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Selected emails from our listeners
Shalom U'Bracha R' Dovid.

As a big fan of your show who likes to buy "Kosher" reading material before heading
into Yom Tov, | treated myself to a copy of your Headlines book in preparation for
Pesach.

| was unable to leave it on the shelf until Yom Tov, and read your introduction tonight.
I've heard that Vort on your show before and enjoyed it in print as well.

It's apparent that this Vort, about the duality of our responsibility, to be both steeped in
learning and Avodah as well as a "Man of the world" is one that resonates with you. It
resonated with me many years ago when | heard the concept for the first time and |
thought I'd share my source of inspiration as you can add it to your repertoire.

| believe the source is the Ksav Sofer, who comments on Yitzchak Avinu's desire the
bench Eisav and not Yakkov. In his interpretation, Yitzchok understood that YaKkov, a
"Man of the Tent", was not equipped to be the recipient of the Brachos. The "Kli
Machzik" for the Shefa is the elusive blend of living a life of Ruchnius in a world of
Gashmius. In Yitzchok's view, Eisav had a better blend of Torah alongside worldliness
while Yakkov was completely cut off from the material world. Rivkah, however,
recognized the depravity of who Eisav really was while at the same time understanding
that Yakkov did in fact have those skills necessary to be the Kli Machzik. With this
interpretation of the difference of opinion between Yitzchok and Rivkah he explains a
Medrash at the beginning of Parshas Vayishlach. The Passuk says "Im Lovon Garti"
which is interpreted as "I lived with Lavan and did all 613 Mitzvos and didn't learn from
his wicked ways". The Medrash says that with this message to Eisav, Yakkov was
"Tickling the nose of a sleeping dog" i.e. starting up. What was so inflammatory about
this message? The answer is that Yakkov was in essence saying that since he
successfully navigated his way through the world, lived with Lavan, and still held on to

his Ruchnius, he was saying that the Brachos really did belong to him!



Thank you again for your wonderful book and | hope you and your family have a Chag
Kosher V'Sameach..

Abbi Hirsh
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L’kavod Harav Dovid Lichtenstein,

| recently discovered your podcasts “Headlines in Halacha” and | must say that | find them
fascinating. As | was scrolling though the list of various topics, | saw your shiur on Pesach.
Being that | put out an Haggadah every year, | am always on the lookout for new material
and | was excited to hear your Divrei Torah. During your shiur you present a number of
guestions and invited the audience to send in the answers that they have heard. Several
of the questions that you brought up | have dealt with in my Haggadah and in different
Sefer that | have written (but not published). | have attached those pages that deal with
these questions and | cannot wait to hear your comments. If you would like a hard-copy of
either of these Seforim, it would be a great Kavod for me to send them to you.

B’kavod Rav,

Mordechai Koster
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GEVURAS Haggadah shel Pesach AKIVA

37.CARRYING THE MATZA ON SHABBOS

The Gemora in Sukkah (42) tells that the reason that we do not take the lulav and esrog
on Shabbos is because we are afraid that someone might come to carry in a reshus
harabbim (public domain). Rashi explains that we are afraid that he will take the lulav
and esrog and go to the chacham in order to learn the proper bracha to make on this
mitzvah. In order to prevent this from happening, Chazal said that no one should perform
this mitzvah on Shabbos.

The question is obvious. If we are afraid that someone would carry his lulav in a reshus
harabbim, why are we not concerned that someone might carry a matzo in the reshus
harabbim. The same way this person would go to the chacham to learn the bracha for his
lulav and esrog, he would also go to the chacham to learn the bracha for eating matzo.
There are many answers to this question:

1. Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank in his Sefer Mikrai Kodesh brings the following answer from
Rav Yitzchok Yerucham Diskin. The amount that you have to carry in a reshus harabbim
in order to be chayav is a kosheves (the size of a date). The amount of matzo that you
need to eat in order to fulfill your obligation is only a k’zayis (the size of an olive). We
can now understand very well why there is no concern that someone would come to
break Shabbos by carrying the matzo. Even if the person would carry the matzo in the
reshus harabbim, he would not be chayav, as the amount that he would be carrying would
be smaller than the amount needed for chillul Shabbos.

