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Regarding the riddle | would differentiate between Mezuza and Talis Azoi. The Tallis is really a begged. A
piece of clothing is meant and desired to look nice, and part of looking nice is it appearing respectable
and respectful. If you go to a meeting with a CEO you will wear a suit that respects his position. If you go
to meet someone in a different profession or whatnot you'll wear something else that he considers
respected by. When you wear nice Tzitzis you want it to make your begged nice and respectful, as every
begged should be. A Mezuza is kept in private though. It is kept in your home, under a Mezuza case.

Nobody sees it. The nice writing in the Mezuza might be beautiful but it is not making anything "Naeh".

Rafi Goldmeier

Dear Mr. Lichtenstein,

My name is Chaim Leizorek. | am currently learning at the Kollel of Rabbi Yitzchak Berkovitz. | am
originally from Mexico and I'YH will be going back in August to open a brand new Aish HaTorah branch in

Mexico City.

The Mehalech that | am offering is the following: It seems from the Psukim that the main component of
the Tzitzis is the Tcheiles, as it says, Vehoyo Lochem Letzitzis, right after it is introduced. Apparently this
is what makes the Tzitzis THE Tzitzis. The Tcheiles represents Malchus. Tcheiles was what used to be
used by royalty. It represents Chashivus. The point of the Tzitzis was to make sure every person
remembers the Mitzvos and always remembers to keep them. How does it work? How does the Tzitzis
reminds you of this? The answer - could be - is that the main reason why a person sins is because he
sees himself as someone who is not so worthy, as someone who is low, someone who is Gashmi and as
just a human being. But the Tcheiles is the reminder which is trying to remind us that we are not
nobodies, that we are Malchus, that we are royalty, that we are dignified human beings. When a human
being sees himself in such manner, his actions - almost automatically - if he pays attention to them will be
much more refined, he will be much more conscious how he is supposed to behave, what can he do and
what not. Ze Keli Veanvehu also represents this idea - becoming beautiful by trying to do the Mitzvos in
the best way possible. The reason why a human being would act and desire to beautify the Mitzvos and

try to do them in the best possible way is when he is constantly reminded by the Tzitzis that he is royalty,



that he is someone dignified, that he is not just an average person, rather that he is a Jew, that he is great
that he is Hashem's son. The Talis represents the idea of wrapping oneself by this dignified cloak,
meaning wrapping his entire essence by royalty and dignity. Therefore especially in this Mlivza of Tzitzis
which is about reminding ourselves that we are royalty and Hashem's sons, that we try to do it in the best
possible way, by showing that we want to be wrapped by royalty, that all of our actions and our essence
should be one of dignity and royalty. The other Mitzvos are more external, this one is more internal, it is
the wrapping of our entire essence to show what we are, what we should be, what we aspire to be and to
remind us how our lives should be lived.

Chaim Leizorek

Hi Rabbi Lichtenstein,

I am a new listener of yours. Over the past few weeks, | have already listened to many episodes of
headlines. | have gained immensely from the array of topics discussed, from the expertise of the rabbinim
interviewed, and from your own Bekiyus of sources in Poskim and in Hashkafa. Yashar Ko’ach, and

may Hashem enable you to continue being Marbitz Torah for many years to come!

| have been enjoying your weekly riddle, and | would like to respond to the Tzitzis riddle from this week. |
would assume that, even back when a Tallis was a regularly donned article of clothing, not every article of
clothing was Chayav in Tzitzis; therefore, beautifying those specific Talleisim which are Chayav would be
a direct glorification of Hashem’s mitzvah of Tzitzis. A dwelling place, by contrast, is always Chayav;
beautifying the house does not reflect on the mitzvah of mezuzah, per se.

Adir Langermann

Question
Why there isn’t a Din for a house of nnx1 '7x 07 | XiIn because of the mezuzah like for a Talit ?

Because the strings become an integral part of the Talit and the nnxnis not only the strings but the

whole 122 become a nnxn 7w nxon.

However, the Mezuza never becomes part of the house. The house is the arnn the niixn and the Mezuza

is the nnxn. And on the nnxn 7w a'nn there is no Din of "~ nr.



This seems to be not in agreement with the apy' ni7'n in T |n'0 ninar who say that the Talit is not a 77n

of the nixn .

The Rambam n'x'¥ nip7n .2 7o says the the q1d and the n'x'x have to be from the same |'a (color).

Maybe because they are one.

This answer is based on Rav Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg Ztz"l.

PS | love the show

Sincerely,

Abraham Kapetas

Hi David,

Very much enjoyed the show.

| think the answer to the riddle is Pashut. A Talit is a Beged Shel Tefila. We see this from the fact that it is
prohibited to enter a restroom with a Talit. Therefore it is understandable why there is a mitzvah to

beautify it because it is associated with the mitzvah exclusively.

A home on the other hand is main function is to serve the needs of its inhabitants.

Best,

Shaya Wegh

Comments on the show

Gut Voch and good morning Reb Dovid.

Another fascinating episode. | particularly enjoyed listening to Rabbi Shain, even though normally |

consider him a bit extreme.

Yasher koach.

| was a little disappointed with the Epstein interview. He seemed to totally miss the point, or was

intentionally avoiding the topic, with the question of price difference between Chassidishe Shechita and



non Chassidish. Of course it is all supply and demand. So would be the difference in price between
Chassidish and non Chassidish. The question is really if that is manufactured so that Chassidishe will

cost more or not, not if cutlets cost more than polkies.

