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Selected emails from our listeners

Comments on the Show

My personal experiences at the workplace were very positive and I often
witnessed many instances of Kiddish Hashem by the frum working community.

My first job was with the State Comptrollers office which was located at 270 Broadway.
(Although I had already passed all four parts of the CPA exam, I decided to take a government
job because I wanted very much to wear a yarmulka and have time to learn after work.) I was
pleasantly surprised to see how well the Orthodox employees were treated. Sinai Halberstam, a
chosid who came to work with his Chasidish levush, told me that he and a few other frum Jews
once met the State Comptroller, Arthur Levitt. They discussed their State Audits and at the end
of the meeting the State Comptroller told Arthur Gordon, the bureau Director to, “Hire more
yarmulka boys.” It was a wonderful feeling to see the brocha of posek 6 in Devarim 4 (loosely
translated, the nations will say what a smart nation the Torah Jews are). When we took the
written exam for supervisor with 50 other people, the top three grades in the exam were recorded
by three yarmulka boys, Abe Fisch from Monsey was number 1, myself and Michael Miller from
Flatbush were numbers 2 and 3. The comment by Judge Freier that the chasidish Professor
Rabbi Aaron Twerski makes a great Kiddush Hashem at Brooklyn Law School with his great
erudition and middos is not the exception but often the rule. Howard Balsam, a former yeshiva
student, who was the Director of Internal Audit at Catholic Medical Centers told me that he was
once at a meeting with Cardinal O’Conner when they were discussing a difficult issue. Mr.
Balsam was given permission to offer a suggestion. After he spoke, the Cardinal stated in jest to
the others in the room, “Why didn’t you all think of this, you goyishe kep.”

The point made in the show that often it is easier to remain frum when there are mainly
gently co-workers was also well taken. When I worked for the Auditing Department at
Downstate Medical Center, my supervisor, a devout Catholic woman, had a buzzer system
installed, while I was on vacation. When I came back I told her that my Rabbi does not allow me
to work in a locked room because of the prohibition of being together with a woman (Yichud).
She respected my request and never locked the door whenever I was in the office.

I was very impressed when the department decided that the most trustworthy
person to hold the office funds would be an Orthodox Jew. My friend just retired from being the
CFO if a large apparel firm and the gentile owners praised him by saying his middle name was
“Honest.” '

I felt that my yarmulka saved me from many nisyonos. During the summer many of my
co-workers would go outside and intentionally observe the pritzos (immodest attire) but before
they left they often told me, “What we are going to do during lunch is not for you.”

I was in a workroom shared by eight other people. I found someone on my floor, Max
Zidile, who had a private office and I asked him what he does during lunch. He said he learns
mishnayos. I asked him if I could join and for the next three years we covered Mishnayos Zeraim,
Moed and Nahsim.

My chavrusa of seven years, Shmuel Foxman, also went to work at age 24 and we made
up to meet at Mirrer Yeshiva at 5:30 every day. We learned until 8:00 PM. We did this for five



years. One time while we were learning, someone asked my chavrusa a financial question. My
chavrusa responded, “You have been learning all day so you have some time to batel (waste).
However, I am working most of the day and I cannot afford to reduce time from my learning
schedule.” .

Most of my friends in Mirrer Yeshiva, became professionals and had tremendous
hatzlacha in both gashmiyos and ruchniyus. I do not know of any friend who went to work and
went off the derech. I did not realize how lucky I was to have received a Torah Chinuch until I
went to work. I saw how confused and irritable many of my co-workers were and this gave me
chizuk to learn even more.

As an auditor, I was trained in advanced statistical sampling since all audits were required
to be at least 95-99% accurate. The audit sample chosen had to match the characteristics of the
population reviewed. The sample also has to be randomly chosen to avoid any bias. Much
machlokas could be avoided if we would discard our biases and be more careful of any negative
statement we are making about other groups. For example. I saw a teshuva written by a
prominent posek in Eretz Yisroel, that stated that a Kohen should not marry a girl that went to
college. In my humble opinion, this is true only for girls who attend out of town colleges‘or who
live in coed dorms.. However, I challenge anyone to show that girls who attend Touro or Cope
and live at home are considered, chas vshalom, zonos. A local Rov said that a heimish College is
traif because he saw in one of their college textbooks, items that are considered apikorses and
against Halacha. Assuming what he said is true, we still need to conduct a valid statistical
sample to show that girls or boys who go to Heimishe colleges have a higher off the derech
percentage than those who do not attend college. I was told my a prominent principal in a
Brooklyn yeshiva that the opposite is true. We need to do a statistical sample determine the facts.

May we all be zoche to lead lives that are Mekadesh Hashem.

Raphael Z. Grossman

Comments on Previous Shows
Show 236 — Litvish VS Chabad

Very interesting topic. | didn’t listen to the earlier one about rav schach and lubavitch

yet. Two points so far.

1) During your discussion with Rabbi Gifter about his father’'s opposition to the Rebbe
“speaking” to his Shver, | believe Rabbi Gifter said that his father told the Lubavitcher
Chassidim, “ tell me what the Shver answered” | think Rav Gifter was not criticizing the
fact that the Chassidim said that the Rebbe spoke to his Shver (that seemed to be the
whole discussion between you and Rabbi Gifter), he was upset that the Chassidim were

saying that he was having a conversation like between 2 living people. That's why he



jokingly said tell me what the Shver answered. And that upset the chassidim. In a
similar case, there is a Chassidus that | have heard calls the long not-living Rebbe up to
Shlishi every Shabbos by Mincha. The joke that is said is let them give him Hagbah
instead.

2) During your discussion, | think | heard you say Lubavitch has been Mekarev
hundreds of thousands. After Lubavitch was Mekarev the first person, that is more than
| have done, but hundreds of thousands sounds a bit too much. Is your definition of
Mekarev Shomer Shabbos, kashrus and Tahras Hamishpacha? Even if you meant
prevented intermarriage, that number sounds too high. | think touched hundreds of
thousands is a better term. | have gone to public menorah lightings, gone to the
children’s museum across from 770 with many other Frum Yidden as have many not

Frum Yidden, but that doesn’t mean they were Mekarev either one of us.

Just to end with a wonderful story about the Rebbe. In the early sixties, the Rebbe’s
mother lived near the Rebbe. A young boy named Kiss (I know his nephews and great
nephews) lived nearby and got a job delivering groceries for a Frum grocer. The normal
tip in those days was 25 cents and he was trying to save up for a new suit that cost $20.
The first day, he delivered groceries to the Rebbe’s mother and the Rebbe was there
visiting. After checking the order to see it was correct, he tipped the young boy $10.
Leaving the house, a Chossid “bought” the Rebbe’s $10 bill for $20. On the first day, he
earned enough to buy the suit and that is just what he did. When he told his father what
happened, his father was upset that a Chossid had given Kedusha to the rebbe’s bill.
When the next Yom Tov came by and everyone lined up by the Rebbe to say gut Yom
Tov, he told the Rebbe what happened. During the next few months when he delivered
to the mother’s house the Rebbe wasn’t there and his mother tipped him a quarter each
time. Finally, one day the Rebbe was there. When it came time for the tip the Rebbe
said, “Your father is upset that you sold my $10 bill, so here is $10 and please don'’t sell
it to my Chassidim.” Then he took out another $10 bill handed it to the young boy and
said, “THIS one you can sell to the Chassidim”.

Kesiva Vachasima Tova. Thanks for all your effort you put into the podcasts.

Martin Nerl
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Rabbi Goldberg
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Harry Rothenberg
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