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Selected audio from our listeners
Answers to the Questions
Answers to the questions 1 click here
Answers to the questions 2 click here
Answers to the questions 3 click here

Answers to the questions 4 click here


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Aew3jiurENemX-5w5V83Dxn030Lzwn-1
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_i_9ov1r23eI5veMjDsX-6l2rpWum6Fz
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1RqET2Ifaq32laUvIjpJkPnIzca3xcDBn
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LU7hTCjitO9w-fCyTRtZRGSbofgIQLFr

Comments on the Show

Comments on the show 1 click here
Comments on the show 2 click here
Comments on the show 3 click here
Comments on the show 4 click here
Comments on the show 5 click here
Comments on the show 6 click here
Comments on the show 7 click here
Comments on the show 8 click here
Comments on the show 9 click here
Comments on the show 10 click here
Comments on the show 11 click here

Comments on the show 12 click here

Comments on the show 13 click here


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gtd7CGt31jrzZX9HnCGutM6X3jsjyeiA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LMjc40EgtU_StOgwE0nmdvGhJCHusHz0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1j2r5Cx30EO_lNU75DK5wM0FpRfC1oSLo
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZUMDbrIf6YaXIUtT49w7Rbgq_hD1gllS
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1SNxpG811HwHvSSYEvPBS8YXgJrogcaMh
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1c3RC3dW6ebeoFFC7LaIKFV_3QPiHFdfE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1YRLWKExkcfiBHEnTmO_M1O3aZn72VKir
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1RNuZsPqD6pCGo-ViVfW8WMS-9DcM9KV_
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VdM-n5hpvOe17MwrWyVc_ixMI1QT1fMw
https://drive.google.com/open?id=13TN_LVadNsOd787y4uaMhjO8_-Uv2zw3
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1rM-hiQzNZBDMFWLPVOqYoEdijkSvu5vQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1sVYIuwa-7shgQPunWCjDPU4ki1fpQbLp
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1svY4WKD5yPRVjsQ4iSmJCmwNZ5ngzSWu

Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the Show
Dear Dovid,

Your recent podcast about the Agunah problem and the potential solution of a pre-nup
was extremely painful to listen to. Hearing a woman who has been chained for so
many years with no solution is truly distressing, and should move all B'nei Torah.

However, what was also painful was listening to you ask a question numerous times
and never get a straight answer - the question, and essentially what has prevented the
"Yeshiva-World' from solving this problem was, what is the difference between the pre-
nup that has been suggested, and that has Haskamot from leading Yeshiva-world
poskim, and the pre-nup that the RCA has been pushing for many years? There was no
clear answer for that, and any attempt to say that the RCA does x while ours does y is
simply disingenuous, as the Yeshiva world opposition to the RCA pre-nup has been with
respect to its very existence, rather than a point here or there (such as if the amount of
support is determined beforehand, as in the RCA document, or by the relevant bet din,

as in the one presented on your show).

| am not denigrating the project of a pre-nup for the yeshiva world - it is an incredible
initiative, which will hopefully prevent a lot of pain and suffering in the future, and | wish
them much success. What | am pointing out is that this is simply another phenomenon
that was Treif when it was done by the YU / Modern Orthodox / Religious Zionist world,
because it was not introduced by the right kinds of people. And this refusal to
accept Emes from wherever it comes, has led to the pain of these women who did not
know that they had this option.

Just so that you know what goes on in the YU world - when | got married 15 years ago,
my YU Rebbe insisted that we sign a pre-nup. When | talked to him about it, and if he
really thinks that | would be the type of person who would withhold a Get from my wife,
he said that we are not signing it for ourselves, rather we are signing it for Klal Yisrael,
so that the pre-nup takes hold and becomes a given for couples who are getting



married. | believe that for most rabbis in the YU / MO community, they will not perform a
wedding without a pre-nup, and it truly has become commonplace.

One additional resource that you might like to look at is ORA - https://www.getora.org/.

This organization works with Rav Schachter as their Halachik advisor, and has had

some success in getting Gittim that the rabbis have not been able to procure.
Best regards,

Ariel Davis

Dear Rabbi,

Thank you for your weekly program, it's enlightening and thought provoking. | do enjoy
it.
Two weeks ago you had a program on prenups and Agunos. Last weeks had a

response from Rabbi Sorcher on whether publicizing the names involved is Lashon

Hara.

| have a thought that it might be Lashon Hara. Not because it's bad to pressure these

folk, but because there is no gain in publicizing them.

