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Selected emails from our listeners

Answers to the Question

I'll take a shot at answering the riddle. Who said this “rapist” is to be believed in the first

place?
Thanks,

Chaim Gordimer

Response: See Chinuch mitzva 26 that an alum is INXTIN '© 7Y 2am
See Yerushalmi kedushin 1/1 Yuda ben Pazi and Korban Eida says same
And Pesachim 3: story of R Yehudah Ben Besaira and Rashi there that agrees.
So, the witness is believed.
Comments on the show
Hello,

| enjoyed immensely this past episode with HaRav Lopiansky. You mentioned that you
weren’t interested in government programs to stay in learning, as there’'s “no K'vod
Shomayim.” While | don’t necessarily disagree with you, | was wondering if you could

perhaps elaborate.
Thanks,

Chaim Gordimer

| attended RJJ the same time as Rav Aharon Lopiansky and would like to comment on
what the great Rosh Yeshiva’s of our Yeshiva said at that time regarding work. Rav

Yitzchok Tendler, who learned in Radin and was Zoche to be Meshamesh the Chofetz



Chaim, told us we should take off a year to learn before we went to college. He never

told us not to go to college.

| was learning in the Bais Medrash of RJJ when a Bochur named Kreindler went over to
the Rosh Yeshiva and told him that he became a Choson and that he wanted to
continue to learn in Kollel. Rav Warshavchick asked him, “Voz Vel Zein Mit Parnassa.”
He then told the Rosh Yeshiva, “But | heard it is a Segula to learn a year after you get
married.” Rav Warshavchick repeated, “Ober Voz Vell Zain Mit Parnassa” (What will be

with your Parnassa obligations).

We had 39 boys in our class and at least 35 went to college. The only two who did not
go to college were Rav Label Lopiansky, and Rav Shlomo Altusky (currently the Rosh
Yeshiva of Darchei Torah). These two were the smartest boys in the class not only in
Limidui Kodosh but also in English studies and both had over a 95 average on the

Regents exams.

The RJJ Kollel had only 11 members and all of them were outstanding Talmedei
Chachomim. Two of them were the Levene brothers, (one married the daughter of Rav
Warshavchick and in addition to being a great Talmid Chochom and Rov, was also the
Chairman of the Economics Department of Yeshiva University). Another member of the
Kolel was Rav Reuvein Alt, who is a Dayan in the Beth Yosef Beth Din in Boro Park,
and another one was Rav Mordechai Marcus, a great Talmid Chochom, a chief editor of
the Art Scroll Shas, and Rav of the Lakewood minyan in Flatbush. The RJJ kolel was for
Metzuyanim and very similar to what it was in Lita where in the entire Lita there were

only 30 full time learners in the Kollel, who were all Metzuyanim.

After RJJ, | went to Mirrer Yeshiva in Flatbush. | was Zoche to learn B'Chavrusa with
many of the children of the “Alter Mirrers” who learned in Mir in Poland and Shanghai.
One Alter Mirrer, Baruch Maruch, was Zoche to be one of the Ballei Tefila for Yamin
Noriam in Mir. He told me that in most cases, the “Alter Mirrers” all went straight to work
when they got married. If you wanted to only learn then you stayed single and only got
married later. In America, he said, unfortunately many girls do not respect a man who
works. However, this was not the way it was in Europe. Even though they worked when
they got married, they all had tremendous Yiras Shamayim. When Elul came in Mir



Poland, you could feel the fear of the Yom Hadin. There were often tears on the
Shtenders during the Yomin Noraim. Men who learned and worked were greatly
respected in Europe.

We learned Pirkei Avos on Friday for one Zman, and Rav Shmuel Brudney ZTL, told us
that most of us will have to go to work, in accordance with the many Mishnayos in Pirkei
Avos that praise work. Rav Elya Jzurkanski, another Rosh Yeshiva, was Maspid an
Alter Mirrer, who worked and learned and said during the Hesped that this is the right
Derech. Rav Shmuel Bernenbaum ZT"L told us that he prefers to choose Rav Aharon’s
Derech for Mirrer Yeshiva since he felt that was the only way to produce Gedolim.

However, he always respected those who chose to learn and work.

Rav Ovadia Yosef wrote that someone who works but learns every spare minute is also
considered in the category of Torasoh Umnaso. It was mentioned by Rav Dovid Cohen
that there were many great Gedolim in Europe that worked, and some of them were

equal to the greatest Rosh Yeshivas.

In Bereshis Perek 33 Posuk 18 Rashi mentions that when Yakkov reached Shechem,
after 20 years of working for Lavan, he was Shalam B'Toraso, and did not forgot
anything that he learned while he was working in Bais Lavan. Apparently, work was not
a negative. We should all be Zoche to have Siyata Dishmaya in our decision of following
Rav Yishmoel or Rav Shimon Bar Yochai.

Raphael Grossman

Show Suggestions

Thank you Dovid for your tremendous work, I'm a big Follower- | listen to your
discussions all the time, I'm still catching up with all the archives! :)

I'm wondering if you're able to address something which is extremely common these
days, downloading music for free from the internet instead of buying the CD. | know you
discussed this briefly with Rabbi Doniel Neustadt, topic "Music in Halacha", but | felt like
this topic needs a little bit more discussion.



| was wondering if the problem is only when you're copying it, or it even applies to
something which is already easily downloadable with the click of a button, (like from

Instagam or the like).

| didn't understand the difference between music and the case of the fire that you
mentioned, when it's "on X7 n11 nana nt. Like what happens if | wouldn't have bought the
album either way, what am | making him loose?

Chaim Teitlebaum
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