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Selected audio from our listeners
Answers to the Questions
Answers to the questions 1 click here

Answers to the questions 2 click here

Comments on Previous Shows

Comments on the Show 1 click here

Comments on Previous Shows
Show 243 —is Open Orthodoxy Orthodox

Comments on the Show 1 click here

Show Suggestions

Suggestion 1 click here

Suggestion 2 click here


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1y4Ajm2MHdS1ywaxB3qjmDQXG_o7qhe70
https://drive.google.com/open?id=10JjZZTp-PQl5NTaANC4_TYmOl9gGhti-
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NOUfgFMFULTw31ytyKomkeU4NuZsRTqc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=11aGp4uzP1IfrCneD1HvmOu4u2P2-cvG1
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1UWrXqGlAXC9i4WzHRoXCAboF-yP1Dla3
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1DYI8h7fhDwj3o9LPTO3etWN8n3y0TJGq
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Answer to the question
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Comments on the Show
Hello.

Last week you had on a guest who was called Sarah and she spoke about her broken
Shidduch.

In the course of her discussion she said something to the effect that "There are no
[standard] words" to say to somebody who has suffered a broken shidduch.

| don't think she is correct. | think that the standard remark that is brought up in Brachos
16b "yanon 37 X'm' nimn" is a generic term of comfort which can be applied to any loss
including a broken Shidduch.

It seems that most regular Jews are not aware of this and it is a good idea that they
should be. Perhaps you may want to mention it to the public in a future podcast. It may
be comforting to many people and a relief that there is something that one can say.

Hatzlacha

H. Starck

Dear Reb Dovid,

Thank you for your program. | enjoy it immensely.



| was listening to show #247 with Reb Ari regarding engagements and broken
engagements. It should be pointed out that for obvious reasons there are issues
regarding giving a Kallah a ring as gift before the wedding.

| have attached a portion of a letter from the Rebbe regarding this. This is from Likkutie
Sichos Vol 19. P 510.

Also attached is from Rav Henkin in Eduth LeYisrael who says that an engagement ring

that is given in front of witnesses is “Cheshash Kiddushin.”

This is also guoted in Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan’s book Made In Heaven P 25 -26.
Kol Tov

Levi Silman

Cape Town

Good Voch,

Given the topic of your recent podcast, | wanted to share the below linked news story.
This occurred a few months ago, and | believe can serve an inspiration to many.

https://drive.gooqgle.com/file/d/1-
4q6Dcptripayi KRgwKAnzU4Fz2BzOQd/view?usp=drivesdk

Avi Burg

Show Suggestions

Can you do a show on specifics of Hilchos Tznius? You once addressed some details
and some general questions on Hashkafa back in 2017, but | am wondering if you can
do a more thorough detailed Shiur regarding both men and woman, dress and
Hanhaga. See some specific questions below:

1. Rav Dovid Cohn indicated that tights are not required, but that this among other things
are dependent on the community standards. What about an area that has a mixed


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-4g6Dcptrtpqyi_kRgwKAnzU4Fz2BzQd/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-4g6Dcptrtpqyi_kRgwKAnzU4Fz2BzQd/view?usp=drivesdk

community like Lakewood or Flatbush? Can one do as he wants, or does he have to do
as he grew up? What are the parameters of changing a community affiliation?

2. What about on vacation in an area where there are lighter community norms, can one
be lenient even if he is from a community that is usually Noheg to wear tights? What
about more trending or attractive clothing that are considered acceptable in many
circles outdoors while on vacation say in Boca Raton or another area that the
community norms are less strict?

3. What is the appropriate guideline for sleeve length? Is the elbow a full Erva like the
knees or can one wear borderline elbow length sleeves knowing that the elbow and a
small amount of the upper arm may show?

4. What about the guidelines for refinement assuming one lives in a mixed community or
out of town? What about when on vacation in a less strict community?

5. How about the reverse, a person from a community that is not Makpid to where any
hosiery that visits say Boro Park or Wiliamsburg, do they need to conform for the
duration of their visit? (The street is full of less Tzniusdig people and goyim anyways.)

