TACKLING FASCINATING MODERN
CONTROVERSIES FROM
A HALACHIC PERSPECTIVE

UAE Peace Treaty

Showi 286 | Aug 22™ 2020

DOVID LICHTENSTEIN

AV NYIS NIy n7an

I"78 VOWNY NIXOd W DNNAX™? TON"I APY™7 NN"R NIN"? MW" NN N"R R T 7198
n7yn"? TN"l non"? 2"~ 0TRN D YM AR yen"7? 'R 1wy o wTinn r Tanal T 7N
NN D YU'MI NIWN nivy?n 27 N n"apn onow o'ywna )07 M7 T ™ 2" naiwn niwy?
IR i amd xawa 7aR 12 707 D nwy X7 0Tand 00a? Xavwn rmty 2" nx"ia"? n'sonTon

A" 2RI X7 xarqyar 22" nx" 22" n's
®3 i all}

3% '\ PWD SBNEY DMERD BN WERE dp3D 13
OPE DHEN AAD DYTD HND BID HYBD D =omd

a7

D3 apiEth %h OM 13 BN M 1IpH oD M
162 oD 73 pYRC DD DD B TN D0 9pD

(29'0EDd DHAID) Of D DEDDY TPRY MW OO
W6 NOD 0 DI ONHIM ISP PG 0N BB
PRI 3D27 HD OV TINARS P36 P13 "1 13h
523 'ppwh LYSD 7D Dy DO PURH T DIED
“oH=p £N (D013 1) PH 3D HID PIMB DD
7PV O DBy PIC WSF DWIBE DD DD
LY W3 A3 B0 33 ML 2 OPR DB Pk
sh7 SHa0D PTED PRI BEX Jou3 M 0Iph
ovEn 05 PP 130 bR B P 13 DD 03

B0 57 3wepwh 65D INRD ANCY DDDID WD
S BIHND P 3 56 A0 12 A nh o
o 3 Shiod ME 26 wpd nit pv7D MAM
NEHID PITD WD 170 DIKY PI3 HIPID IDIMD DS
536 Apw7 700D ‘D BY D OPLP H3H 173 00 h
PY7D NP DI 125 PYIED POD A0 MY P73 Opp
OC % ODWH MH OP wE In D A app 'y
Wb OYPSA DEY 7BD S DM "3 ™MD OO 0B
o5H1 A0 B DR3P CP3 ok 7P " 09M

A Ty N T NIdDY2 NdOon 721 TInn

NN NINmM nNiNi? Nawi niniy

NIMYI NNIYXY NINEY

.(n*, X7 nw) 078 Ya¥Ra 0'AND AR NNY NTYN NN7 Y 20 1N INK 1QT7 N0 nwn 98 N'

NYyNn NN7ni .0YaIMD DN NI AT DNN2Y QYN 0DAANd NNY 1T DTYN NNY NN In NYn 1 [9'1

(Tv-10 ,27 NMW) NN7N 7Y NN RIN D'RP7R ANdN ANdNNI NAN DP7R



AWN NN7N 7V I'N QWX DTN DX NINTN 7Y 'MANDI DIWKRID DX N7 QW )7 709 nwn 78 'n 1w

(X, 77 nnw) nnav

A 7109 T7 719 XYUN D NWIS Ninv "'wn

N9' NN 7 I'N ,NYI 'V [N DLW D701 NITIZIE NIKIYND 210 T 20 NRIWRIN - Y n7V' K7 UNRI

NIVIND [N

X TINY N1 9T —2 TINY T 9T XNj7 N22 NOon 721 Tinn

NNATAI ,AI0 DN AXY X7 NRIYXIN NINQT2 AN 191 :XAX N2 X''N 20 DX 7y 2 X11N 20 7RY
DX 2110 [N 1ANY DX 178Y 210 DN AR N7 17RIY ANKRY TY (17 MR 7210 DN 1K NIRNNRD
7 2y M 72eR 0 e RN 12 Dinan M 98X 07 ,IK7 DR Q10 N2 NK) OXR YT NRY L INY
NNX 21 7¥ IR 'NX DIN] N2 78IMY "7 IR )2 K78 ,;'Nyvny X7 1mn 7" ,00a% T8 .0TaNa 7 g
29N 'RN 12NWNY? [910 1 .12NWAYT [9101 7'RIN IX1'IN N 'NXK Q0 7V IRR AR D7 R L,X1IN 1)

