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Answers to the Questions
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Selected audio from our listeners

Comments on the Show

Comments on the show 1 click here
Comments on the show 2 click here
Comments on the show 3 click here
Comments on the show 4 click here
Comments on the show 5 click here
Comments on the show 6 click here
Comments on the show 7 click here
Comments on the show 8 click here
Comments on the show 9 click here
Comments on the show 10 click here

Comments on the show 11 click here


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e07IoNn5UT2WVInY-awrBTMXAzY52ptl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u9QQwG92sWp5gQsTKsq9ffAaPj18UpJi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vQTBUlTgjnL6K8g_3koa5BRO83XzliU3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AwbcrEX5-JNi6hVaf-5aEL3EAtI5rOB7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qxxbwZiIvIRBzgoBK8us-lSVjxqJuiqP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uSFt78jpJwt1qzqsViHZI8Ax0NtZOzep/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eaOytLQzRj-UPkVd6wUkGUqoaKhahyol/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cALSWIjlZOQYa3-n_k2EZhqNU08-0Wej/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Q1WDPaRDORGWSfm0MU5yM2ywL9nSmiD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Taa9Ht4jFVFAjIJrSUoX35FMrSmvBnr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tGFQ1FDdQmQZ9opaVMWEudjQO4f1TctK/view?usp=sharing

Answers to the Questions

Answers to the Question 1 click here
Answers to the Question 2 click here
Answers to the Question 3 click here
Answers to the Question 4 click here
Answers to the Question 5 click here
Answers to the Question 6 click here

Answers to the Question 7 click here


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X_tyGrOTypSC0jw-FAXkdoM5l3Lqy7ik/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Kz9QpmmKo4FdLE-CBV6FC83gDfH4d43/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uyHPgWp4FFv_7o9NaD9xKbui6Vi4bdVw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zdpg3dRmijKENWJwXTWlrGILuvaVNhv0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gqQL606obr7sX2WUGuKQ8cbY694d1LKu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KR4tRevq5LfOBoOmJr6eA6r4vKXZCWA6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cpEzxtJyxjicnkA8wz95GRaSHwRN2ixW/view?usp=sharing

Comments on Previous Shows

Show 246 - Beis Din Should they allow Toanim?

Comments on the show 1 click here


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PpM1zR76_PA1fshY0cm3dn7xWYQciPsr/view?usp=sharing

Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions
HI Rabbi Lichtenstein,

| would like to answer this week's riddle & give thanks for your podcast. | really

appreciate the work you do.
So you asked why would Rivka go to Sheim as opposed to Avraham or Yitzchok?

| would like to answer that not always does every Nevuha automatically go to top
person of generation for certain reasons (Eldod and Maydod & Chulda & Yirmiyahu)

The reason Hashem would not reveal this to Avraham is that Rashi says Avraham died
5 years earlier to not see Esav become a Rasha so it would not be logical to reveal this

to Avraham in a Nevua.

The reason Hashem did not reveal to Yitzchok is he was Eisav's father and if he would
know Esav destiny pre-birth it would make Yitzchok skeptical and not love Esav. Men

have less patience and less Rachmones.

Rivka on the other hand was a mother and we know women have more Rachmones on

their children

Isaac Sprecher
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Comments on the Show
The other Tzadik in Tanach
Al Michram BaKesef Tzadiik.

Amos 2:6. See Midrash for the connection between Noach and Yosef, both fed the
world.

Great show — keep up the good work.
Bsuros Toivos.

P.S. A show on the Rambam would be appropriate: the original controversy; Brisk and
the Rambam; Sfardim and Rambam; Chabad and Rambam; etc.

