Aav8WR6nBKQ1XcC8Md_e4ak_-nN4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cqcCadjRx6WCv_6L6CpQxYZW41-zjmV-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1va5SI25TfqCNyaILyLL7n6Hrv_dfHd6u/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jbiIqRDxCqBZznHXe2nJ5P_achfNyvhJ/view?usp=sharing
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