The person described on the previous program was that classic nothing-to-lose person.
He is hard to threaten, Nebech, because having nothing, what can you take away from
him? His honor and dreams are dust, his kids don't love him, his family barely tolerates

him. His self-worth is zero.

You can take visitation. But can you rob his kids of a father, as poor as a father as he
is? You can try to get his family to kick him out, but are they to leave him in the street?
Someone needs to take him in, might as well be his flesh and blood...

So what will publicity accomplish??

Moishe A Cohen


https://www.getora.org/

P.S. | have every sympathy for these poor women. Sometimes, however, there is the
case of a woman who wants out, and wishes to destroy the family she built together
with her husband. | don't think that doing so without genuine cause is her right. Just
because she wants out? Would a business partner be able to destroy a business

because he wants a change of scenery?

Our husband here undauntedly will wish to convince us that this is the scenario. She
says it's not. And, you know, the truth can sometimes be hard to nail down...

Great choice of picking Rabbi AY Sorscher, who is an expert in everything. The other
big Loshon Hora expert is Rabbi Aryeh Beer; he answers Shailos on the Shmiras

Halashon hotline.

| don't understand why the Mashgiach is to be fully blamed and labeled as doing an
egregious act. Which idiot only asks 1 person for information and he blindly accepts it
without asking any other references? He was the only reference available? Every
resume has several or multiple references and this father didn't do his due diligence.
Also, in the community mentioned, they don't do sit-ins, they go out many times and if
she and the father didn't pick up on it, possibly the Mashgiach didn't either.

Further, even if the Mashgiach did know about it and egregiously withheld this
information from the girl's family, | would say he is only to be blamed for making the girl
suffer the abuse she received from her husband for the number of years that she was
married to him. But that she didn't remarry after, has very little to do with him; you could
blame Hashem if you want but she is no worse off than a different woman in the same
situation who got divorced because of a personality clash who also has difficulty getting
married because she was once married. You did not mention this point but repeatedly
spoke about the 10-15 years of her not being married afterward.

Take care and thank you.

Yaakov M. Berger



https://www.linkedin.com/posts/avrohom-wrona-8585b214b_does-everyone-need-a-prenup-activity-6620444495198642177-jpfL

Rav Sorcher’s review of the basic Halachos of Loshon Hara was a tremendous benefit to
the Tzibur. Many of my clients have suffered serious monetary and spriritual damage from well-
meaning but very misguided people who believe everything is prohibited because of loshon Hara.
These same indivduals malign your program even though (1) the program provides a free public
service with not even an indirect monetary or personal benefit, , (2) much effort was made to
objectively determine the facts, and (3) there is often a great benefit to the community.

The following are a few examples that I have personally experienced:

I'had a client who took millions of dollars from other frum people to invest in Real
Estate. When I asked my client for the list of how much money he owed these people for the Real
Estate he bought, he told me he did not have the list. Ttold him that I could not be his accountant
unless he kept a record of what he owed people. .He then fooled me into thinking that he would
hire an assistant to keep these records. [ waited a year and saw this never happened. [ tried to
warn others, and Iwas constantly told that this is Loshon Hara. 1resigned and a few years later
he was arrested and is now in jail. Very few people got back their money.

The grandson of a famous posek told me that there was a person who swinled millions of
dollars in Chicago The bais din in Chicago sent a letter to a large Jewish community in NJ that
the swindler is coming to their community since he could no longer do his swindling business in
Chicago. The NJ community allowed the letter to be posted but insisted that his name be deleted
since it might be Loshon Hara. The dayan from Chicago came to my office and confirmed these
exact details.

There is a person in Flatbush named Joshua, who appears to be Shomer Shabbos but ran a
drug operation and constantly brought in gentile women to his apartment. They had loud drinking
parties during the weekend and a Sephardic neighbor told me that she had to violate the Shabbat
to call the police to stop their rowdiness. His landlord did not tell anyone of of his terrible
experience because he preceived that it would be considered Loshon Hara. The person then
became the roommate of my tenant and I had enormous aggreviation and lost $15,000 due to
non-payment of rent and legal eviction fees. Ialso was afraid to advertise his name because of
our extreme Anti-Loshon Hara attitude which may not be proper in this case.