Yosef Marcus

Hi, in regards to the latest podcast
Two things should be taken to note

1. https://hods.org/halachic-issues/videos/video rdfeinstein/rabbidovidfeinstein/

2. | attach from the book of Moshe Sherer on this topic

Nochum Shmaryohu Zajac

Dear Headlines,

My name is Tova Gantz, and | am a Mexican Jewish Woman. | happen to be an avid
listener of your show and it is truly fantastic. You always have speakers from all over the
world, so | am here to suggest a Speaker for your show. His name is Rabbi Jaime
Leizorek.


https://hods.org/halachic-issues/videos/video_rdfeinstein/rabbidovidfeinstein/

He is a very young Rabbi, who happens to be quite popular and also has accomplished
many things. For example, from what | hear, he is only 28 and is the main Rabbi for
Aish HaTorah of México for the Shul and for the outreach, has already like 4 degrees,
works as a life coach, and also is a Professor for three of the most prestigious
universities here in México City. He works a lot in Kiruv, but lately has been trending
popular also in the religious communities and dealing with kids who have philosophical

and practical Judaism issues.

| think that you can talk to him about a few things but two of them is regarding the idea
of accomplishing a lot in life, although he is very young, | hear from his wife and others
that his childhood so pretty and also, he is probably the youngest professors in all three
universities. Also, | think a very relevant topic for your crowd is this balance of being
part of the secular and non-Jewish world, the Kiddush Hashem that you can do in the
Universities and also the challenges that they face etc...

Your thoughts?
Warmest Regards
And | got to say that | love your show! Keep up the great work!

Tova Gantz



AS MEDICAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY HAVE ADVANCED AND
made it possible to dramatically extend the lives of people who Wouéd
. have died in former times, end-of-life issues, includ-
End-of-Life ing the rationing of medical resources, have gained
Issues . greater prominence. Those policy debates are

| fraught with implications for Torah-observant Jews. Not surprisingly,
then, such issues occupied a good deal of Rabbi Sherer’s time in the last

two and a half decades of his life.
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ath was defined as the cessation of breathing anq
heart function, but with adva.nces in the ability to rrl;aintai“ pat.ients for

:1ds of time on respirators, many doctors e.zgan PL}shlng for 4
long PCfr'lO_tion of death based on the cessation of brain activity or cess;.
::(:)‘1:/ ((jfe sl;(l)ntaneous breathing. Advances in t'r(?mspl?lzits (:é vital organs
gave further impetus to the push for redefinition of death, as many of
those organs cannot be transplanted UHI?SS they are _harvested W'hlle the
vdeceased” is still breathing with the aid of a respirator and his heart
is s:;iilebiizgfnge for Torah Jews, however, is that many halachic
authorities do not endorse the concept of “brain death,” defined as the
irreversible cessation of the entire brain function, including the brain
stem. Even for those authorities who do accept brain death in theory,
it is questionable whether the testing required to establish brain death
in terms of halachah is embodied in statute or employed by doctors,
Furthermore, there remains the issue of whether doctors can be relied
upon to apply the stringent standards required by halachah. A final
problem is that some of the tests required to establish brain death
would be forbidden to perform on a patient with the status of a goses
(someone whose death is imminent), who may not be touched lest
death thereby be hastened."

In 1975 a “brain death” statute was introduced into the New York
State legislature late in the term. Only a message of necessity from the
governor would have made it possible for the legislation to be debated
and passed before the legislature recessed. Though Rabbi Sherer con-
vinced Governor Carey not to issue such a message of necessity (see
Chapter 13), Dr. Kevin Cahill, Carey’s closest friend and health czar,
told Rabbi Sherer at the time that the issue would not go away.

And indeed “brain death” legislation was introduced again the fol-
lowing term. Rabbi Sherer focused his efforts on obtaining a “religious
exemption” in the bill for those patients who for religious reasons reject

Traditionally, de

12. In a November 6, 1991 letter to The Jewish Observer, Dr. Joseph S. Jeret, an Orthodox neurologist,
described an experiment on 50 patients given apnea tests, a standard part of the determination of
a patient’s ability to breathe spontaneously. That experiment showed that roughly one-third devel-
oped a drop in blood pressure, which carries a risk of mortality. Dr. Jeret discussed the issue with
Rabbi Avrohom S. Abraham, M.D., who conferred with Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach. And the
latter ruled the apnea test would be assur since most such patients have the status of a goses.

Iq Ral?bi Sherer’s diary entry of May 12, 1976, he recorded a conversation with Rabbi Moshe
femstem, in which he asked whether a “blood flow” test has any significance for a patient breath-
ing through a respirator. Rabbi Feinstein replied, “Definitely not, ... the test could not be performed
altogether since the person is after all a goses.”

