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Selected emails from our listeners

Comments on the Show

About the EL-AL "Chillul Hashem"

You spoke last week about the ELAL story

As it became known now that ELAL had anyway a delay and just made a libel accusing
the Chareidi Jews for it.

A 2018 incitement that one can look back to the Kishinev pogroms plain text "LIBEL".

| copied a news report from a secular Israeli news site into a word document so you
should not have to browse on that website. (To see the report click here)

Aaron Schweitzer

Hi,

Thank you for your insightful Motzei Shabbos Halacha discussions. | enjoy them each
week, and find that | can follow along quite well even if | don't learn Gemara all that well
(or at all, to be honest). In any event, | enjoyed this week's show immensely. It always
bothered me that people will make a to-do about seating on planes, but | absolutely
understood them. It's a tough spot to be in. | think your idea about paying 100-200 (or
even more) to get a desirable seat is brilliant. I don't know how much that will mitigate

the Chillul Hashem, though. We live in an era where that too can be spun by the media
to tarnish Chareidim.

What | am wondering about, though, is how people can be so dense? Why is it that in
an era where a wave of #metoo is still riding high, people can't realize that having a
male refrain from sitting next to a female is protective to EVERYONE involved? I've read
about people who've been thrown molestation charges after sitting next to women on a
plane. You are in an influential position. Perhaps you can at least make this point? At
least to your listeners? Why don't people see the beauty in people who want to prevent
this from happening? | once heard you say on the radio that you're careful not to


https://drive.google.com/file/d/12w5n8gCsQNQb_vfD8qrkVcC7rdBkoEhy/view?usp=sharing

seclude yourself with female employees. Can't we find similarities between being
squeezed into a seat for 10+ hours next to a woman/women?

And, I'll add, that as a woman, | would NOT like to be squeezed in next to a male. So
sad to see hype dictating sensible solutions and sentiments. I'm very curious to hear
your thoughts on this.

Thanks again for all,
Rivka

Response: It's not the societal norm, look at the response the Vice President got when
he said that he wouldn't eat lunch with a woman other than his wife.

To me the issue is that when you buy a plane ticket you are entering into a contract with
the airline in which you have limited seating options. To subsequently attempt to change
the terms you agreed to by holding up the plane is a form of theft.

Thanks. | appreciate your being in touch. You're 100% right on all accounts. Buying one
seat on a plane doesn't mean you own the plane! Maybe they should just buy 2
seats...in any event, thank you for reading my thoughts and responding to them. I'm

looking forward to continue listening in to your shows.
Much Hatzlacha!
Thanks for the wonderful show.

Does the woman next to the traveler have to be attractive? Doesn't it say that
it's Assur to look at an Aishes Ish Afeelu Hee M'chueres'? Is that only by a married
Jewish woman?

Thanks.

Yaakov M Berger

Hello Reb Dovid



Thank you for your wonderful show.

| am writing from Melbourne, Australia in response to your conversation with Rav Taplin
on the international dateline a couple of weeks ago.

| just wanted to add that when Rov Shmuel and Rov Sholom visited Melbourne they
both kept one day of Shabbos and did not keep any D’oraisas on Sunday.

The Rosh Kollel of the Lakewood Kollel here, Rov Binyomin Wurzburger told me that
the reason Rov Sholom did not come here was not because of the date line and
Shabbos.

Also, Rosh Kollel Wurzburger called Rov Moshe before he came here in the early
1980’s to ask about this Shabbos Shaila and Rov Moshe said that the community in
Australia has been keeping Shabbos on Saturday for more than 100 years, how can
you go there and change the way things are done?

Thank you and keep up the amazing work you are doing.
Kol Tov

Chaim

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein:
| enjoy the show and find it quite it quite interesting.

Regarding vacationing without a minyan and the story regarding the Chofetz Chaim. |
believe that the story and the way it is told is misleading. Please look at the Sefer
Shmiras Haloshon at the end in the Chasimas Hasefer. There the Chofetz Chaim
discusses the importance of Tefilla B'Tzibbur and that one should never miss davening
for a Dvar Reshus.