An IRS agent named McMann came to my office and asked me if Orthodox Jews believe
in the after-life? [ told him, *“Yes we do.” He then asked me,”What are you going to answer
when the angel in heaven asks you if you were honest during your lifetime?” This question hurt
me terribly and 1 am sure we would have a much better reputation if were were aware of when
we are permitted and or/required to speak Loshon Hara. 1have some clients who told me that
they were caught numerous times selling counterfeit products but continue doing it.
Unfortunately, advertising these wrongdoings is often not done because of the fear of violating
Loshon Hara.

Raphael Z. Grossman


https://www.linkedin.com/posts/avrohom-wrona-8585b214b_does-everyone-need-a-prenup-activity-6620444495198642177-jpfL

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein,
In regards to your Latest Podcast,

Thank you very much for your standing up for Bnos Yisroel, and showing that a Bas
Yisroel is not Hefker.

| was truly shocked and was not sure if one should laugh or cry when | heard the claim
made by this person that there is even an issue of Loshon Horo. This person obviously

believes that it is worse to say Loshon Horo, then to commit an actual terrible crime.

Now | would just like to ask this genius some basic questions (besides for the obvious

points made in your conversation with Rabbi Sorscher):

A. According to this guy, that one can never say Loshon Horoh, How is a Siruv
Supposed to exactly operate?

B. According to this person, what is exactly is the meaning of Harchokos D'Rabeinu
Ta'am? (I am not getting involved in the Sugyo of Get Me'Usa, rather only in regards to
Loshon Horoh). My suspicion is, that based on his comments, that this person never
heard of this Bichlal.

A good day.

Nochum Shmaryohu Zajac

| listened to you show about the Agunos and when you shamed a husband. | can agree
or disagree as | am unfamiliar with this story. | am also not so knowledgeable in the
laws of Shmiras Haloshon. However, one thing | am pretty sure about and is as

follows....

Eventually when this conflict will be resolved and this woman receives her GET. AT
THAT POINT THERE IT WOULD DEFINITELY BE ASSUR GAMUR TO DISCUSS THE
STORY. ONCE THERE IS NO LONGER A T'OELES THEN THE ANY OLD POSSIBLE



HETER WOULD EXPIRE. YOU THEN WOULD BE MECHUYAV TO REMOVE THIS
STORY FROM YOUR WEBSITE.

THANKS, SIMCHA

Reb Dovid,

| recently completed listening to your podcast on Agunahs and Prenuptial Agreements.
One thing that struck me regarding each of the Agunahs/divorcees interviewed, it
appears that they all were subject to balance of power issues in their divorce process. |
agree that a Prenup is a very good idea. However, even with a prenup, it is possible that
one party will not be treated the same as the other for various reasons (money, level of

sophistication, education, family power, etc).

It would be nice if there were community resources available that members of the
community who are having marital issues and divorce is a likely that they can go to in a
confidential manner and simply have the process explained to them. This would include
explaining choice of venue issues, methods of enforcement, etc. The group would not
advocate for either side but would provide the information and perhaps make referrals
to Lawyers/Toanim/Advocates and Yasher Batei Din/Courts who would advocate on
behalf of the individual.

This way it is not a single person with no background or knowledge going through the
process but they have someone guiding them. There are community resources to assist
with navigating health related areas, low income supplemental income programs,
mental health issues, etc. Why not have such a resource available for navigating the

divorce process.

| believe that both the divorcees divorce proceedings would have gone smoother had

this information been presented to them at the beginning of the process.

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein



If they say that you can earn your 'Olam Haba' in one minute, | feel confident that you

have earned yours!!!

By blowing the corrupt Beis Din system out of the water, and by publicizing Nechama
Esther Wasserman's plight and introducing the new pre/post-nuptial agreement, you
have helped countless people!!

HaShem should bless you for having the courage to clean out the swamp. "Tzion
B'Mishpat Tee'Padeh V'Shaveha B'Tzedaka". You have definitely done your share.

Chazak V'ematz!! and Yasher Koach to you.

Sholom Aleichem Headlines Team !!

First of all a Grosse Yasher Koach to Reb Dovid and his team for an invaluable
excellent insightful podcast each week. | look forward to listening each week, | enjoy
Reb Dovids style of interviewing and his intellectually honest approach to even the most
hot topics and his upstanding and unmovable Torah true values. He is a true Mentsch.
My esteem for him grows each week ... the Agunah episode was a real knockout !!