492 [] RABBI SHERER
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brain death™ as the proper standard. Those effortn were Frumtrated
powevet, by areport that Rabbi Moshe Foinatein supported the "I‘u'nh:
death” bill,

On May 17 Rabbi Sherver recoived o eall from A
silverman, who was the legislative point
pequest forareligious exemption, Sily
_-\y;rit‘ll\l‘l)' Health Committee, Ass

wiemblyman Leonard
man-on Aguadath Inraely
erman sadd that the head of the
emblyman Miller, had told him (hat
Rabbi Sherer was wrong: Rabbi Feinstein aceepts “brain death”
definition of deathy A week later, May 24, Silverman called again 1o
inform Rabbi Sherer that Dr. Veith, a member of the doctors’ committee
advising Dr. Cahill oncthe bill, claimed that Rabbl Feinste
support a religious exemption,

Quite apart from the importance of the issue itself, the legislative
deliberations had become a personal crisis for Rabbi Sherers His stature
in Albany derived in large part from the fact that he spoke as the undis-
puted voice of the Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah, and his integrity way
unquestioned. Now, for the first time, his credibility had been publicly
challenged. Insinuations that he had misled legislators about Rabbi
Feinstein's position threatened to undermine his credibility in Albany,
and had they remained unrefuted, would have greatly tarnished his

reputation: and undermined his standing as the spokesman for the
Torah leadership.

in does not

Rabbi Sherer reported to Rabbi Feinstein, who responded with a let-
ler to Assemblyman Miller, in whose committee the bill was pending,
He wrote, “The bill, as written, is and always has been unacceptable,”
Rabbi Feinstein described the cessation of spontancous respiration as
the sole criterion of death, and added the crucial caveat that it is forbid-
den to remove a patient from a respirator to ascertain whether there is
spontancous respiration.

It all his specific requirements were not introduced into the bill,
Rabbi Feinstein wrote, “I strongly endorse and support the religious
exemption clause ... a concept which is in keeping with religious rights
and social ethics.” Rabbi Feinstein expanded on the phrase “religious
rights and social ethics,” in a teshuvah (responsum) dated 8 Shevat 5737
(1977):

In accordance with the Law of the Torah it is impossible under any
circumstances for even a great Torah scholar to compel any person
to accept his opinion with regard to matters pertaining to [said
person’s| body or soul, [and particularly,] with regard to the deter-

Chapter Twenty: Shtadlanus: Theory and Practice [ 493
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mination of death because in accordance with [the scholar’s] opin-
ion [the patient] is already dead. Nor may any state or gOVt."mment
declare that its opinion must be accepted. Rather.the p.atmnt and
his relatives must determine this, upon consgltatlon.wnh a great
scholar who is competent in this matter, that is, provide that their
[determination] is not contrary to the Torth. |

Therefore, since our country, the United States of America,
does not wish, Heaven forfend, to force any person to violate
his religion, [i.e.,} the Torah, [the legislators] should incorporate
a specific section in whatever [legislation] they may enact for
themselves [which shall provide] that the patient himself and his
relatives shall not be bound, if they do not so desire, with regard
to whatever [the government] may establish with regard to this
[matter] since this is [a matter] which pertains to [a person’s] body
and soul.

By 1986, almost every state in the United States had accepted a “brain
death” standard. New Jersey was one of the few exceptions. In 1984,
Governor Thomas Kean vetoed a “brain death” bill because of its fail-
ure to include the religious exemption, for which Agudath Israel’'s New
Jersey representative Rabbi Yaakov Dombroff had lobbied. Eventually,
New Jersey would be the first state to enact a full religious exemption
to the use of the “brain death” standard.’® In New York, brain death
became the standard of death in 1984 by virtue of a decision of the
Court of Appeals, the state’s highest court.

In 1987, the New York State Department of Health promulgated a
regulation requiring health-care providers to establish written policies
for the determination of death that would include “a procedure for the
reasonable accommodation of the individual’s moral or religious objec-
tion to the determination .... “ While in certain respects the regulation
fell far short of the absolute exemption that Chaim Dovid Zwiebel had
urged upon the State Task Force on Life and the Law in testimony the
previous year, it contained a number of salutary provisions."