The story is misleading.It was implied that the Chofetz Chaim went on vacation without
a minyan. All the story said was that he went somewhere without a minyan. You don't
know here he went and what he was doing there. The reason he was upset with the
Bochurim who came may be due to the fact that they were acting as if they know more



than the Chofetz Chaim. Maybe there was a privacy issue. Be it that it may, when one
reads the Chofetz Chaim's words he will find it difficult to vacation without a minyan.

Kol Tuv,

Shmuel Foxman

To Rabbi Dovid Lichtenstein and team.

| have recently discovered your podcast and find it fascinating, the topic, guests and
forum is the perfect balance between being educational and entertaining, | would really
like to thank you for all the effort you put into this program. | work full time and this gives
me a way to get a little more Torah learning into my day.

As your listenership grows, so does the responsibility that comes along with it. A slight
unintended comment can slip into a listener's subconscious especially when it's going
out to such a large group at all different phases in life.

In the 6/30 'Vacations' segment (about 7 minutes in) you said a story about a boy who
was kicked out of the Mir and later was successful financially, you seemed to be
indicating that this not necessarily a bad thing as it led to the yeshiva receiving financial
aid and you continued this line of thought in regard to parents and their children. As a
person that is clearly Machshiv Torah, | am sure that was not your intention, while we
can never understand Hashem's ways, we know that the value of Torah learning trumps
all other good actions and deeds, while parents should obviously appreciate their
children for who they are, that does not mean that having a child who will support them
or even support Torah learning is comparable to one that sits and learns and dedicates
himself fully to Torah learning.

| know it may seem like | am nitpicking, focusing on an offhand comment in a 2-hour
program. However, this is a common issue that is projected to our children (and to
adults) by glorifying wealthy individuals and lifestyles, in Jewish media, Nosdos
showering honors, social media clips of fancy weddings with Rosh yeshivas paying
homage etc. It is extremely difficult keep in mind that the man dedicating his life to



Torah, no matter what his car,nome or even clothing may look like is more important
and Chashuv then the person donating 5 million dollars to a yeshiva, when one is on the
front of a newspaper and the other is in the corner of the Bais Midrash struggling to pay
his mortgage.

Again | would like to thank you for your show, And Bezras Hashem you should be
Zoche to continue to be Marbitz Torah Leorech Yomim V'Shanin Tovim.

Heshy Moskowits

Show Suggestions
Hello Mr. Lichtenstein.

| wanted as a start to thank you for the show; | travel in my car for several hours every
day back and forth to work. I've struggled for many years to find Torah Shiurim that can
keep me engaged during a long car ride, it's not easy to concentrate on a Shiur while
driving. | recently downloaded your app and have been listening to the Torah shows

non- stop! You have the Zechus of my extra Limud Torah, Thank You !

| have a suggestion for a topic that | hope you will find appropriate to discuss. There has
historically been a fascination with stories within our religion. We've been accustomed to
hearing stories of Gedolim from the past generations most of them involving miracles or
highlighting their greatness. In the past 30 years we've seen many new Jewish books
that contain stories about Gedolim, miracles, Chesed, and personal Yeshuas.

| bulleted below some of the items that | think are worth a discussion and would like to
hear about.

« Are all the stories being said true? Does is make it difference if it's not
true?

e« Are stories with wonderful Yeshuas really a help for people? For every
story that has a positive outcome there is a story with a negative outcome ?



« Do we need stories to help our Emunah, there is a very popular Sefer from
Rabbi D. Ashear which besides for containing basic Emuna thoughts also
contains many miraculous stories. Do we really need all of these stories, the

Chovos Halvovos, Shar Habitochon, doesn't need stories to prove his points?

« There is a very popular book series written by 2 Goyim, | believe religious
Christians, called Chicken Soup for the Soul. The stories written in there about
non- Jews are eerily similar to some of the stories written in many of the
Jewish books. This in some respects highlights the question is there really
something to "the story"?

. What is the basis for the Chasidush Massa?

e« There is a popular thought among the Litvishe that a Godol doesn't need
miracles to prove himself, | believe that this is going back to the times of R.

Chaim from Volozhin and the Chasidim, are stories the new miracles?

e When some people read stories with miraculous outcomes they will
actually get dejected and can have a negative outcome on their Emuna?

Thank you, | hope you find this topic worthwhile discussing and looking forward to
hearing the show in the near future.

Sincerely,
Yaakov Berger

Lakewood, NJ
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