6. Isawoman allowed to dress attractive in front of men? Is she required to be concerned
of them being provoked to look at her? How does one draw the line between attractive
and provocative - obviously when all Erva is covered?

7. Are woman allowed to wear less Tznisdig clothing at home such as leggings, open
necks, no Sheitel? What about as pajamas? Does it make a difference if the kids are
around or only her husband, or during Harchakos?

8. Regarding Hanhaga, is a woman allowed to hold her husband's hand. | know this is not
accepted locally, but what about on vacation?

9. What about a man's Tznius, is it purely Hanahaga or is there Erva too? Again, what
would be the Halachic parameter when in a Minhag neutral place on vacation?

| am asking as you can imagine, | am from a mainstream community but I live in the
same world as everyone else. If there are opportunities or Kulos | am allowed to
Halachically take advantage of, | would love to. | do want to make sure | am fully in
Halachic compliance. It also helps to keep strong when | am careful about something to
know that this is din and not part of the confusion of information we are all bombarded
with.



Thank you for your informative, though somewhat provocative series.
Jonathan S.
Podcast topic suggestion - what kind of Chumras should a person insist on?

Rabbi Melamed from Har Bracha in Israel (and author of Pninei Halacha) is a major
Israeli Dati- Leumi Posek. He has a regular column in which he discusses contemporary
issues and | thought this recent article would be interesting on your show:

https://revivimen.yhb.orqg.il/2019/11/23/relying-on-the-kashrut-of-a-
host/?fbclid=IwAR30lwe9-dpp4hlkVIK47YAIPrDVpy|3HbILTKDm-
UDyPPvp0s9dhBPXsl

If you are a guest somewhere, which of your own Chumros (like Hashgacha, Chalav
Yisrael, Glatt, Bishul Akum and Shabbos question) should you insist on and which ones
does insistence on constitute its own Issur as it is Mevayesh the host and implies that a
Chumra is the actual Halacha. Is this something people should be concerned about?

This happens (i) in mixed communities where people have different Hanhagos and (ii)
when people have family members (especially Baalei Teshuva) who are not as Makpid
as they are on certain things.

| think this is a worthwhile discussion for the Jewish community
A Guten Chodesh,

Avi Goldeberg

Firstly, I would like to thank you for your hard work in putting the podcasts together.
They make my car rides to work so much more enjoyable and productive.

Secondly, | would like to recommend a topic for a future show. | was deeply pained a
couple months ago when a guest on your show said that he can't support the work of
Chabad, despite the success they have had, since his Daas Torah was that it is bad.
What does that even mean? What is Daas Torah and its parameters? Is Daas Torah
infallible? How does Daas Torah fit with the concept of Eilu V'eilu? This is an issue
which 1 think is very important to discuss, as it goes to the root of many of the issues


https://revivimen.yhb.org.il/2019/11/23/relying-on-the-kashrut-of-a-host/?fbclid=IwAR3oIwe9-dpp4hlkVIK47YAIPrDVpyj3HblLTKDm-_UDyPPvp0s9dhBPXsI
https://revivimen.yhb.org.il/2019/11/23/relying-on-the-kashrut-of-a-host/?fbclid=IwAR3oIwe9-dpp4hlkVIK47YAIPrDVpyj3HblLTKDm-_UDyPPvp0s9dhBPXsI
https://revivimen.yhb.org.il/2019/11/23/relying-on-the-kashrut-of-a-host/?fbclid=IwAR3oIwe9-dpp4hlkVIK47YAIPrDVpyj3HblLTKDm-_UDyPPvp0s9dhBPXsI

you have discussed in past shows. | would highly recommend interviewing Rav Hershel
Schachter Shlita on this topic.

Thanks so much again for all your hard work on behalf of Klal Yisroel!

