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Selected emails from our listeners

| have recently been listening to your shows and am enjoying them. Yesterday in the car
| heard your discussion with Rabbi Elefant. You mentioned asking R. Abadi a question.
From what you said later in the show | can only assume that you don't know R. Abadi's
views. He thinks that pretty much all hechsherim are unnecessary. All you need to do is
read the ingredients. (I can explain the halakhic basis if you are interested) Maybe he

would be a good person to interview.

| also have to say that Rabbi Elefant appears to have never been to a supermarket in
Spain, Italy, Hungary, Germany, India, etc.etc., since he claimed that you will find OU
products in supermarkets all over world. As one who travels all over the world | can tell
you that in supermarkets in these and other countries you will find NO OU products
(occasionally one will find Haagen Dasz ice cream, but that is it. Certainly no packaged

items).

Let me also add that what he says would be incomprehensible to Jews living in Europe.
There are no hechsherim there like we have in the U.S. For example, the website of the

London Beth Din says as follows

Plain vegetables in water or brine are permitted provided that there are no added

ingredients besides salt and preservative

As for the possibility that they might have made pork on the same line as the
vegetables, this concern is discounted based on the principle of setam kelim einam

benei yomo.

| bring people on Jewish history tours to Europe. While there | tell them what foods they
can eat based on what the local rabbis tell me. The people are sometimes incredulous,
asking how can you eat it if there is no hashgachah. This is a question that only

someone in America or Israel could ask.



Sincerely,
Marc Shapiro

| can also tell you that | have NEVER heard anyone, even from the most extreme
communities say that there is a problem going into a supermarket and buying
vegetables or fruit. | saw that you were also quite surprised. No one has ever thought
that there is a need to speak to someone at the supermarket to see if the food came
from Israel and as you pointed out the guy working there has no idea where the food
came from. The most extreme hasidim will go into any supermarket and buy fruit and

vegetables.

| find this all fascinating as a sociological study. If you create the mechanism for kashrut
supervision, this will inevitably lead to greater and greater stringencies of the sort that
were unimaginable just a few years ago. You are old enough to remember that when we
were kids there was no such thing as D or DE on packaging. That should also tell us

something.



