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Selected audio from our listeners
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show 1 click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show 2 click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show 3 click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show 4 click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show 5 click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show 6 click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show 7 click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show 8 click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show 9 click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show 10 click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show 11 click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show 12 click here
Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show 13 click here

Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show 14 click here

Curriculum in Yeshivos- Comments on the show 15 click here

Are parts of the Torah not meant to be taught to our youth 1 click here

Are parts of the Torah not meant to be taught to our youth 2 click here

Secular Studies click here

Secular studies 2 click here
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WzBGmeEl_WbIm3EKvB-ami6rhUWE4-pt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PNlCbD9VH8Q5ywokJam2_ieRuX3doLDx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iNHHUrWpj72VAMKDrDDdQnUMYMqoOSz8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13Ic-YCP5aUgcQwGsI2t74Pi3XE3vTkUY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KdagQYJr0ky0gcmAAs-neMJGt1vG5szA/view?usp=sharing
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vHQaEH-GaRO8wkcdjFCyfdjaDahwA4nT/view?usp=sharing
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Comments on various shows click here
Show suggestions- Comments on the show click here
Show suggestion- Contemporary Jewish music click here

Show- beards click here

Show suggestions- Halacha & hashkafa of guns & gun control click here
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LRXUv0KkyRK8zLb4hkCSBzZeqtKylyRx/view?usp=sharing

Selected emails from our listeners
Hi,
Thank you for the wonderful show and for all that you do for Klal Yisroel

| am a 33 year old married father of 3. | received a NYC Regents diploma and never
attended college. | BH have a respectable income working in the healthcare industry. |
definitely believe that a person needs basic reading, writing, and math skills in order to
earn a respectable living. However, looking back it seem like the majority of that
knowledge was already attained in elementary school, and most of what | learnt in HS
was never really applied. Usually children by 3rd grade know how to multiply 5x5, and is
not something learnt in HS. That being said, | would never send my son to a HS without

English.

Once again, thanks for all that you do for Klal Yisroel!
Yosef Segal

Thank you for your program

| find it to be entertaining, informative, and unique etc.

| would like to comment on last week's show regarding the 1000 dollar sandwich there is
a separate issue - nXaIX as someone who's involved in and informed about the food
industry, | could assure you that sandwich isn't worth anything close to 1000 dollars.

Regarding education in yeshiva

| would be very hesitant to compare Eretz Yisroel to America simply because it's easier
to live without money over there as people live very simply (not to mention there are so
many poor people making it less embarrassing), but in America the standard of living
and expenses are much higher and it's very difficult to live without money even with

programs.



Hatzlacha Rabbah with your Harbatzas Hatorah V'Hashkafa

Simcha Schoener

R' Dovid, | am a big fan of your shows and have been a long time listener. Your
Divrei Torah at the outset of the show are always poignhant, relevant and current, a
description most appropriate for the show as a whole. | mostly enjoy when you have
Rabonim (my favorite is R' Dovid Cohen) who demonstrate with such clarity the
relevance that our ancient torah has to the most current, cutting-edge shailos of the
day. It is a true demonstration of the timelessness of Torah while at the same time
exposing us, humble listeners, to the greatness of some of today's greatest
Torah personalities. Ashreacha

The catalyst for my email today has been your last two shows related to secular
education in High Schools. There are many points relevant to the conversation. You
make most, if not all of those points, on the show. I'd like to add one point that | did not
hear from you in reference to the often quoted "There are many people who are wealthy

who have no education at all".

The irony of that point is hard to ignore. | work in an environment with many wealthy
individuals who fall into that category, having little to no education, yet have done
extremely well for themselves. In their own words, they were not the models of
"Mitsuyanim” in yeshiva. It is typically exactly that disruptive, anti-authoritarian and
uninhibited personality that can be pointed to (at least B"Derech H'Teva) as the source
of their success. They did not typically endear themselves to the Hanhaloas Ha'Yeshiva.
For those same Roshei Yeshiva to point to them as the basis for not providing a secular
education in their yeshivas is ironic indeed.