Really enjoyed your push for a Pleasant Torah

Obviously many do disagree as we see every day many basking in suffering (and
indeed throughout Shas there are lots of references to some who took on issurin

intentionally).

In addition to the sources you brought, the one that breaks me apart every Shabbos is
Shama Vatismach Tzion, Vatagelnah Bnos Yehuda L’'maan Mishpatecha Hashem. Our
rules should make everyone happy, even the zionists and the young women. If that’s
not happening, it means we are not enforcing the right Mishpatim

Hi Reb Dovid, | first should Thank you for your informative and interesting Podcasts on
various Halachik topics. | have been listening for many years and | absolutely look



forward to your weekly podcasts.

This is an interesting case in the UK that allowed a woman to private prosecute her get
refuser in UK court. The end result was that the woman received her Get.

This may be something you may want to look into and investigate the Halachik legality
and ramifications; will this help solve Agunah issue?

Check out the link for details.

https://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/landmark-case-sees-woman-obtain-get-after-

launching-private-prosecution-against-husband-for-coercive-1.495362

Thank you,

Yossi Blachman
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At most, they are borderline personality disorders, as its well known BPD is a
relationship problem, and their biggest fear of life is to lose a relationship, therefore it's
so hard for them to lose their wife and divorce her.


https://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/landmark-case-sees-woman-obtain-get-after-launching-private-prosecution-against-husband-for-coercive-1.495362
https://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/landmark-case-sees-woman-obtain-get-after-launching-private-prosecution-against-husband-for-coercive-1.495362

That is the reason you will never see a |ayn without the support of his family because if
he sees that with withholding a divorce from his wife, he loses another relationship, he
will give a divorce.

So that’s why there is no more significant thing then what you're doing to put pressure
on the family because this is the only way she will get her divorce.

And it will not be enough to put pressure only on him, because BPD people speak a
different language and pressure and messing up their life does not talk to them, but
losing a relationship that talks to them, that is a pressure for them, now you’re talking...

(And what Mrs. Wasseman said that he still thinks she will come back one day that is
consistent with all Maagnim and BPD’s because they never give up on relationships.
The best quote on them is “I hate you but don’t ever leave me”)

And for those who are all fired up on how is it aloud L”H, and what is the family at fault,
and pressure won’t work, and first she needs to go back for a while, etc.... so let’s see
what is the talk of our 7"tn.

No one should be smarter than our 7"'tn
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Dear Reb Dovid,

Yesterday | listened to the podcast on Lashon Hara (regarding whether it was permitted
to publicize that someone is refusing to give his wife a get.) Today, | started listening to
your podcast on Agunus = and heard you take issue with this one guy who
threatened you if you revealed his private matters... and although it is Friday and | have
tons to do - | feel compelled to somehow put into words how encouraged | feel by what

you have done.

| get to hear many stories of survivors of incest in our community. And unfortunately, |
see this over and over and over again; that besides the difficulty of needing to deal with
the abuse, these victims need to also now deal with a community that is so concerned
about "Loshon Hara" that most of us feel comfortable to sit by idly and ignore the most
outrageous abuses - because - | don't want to speak Lashon Hara - | want to "save my

soul" so | won't get involved, etc...

Indeed Loshon Hara is a most serious sin, but often times when | hear about people
choosing to strengthen themselves in Smiras Haloshon as a zechus for a choleh - |
can't help remembering how we are told that Hashem felt compelled to go down and
investigate - and send retribution on Sedom - because of nnpyxon - that Rashi tells us
was referring to the cries of this particular girl that was killed... (and nobody came to
rescue her - or speak out against it..) Sure Shemiras Haloshon is extremely important -
but as Rabbi Aharon Sorcher (I believe it was him) so eloquently explains - not speaking
out when one is arrnn to speak up - can be anytime as damaging....

| wish you all the best, and much further Hatzlacha - and peace, health, and prosperity
for you and your loved ones - so that you should be able to continue serving Klal Yisroel

in this most wonderful way that you do!!
Shabbat Shalom from Yerushalayim,
Gitty



Erev Tov

| recently discovered your Podcast, and drawn great benefit, and inspiration from you
and the content. | live in Eretz Yisrael, and cannot sleep. As you are likely aware, this
past week, we had TWO (at least) major events commemorating the Siyum HaShas. |
sent the organizations who coordinated these events the following letter.