However, Rav Tzvi Pesach asks that seemingly this answer is difficult to understand.
Granted, the person only needs a k’zayis for the mitzvah of eating matzo, but why would
he make sure not to carry more than this amount. We are dealing with a person who
forgot that it is Shabbos. Therefore, there would be no reason not to carry a larger
matzo (i.e. the size of a kosheves). This is especially true in light of the fact that you are
supposed to make the bracha on a whole matza. Therefore there would seem to be no
reason for this person to first break off a piece to bring to the chacham and the fact that
you could be yotzei eating the matza with a k’zayis would seem to be irrelevant.
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GEVURAS Haggadah shel Pesach AKIVA

2. Rav Tzvi Pesach gives a different answer to the above question. He writes that it is
only in regard to lulav and esrog that we have this concern. The mitzvah of lulav and
esrog can only be done during the day. Therefore, there is a concern that before the
mitzvah starts, i.e. during the night, he will go to the chacham and thereby be mechalel
Shabbos.

The mitzvah of eating matzo, however, starts immediately with nightfall. Therefore, if
this person is going to want to prepare beforehand, he will do so on Erev Yom Tov. At
that point, there is obviously no problem with carrying.

Y IR ,DON DN T2 NAW YN ,N292 3" NDNN NIPN KD DPYNY YN : NDA 1IN ) AN PIAT PO, M PINIY DN DY
.D»2 P NN N2AP M2THT YIIRY ND YD

3. Rav Moshe Yehudah Mordechai Segal (in his Haggadah ‘Mayim Chayim’) answers as
follows; that indeed, the concern only applies to the mitzvah of taking the lulav and esrog
and not to the mitzvah of eating the matza.

The posuk says “025Y onnpy” and yet the bracha is “2a9 nHv) Hy”. We change from the
wording of the posuk! Therefore, there is room for confusion. By matza, however, we
keep with the wording of the posuk. The posuk says “mxmn 158N 29v2” and the bracha
that we make is “nxn nv»ax Yy”. Here there is no deviation from the posuk and therefore

there is no concern that someone would feel the need to ask the chacham.

4. A certain talmid chacham gave the following answer; that indeed, there is a far more
compelling reason to be concerned that someone would get confused in regard to the
bracha on lulav and esrog. When we do the mitzvah of lulav and esrog, we take four
minim: the lulav, the esrog, the haddasim, and the avayros. If so, why is the bracha only
on the lulav!? Why do we not make a bracha on the esrog? Indeed, the Gemora itself has
a discussion to explain why the bracha is on the lulav and not the esrog. If so, we can
understand this person’s confusion very well. If a person looks at this mitzvah, there is no
way for him to know the correct bracha. Therefore, we are afraid that he will go to the
chacham to find out what he should do.
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This concern would not apply to the mitzvah of eating matzos. The bracha on matza (and
all other mitzvohs) is straight-forward. The mitzvah is to eat matza and the bracha is on
eating matza. As such, there is no concern that this person would go to the chacham on
Shabbos.

5. Perhaps the most simple answer, is the answer of Rav Dovid Yeshaya Segal. The
mitzvah of lulav and esrog can be done at any time of day and in any place. It comes the
morning of Sukkos and this person wants to do the mitzvah but he does not know the
bracha. As such, there is a concern that he will take his lulav and esrog to the chacham in
order to learn the correct bracha. Why would he take his lulav and esrog along? Because
he wants to do the mitzvah at the earliest time possible.

Moreover, Rav Moshe Segal added that the Gemora tells us that the minhag of the
Anshei Yerosalayim was to hold the lulav the entire day in order to always be doing the
mitzvah. Therefore, it is certainly possible that this person would go to the chacham with
the lulav and esrog at the earliest time possible in order to learn its bracha.

However, in regards to Pesach, it is would seem ludicrous for the person to bring his
matza to the chacham. The matza can only be eaten during the Seder! There is absolutely
no reason for him to bring the matza to the chacham in middle of the Seder, as he must
return home anyway to finish the Seder. Indeed, there is no such concern and that is
precisely why Chazal were not worried that this would happen.

CUTTING THE WHEAT BY HAND

There are many who are makpid (stringent) to use only hand matzos at the Seder. Their
reasoning is that being that matzos have to be made L’shma (with the correct intent),
direct human action is required. Many hold that although machine matzos are kosher for
Pesach, they can not be used for the Seder. A machine can not make a matzo with the
“L’shma” intentions and therefore many use only hand matzos for the Seder.

Additionally, there are many who are makpid to only use matzos that were watched from

the time of harvest. Many hold that the halacha of L’shma is not exclusive to the actual
making of the matzos, but rather begins from the cutting of the wheat. It therefore
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