Is Open Orthodoxy
s Orthodox

DOVID LICHTENSTEIN

Showi 243 | Oct 26™ 2019

A 7109 2 719 N'WUXIA MW M'wn

1MAT 7Y Qo 7R (17 '7un) MmNXaw KINL|IYIA T NRA 10197 ,MIXN 7Y ND'OIN - 12 1Yan X7

X 719 |N] 2T NIAX NOOoN NNV NINdon

2O 70X AN YV 7010 K7 DTRN 7V DR DX INIR KD N 1AT? [IWRIN DTR NYYY 210 INTR
IURIN DTX XY X7 (" 2 N'WRIL) NN Nin 00 179X DI D 10 728N X7 Y a1 nyTn yvnl
I7OXN X7 D'N7R AKX AN N2 AWK YYD N901 0T IR D RIR RID N2 WITn 'R 0T NN ik
710! N1 'RIN AR 1272 XY 7000 YWON WN) DY YW ANIRA (A 2 DY) INmN 9 12 1an X710 nnn
NMIX DX NYA17 DX N7 MR DNY AN'Y N2 N8R QYT 70 DN DR 7'WORI YR DTRN IR 7'wd0nY
YUIN WNIN NYY N .ANN NIXR 'R C'WAN OX DR X N C''RE I YA N0 RID )N WITpn YYDy

YOXR7 I'MN'D NYIY TY 1IYNNNT 122020 1772 [7'K2 YA TAY YW NN

X TINY N9 T XY'¥N X212 Ndon 711 Tin'n

.01 K77 D' D ,N'M NRT722 XN NDNW?T XNNYN ARA QN 7RIWT RUIRYT 7270 D RYT 2N

NDN N'0 NdIO NID7A 0N NIIXR X'NM

(7"Mn) naxmn' 7X 177 ARaN DIXAT 119D DIF ANKRYT T NdIoN |7NYT NNl



Riddles of the Week

#1

A ZI09 1 9D N'YUNKI] NYID N'UKI] "yn

MTIZN 7V 71NN 9oInT 1MX 1'aN1 MY YT I'RY 0T W 1DNIN [IVNY 0 - 'yhawn Dk 0N

.01 12 D72 178D AR NIYWN VIND 012 0101 I'VANI I'MY VTI'Y NIN 7N YITiMN

1 ND70 X 719 WY NNAY NDYN NIwn Tan

3"n1 X7 NOX7N Nrwya X7 72K 12'wa XX DNIN QT N90IN 'RY NN 12120 AT LI 9roIng Nl
NN M 99D N90IN N2 NID7NA 1M2TA DT K7W INTI NRYNNYI DIX? 7'NNn ANDY INTI NIN2AWA X7
731 7"N DX NvOoIN 7Y INTIM XN' 710" WATY M W' WY D'RIN NRI7NN2 N2TAY AR DRI 7100l
NINX XN'MQINOX7A NOOIN 72V INTIN 11'RIE DT KIN O 7¢ MIXY 7y 0Th DI'N DYV IWYN X7 NDR'MN
IMAYN NI7 TINYN ' 0210 oM 'DEYTRN 2V 21NN '9'oimy XN 131 D3'MIY9] NX DNV DY DY
[N RO'XT MK OYI .WTEN 7V 71NN '9'0In NIAY TXIY DIZn 70U 1A% XN DdDNAY 7'n 'in ninawv
N7un N'Yya NNl Y'Y NNIYIE 72IRN 70U XN nyIT R0DERNNINR RYWAT? X7 'R07 07 0T
NX11 NDYNN 72X .T2%72 '12ya NOOIN 12'21 AND NT71 MYNNI 'WYIE'0 NIRYNNT D10 17'K3 2mdn 1'7Y
KN'MQ N 17'RD NXM NIN'MIAN AW INANEYTR 0 797 N90IN MIYY XN'M2aN N1 71097 DNy T
1227 201 NNIYI 22IRN 727 WAIT Y™ DNy NOoIN WAIT 78ynwy' 3T Nnr (‘o 1) n"T #2"91 NNX
NIN2AYA 17'9X NMINN N W' NOOINY D'YI5NN IRY NYT 72X .Nann y™d 00T yiT 0'R7in onw

B byhh |7 NXRO1 D1 DAV D'

#2

A' NIX 1D NYIO N'YUKI] YO N N'YUKI]