The type of boy most warmly welcomed into those yeshivas, the 'Eidel”, sensitive,
conscientious non risk taker, the "Play by the rules" personality who thrive in a
structured environment, will be most severely handicapped by his lack of
education. Conversely, that same boy, given the appropriate education and skills is
"Most" likely to be able to use those skills to successfully provide for his family (in



response to the ridiculous contention that "I know people who went to college and can't

make ends meet" etc).

Dear R' Lichtenstein,
Thank you very much for two very interesting shows on secular education in Yeshivos.
If you do another follow up on this topic, there is one thing | would love to see clarified:

Many speakers, and commentators mentioned that we don't really know the statistics
about how well Yeshiva guys do with vs. without a high school education, and they
indeed may be very different than those of the general population. But if we knew the

statistics would things change?

If, let's say, we knew that with all else equal, 50% of Yeshiva graduates with no high
school education do not make enough to pay for their children's tuition, whereas only
10% of those with a high school education are not able to - would that change the
playing field? Would we still say that it is better to push off the secular education in the
hopes that the child might end up in klei kodesh?

On the other hand, if we knew that the statistics showed that there is no significant
difference whether one has a high school education or not, would there no longer be

any "nimix na nx m%7 arn" ?
Thanks again!

Looking forward to many more shows,
Shraga Silver

Good afternoon,

I'm in the middle of listening to your most recent show and I'd like to share a few
comments. Before | do, I'd like to thank you for all the work that you do to help bring

these serious issues to the fore.



Many of the comments you played focused on the opinion that all of the studies
regarding education and wage earning ability are not applicable to the Frum world,
since most Bochurim are intelligent enough to pick up the skills later in life. This might
be true, and again, it might not be true. Unfortunately, there are very little data that
specifically focus on the Frum community. Without that, all we have to go on are studies
of the general population. The disparity might not be as great as the studies indicate,

but it's probably still there.

All that assumes that the necessary skills can be learned later in life. | do not believe
that is the case, particularly where language skills are concerned. Two weeks ago
myself and a Frum colleague interviewed 3 people for an entry level accounting
position. All of the candidates went through COPE's junior accounting program. While
we were confident in their technical accounting abilities, we felt that their English
language skills were insufficient. We're a Frum company, with mostly Frum employees,
but the job requires speaking to vendors and the occasional customer. We can't have

people who can't have a normal conversation in English.
Thank you again for your program

Tsvi Goldstein

Dovid,

Excellent topic - you brought out your point very well, and | was always against high
school English. | learned in Torah Temimah which had a decent English program, but |
always felt that the Regents curriculum is mostly irrelevant when it comes to the types of

skills that today's economy requires.

If someone can create a Yeshiva secular education curriculum that teaches:

e €CONOMICS
« politics/current events

o Excel



« Business math

« Reading comprehension
« Writing

« Public Speaking

That would be a great accomplishment. Also, the behavior of the students would be

dramatically different when they see that what they are learning is useful and relevant.

Your discussion of Secular Studies leaves out a major part of the discussion. Yes, on
the YU side of the world, Rav Schachter Shlit’a and his Talmidim certainly believe that
it's important to learn secular studies to earn a trade. But Rav Aharon Lichtenstein 7-xt
thought (you can see this in his writings) that English literature improved his Avodas

Hashem. So it's an ideal, not just a necessary evil.

| try to keep track of items in Halacha where the divide is not "nm vs 1iox, but ViTn vs
a1ox.  The Machlokes Rishonim about the Lulav that is bent over at the tip would be
one. The Sheitel would be another. Literature and philosophy would be a third, with
RYBS and RAL viewing it as an ideal, and the Charedi Velt viewing it as Issur.

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein,

Thanks for your wonderful program. | really wrote the following after the first discussion
on the English education program. | was happy to hear that you addressed some of the

points in the second discussion, but | will send what | wrote in its original form.