Noam Mishkoff

Hi Reb Dovid,

A while back | called you to answer a question and in my answer | mentioned that we
don't Pasken from Medrash especially since that din is not brought down in Rambam,

Since than | did additional research - and | published my response in Haoros Ubiurim
this past Shabbos - and | found out the Medrash is taken LaHalacha, | am attaching
what | wrote and it was printed this past Shabbos,

This is the 3 answer that | published in Haoros, thank you for the Zechus in Limud
Hatorah

Zalman from Crown Heights
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Rabbi Breitowitz
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ENGAGEMENT
40
both sets of parents 1S very important if the

off to a good start. marriage is to get

Once the parents have been informed th

.o inform their closest friends. This is often done even bef
there is any formal engagement announcement or part i
[t is an ancient custom for the groom to give his bri)(,l‘e an
engagement present. In Talmudic times, such a gift was known
as a sivlon (N720)."" Nowadays, following the general custom
the man usually gives his bride a diamond engﬁgement ring T
The custom of giving a diamond is 8o ingrained that mar;y

couples feel that they are not engaged without one. This. of
course, 18 nonsense. In many of the best marriages, the bride
was never given a diamond engagement ring. The main thing
is that she should be as precious to her husband as a diamond,
and not that she wear one on her finger.

Even when a diamond ring is bought, the groom should not
go beyond his means to purchase it. At the beginning of a
marriage, many things are needed, and to forgo them for the
sake of a ring 1s ludicrous. There are times when lack of money
(or even debt) resulting from the purchase of the engagement
ring places serious strains on a marriage. Although it 1s nice to
be able to show off a beautiful, expensive ring, this is not what a
Jewish marriage 1s about.

According to many authorities, the engagement ring should
not be given in the presence of witnesses. Since giving the

15. Other sources give the pronunciation as savlan, Arukh HaShalem. See
Kiddushin 50b: Evven HakEzer 453, Arukh HaShulchan 45:16-18.

The word sivlan or savlan is derived from the root sa val (7av), denoting
something that is passed from one person to another, 'anba.m on
Kiddushin 2:6, Bava Bathra 95, Tosefoth Yom Tov on Kiddushin 26,
Other sources state that the word has the direct c'm?notation of a gift,
Arukh. s.v. saval; Sefer HaTishbt. Others say that i1t 18 derived from the
Greek word symbolus, a symbolic gift, Mussaf Ha Arukh. Also see Zohar

1:137a.

16. It was an ancient custom to give jewelry; BR: 1t Wk E A
HaShole'ach : Bertenoro on Bava Bathra 9:0. as ok
. ! . | " one, see
is not a wedding ring, since a wedding ring may not have a "

below, Chapter 6, note 40.
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1 R [ (New York 1948), p. 141. SeeEvven

45 in Eduth LeYisrae Gl |
Qee Yad, Mekhirah 11: 18: Turey Zahav, Ora ch Chaim 546: ZEvm 5
50-12: Shulchan HaEzer 2:1. |

i This is true in many Chassidic circles.

2%0. In many sources this was also referred to as Shidukhin: gﬁ |

'H..

r..!"
Jf‘
l
g
""1-

Yehudah Barceloni (circa 1100) Sefer HaShetamth 72 (Beﬂm

.....

bevi Azalai (Chida), Avodath HaKodesh, Teiporen Shamir 68
sce Terumath HaDeshen 207, Teshuvoth Rabbi Tam ibn Yat
Tummath Yesharim (Venice, 1520), p. 110. In Talmudic times, {!
was known as a Sh'tar Pesikta; Kiddushin 9b: Nimukey Y ¢
Bathra, Rif 77b (Vilna Talmud); HaGra, Evven HaEzer 51:14. Als a8
Evven HaEzer 51:1 in Hagah (end); Beth Shmuel 51: 2.

(;!:in wald, Kitzur Nachalath Shiva 8 (Ungvar, 1 926) R: ; " ,_
HaMadibh (New g oot (Budapest, 1049); Rabbi SO
New York, 1939), p. 2. Older, obsolete forms a ;'f-

rr* ‘






