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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions

Hi, | just wanted to say that being "Mekabel Pnei HaShechina" is not the same as
Davening, which is a Chiyuv and therefore can't be given up for Hachnasas Orchim.
The Medrash is not saying the Chiyuv of Hachnasas Orchim is greater than the Chiyuv
of Davening, it may be saying the privilege of doing the Mitzvah Hachnasas Orchim is

greater than the privilege of being Mekabel Pnei HaShechina.

Bracha Poliakoff

Shalom. | enjoy listening to your program very much in my car. Regarding your question
about why Avraham was Machnis Orchim when we know Osek B'Mitzvah is Patur from
a Mitzvah. The answer may be that Kabbalas Pnei Shechina is a wonderful Madreiga,
but not a Mitzvah, whereas Hachnasas Orchim is a Mitzvah. Davening is also a Mitzvah
and therefore Osek B'Mitzvah applies and one should not be Machnis Orech during
davening. This is like the story with the Arizal who told the RaMAK that if he comes with
him right away they could bring Moshiach. The RAMAK said he would just tell his wife

and then come. By the time he returned the Arizal said it was too late.

When Rav Yiosrael Salanter repeated this story he said that the next time the Arizal
would ask RaMaK to come he would do the same thing again, because Kavod Ishto is a
Chiyuv whereas bringing Moshiach--great as it is--is no Chiyuv.

Regarding the second question the dust was not Avodah Zaralike an idol. Who
worships dust? It means they worshipped themselves, symbolized by what people might
say "He worshipped the earth that they (whoever their "idol" might be) walked on."

Hatzlacha.
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Comments on the Show

I'm a Chareidi/Yeshivish Jew, who has supported Mr. Trump in the recent elections. |
did so somewhat reluctantly (and I'll explain my reluctance shortly), and did so solely
because of his policies, both his domestic policies, and his accomplishments in

the Mideast, particularly the Abrahamic accords.

However | would like to point out that as a person, in terms of having a decent character
and having the sort of integrity that the US president should embody, President Trump
scores an F in my opinion. | know that this is an unpopular view to hold in our
community, but | think it needs to be stated. The way he speaks about things related to
women, his bullying people to get his way politically and otherwise, is so grotesque in
my opinion, and | really cannot understand the almost unanimous enthusiasm for such
an individual. The idea that a president would claim baselessly that the elections are
being stolen from him talks to this.. It's high time that the emperor without cloth is
pointed out. Joe Biden in contrast is a decent family man, with an accomplished political
career. | am concerned about some of his policies, but as a person he is certainly

gualified, and hope that he will succeed as president (as it seems like will be the case).
Anyhow, | enjoy your show,
Thank you so much

A.B.




Hello Reb Dovid | totally agree with the lev melochim byad Hashem Mehalech. My
guestion to you is, was all the money donated to liberal/ Conservative party’s by Jews a
waste? Also here is a quote attributed to you from 2016 “Additionally, we as Tzibbur
(community) have to recognize that there is a reasonable chance that she will be
president and for us to have not any friends who support her is not the brightest position
as a community that we could take,” clearly this isn’t in line with the Possuk. | was also
wondering why Nachum Ish Gam Zu went to Rome with a gift what happened to Lev
Melochim??

Respectfully
Zevi Markovic
Good evening Reb Dovid Shlita,

As usual your show with Rabbi Schnell left much room for introspection and debate. Kol

Hakavod.
Regarding the Teshuva of R' Moshe regarding suing the government.

1. As one can see at the end of the teshuva R' Moshe had limited knowledge of the
details of what was taking place. This seems to indicate that were he to know better the
actual situation he might have changed his opinion. He was answering in accordance
with the limited knowledge he was given

2. The question there was suing the British government in a European court. This is a
far cry to suing the Governor in an American institution made for this very purpose. | am
certain that no government wants to be dictated by a foreign institution. An institution
that it reluctantly has to be a member of. This is not the present situation.

Thank you for a wonderful show

Emmanuel Danan



First, let me say | enjoy your show.... and the however

A few months you made a remark about the scientist rejoicing that they had found the
Higg's Boson (the so-called God particle ). The scientists were rejoicing at the fact they
had found a particle for which they had searched for decades - without which the
universe would not be concretized - the particle is "magshim" as it were, the physical

universe.

They were celebrating hundreds if not thousands of individual contributors that made it
all possible. They were not celebrating a "proof” that God didn't exist. Real scientists
understand that science does not inform questions of religion and that religion does not
inform questions of science. If you could prove (or disprove) God's existence - it
wouldn't be faith - would it ?

The particle has originally been nicknamed the "the god-damned" particle by Leon

Lederman - because it was so hard to find. When Lederman wrote a book,
The publisher required a name change - the name then stuck.