127 ,NAI"7UN NYT 2120 XY INKY DNAT 7'w90 TN 12K Y DWA TP 20 ,RY PN, N 9 T Ry
27 72 X1'IN 27 DY NAN 0L ANNd1 0MI9ND KXY NN IVAY 102 ITVIR A0 Dwa DM
N 7"K IUKIN DTN 12 V29,121 NRAE7 K¥IT RN NI (T DINY) X DIRT AN )N, NNY RY! IR PNY

79 NND> NX'N D AKX LIM9 7Y NDVN [IYRIN DTN 7'NNN,MIYONI NIWN My 7' 1T nwuwn



AMTN 17 'K, nawn o7 'y imm (Qx 0'70n) mRE"TR TAY TN YT Mvn X7 KRNI

J1ar'n? nIminY 210 nawan ot ' Imm my 2y IwTN nwn XAl N DY NNR Y'NTR AT
2 Ty n' T 'aN'y ndon *711 TIN'n
NIYNI AY' IT' 72V NN DoAY AR [I'D ,N'N 71TA T'ON [IWRIN DTX NIX 'RN 20 A0 L,Amn

D 7MY D'WIYI NRN YA 7Y DIRND 'TIT D7UN1 MY DWW NN DWURD N WD ,NIY DWW RN

.07 NTNT YIT N2OWA - KINN AMNKp?



Selected audio from our listeners
Answers to the Questions
Answers to the questions 1 click here
Answers to the questions 2 click here
Answers to the questions 3 click here
Answers to the questions 4 click here
Answers to the questions 5 click here

Answers to the questions 6 click here


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1b93z9AeNYRh7kGSC0FEcGWMjdwP-jbM-
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-_70m6M5_GPatEWfcvPAFZYKNzxNgFct
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1uTWvvRrQPp4uE46NZvWIXr_IHbi-rseH
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NeL65GGfSzLObqbe3B6_DFp1uG6TGo8M
https://drive.google.com/open?id=19-vTnFi4P533SjtQEydHW4Al0_WP2hRO
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1zwaatpifo7mGrkqzdpgDHt5ZPNi3hzZJ

Comments on the Show

Comments on the show 1 click here
Comments on the show 2 click here
Comments on the show 3 click here
Comments on the show 4 click here
Comments on the show 5 click here

Comments on the show 6 click here
Comments on the show 7 click here
Comments on the show 8 click here

Comments on the show 9 click here

Comments on the show 10 click here

Comments on the show 11 click here

Comments on the show 12 click here
Comments on the show 13 click here

Comments on the show 14 click here
Comments on the show 15 click here

Comments on Previous Shows

Show 112 — Tznius Questions

Comments on the show 1 click here

Show 236 — Yeshivish VS Lubavitch

Comments on the show 1 click here


https://drive.google.com/open?id=17hyIm3AgByY7p8_YnQptot6MSYYPTCCG
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Zk9ngUa0Bst8Jl5iZJXX9V7trR8ZqYNK
https://drive.google.com/open?id=10ERDAZPVPpxgwCvEqn9hcp-Qgb1rp1ry
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1YX2UpZk77FMQJWb7zJC9u1PSJwC_Ye7R
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1yfTePf3QKMlEStkCEYs0awPPfCvw4NP1
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1OG3c5i6HkIWGER02lNQXbtjZkGBLhCHQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1SpL1hpqQsdESNB6fStd0vCqkJYwK79hw
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Vv5hzNc94C7EYBGWua4PhVLU5KDXErsg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1sE1VWP4g44uBW7lJZQ4rXQHfYVmIaJtr
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1b8gxk6wdUpeAHyBvzyDrK6DW4EqRb4xF
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TiS9MUOGVHCg1u5SuBSc7jwYsXFAVJAQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZM7VnY1MlohMIjr8k6wffHYoGf2iRW_h
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Jqdf6Y9jZ2GUTzEqwAFyJblm2ubnR9vd
https://drive.google.com/open?id=16pFQNn76yg7qQRV1yb0VWncdC3Z_nhVX
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mhTpS-KsRmJj7G6rNHZF8AbaNzTq_SLJ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=11NDr0RYykKjhjXHkJbXmBT42vOCKoxqo
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1upLn2hvj2nFL2vEMrxIQRTwyxVEGAvXG

Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the Show
Kudos to Mr. Lichtenstein for this week's show!
Yes Kudos!