13. That legislation was based on the recommendations of the New Jersey Task Force on Life and
the Law. Chaim Dovid Zwiebel testified before the Task Force.
14. ]u.st such an exemption was embodied in a bill that passed the legislature in 1987, with the spon-
sorshx;? of Ass:emblyman Sheldon Silver, Assemblyman Sam Colman, and State Sen. Eugene Levy.
mat blll. provided that “no decision or decisions with respect to an individual to commence or ter-
minate llf'e Support treatment ... shall employ a definition of death that would be contrary to the reli-
glous bellefs. gf such individual.” But Governor Cuomo let the legislation die without signing it-
In a meeting in the Agudah offices with Rabbi Sherer, Rabbi ]. David Bleich, and Chaim Dovid

494 [] RABBI SHERER
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On the other hand, the regulation did contain certain provisions
for which Agudath Israel had long lobbied. One was that health care
providers make reasonable attempts to contact next of kin prior to
the determination of death to enable them to express their objections.

The timing was crucial, for if the objection were only expressed after a

determination of death, insurance companies would likely not cover

any subsequent treatment.
The Supreme Court’s 1990 Cruzan case, involving a woman who was
sult of a car accident, triggered

in a permanent vegetative state as a re
e issues. Nancy Cruzan’s

a new flurry of activity concerning end-of-lif
parents had sued the state of Missouri to have her food and water cut

off, arguing that she would never have wanted to live for such a pro-

Zwiebel, State Health Commissioner David Axelrod pmmisod that the regulation he would draft on
ass. Under the bill, insurance provid-

the subject would be better than the legislation that did not p
ers might have argued that a brain dead patient has “died,” and is therefore no longer covered by

insurance, and that the statute only grants an exemption, for religious reasons, from the hospital
terminating life support. Axelrod, whose parents came from the same town in Ukraine as Rabbi
Sherer’s and who had a very close relationship with him, promised to remove that ambiguity, and

to make clear that such a patient is not considered “dead” under state law.

Chapter Twenty: Shtadlanus: Theory and Practice [ 495
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longed period of time in her current C;)ndit‘iogt' f/[); acr‘::;?:: 5-4 vote the
Supreme Court ruled for the state and again : N .‘ hS parerllts'

The Cruzan case brought the macabre term “the right to die” ¢,
the forefront of public discourse and focused the Tlat:on (-)n the issye
of who should make decisions ab(?ut the preservation of -llfe for those
unable to do so themselves. A natlor'1al movement came n?to b.eing to
encourage people to specify while still fu?ly competent t.helr Wishes a5
to a wide range of treatment issues that might one day arise. That could
be done either through a “living will,” in which. t.he person attempteq
to anticipate a series of end-of-life medical dec1s'10ns that might arjse
and express his or her wishes in advance, or by virtue of a “health care
proxy,” in which a person appoints an agent to make those decisions in
the event of incapacity.

When New York State was deliberating a Health Care Agents ang
Proxies Act, Chaim Dovid Zwiebel testified against the proposed legis]a-
tion on the grounds that it conferred on third parties appointed as health
care proxies too much discretion to decide that a patient should die. Byt
after passage of the Act, Agudath Israel immediately began working on
its own Living Will/Health Care Proxy as a means of protecting the rights
of Orthodox Jews to ensure that their end-of-life medical treatment and
the post-mortem treatment of their bodies conform with halachah.’s

The basic health care proxy developed by Agudath Israel is elegant in
its simplicity." In its basic outline, the Agudath Israel health care proxy
directs the designated agent to make all the relevant health care and
post-mortem decisions in accordance with halachah, as determined by
the rabbi(s) designated on the health care proxy. In theory, the Agudath
Israel proxy is perfectly suitable for any Orthodox Jew no matter what
his or her position on any disputed halachic issue, such as the standard
to be applied in determination of death, because it takes absolutely no
stand on any such issue.