David Chasman






Lessons in an Era of Rapid Change

!

IPLICATIONS

Changes in the World...Mandating Changes in Ourselves

EARTH-SHAKING EVENTS

is past year, we were witness

I to revelations of G-d's Hand in
the events that surround us. If
earlier generations would have seen
that which we lived through, they
would have burst forth with shiros
ve'sishbachos—songs of praise to G-d.

Let us step back for a moment to
better appreciate what has occurred:
At those very places where for genera-
tions one was not even permitted to
mention G-d’s name, youngsters to-
day are studying Torah. In buildings
where uttering the “Shema” was for-
bidden, five minyanim (myself among
them) thundered a public Maariv—in
the Moscow airport, no less! I mar-
veled at this and thought:

If only the Chofetz Chaim, who had
declared that we should take arms to
battle against the depraved Commu-
nists, would have merited to experi-
ence this! Il only the revered Shatzker
Rosh Hayeshiva, Reb Issur Zalmen
Meltzer, who ran his yeshiva clandes-
tinely under Bolshevik rule—if only
he would have been privileged to visit
those chadorimwith us, to daven that
Magarivwith us! How they would have
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sung out with songs of praise to G-d!
We, who did have the privilege to wit-
ness these events, certainly should be
full of praise of G-d. Just as the Jews

were enjoined by Moshe Rabbeinu |

with the words: “You saw...,” referring

to having been at Sinai and witnessed

the Giving of the Law. making them

answerable o a higher level of con-

duct, we too are members of a genera-
tion that saw outstanding events.

The Meshech Chochma points

out that all modern “isms” have

their roots in earlier times. Fascism,

for instance, prevailed during the

Dor Hamabul (the generation of the

Deluge), when “the earth was full of

chomos (robbery}’ and strong-arm

tactics prevailed. Communism has

its precedent, he posited, in the Dor

Haflaga, when all of mankind
pooled their resources to build the
Tower of Babel: possessions, labor,
and even families were turned over
to the community to be shared by
all. This violation of all standards of
ethical conduct and basic decency
earned G-d's wrath who brought
destruction on this effort.

Indeed, the Torah's account of
the Dor Haflaga describes the entire
world as being of “one language
{safa echad), united {in} purpose
[devarim achadim),” which Chazal
tell us were aimed against Echod—
the supreme Oneness that is G-d.

Unity—achdus—is a key ele-
ment in the strength of kedusha,
the forces of sanctity. Thus when
Yaakov Avinu and his children trav-
eled to Egypt, his family is de-
scribed as “shivim nefesh—seventy
soul,” in the singular, so completely
were they united in thought, iden-
tity and purpose. When the forces
of tuma {depravity and destruction}
unite, as they did in the Dor
Haflaga, they have the power to
prevail, chalila. Thus did G-d decide
to intervene with “vayifetz
Hashem—and G-d scattered” them,
to negate their power.

We, in our day, are witness to the
disintegration of the modern-day
counterpart to Dor Haflaga.

The Jewish Observer, March 1992



OVERCOMING HARDSHIP AND
PERSECUTION

While he was tending Yisro's
sheep, Moshe Rabbeinu was deeply
concerned over the fate of the Jews
in Egypt: How will they ever survive
the harsh Golus? Then he saw the
sneh-bush aflame, but not con-
sumed by the fires that enveloped
it arx} the message was clear, The
Jews, too, would prevail in spite of
their suffering,

e had agonized over the ter-
rible suffering of our breth-
ren in the Soviet Union,

and wondered how they could ever
survive. And now we have seen the
Hand of G-d scatter the forces of the
USSR, negating its power, crumbling
the Union that held it together. Qur
immediate obligation is to do our ut-
most to meet the material needs of
these Jews, while making certain that
their ge’ula, their redemption from
the Communist yoke of oppression,
be complete... paralleling the con-
summation of Ge'ulas Mitzrayim, the
redemption from Egypt, which was
fully realized with “that they serve
Elokim on this mountain [Sinai],”
where they received the Torah. We too
must lead our (former-) Soviet breth-
ren to Sinai, and re-unite them with
our Torah heritage.

Our fears over the fate of our
brothers in Eretz Yisroel and their
subsequent resolution—outright
miracles, wherein those closest to the
Ribbono shel Olam were spared the
worst—are certainly cause for singing
shiros ve'sishbachos in praise of G-d.
But this is not the complete summa-
tion of the year in retrospect.