KW NIV NP0 L,D17WI ON 'UKX 11 NN

n' 2109 vn P29 'N'l1 YO

SNOmip nivwy

N' 7109 LN 719 'N'I NYIS N'YUXM] M'wN

AR N1 TN KXY 107 (na [{V D'UDIL’J) ani7 19101 ,1'"1'Y X D'NYWYO NP'Y X21Nl - N "Ny ']ﬂ.UIlU"?

Y121 nyon

2 TINY 2 9T Na'an Ndon 721 TIn'n

UTPNn 7V - NNKR 7007 1990 NIvnT W7w ATYIR 20 Nk DTy Nawa D aynT 'Y TN ynTh ynTi
NN7W1 .NNIN 7101 7Y DNR DINKRT RI'NL AN 172¢ 788 7V - NNNE LY UTem 7V - DNREJIWRY
NAW1 D 'NN NN 7101 7Y NRT RN7 RIXCDOTY nawa D 2mOT YD - 172W IR 7Y InRT (RNt

TN 2T DN 21037 'K - aipmn e g i - 'y



Riddles of the Week

iy DYIEN NEPD 2D fgicc)a

DURW R YD DR W P12 929 OXY LPIIRT TN ONDD DMWY 19 03
:71373 K23 "KOD

Tm MR 2 922 i MED Bt 7Y 7OR] PIOR W Wk 1R nivTea pani
PIDR 2MRINY L2 P2 OYWN IR T NTY 1 229IN2 173 99T @ n9onn

222 1IRK7 WA B3 e 9733 TV MRV OPRY 7Y KT PAgh UK o wTe
NN BMIR 27YRY iND PN’ 8P NI nPhn Tm3 NN noIn 92w ad
IR ,TPDRT M WX ININ DRINY NiRipRaw MY AT m T o NPEn N
NiNIPR 191 VYN IR NI WD 0372 MNmm vpnh W wIn WLl
neon R @ YU W mi? 19 @3 PITin LnINW nPon NR NIR DMMIRY
922 TR NI WD 0D’ 131, NI b Lo YW vwin avpnl v mnw
WD) V22 TR AW Mt Wr LR PAN P oW PRY Dipny WTn W
MING B WY TV PR YR 2WTRE nizIn? KPY ,UhTR nRopd Yo ye iKY
RIT YO R BAW AR M KPY iy D23 WOt nTRRE popdY W v

Ay Sw Pwn

2 7"0 X9y IN'0 NN NIYN

DI IR T TIT? AMm 279NN A NR O 722 mi? D"nr Ty 219R n"n nmara fanin - 3" Ty
N79N WNA INX 0N 12 W'Y DI 7752 TYI X"'YnY TV NI7 AN X WTTR MR DONIRE QW PR
Y' 0" N79NN NA ANK MR DAY NIMIERAE NNIMN D791 ANXK QWAL mMd 'K 0TI 1NNy
NN D' 27U 'W MI7 2"2 AN DMNY D790 ANK INIK DNIRY NMIPARL DI 'Y9] DY ImTn 0 Tpny

[Dannx] o1 7 Y'wn 0 TENY W NN N7on



Selected emails from our listeners

Comments on the Show

Rabbi Adlerstein’s points that:

1) We do not have a Sanhedren (or Navi and Urim Vturim) today.

2) It iscommonly known that there are wide variations of opinions among our revered, current
and past Gedolim regarding making or not making peace between Arab countries and Israel and
therefore:

3) We can only do our best and hope that we have siyata dishmaya in our decision to make peace
with the Untied Emirates.

Based on the above, | do not understand what the moderator meant when he asked for the names of
the Gedolim who allowed for peace. When we find a lost object of hefker, do we not say a bracha of
shechayanu or hatov vhamaitev even though later the King may severely punish the finder for keeping it
and not giving it to the government. We can only hope that we have siyata dlshmaya in choosing to
follow the Gedolim who allow concessions for peace.