To be honest, that when | heard about what the show's topic is, | just wanted to bang
down the phone but | let it go a bit and then | heard that the transcript (not the
Ukrainian...) was shown to leading rabbis | was relieved and kept the line running.

So to summarize the show regarding the two leading key figures in this new
movement hosted in this week's show is...

There is an unapologetic difference between Lopatin and Katz that brings us to a
major and extreme contradiction between those clergy that is not sensible to

comprehend and that brings us to:

LOPATIN VS. KATZ
We will start with the latter:

Katz defined this movement and his position in particular as like someone is in the
depth of hell and trying to grab and rescue the ninety percent of Jewish people who are
drowning in the secular world and he is trying to save them from today's dangers

(is there any dangers?!)

So to sum it all up, he considers himself kind of a missionary and like he said walking
on a tightrope etc... trying to attract and to return the secular Jews.

[To a simple layman it feels a bit similar to a Chabad emissary only the difference is
that Chabad doesn't compromise even a tiny bit on any single Halacha or custom under
any circumstances whereas this new movement shifts and breaks away some major
fundamental principles of Judaism and that is only on what was heard on this show (and

that is more than enough).



Yes he won'tcompromise on Kitniyot or a second day but on three
commandments that a person is required to sacrifice there they make sure to
shift radically not that they are totally lenient with that but to compromise on issues
that branch out from it and that is the most harsh and severe commitments required by

every Jew.
1. Avodah Zara
There is no need for examples as it is straightforward

How many quotes that are plain and simple direct contradictions with the thirteen
principles of faith?!

Uh huh they both vomited some garbage answers (answers?!) on almost everything,
like he is actually not in the yeshivah staff or it has much deeper meaning to it....

OK Katz figured his way out with the quote that Mr. Lichtenstein challenged him
that it is to attract some Jews by saying "Hey that Rabbi is cool so | will ask him

everything".

So he is willing to make those statements which really looks like and at "face
value" it is none other than a direct transgression of, yes the thirteen principles of
faith.

And what is their success vs. Chabad ???

Maybe a few dozen leftists intellectuals that happen to have some knowledge of the
Torah (because if they dont, why start to attract them with this?) will be attracted not
that they will be drawn to this movement but maybe they will read some sermons or
articles, maybe...

Whereas Chabad without any compromising have drawn hundreds of thousands
maybe in the millions closer to Hashem and Torah

(If someone has a problem that some intellectuals will be left behind there are quite a
few Kiruv organizations that can and do cater for intellectuals and without
compromising).



And that is on what Katz said that he is doing it to rescue the other ninety percent
2. Gilyu Arayios
Alternative lifestyle is simple

And the entry of women clergy and everything around that even though you can say
that is not Giluy Arayos but Responsa from previous generations proves that it stems
from there and can bring to impure thoughts and it can be at some degree worse.

Especially in being lenient about uncovering a part of the body in shul, The
Mishnah Berurah in hilchos tefillah goutes an halachic authority that even though
it is known that the prohibition of LO SASIRU (nmmn x%) is only when it is
done intentionally for pleasure, When it is a Makom Mechusah (nopn njpn) the
prohibition is still in effect no matter what.

This is an example of something that can bring impure thoughts and | am sure if you
start going through halachic authorities from generations you can find it a lot on how

many n'arol 0"Ta were imposed on this.

It looked like Katz is a strong advocate on Kitniyot whereas on the other subject he was
found to be extremely lenient. If you would ask around even toady's serious Torah
scholars what they think the major leaders of the previous generation would
compromise Ervah vs. Kitnyot | am sure the response would be the latter [that is of
course on situations like 70 17 |"7'oxn].

3. Shfichas Damim

Well on this there aren't any direct hits (yet...it feels to me that they are in a direction of
something like free end of life for the sick ...just kidding [I hope so...]).

But maybe Shefichas Damim can be and this is also to address Mr. Lichtenstein the
issue of alternative lifestyle.

There are many many books of top tier physiologists of today and from yesteryear about
these issues and they conclude that those are physiological problems and it can be
born right by birth and mainly it develops in the first two years of life.



Yes and | heard that it is not mentioned at all by the left politicians and that is obviously
for their political agenda that everyone is entitled for their lifestyle (it's time to vomit).