It makes no effort to anticipate all the questions that may arise in
the treatment of terminally ill patients. As Zwiebel explained in his
Jewish Observer article outlining the Agudath Israel proxy, the Moetzes
Gedolei HaTorah concluded “that the range of halachic issues was too
great, the changes in medical technology too rapid, the sheilos (halachic

15. Chaim Dovid Zwiebel, “The ‘Halachic Health Care Proxy’: An Insurance Policy With Unique
Benefits,” The Jewish Observer, September 1990, pp- 11,17 fn. 5.

16. The H?a!th Care Proxy has been adopted on a state-by-state basis to comply with the various
legal requirements of the state in question.

496 [J RABBI SHERER
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| m~<ti0ﬂ-‘) too dependent upon individy
8 B . . » N N

o identify in advance the precise course

are h\-Pothetic.\l situations,”"”

Nor did the Agudath Israel health care

yriad of halachic issues about w

al circumstances, 1o presume

ot action to be taken under gl
fut

Proxy take any stand on the
- : hich there is considerable
petween recognized hnlnch\c. authorities, Rather, il sought to ensure
only that the relevant halachic decisions are made by the same rabbi
with whom the patient would have consulted had he |
petent to do so.

disparity

or she been com-

Indeed when Rabbi Sherer first discussed the Agudath Israel health
care proxy with Rabbi Marc Angel, then president of the RCA, the
latter expressed great enthusiasm for what Agudath Israel had done,
Rabbi Angel wrote to Rabbi Sherer on December 10, 1990 that the RCA
would like to circulate the Agudath Israel proxy. Subsequently, Rabbi
Angel informed Rabbi Sherer that Rabbi Moshe Tendler, the chairman
of the RCA’s Medical Ethics Committee, was preparing his own form
that would be circulated by the RCA, but not as a document officially
endorsed by the RCA.®
At its 1991 convention, however, the RCA released and endorsed a
proxy written by Rabbi Tendler. In both form and substance, the RCA
proxy differed greatly from the Agudath Israel proxy. Most notably, the
RCA proxy endorsed in no uncertain terms “brain death,” as the stan-
dard for determination of death.' In addition, the RCA proxy specifi-
cally encouraged those using the form to declare their desire to donate
their life-saving organs for transplant in the event of “brain death.” It
thus assumed, as a matter of settled halachah, that the existing tests
for the determination of brain death for patients on respirators were
sufficient for purposes of halachah, that doctors could be trusted to
administer the necessary tests, and that the tests could be administered
without any danger of hastening the death of a goses.

In another radical departure from the Agudath Israel hcnlt}\ care proxy,
the RCA Proxy included a general directive that described tour pnssnblc‘
scenarios and ten different treatments for each scenario that the holder of
the proxy could declare I Want/l Do Not Want. Those boxes thus allowed

i . . Al ) \' i i y
17. Chaim Dovid Zwicbel, “The ‘Halachic Health Care Proxy’s An Insurance Policy With Unique
Benefits,” The Jewish Observer, September 1990, pp. 11, 18,

s, _ ; , September '“” )

18. Rabbi Moshe Sherer to Rabbi Mare D. Angel, 9 Tammuz 5751 (June 2L 19D, - o
19. The following discussion of the RCA health care proxy d |-.\\vs\m3 Chaim l‘)u\'nt /,\\'\\“‘l'\s l":\..\r‘lls‘ .\,’
“AMatter of Life and Death: Organ Transplants and the New RCA ‘Health Care Provy, the Jewish
Observer, Summer 1991, pp. 11-14,

SN
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the proxy holder to declare in a.dva.nce that he declines virtually all Jjfe.
sustaining procedures in certain circumstances. An'd the pr.oxx states
baldly, “a quality of life that is burden.some to.th.e patient may justify pas-
sive euthanasia ... [i.e., the denial of life-sustaining food or treatment].”

The RCA health care proxy was subsequently critiqued in The Jewig),
Observer by Chaim Dovid Zwiebel, with its author Rabbi Tend]er
afforded an opportunity to respond,” and a final response by Zwiebe].
Zwiebel repeatedly emphasized that the Agudath Israel Living Wil
Health Care Proxy took no position on the hotly disputed issue of “brain
death,” and thus was suitable for any observant Jew. His second piece
did, however, contain a psak, from the two greatest poskim then living,
Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach and Rabbi Yosef Shalom Elyashiy,
rejecting the brain death standard as a basis for organ transplantation.