Raphael Grossman



Selected audio from our listeners
Answers to the Questions
Answers to the Questions 1 click here
Answers to the Questions 2 click here
Answers to the Questions 3 click here

Answers to the Questions 4 click here

Comments on the Show

Comments on the show 1 click here

Comments on Previous Shows

Show 278 - Slavery and racism — The Torah view

Comments on the show 1 click here

Show 281 - Life Insurance

Comments on the show 1 click here

Comments on Previous Shows

Show 284 - The split in Ger

Comments on the show 1 click here
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Rabbi Yitzchak Adlerstein

Cross-Currents

The UAE Peace Accord: Lessons for the Orthodox
YITZCHOK ADLERSTEIN

Is there an Orthodox angle to the historic normalizing of relations between the
UAE and Israel? Several, actually.

It will take quite some time before all the details emerge as to how the agreement
came to be crafted. It is silly to think that because Sunnis in the Gulf hate Shiite
Iran more than they hated Israel, that one day they simply decided to put the past
behind them and called Jerusalem to request an alliance. The real story is
complex, and it involved many actors outside of the Israeli government. Some of
the main players were colleagues at the Simon Wiesenthal Center, and a very
good friend in the American evangelical community. A good place to start to get an
idea (if you can read between the lines) is this article by my boss and colleague
Rabbi Abraham Cooper.

Let me help with navigating the white space in that article. The picture that should
be emerging as you read it is of a number of “best practices” that led to the deal.
The first is seeing an opportunity when it arises, and seizing it. Another is
patience. The first stirrings began years ago. Those who saw smidgeons of
change in the Arab world contented themselves on slow, plodding progress. They
were wise enough not to push too hard or too fast. noon x%? nann nosn was a
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working principle. It takes insight, responsibility, and restraint to do that — virtues
too often lacking in the political world. The path was not linear. Those who worked
on this had to be sensitive to the needs of the other parties, e.g. when those
parties seemed to be experiencing some pushback in their own circles, our folks
laid low for a while. Understanding the needs of your partner-to-be is essential.
Being able to deliver them is the mark of real ability and leadership. None of the
preceding would have worked without cultivating genuine warm personal
relationships.

The particular affinity for people of faith for each other has to be recognized. Some
of the protagonists in this story may be moderates, but they see themselves as
religious. When other conditions are right, there is a chemistry between people of
strong faith, even when those faiths compete. This has huge potential impact on
the policy of the US Orthodox community, which should wake up to the realization
that it has the ability to make headway with groups in the US that will not be
reached as effectively by non-Orthodox Jews.

It took far more than some smart Jews, backed by the clout of a 400,000 member-
family organization with decades of experience as an advocate for global human
rights, to shepherd this agreement. It took some smart allies, backed by the clout
of a religious community of about 800 million.

This was not the first time that evangelicals made a difference. Earlier this week,
President Trump said quite openly, “We moved the capital of Israel to Jerusalem.
That’s for the evangelicals. You know, it's amazing with that: The evangelicals are
more excited about that than Jewish people. That’s right, it’s incredible.”

We in the Orthodox community who have watched with pain and anguish the
cavernous gap that has opened in the last decade between traditional Jews and all
others know that it is all too credible. Some of us have worked assiduously to build
friendships with evangelicals, to let them know about Jews who don’t sneer at their
values even while we must reject their theology.

That was a factor in the UAE agreement as well, which likely could not have
succeeded without strong support — and years of quiet pushing behind the scenes
— from the evangelical community, as the word is now getting out.

In all the years of Cross-Currents, | do not believe that | have ever written a piece
to toot the horn of the organization which employs me. | hope that you will believe
me that this essay is not an exception. While | am proud of the role we played, that


http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/285520
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Is not why | am writing. | am not writing to speak with pride about my years-long
friendship with one of the two evangelical leaders mentioned in the article linked in
the last paragraph — a super-mensch named Johnnie Moore, who sees the Bible
as the Word of G-d and delights in hearing Jewish insights about it. (Even sitting
for a morning seder in the Mir Yeshiva — but that is a whole, other story.) My goal is
to make some points about what evangelicals want in Israel, and how their
intentions have so often been mischaracterized.

| understand the concerns within our community about a religion that inflicted so
much pain and suffering on us for close to two thousand years. | get that. |
understand the absolute revulsion we have for missionary activity directed at Jews,
whether out in the open, or even more so by subterfuge. Especially in Israel. | get
all of that, too. Speaking within our community, all | try to do is tease apart different
threads in what | believe is a changed Christian world, and to show that it is not all
a single fabric. The motivation of many who will disagree with me comes from a
good place, even as | disagree about their assessment.

