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Selected audio from our listeners
Answers to the riddle 1 click here
Answers to the riddle 2 click here

Answers to the riddle 3 click here

Answers to the riddle 4 click here

Comments on the Show 1 click here
Comments on the Show 2 click here
Comments on the Show 3 click here
Comments on the Show 4 click here
Comments on the Show 5 click here

Comments on the show 6 click here

Comments on the show 7 click here
Comments on the show 8 click here
Show Suggestions- Sefira Tapes Acapella click here

Clarify the Satmar "Shita" click here
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Selected emails from our listeners

B"H

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstien,
| would like to return to the issue of the beer for a second.

| have noticed that you have displayed listener's emails, so | just wanted to add another
point. Some people have made different points in their emails, and it seems that they do

not know the facts.

Some have insinuated that the sale was not a legal one. | have not heard one word

such a mention in the interview with Rabbi Weinfeld.

| would just like to state the following, | approached Rabbi Weinfeld myself and asked
him upfront certain specific detailed questions, and here are the facts.

1# the sale was a legal one, one which the companies lawyer checked over.

2# the owner made sure that the buyer (the COO of the company BTW) got full profits
for the full 9 days.

3# the owner refused to sign any documents over the period of time, because he said

he was not the owner.

In this case | think it is clear that even the Maharam Shik would agree that this is an
open and shut case and the sale is binding.

Thank you again.
Nochum Shmaryohu Zajac
Dear Rabbi Lichtenstien,

| heard your podcast just now on the beer, and even though it is only a few minutes
before Shabbos | wanted to make but a few comments.



In regards to Rabbi Weinfeld's point in regards to the fact that since the Jew did some
type of thing because he was trying to go according to a certain Shita that there is no
Din of Chometz Sheovar Olov Hapesach, | would like to call attention to the following:
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There is a similar idea from the Mishne Berura based on a Pri Megadim (though see the

Piskei Teshuvos that it is not so Poshut)
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In regards to Rabbi Elephants points, it was not clear so much why selling the business
won't work even if they don't hold that one can sell Chometz, it was not explained why
the same applies to a business. However a more serious Question was not addressed
and that is the Issue of Kabolas Achrayus when insurance is involved. See attachment.

P.S. I think you mention a lot in your Mareh Mekomos but there may be a drop here

http://forum.otzar.org/viewtopic.php?f=17&t=39649

Nochum Shmaryohu Zajac

Gut Voch and Yasher Koach again on another great podcast episode. Regarding the
episode of the beer in the New York area... Getting the background on the story was

invaluable and hearing the various halachic opinions enlightening.

| understand there are different opinions one can choose to follow regarding the sale of
Chametz and each and every individual can choose for himself whether to follow this or
that opinion.

However, | do have a problem with institutions, especially kashrut organizations, coming
out against. Here they have a situation where they have been trying to get this guy, for a
long time, to sell his Chametz, and for whatever reason it never worked out. Finally he
agrees to sell it, and then the same kashrus organizations that have been pushing him
to sell are saying thank you for selling, but we don't hold of it.


http://forum.otzar.org/viewtopic.php?f=17&t=39649

Why should any non-frum businessman bother agreeing to sell his Chametz next year
after finding out that many kashrus organizations spoke out anyway against him and his
sale? WHY should he bother?

| even consider it almost hypocritical from the perspective of the kashrus organizations,
pushing people to sell and then saying we dent rely on it.

Anyways, Yasher Koach again and much further Hatzlacha.
Kol Tuv

Rafi Goldmeier

This weeks show is definitely one of your best. An amazing story of Hashgacha Elyoina
and very clear spoken guests. If you were to make a “best of headlines” compilation,
this one would make it for sure!

Thank you for a great Torah’dige podcast!

Shloime Baumwolspiner

R’ Dovid,

| want to give you a Yasher Koach for your show in general and for the Big Beer
segment in particular.

Having spent more than a decade in Phoenix AZ and the last five years at the STAR-K,
explaining the Torah and Halacha to people who want to know but don’t have a deep
and broad yeshiva education, has given me a great appreciation for the type of
approach you have chosen. This, despite the criticisms | am sure you are subject to
regularly.

| want to make a point to you that | believe was lost last night which | believe, is quite
salient to the subject at hand. | don't think your belief that Rav Moshe would endorse
relying on this sale wholeheartedly is correct.



R’ Moshe’s cases specifically and many of the others are dealing with a sale prior to
Pesach of Chametz, where there is a concern as to whether the seller will buy new
Chometz on Pesach or sell Chometz that he sold to a non-Jew illegally. While the sale
is valid according to Rav Moshe and should be done, he writes in OC 2:91
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Indeed the beer case is distinct as the sale was for the whole business but again the
challenge is that the sale was not executed in a completely legal manner. It is wholly fair
to say that in the spirit of Rav Moshe’s teshuva he would encourage this type of sale
and but notcertify or _encourage the public to rely on it Lechatchila due to

legitimate challenges to the legality and effectiveness of the sale. (Some of which

we are not at liberty to share due to confidentiality issues).

Let me say Yasher Koach again
All the very best

Rabbi zvi Holland

Thank you for your interesting programs.