The truth is after going through the English system | would not appreciate my kids going
through it. It was a disaster in my eyes both the teachers we had and the things we
were taught. I’'m certain that I'm not the only one that feels this way. But you got me
thinking as usual and when rethinking the topic | came up with some points.



We can’t be hypocritical talking about the nia'wn of Torah and the nhin 7101 9w 110X
and then expect the kids to appreciate learning English. We can’t speak out against
n71vn nmix 'non and then have a couple of hours a day studying their subjects. We
can’t speak against the n1'9> scientists and have the kids study their books with
interest. We can’t say you need to learn English to help you in your future when there is

so much garbage that doesn’t need to be taught.

So much time is wasted during English in order to give our kids the basic skills they
need so that they should be able to accomplish in the work field if they ever need to go

out to work. | really think the system must go under a major reevaluation.

If we are talking about basic skills to get started or at least having the tools to take
courses in the future we could probably cut out a lot of the things being taught. | think
when we will be truthful to our no*1mn7n that we want them to learn to have these tools for
the future, and we will teach them just that, | think we will have much more attention

from them and more of their involvement, and appreciation for what is being taught.

As for other curriculums other then what is needed for their future in the work place |
would add this point. | think the time has come that we make science books appropriate
for our Frum Jewish students in Frum Jewish schools. | believe we have the tools to
make highly sophisticated textbooks which would be accepted by the country’s
education system and with it being 100 percent appropriate for our children. Why can’t
we give over the unbelievable sciences in a way that would turn it into a path to namx
'n ni7Ta noni. Why can’t we give over science in a way that our kids would be able to
deal with issues on mimx that they may face in their life in the future. Why can’t we
teach them the science of nutrition in a way they would understand the benefits of
eating right and how different nutrients effect our bodies (Rabbi Meisels is extremely
knowledgeable and renowned in this subject and could write highly educational books
for “our kids” on this topic, but just does not have the funds). Why can’t we give a
course in computers for kids which they will need for their future in Torah or Avodah
(believe it or not the future of Torah is also with computers and the future is here
already). Why do they preach that the cultures and values of the nations are and always
were terrible, and then we are taught just that in the history subject? Why can’t history



be taught in a way that gives us a deep understanding in the way Hashem runs his
world, and to learn from the good things that was accomplished in the world, and keep
away from the bad things. There is so much we can get out of history by being taught

the right way.

Speaking one way and doing something else, (being hypocritical) is a recipe for disaster
and our kids will never appreciate the English we teach them. It's sad that we are not
using the tools available to us to bring the new generation to the next level, and we are

still stuck in the old ways because of the lack of having any other options.
Yisroel Rosenberg

PS: About the schools that don’t teach English to their students and they don’t know the
basic skills, the main problem | have is that they let there students out in the world like a
orphan without a house, they should have a program for all their students that go to
work (let’s not forget that a very big percentage from the Chasidishha Kehilos go to
work very quickly). Probably all it takes is a 1 or the most a 2 year program to teach
them the skills they need to accomplish in life. But because they are leaving them in the
dark it would be appropriate to have a special program for them, there probably is but
it's not for the dignity of a 20 year old person to go learn basic math and grammar by
some random teacher. Also by ... not accepting these students it's like the good
Yeshivos not accepting students that need extra help, | would .... That they should have
a program for such students with an eye on what they want to accomplish in the end, it
will be more dignifying for them to learn in such an environment with a big goal ahead of

them.
Hi
Thanks for the beautiful programs!

| relay appreciate the time and effort you put in to making it current, informative,
interesting, and entertaining. By the number of listeners it looks like your efforts are

paying off!



| was distressed and hurt by the comment made on your past show abut New Squares
edited wnin, the seems to be some kind of misinformation, and being that it is the
second time it was mentioned, | think it is appropriate it should be clarified to the
listeners, as you have the power of besmirching and leaving a negative outlook on an

entire community.

| personally learnt in Squares yeshiva and have the privilege (in my eyes) of living and
raising my family in New Square, | have never seen or heard about an edited wnin, we

use and learn in the same wnin as everyone.