Do understand, however, that outside the traditional community, the reasoning just
stated is not the basis of non-Orthodox rejection of evangelicals. That rejection
has far more to do with abortions, LGBT issues, and contempt for strong religious
beliefs and those who hold them. These lead them to give a wide berth to
evangelical support, and impute all sorts of intentions to them, many of them
downright silly — and certainly uninformed. The non-Orthodox community has
argued for many years that evangelicals back a political agenda that is dangerous
for Israel. They are looking to bring Armageddon closer; peace is the furthest goal
from their minds. They will not tolerate Israel compromising an inch of Biblical
Israel; they are more extreme than those contemptable obstacles to peace — the
settlers. Therefore, their support for Israel does more harm than good.

That is the standard take, the customary wisdom about evangelicals. And the myth
has just been exploded. As much as they stood behind the annexation they
thought was a few breaths away, the evangelical players acted like responsible
diplomats. They traded one goal for what they saw as a more important one: a
concrete step towards peace, hopefully the first of more to come. They were
thrilled at the prospect of more security for the Jewish State, rather than an End of
Time outbreak of a religious war.



This was not supposed to happen. The mainline churches (like the Lutherans, the
Presbyterians, etc. and certainly the over-the-top haters like the Quakers and
Mennonites) tell themselves that their primary concern is peace. Openly siding
with the Palestinians, moving always to punish Israel or reduce US military aid to
the Jewish State or support Kairos or BDS, turning a blind eye to both terrorism
and the institutionalized corruption of the PA that steals the money they throw at it
— all this they believe serves the cause of peace, while the evangelicals prop up
the apartheid state that is its greatest obstacle.

Surprise. It didn’t happen that way. Decades of countless overtures, resolutions,
fact-finding missions have produced diddly-squat for peace and for the
Palestinians. Their policies have been as effective as trying to ward off Covid-19 in
a crowded room by wearing a clove of garlic around the neck. Even if these
churches would see their error (and they won’t), they cannot serve as honest
brokers in a region that now shows itself to be in need of them. They are too
compromised to assume that role for at least a generation.

Evangelicals, however, can.

Who would have thought? At least in our community we should understand what
has been demonstrated.

A Long and Winding Road Toward
Peace—and an Unfinished Personal
Journey | Opinion

ABRAHAM COOPER , SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER
ON 8/18/20 AT 7:00 AM EDT

In 1993, shortly after the Simon Wiesenthal Center (SWC) opened our
Museum of Tolerance, | sat with my dear friend Ehud Yaari in Jerusalem,
bemoaning the pernicious combination of ignorance and anti-Semitic



stereotyping in the Arab and Muslim worlds. "So why don't you do
something about it", Yaari replied. "Go and meet with them!"

Yaari was already famous for amazing breakthrough interviews with
Egypt's Sadat, Morocco's King Hassan and, of course, King Hussein of
Jordan—before there was any talk of diplomatic ties with the Jewish state.

His advice was simple. The journey since has been anything but.

Nonetheless, Yaari turned out to be right. The only way to break down
stereotypes about Jews was to show up at the doors of leaders whose
border officials were allergic to any passports that had been stamped in
Israel.

My visionary boss and mentor, Simon Wiesenthal Center Founder and
CEO Rabbi Marvin Hier, launched our ad hoc outreach in Cairo, where we
urged the late grand mufti and head of Al-Agsa University to meet with the
Israeli chief rabbi, Yisrael Meir Lau, to promote better interfaith relations.
That meeting took place and led to the Alexandria Declaration, which
served as a baseline for future interfaith efforts. Sadly, our other request
for a fatwa against suicide bombing did not yield the clear, hoped-for
result.