And not only that they conceal it all because political junk.

(If you want some of those books regarding this subject | can send you some links and
PDF's).

Now there could be a physiological way out on those issues, so why don't you
and Katz turn over every stone for a solution that should be in favor of the Torah.

And when you put out statements of being sympathetic to those people and
especially when there are some dangerous quotes about this from this new
movement about this you are giving people a straightforward leniency to this
without seeking for every different method to avoid that and voila you can live
like that.

And then there are some people who can be attracted to both and by putting out

those statements gives them a leeway it to be a normal way of life.

Maybe that can be similar to Shefichas Damim you are ruining their life by saying
this.

| have numerous of examples in explaining it; | will give you a simple and a spiritual one:
The simple one:

If you see a toddler who is already two and he cannot walk yet wouldn't you try every
therapist to help him walk??? Or maybe that that is his life and its normal for his body

therefore he should live a crawling lifestyle....
The spiritual one:

OCD is known for putting its victims in endless doubts, so let's say you have a Yeshivah
Bochur that developed it with doubts in Emunah y"™ would you let him live like

Of course not!



Therefore there is no question that the same is by this situation. Yes and even though
this new movement gets fooled by today's liberals who are trying to make it normal.

OK now with Lopatin

Lopatin's perspective on this movement that this movement is good way
for open-minded or liberal ORTHODOX Jews to live with, which is a direct
opposition with Katz's opinion on this movement.

SO so so

There is a major discrepancy and contradiction with two key leaders in this new

movement.

Katz's opinion is that this movement is not for the orthodox at all as clearly stated
in the show and not only that they should refrain and stay away from it. Tay'T

TAY'TAY

Whereas Lopatin's opinion that this movement is a n'2*nnd% for an open minded,
liberal,...fill the blank, Jew

One more comment on Lopatin, the way figures out those simply put funny
answers on each question looks like on the first glance like someone who is a bit
naive c'mon you have one after the other hair raising quotes of major players. (A
few of them were removed as not such influential players in the movement live in the
show, you can hear it)and you drive them on a roller-coast with "deeper
understandings". But at the beginning of the show Mr. Lichtenstein mentioned
major degrees and decorations he was awarded, so he is certainly not so naive.
Apparently with world subjects he has better knowledge and with the torah he is
a bit naive (Maybe he should reconsider his position).

| have some critic to Mr. Lichtenstein as well.
How come you are more religious the Katz with this movement?

You said a couple of times on the show | will let my listeners to decide on what is right,

when Katz said specifically that this movement is for the secular!!!



Also Rabbi Rosenthal has told you some halachic issues regarding how Katz concluded
some Laws that contradict Halacha.

You had Katz on the phone and you let him pass on thin air. Why didn't you square on
him regarding his verdicts in law???

And basically you let him pass very easy in a time where you could square on him at
least how you do on others.

Aaron Schweitzer

R Dovid,

| usually really enjoy your podcasts (though | get a little uncomfortable when you push
too hard on people who may not be expecting it).

| felt you really didn’t add anything to this terrible Machlokes with YCT/OO. You used
references to former Musmachim (Farber is clearly off the path, just as many YU and
even Yeshivish students go off), and | think unfairly went back to Farber reference right
after Katz implying KATZ really said Mitzrayim itself didn’t happen.

When | came to law school straight from yeshiva back in 2004, | set up a bunch of
Chavrusahs and learned a full Seder in the beis Medrash of the Hillel at Columbia. At
that time, early yct was there too, and | railed and screamed against them all the time. |
look back and feel terrible about it, as these are people who are just a very different
wavelength, and trying to be as orthodox as we can be. If we don’t attack Gerrer
Takanos or basically any ultra orthodox changes, then we shouldn’t claim those on the
left aren’t orthodox. We should understand Shivim Panim and that we can disagree with
their proclamations, but if they are keeping Torah and Mitzvos saying they aren'’t
orthodox (and engaging in off putting witch hunts and constantly noting everything they
say or do) is not the way to greaten the Torah in this world.

These articles (and now this podcast) just adds to hate and personal focus. Make a
podcast stating clearly that R Farber said x and we disagree. Saying someone isn'’t



orthodox is a terrible tactic and not something people like Reb Chaim Shmulevitz would
ever agree with.