The only thing | can think you are referring to is stencils or work sheets used in school
for the girls (the schools are Makpid not to use regular Seforim because of the Jio'x
NN N2 Y7 some of the schools will even have lines left blank for the girls to fill in

words, you can debate Halachichly if this is required but that is not the discussion).

These stencils contain only what is actually learnt in schools. And being that we are
taking about girls 10-12 years old the school do’s not teach parts that will be hard for the
girls to comprehend. | don’t think you have a problem with them choosing what to learn
and what not to learn, because then you might have a problem with the .n> n7'an 'ma

DANN K71 K72 AR NN,
Thanks again for the beautiful programs; | am looking forward for some clarification.
All the best

An avid listener

Thanks for the pictures, | see what you mean.

As | guessed this is stencils used in one of the schools, no one will use this to look up a
verse. and from the verse numbering it is clear to everyone that they are missing
verses. Looks like this was just easier them having to tell the girls ok we will be skipping
over the next few verses (actually when | was in 7Tn we learnt these verses but did not

dwell on them).



You are entitled to have a problem with this, but please put it in context, this is not
a wnin put out by NS yeshiva, but girl schools stencils simplified to the need.

Thanks again

All the best

Dear David,

| love your weekly podcasts and have been listening to them for about a year now.
These are some topics which | would like to suggest: bringing Kedusha into the
workplace; practical suggestions (you spoke about the sapphire brick, in addition, the
Shulchan was made of gold too!). The permissibility of intentionally living off welfare
which was designed to be a safety net. Practical application of Dina Dimalchusa Dina

(for example pertaining to zoning).
Thank you for the wonderful work that you are doing!
Sincerely,

Naftali Hollander

Rabbi Lichtenstein,

Want to stir up the crowd? Raise the issue of supposed Shomrai Torah u’mitzvos that
run to every obscure and unknown corner of the world for Pesach. Now, you and |
know that for generations, we would be meticulous and extra cautious about Pesach
cleaning and acceptance of limitations and restrictions as the “dread of chometz”

SpooKkKs us.

Today, we have given that up by going to hotels staffed, operated, and owned by goyim
who could care less about whether the kitchens are thoroughly cleaned. And yet all
these great rabbis jumping at the opportunity to make a few dollars go running to these
hotels that their own grandparents would never dare enter on Pesach. How can these



Rabbonim give overt and covert heterim to go to these hotels that cannot humanly nor
physically be thoroughly cleaned for Pesach? Is the concept of Pesach being swept
under the carpets of these fancy resorts? The Yom Tov of Pesach demands strict
adherence to kashrut, or so | thought. Let's have a discussion of this desecration of
Pesach.

BW

Dear R’ Dovid,

This Sefer (click here) was originally published in 1902 with the Haskamah of R’ Chaim
Brisker, R’ Chaim Ozer and many, many more Gedolim (see pp. 2-3). On pp. 6-7 it
criticizes the Haskalah schools that censor the “indelicate” stories of the Chumash and
brings mekoros from Chazal supporting not skipping them. See also letter of
Rogotchover on p. 26. Kol Tuyv,

Rabbi Ze’ev Kraines, Ohr Somayach Sandton

Hi David,

Thanks for producing such a wonderful and insightful podcast. | really enjoyed the issue
regarding secular studies in Yeshiva HS. | would like to point out something to your
guest Rabbi Moshe Aryeh Kahane. He claims the reason for no English in Satmar
Mesiftas is Mesora. However, in the 1960’s my dad actually taught at a Satmar Mesivta
where secular studies where actually very tough. The principal used to give “Tzvei

Petch” if you misbehaved during English. The Mesora excuse is a myth and falsehood.

Thanks, Allen Hecht
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