Among my most notable and fruitful meetings was a lunch at the home of
Indonesian President Wahid. | learned that the leader of the world's
largest Muslim nation was a Bible scholar and a philo-Semite. That
meeting led to a joint op-ed in The Wall Street Journal by Wahid and
Rabbi Lau that denounced Iran's Holocaust denialism, and also helped
lead to an international conference in Bali of "Religions Against
Terrorism," where Sol Teichman became the only Holocaust survivor to
recount his personal story of suffering and survival before a stunned
audience of Muslim and Hindu teachers and politicians. Shortly thereafter,
the SWC hosted the first delegation of religious Muslims from Indonesia to
visit Israel, which included praying twice at Al-Agsa, dancing with rabbis
and students at a Chanukah celebration at a Yeshiva in Kiryat Shemona
and Shabbat dinner with my children and Israeli grandchildren. The
delegation's chief would tell me, at the end of the visit: "We came here
assuming there was a religious conflict, but it turns out that there is
a political dispute between Israel and the Palestinians. We see that
religious rights are protected for all.”



Over the years, we would host Surin Pitsuwan, a Muslim, former Thali
leader and secretary general of the ASEAN group of Asian nations. Over
the last decade, there would be business, political and cultural figures
from the Gulf—even a group from Kuwait. And the day after President
Trump announced he was moving the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem, 24
religious leaders from Bahrain arrived in Jerusalem as our guests. They
prayed at the appropriate mosque or church, and danced with Chabad in
the Mamilla Mall before lighting the first Chanukah candle in the shadow of
the walls of the Old City!

A special word of praise and thanks to Bahrain's courageous King
Hamad. When we met with Rabbi Hier in his palace in 2017, Rabbi Hier
broke protocol and broke the ice by firmly grabbing the king's hand and
chanting in Hebrew the blessing for royalty. The king reportedly would tell
his government leaders: "That was the first time someone came to me not
to ask for something, but to give me a blessing." When | asked the king
what would he think about a Wiesenthal Center invitation for his citizens to
visit Israel, he responded in front of his entire cabinet: "My citizens can
travel anywhere." And soon they would.

But King Hamad went further. He wrote the Bahrain Declaration on
Religious Tolerance, wherein an Arab head of state declared that
everyone should be free to pray as he sees fit, and even be free not to
pray at all.

That went beyond stereotypes. The Declaration, first read by his son
Sheikh Nasser before 400 religious leaders in Los Angeles, was a taboo-
buster.

Indeed, Bahrain protects and venerates all religions, and is home to an
active Hindu temple. Rabbi Hier and | were honored to participate in the
first minyan in decades at Bahrain's synagogue during the historic Bahrain
Global Economic Conference that sought to help set the stage for Israeli-
Palestinian peace. To ensure closer interfaith ties, King Hamad has
launched the Bahrain Centre for Peaceful Coexistence, led by respected
Sheikh Khalid Bin Khalifa.

All of this, along with the UAE's invitation to Pope Francis to lead an open-
air mass, have helped accelerate the pace of change.
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Many of these (not so-)small breakthroughs happened because we
reached out to break their stereotypes by first breaking our own.

The speed of change between the Gulf states and the Jewish state will
increase for three reasons. First, social media, which has destroyed the
stranglehold of information about Jews, Judaism and Israel forever.
Second, Iran: If the UAE-Israel deal had been an arranged marriage, then
the Ayatollah Khamenei could demand Shidduch Gelt (a financial gift
traditionally given in Judaism to the matchmaker). Third, economics: More
tourism for the UAE and more open access for Middle East investors to
the Start-up Nation's dynamic start-ups.

Of course, we hope that Bahrain will be next, followed by Oman and
(please G-d) soon, Saudi Arabia. Another Arab nation in Africa is waiting
in the wings. They can look to the mutually beneficial relationship between
Azerbaijan—a 96 percent Muslim nation—and the Jewish state as a role
model for what's possible.

As for the Palestinian Authority and its global anti-Semitic campaigners,
please take note: The peace train has left the station. If you don't have the
guts to get on board, get out of the way and let Palestinian peace-seekers
take over.

Rabbi Abraham Cooper is the associate dean and director of the Global
Social Action Agenda at the Simon Wiesenthal Center.
The views expressed in this article are the writer's own.
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