I would request, or at least really appreciate, if you would tackle a similar subject in a future episode, but
the difference between Hechsherim in Eretz Yisrael. Let me explain. In Eretz Yisrael there is less
transparency and most people don't know the standards of each Hashgacha. They eat what is acceptable
in their community or what Hechsher the Rav or their friends tell them is ok, but most people don't know
to say | eat this or that Hechsher because of this or that Chumra but avoid the other Hechsher because
they do or don't do this or that. There is also a lot of politics involved. It would be great if you could talk to
various Eretz Yisrael Rabbonim and Mashgichim and purveyors about the difference between

Hechsherim and Chumras and reliability.

Issues to be discussed could be very similar to those discussed in this episode, but | would add topics like
why some won't eat Sefardi Hechsherim, why some won't eat OU Israel Hechsher or Rav Auerbach.
The issue would be less regarding Chassidishe vs non Chassidishe but possibly Sefardi and Ashkenazi

or just the various Hechsherim in general.

Rafi Goldmeier

Hello,

Funny that Rabbi Shain said that Star K is not a good shechita and Alle-Meal Mart is very good and Rabbi
Spiegel said the opposite that Star K which is a Kehilashe Shechita would be good but Alle-Meal Mart

which is private label would not be so good.

Yaakov M. Berger

Your Shechita program, while informative should have included other knowledgeable people like Reb
Shimon Mendelowitz, someone from Franklin farms and Rav Shia Markowitz, a Shochet and Mechaber

Kuntres Zivchei Tzedek from Monsey & Monroe and someone from KJ Shechita also to cover what

changed that KJ stopped Shechting Peking Ducks.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YFrhsO4H5m_8CRVR_oR9adbOI4f3jnX8/view?usp=sharing

Maybe have a follow-up program from Yerushalayim & Lakewood.

ainodmilvado@yverizon.net

| have a couple of points of constructive criticism to offer. As a listener, | may sometimes hear some
things differently than you do as the host. | hope you are open to hear them, and do not find them

offensive.

Firstly, there are times when | get the sense that the guest has more to say to explain certain significant
points which he is trying to make; we never get to hear them, however — either because you interject to
lead him in a different direction, or because you end the call with something like “well, it was a pleasure to
speak with you...” Perhaps you could generally give the guest a bit more time to complete their thoughts,
and only afterwards edit out extraneous comments which you feel are insignificant for the purposes of the

show.

Secondly, there are times when the guests cast aspersions on individuals or collective bodies, without
those individuals given the proper opportunity to respond. | have noticed that you are careful never to
make any such comments, but you can’t control what your guests choose to say. For example, this past
week, Rabbi Shain made ambiguous, unsubstantiated claims about OU, Star-K, Rav Machpud, and
Chassidim. His claims were backed merely by his many years of experience and expertise, not by any
factual evidence. Personally, | have spent a lot of time researching and observing commercial kashrus
practices in the USA and EY (out of personal interest) — | have learned to take such comments with
a few grains of salt. | have also observed that most laymen and Bnei Torah are not nearly as well read.
When most people hear such claims, how can they not take them at face value? If you are not going to
give those targeted individuals and bodies an opportunity to respond (which I'm sure is highly
unpractical), perhaps you are better off removing those comments from the program. | am using Rabbi

Shain as a recent example, though there were other episodes when | had similar thoughts.
| hope that you take these criticisms in only the most constructive way!!
I look forward to listening to many more episodes!! Chazak Ve’ematz!!

Adir Langermann


mailto:ainodmilvado@verizon.net

Thank you for your continued Harbatzas HaTorah and efforts to upgrade knowledge of issues in Halacha.

| listened with interest to the 6/9/18 broadcast entitled: “Shechitah today: Chassidisher, Bais Yosef and

Litvish - Is there a difference? What is important? An expose.”

The recurrent theme throughout was thatthere is no fundamental halachic difference between

“Chassidish” (including Lubavitch) and other (proper) Shechitos (such as the Shechita of the OU).

In contradiction to what was stated in the broadcast, attached please find a Kuntris entitled “Shechitas
Lubavitch” which outlines the uniqueness of Lubavitcher Shechita (with an emphasis on Shechitas Ofos),
not only regarding the “Gavra” of the Shochet, but also regarding many details of the Shechita, Bedika

and Melicha. It would be of value to share its contents with the listeners of this broadcast.

Shochtim whose livelihood depends on their being employed by a wide variety of Hashgachos cannot be
expected to state publicly that the Shechita of the Kehilla they are affiliated with is different or better than

any other.

Interviews with the Rav Hamachshir of various Shechitos, would yield more objective and specific

responses as to whether their Shechita differs from others.
Thank you and much continued success.
Ahron Vogel

Show suggestions

In my opinion, Frum weddings take too long and waste lots of money on guests who don't stay for dinner.
| have some letters | can email to you about it but everyone | talk to agrees with the problem. We're
wasting thousands upon thousands of hours of people's precious time on top of all the wasted money.
This should be a grassroots effort to fix the issue. | know it's not technically a Halachik issue but perhaps

there would be a way to discuss the issue on the podcast with Rabbanim, caterers, etc.

Yitzie Pretter

Hi | had an idea for a radio show,


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jCoXKuzGVlizRy1hehoC7vIm0c53gmyC/view?usp=sharing

llegal Dirah's in Eretz Yisroel: Halachic and Hashkafic approaches. Also can include Dirah's in bomb

shelters, storage places, split Dirah's, underground places with no windows and light ,etc

Thanks

Sara Glausiusz
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