| can't imagine | am the only one writing, | just hope you read to the end of my earnest
and sincere request. Despite a great and meaningful experience, here in Eretz Yisrael, |
(along with many others) had a strong sense of "Kinas Sofrim" toward our brothers at
MetLife. They were Zoche to generate and experience an overwhelming Kiddush
Hashem. There have already been a handful of stories, from the non-Jewish cops, and
ushers relaying the incredible impact the Siyum had on them. There is the one story of
an officer who after working the event, decided NOT to issue a ticket a Jew he pulled
over on the condition he "do the Daf" later in the day. There is a second story of an
usher who based on her working the event this year, vowed to return in June 2027 as a
spectator. For better or for worse, it is not likely that any event hear can have the same
impact externally. Practically, the security and ushers here are more likely to be

Misyamim themselves.

With that said, as special and as critical as that direct Kiddush Hashem to non-Jews
may be, what was disappointing, was our inability to experience that internal Kiddush
Hashem. We did not have the opportunity to all join together and be Mikadaish Sheim
Shamayim for ourselves. | do not have any visibility, nor am | seeking insight to why we
were not able to have ONE event here. | do however want to share a vision for 2027.

Litzarainu, we know how to gather hundreds of thousands of Jews. Sadly, our ability to
mobilize that many Jews typically occurs on a "moments" notice, when we quickly flock
after the Petirah of a great Rav, or the tragic death of three innocent boys. Seven and
half years, should give us plenty of time to get hundreds of thousands together for the
next Siyum.

The overwhelming and most compelling aspect of the Siyum, is that it celebrates the
potential of the "every Jew". It is reveling in the ability to strive for excellence in Limud
HaTorah by anyone and everyone. In today's day and age, that everyone's able to



accomplish more and more. | am fully confident that there are enough idealists,
dreamers, doers, fundraisers, "Machers", Gvirim etc... to get this done. A "Go Fund me
Here", a grass roots outreach there, a handful of social media campaigns, and you can
imagine this pipe dream CAN become a reality. | hope the organizers of BOTH the
Wednesday even as well as the one on Thursday can come together an help facilitate
this dream becoming a reality. Ani Maamin Be Emunah Shleimah that it will happen. At
the very least, there are others like me (albeit hopefully more capable) who are willing to
make it happen. Knowing that it likely WILL happen, | do hope the organizations who
coordinate the two events in Yerushalayim see this and help make it a reality.

Kol Tuv, Shavua Tov

Akiva Danto

Comments on Previous Shows
Show 249 — Kiddush hashem
Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein,

| am an avid listener of your Podcast and thought of you in reference to the recent
episode you had on what constitutes Kiddush Hashem. Please see a letter that was
sent out to the London Siyum Hashas committee following the big event we held in
London on Tuesday this week. | thought it would give you much pleasure in reading
about the Kiddush Hashem that was made in London.

Regards

Avraham Mevorah



THE @ SS€ ARENA

The SSE Arena, Wembley
Arena Square, Engineers Way, Wembley HAS DAA

Dear Siyum Team

Itis 2am as | write this to you having just got home after the Siyum.

On behalf of all the team | must express our deepest pride and pleasure at being given the opportunity
to host the Siyum event.

When we were first approached in July by the committee we had absolutely no idea what type of event
this was nor what to expect in terms of the programme or what was actually going to happen.

Working closely with the team we began to gain an understanding, and as the date approached, |

| briefed our internal staff as to the nature of the event. However nothing could really have prepared us

for what happened.

6748 tickets were scanned at the door, aside from the top table Rabbi’s who entered via the VIP

- entrance and of course all your volunteers and crew. There are a number of points that have blown us
~ away:

1. We have a security cupboard in which we allow guests to deposit anything deemed dangerous
or inappropriate. At an event this size we would normally anything between 700-1000 items.
Tonight we held nothing

2. There was not a single incidence of drunkenness, boisterous or rowdy behaviour. Not a single
one. | have been at the Arena for 28 months and accommodated over 300 events in that time.
Never have we had no incidence.

3. All the team were blown away by the amount of thank you’s that we received at the end of the
evening. | actually thought everyone had been instructed to do this!

| am devastated that Siyum only takes place once every seven years. This event was a delight for all of us

Becky Syrett
Operations Manager
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