DARK CLOUDS ON THE HORIZON

e are witnessing an in-
crease in anti-semitic
expression and actions in

America, and it should provoke us to
some self-examination:

The Jews enjoyed a protected
status in Egypt until Yoseif
Hatzaddik died. At that point, "the
land became filled with them”
[Shemos 1,7), and the plans for per-
secution began to unfold {ibid, 10).
As long as Yoseif was alive, the Jews
rermained in Goshen, honoring the
exhortation of Yaakov Avinuw: “Do

The Jewish Observer, March 1992

not make yourselves conspicuous
[among the nations]” (Bereishis 42,
1). His wamming to his sons was to
avoid behavior that makes them
seem privileged. In Yaakov's time,
that meant not staying home in
Canaan when others were traveling
to Egypt to avoid starvation. They,
too, should journey to Egypt to pur-
chase food.

et us step back for a
moment to better
appreciate what has
occurred: At those very
places where for
generations one was not
even permitted o
mention G-d's name,
youngsters foday are
studying Torah.

In Egypt after Yoseil's passing, it
meant pursuing policies of re-
straint. But the Jews defied this
counsel. They were everywhere to
be found, and incurred the impa-
tience and wrath of their host coun-
try. And the persecution began.

We must examine our own mode of
behavior in America, and ask our-
selves if we Jews do not overstep the
warnings of Yaakov Avinw: “Do not
make yourselves conspicuous!” Too
many of us feel over-confident of our
ability to play a major role in the po-
litical arena. After all, we reason, we
do have senators and congressman
who are close to us. Why shouldn’t we
exercise our full rights as citizens,
and even condemn the President

when it suits our fancy!

But this is not the prescribed Jew-
ish course of action. Yes, Jews have
always found ways of bringing their
needs and interests to the attention
of government officials through
shtadlonus, which has been the
highly-effective route pursued by
Agudath Israel. Our predecessors
showed us the way by reviewing the
Parsha of Vayishlach (which tells of

[\ how Yaakov Avinu prepared for his
encounter with Eisav and his threat-
ening army), before negotiating with
non-Jewish officials. Yaakov Avinu's
non-confrontational approach con-
tinues to be our source of how to con-
duct ourselves in our current Golus.

RESPONDING TO SALVATION AND
SUFFERING

e paradoxical mixture of open

I miracles alongside the up-

surge in overi anti-semitism,
which we are now experiencing, can
leave one confused. There is a pasuk
at the end of the Tochacha, however,
that shows how both trends are inter-
related:

After much suffering, Klal Yisroel
will say, "Only because G-d is not in
our midst have all these sufferings
befallen me” {Devarim 32,17). During
periods of hastoras Panim, when G-d
{so to speak) covers His Face, and we
become unaware of His Presence,
then do sufferings befall us, .

The underlying message of all that
has been occurring—the sweet and
the bitter—is that we are totally inef-
fective in regard to changing events
on our own. For generations, we
could neither bring freedom to the
Jews of the Soviet Union, nor could
we succeed in fully opening up the
gates of immigration from that coun-
try. Only Divine intervention could
bring this about. Similarly, we were
helpless in the face of the Iraqi
dictator's Scud missile attacks. Only
Divine protection could spare us the
worst. And now, the sudden upsurge
in anti-sernitic acts finds us inca-
pable of stemming the tide. These
events of “suffering befalling us” only
occur because we fail to recognize
G-d's undeniable Presence in our
midst. Since He is our only means of
protection, we must increase our sen-
sitivity to that Presence, enlarge our
awareness of it, and enhance our ut-
ter dependency on it.

THE PLACE FOR INITIATIVES
here is an area where our ini-
tiatives are meaningful and
where our actions can bear

fruit on behalf of the existence of Klal
i Yisroel: Torah study. This was im-
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We must examine our
own mode of behavior in
America, and ask
ourselves if we Jews do
not overstep the
warnings of Yaakov
Avinu: “Do not make
yourselves conspicuous!”

plicit in G-d's reassurances {o Aaron
Halcohein, when his heart had felt
faint for having no share in the dedi-
cation of the Mishican (the portable
sanctuary used during the 40 years’
wandering in the wilderness): “Yours
is greater than theirs.”

The direct reference of G-d's words
to Aaron is to the daily kindling of the
menora, which was greater than a
share in dedicating the Mishkan
{Rashi). The long-range reference is to
the Chanuka victory and the result-
ant celebration, in the distant future,
which continues year after year

(Ramban}. The ultimate and most
profound reference is to Torah study,
for (as the Netziv elaborates) kindling
the menora was symbolic of probing
the depths of the Talmud; and every
Jew's involvement in Torah study,
through learning and through sup-
port of its scholars and institutions,
binds him to that act of sacred illu-
mination.

Here our mesiras nefesh can bear
frujt. G-d takes note of our devotion
to Torah, and responds to our efforts
with limitless blessings and grants us
cause for eternal celebration. ]
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