Re: Beer Chometz sale. You and the Rabbonim said the Rav Moshe said one could rely
on the sale of Chametz if the business is open. If you read the Teshuva in the Igros
Moshe, Rav Moshe ZT"L said the Mechira is valid and the seller is violating the Issuur
Geneiva and should be done to help the owner avoid the Issur of owning Chometz on
Pesach. However, one should not give them a letter to show and not to purchase from
them in order not to encourage this activity of selling Chometz and them transacting in

the Chometz on Pesach.

Shmuel Foxman



| read the article on the beer issue.

https://forward.com/news/398518/orthodox-rabbis-order-jews-to-stick-to-budweiser-or-skip-beer/

The system seems to ignore a few points:

Why would a corporation have to sell the beer if it isn't owned by an actual Jew but

by a corporate entity?

If the merchandise is owned by the corporate entity as a legal person, then it isn't

owned by Jew himself that he sells.

Indeed, Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, who they would consider seriously, once stated that
unlike a person, it is possible to lend money to a corporation at interest because it is a

separate legal entity.

Plus whatever the corporation sells is wholesale to be owned by other stores, not
to individuals. The individuals buy the beer from new companies who now own the

beer. So the sale of Chametz would not be necessary on two counts.

In medieval times there were no corporate businesses. Property was owned by human

beings.
But none of this is a problem today because everything is owned by corporate entities...

David Goldman

Hi thanks for your show.

I’'m just wondering why Rabbi Elefant said that they tried to get him to sell but he said he

wasn’t interested....
| thought the OU policy is not to sell?

Sam Wham


https://forward.com/news/398518/orthodox-rabbis-order-jews-to-stick-to-budweiser-or-skip-beer/

Response: He meant in a way, that the owner wouldn't buy new merchandise and be
busy with it... that would avoid this problem

Well-earned title of Yeshiva Shel Maala. Beautiful program in all aspects. Deep insight
into how the Kashrut organizations work together with erudition.

Yaakov Ulano

Rav Lichtenstein

Gut voch

Ari came past my house today to give my the book. Thank you so much. I am truly
touched. Now not only can you accompany me on my drives, but also in the OR where |
can read!

| must say that you have now added even more pressure - because | have much much
work to do to reach the status of Talmid Chacham that you so generously but (I hope)
prematurely, gave me.

Allow me to share a recent story so that you know some of the very real impact your
shiur has.

| am an attending Anesthesiologist and Intensivist at Hadassah in Jerusalem. Issues of
medical Halacha/Shabbos/End of life are every day issues in the ICU and especially in
an environment where the majority of patients are Jewish.

| was recently treating a young man who unfortunately, for not entirely clear reasons,
was brain dead. The man and his family were a "very Chareidi" family from Bnei
Brak. There is, justifiably | believe, a lot of suspicion on the part of Chareidim, of the
medical system. For this reason establishing trust with Chareidi families is difficult. But
in situations such as these it is paramount, because | have to treat the family as much
as the patient. The patient has no prognosis without a Neis, but the family needs to feel



that everything that can be done was done, n>7n '@ %y or it can add even more
devastation to the tragedy. For this reason | try to learn end of life issues and to try be
fluent with the various opinions. Knowing which Psak the family is likely to follow allows
me to know how to approach them. They are looking for certain key and phrases words
to reassure them. Although reading from sforim gives the knowledge, hearing interviews
with others in the field adds a level of understanding. In emotional situations, a Mashal
or a story can be for more connecting than a simple statement. And so at my first
meeting with the family, whilst establishing my Halachik credentials, instead of only
telling them that | would follow and respect the Psak of their Posek, | was also able to
follow that with a story of how in Lakewood there is an ICU that does just that. And that
was, as Hashgacha would have it, because | had recently listened to your episode
where you interviewed the doctor that runs it. The family and | did form a connection of
trust and it was no small part to the Halacha | had learned from your shiur.

As an aside, through this case | came to meet Rabbi Doctor Chaim Brier. He is a doctor
at Maayanei Yeshua Hospital in Bnei Brak and has recently published a book, which a
sent me, called xon 7w '0j229n - on various complex medical Halacha issues from his

years of practice. | think you may find some very interesting topics for your shiur in it.

Thank you again

Baruch Batzofin
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Rabbi Elephant

OU WEBSITE

Q. Why is mechirat chametz for a supermarket that continues to sell chametz during
Pesach a valid sale?

A. Good question. Many posekim fundamentally oppose the sale of Jewish-owned
businesses that sell chametz on Pesach. In stark contrast to the mechirat chametz of a
halachically observant Jew, the sale of a supermarket that is fully open for business on
Pesach lacks the aura of respectability. The seller is clearly not sincere about the sale. For
this reason, Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik (1903-1993) and others considered sales involving
supermarkets that sell chametz to customers on Pesach to have no validity. Nonetheless,
Rav Moshe (lggerot Moshe, OC 1:149, 2:91 and 4:95) was the champion of this transaction.
He put forward various arguments of justification, one of which is that halachah does not
take into consideration private thoughts (devarim shebelev) that are not verifiable.
Furthermore, it is conceivable that the storeowner prefers to transfer ownership of his
chametz to a non-Jew so his religious customers can shop freely in his establishment after
Pesach, even though he intends to continue selling chametz merchandise during Pesach.

The OU follows the more stringent position of Rabbi Soloveitchik.
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