The second prong of Zwiebel’s critique was aimed at the RCA proxy’s
endorsement of “passive euthanasia,” in certain circumstances, based
on the patient’s quality of life. That position was in starker contrast to
the traditionally accepted principle that “sanctity of life” supersedes
“quality of life” as the key halachic determinant. Zwiebel noted — and
Rabbi Tendler agreed — that at least some of the procedures that the
RCA form allowed a person to decline in advance would be required by
halachah, according to every recognized posek in the world.

Zwiebel’s critique of the RCA proxy drew a predictable avalanche
of responses. The next issue of The Jewish Observer*' carried a let-
ter from Dr. Yoel Jakobovits, a physician and son of Rabbi Immanuel
Jakobovits, the then-chief rabbi of the British Commonwealth and him-
self a world-recognized expert in the area of medical ethics. The thrust
of Dr. Jakobovits’s letter was to critique the “living will” aspect of the
RCA proxy, which encouraged perfectly healthy people to anticipate a
number of health scenarios that might one day arise.

Dr. Jakobovits described the whole concept of living wills as arising
directly “from contemporary secular notions of personal autonomy,
individual rights, and self-determination ...,” and encouraged Jewish
doctors, lawyers, and rabbis to do everything possible to discourage
such trends. In particular, he found the whole concept of making blan-
ket halachic statements “well before the circumstances of the she’eilah

20. Rabbi Sherer had earlier afforded Rabbi Tendler an opportunity to present his views in support |
of brain death as the standard of death and a gainst a religious exemption to brain death statutes, on |
public policy grounds, to the Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah in October 1987. |
21.*"A Matter of Life and Death’ — Revisted,” The Jewish Observer, October 1991, pp. 14-15.
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pave occurred, let alone been asked” to undermine the proper decision-
making authority of both rabbis and physicians. The proper solution, he
urged, was the simplest }?ossible health care proxy, like that developed
by Agudath Israel, in which the document directs the agent and physi-
cians to the rabbi or rabbis to be consulted with regard to issues involv-
ing a terminal patient.

Subsequently, the RCA recognized that its health care proxy was not
universally accepted. Its president Rabbi Marc Angel sent a letter to its
membership acknowledging that “there are great rabbinic authorities
— including members of the current RCA Va’ad Halachah Commission
— who do not accept brain death and who do not allow organ trans-
plants,” and he offered to make the Agudath Israel form available to
RCA members.?

Though Chaim Dovid Zwiebel was the public face of the health care
proxy debate, Rabbi Sherer was heavily involved at every stage. Even after
the public debate ended, he continued to be besieged by increasingly vit-
riolic attacks on his protégé. Rabbi Sherer adamantly defended Zwiebel
and cut off any further correspondence on the issue. Such staunch sup-
port was something that Agudath Israel employees could always count
on, especially those thrust into the crossfire of public debate.

Agudath Israel was not able to find solutions to all the end-of-life
issues raised by advances in medical technology, and indeed the issues
have only become more complicated and pressing in the years since
Rabbi Sherer’s passing. It did, however, succeed in obtaining some
form of “religious exemption” in a number of states with large Jewish
populations and in passing a variety of health care statutes mandating
that the religious beliefs of the patient be taken into consideration when
health care decisions are being made by others on the patient’s behallf.
And finally, with the development of the Living Will/Health Care Proxy,
Agudath Israel provided Torah Jews with a powerful tool to ensure that
end-of-life decisions concerning them would be made in accordance
with halachah.

In short, Agudath Israel fulfilled Rabbi Sherer’s second priority in
shtadlanus: protecting the ability of religious Jews to live in accord with
halachah.

22. Rabbi Angel, however, erroneously characterized the Agudath Israel form as not accepting
either brain de_ath Or organ transplants. In fact, one of the crucial features of the Agudath Israel
form. was that it studiously avoided adopting any halachic position on disputed matters, but rather
required each individual to designate the halachic authority who would make those decisions for
him in the event of his incapacity.
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