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Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the Show

| listen to your podcast every week and am usually impressed by the knowledge and
sources that you and your guests bring to the discussions. However, | was very
disappointed by the discussion about surrogate mothers. You brought no sources
whatsoever to the discussion. | would like to mention 2 sources that show that the birth

mother is the mother.

1. We all know the famous Gemara in Berachos about the birth of Dina that Leah was
pregnant with a 7th boy and made a Cheshbon that if she had a boy Rachel would be
left with only one Shevet and therefore she davened that the baby should turn into a girl,
Rashi comments on the Pasuk nyarn nyx 377 ,2pyR2 N0 Ninganl ,nx72 07 0N
N7 NT7i0 A7NN Yy W'k 27 DTt n7nn: that we see from here that the man is
responsible for having a girl. Rashi is based on the Gemara in Nida 31a. The Maharsha
asks on that Gemara the following question. How can the Gemara bring a proof from
Dina that the father causes the baby to be a girl, Dina was conceived as a boy and only
turned into a girl Al Pi Nes. The Maharsha answers that the Gemara in Nida must be
going with the Targum Yonasan in xx'I.

The Targum writes 7077 Xnyna qoi' 2! NIDI [in'yNa XNV 19700'K1 NX7T XM7Y ' DT}7
NX7T Xnyna X)'TI. Leah was pregnant with Yosef and Rachel was pregnant with Dina
and through Leahs' Tefilos the fetuses were swapped Yosef went to Rachel and Dina
went to Leah. So According to the Targum Yosef was genetically the son of Leah. Yet,
the Torah and Chazal all call Yosef the son of Rachel. We see explicitly that genetics is
not what is yaip who the mother is, otherwise Leah would be the mother of Yosef. The
fact that Rachel is considered the mother of Yosef shows that birth is what is yaip who
the mother is.

2. The Gemara in ¥ nina' says the following' ' X7 D NIwN o1 DN DMIKN D'NR QY YU'N
N71 'X71In X7 NUITRA INT'21 nWITR2 K7W NN AN DR YR DIYN 220N 'R At X721 X7In

NX NYUK DIYN |'a"N 72N [RAREDAN



We see from the Gemara that if the mother is Megayer while pregnant with twins the
twins are brothers Min HaTorah. The question is why? After all the Halacha says that
mT T P> yamw? So why doesn't the mothers Geirus wipe out the relationship
between them? Rashi comments n'7x WD X'n MW DXN N DR WYX DIYN DD - AN 72X
D11 nT7'w. It seems from Rashi that birth is what creates the relationship and therefore
the twins are related because when they were born they were already Jewish.

Ari Shapiro

Dear R' Dovid,
Thank you for your very interesting program about Donor Eggs and surrogate births.

| would like to comment on the statement that you made saying that the Shita of those
Rabonim who Pasken that the surrogate mother is considered the mother of the child is
completely illogical, (If | remember correctly you used the term ludicrous, or was it
absurd?). You based your claim on the following logic: "If the fertile egg of a woman
(and male sperm) were put into a cow, would it make any sense to say that the child
had to honor the cow as the mitzvah of Kbibud Eim??

| think that your question is itself its own answer.

Of course if the surrogate (hotel) carrier of the fetus was a cow, or a plastic bag, it would
be both ludicrous and absurd to say that the child had to honor the cow or the bag. But
the reason for this is NOT because a surrogate carrier is not considered a mother, but
for the simple reason that it seems so ridiculous to you, or to anyone else. Simply
because a cow CANNOT be a mother of a human child. And a plastic bag cannot be a

mother - period.

But this is not a proof whatsoever that a surrogate [human] woman cannot be
considered the mother of a child which she gave birth to.

AT 7N DT 27 X717 aniT unn

Brocha Vhatzlacha,



Ksiva Vachasima tova
Yosef R.

From Kiryat Sefer

| don't understand this talk about n>'naiwnn 'miawnn X7 isn't that a bit too much even for
Chasidim. | don't know of any such talk about Rebbes certainly not in Ger. [maybe in
Chabad, but Rav Shach already commented about that].

NAIXL NI

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein

| just finished listening to this weeks show about Gerrer Chassidim and was left reeling
with disbelief that the halacha hotline was used as a platform to spread v nw X'xin
and yan w4, It is Chodesh Elul and | will have to give pawni |1 in another couple of

days. All | can say is that | regret having listened to this week’s show until the end.

| am extremely disappointed that you seem to agree in the interview with the slanderous
remarks made by Professor Brown. His distorted facts about Ger are clearly proven
wrong and so | believe is everything else he says. For example his comments about
Bochurim not being allowed to learn Tosfos is a clear lie since all boys from as young as
10-11 years old learn Tosfos and later in Yeshivah each boy freely chooses the way he
wants to continue learning with less than 15% choosing to learn without Tosfos. There
seems to be an agenda here. You are speaking against a large group of people

numbering over 10,000 families in Israel alone and the least they deserve is an apology.
Sincerely

A shocked listener



| am very surprised and disappointed that your show has turned from a Torah program
to a political talk show.

I's a disgrace that a week before Rosh Hashonah, you couldn’t find anything else to

broadcast besides for politics, loshon hora, and ombn *Tn7n ura.
May HaShem help us all to be naiwna anin.

(P.S. as someone who'’s very familiar with Ger, it's quite apparent that you have no clue

of the dynamics of this machlokes).
Shlomo Stein
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If I don’t have any ego and personal investment in my Avodas Hashem
7 m
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| have no strength.



Rabbi Tzvi Rysman
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Too see Reb Zalman Nechemia Goldberg on the topic click here
Too see Reb Mordechai Eliyahu on the topic click here
Too see Reb Eliyashiv on the topic click here
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