Here was my response to a friend (who is an orthodox pulpit rabbi now) after he read
Rabbi Rosenthal's examples of the outlandish yct grad statements in his catalogue of
bad deeds by other Jews:

“I wouldn’t be surprised if the individual events are true. That is still not the issue | have.
There is no doubt thatR ....... is barely on the edge of Orthodox Judaism, and generally
follows what liberal society tells him is right or wrong. Do you know his story? Can you
imagine anyone with his background being Frum 100 years ago? Do you know he gave
his kidney (he backed up his rhetoric). Do we need to post pictures and write every
month or so about how bad of a Jew he is? When he makes a Halachic opinion you
think is wrong, state your disagreement. That is a Machlokes Leshem Shamayim. The
fact that some rabbis are pushing leniencies on things is not a reason to claim every
Jew who davens at a certain shul or goes to a certain school is how not orthodox. Do
you think R Akiva posted about the Jews in the Galil following R Yose (Hagllili) who
refused to forbid chicken parmesan? Even when Akavia Ben Mehallel was possibly
excommunicated for his disagreements, his son was not. Until the austritt I'm not sure
there was this level of identity politics, and | personally think we made a big mistake
then, and continue too when we focus on identities and outside appearances of what
compliant Jews are.

It seems today since reform/conservatives are so weak (and we are so perfect that
there is no need to focus on our own problems) that we have moved on with some joy to
finding errors in the ways of these struggling left wing Jews who really we should be so
happy with their current level of observance (they are keeping all core Mitzvos and
trying to follow in Hashem's ways as they see it). In another generation, we would have
lost all these people, but they want in, they want a part of orthodoxy, just with some
fixes on things they (perhaps rightly) believe are not set in stone and can be addressed.
Hillel would say keep what you can and we'll get you over any of the small things still at

issue. But we don't have Hillel's anymore.



I’'m sure these regular posts noting that these people are not orthodox Jews and are
separate and different from us is exactly the kind of push with the left while pulling with
the right Reb Chaim Shmulevitz intended when he said early Chazal were wrong for
pushing JESUS (srsly JESUS) away (in his read of the Gemara which may or may not
have really been about Jesus but not the point).

Religion isn’t worth it when we “out” or attack others for their issues between them and
god, that's the dark side that makes religion worse than Atheism, thats the religion that
brings crusades and the inquisition. we should focus on making ourselves better people
and figuring out the laws Hashem wants us to keep to assist in that focus. and if we
disagree with someone, even if they didn't study as long as we did, and don't wear the
same kippah, we should respectfully pen our disagreement, and the people will decide
based on our arguments, rather than based on cultish political maneuvers.

"Oy now I'm depressed again.”
With love,

Meir Traube

Firstly, | must tell you that | thoroughly enjoy listening to your show every week.

Secondly, a couple weeks ago you interviewed Asher Lopatin and as you said during
the show, it was perhaps one of the most fascinating and yet disturbing interviews to
date. The truth is that although he mostly was attempting to defend some of his former
and current colleagues from the accusation that they are Apikorsim, nevertheless he did

engage in some blatant nonsense as | will show:

While Lopatin said that he is opposed to gay marriage - in fact all marriage, in a legal
capacity - he said that he supports a civil union between two male partners. To justify
this sentiment's consistency with the Torah, he said that the Torah only forbids one very
particular sexual act, and cohabiting without this act, even if both parties derive pleasure

from it, is permitted.



| would like to point out that this sentiment is clearly against Halacha as the Rambam
in Hilchos Issurei Bi‘ah Perek 21 Halacha 1 writes:

AYINT  ARTY 71 07 7R 3R W TISD TIT PEN pAOY X DIPE TT NPIWF T A Y 82T 99

X7 mi%3 "My nivah 127pn KD) M xaen (N8N LN "naying nipon nivy cnva%) Mo m s (Y
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and in Halacha 2:
. M7 N2 77 1277 112077 11 0K 7922 a7

We see that any physical interaction that leads to deriving sexual pleasure from
an Erva (a man is an Erva to another man) is Assur Mide'oraisa! Best case is that there
will be no physical interaction between this cohabiting couple, and even that is Assur
Mederabanan.

While what | wrote is quite well known and obvious, | anyway chose to write it because |
heard a number of my friends quoting this "Rabbi" Lopatin.

Hatzlacha,

Adam G.
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