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inevitable culmination of history in absolute redemption.

The recent examples of these disappointments may be
readily brought to mind, and indeed some are yet fresh with the
pain of unfulfilled anticipation:

_ The French Revolution, in that first eighteenth-century
burst of dedication to equality and freedom, had granted equal
rights to Jews a5 citizens, although nothing to Jews as Jews. The
Treaty of Versailles had gone even further and granted rights to
minorities as minorities, including Jews as Jews. Of course, these
promises Were later nullified or retracted, and heard from no
more. ‘

_ In Russia, t00, Lenin signed in 1917 the Soviet Minority
Rights Law, granting a kind of Jewish self-government in the
form of a Jewish soviet. This, too, was soon abolished in the
1920’s by Stalin, dashing those bright hopes that had been
kindled.

_ England, too, entered the twentieth century by granting
and then revoking a promise made to Jews in the form of the
Balfour Declaration. In November 1917, Jews danced in the
streets because Britain had declared that “His Majesty’s
Government Views with favor the establishment in Palestine of a
national home for the Jewish people.” The declaration was
accepted at the Conference of San Remo in 1920; yet, by June
1922, Winston Churchill, the British Colonial secretary, was
qualifying that the declaration did not mean the “imposition of a
Jewish nationality upon the inhabitants as 2 whole, but the
further development of the existing Jewish community.” Of
course, a long and bitter period followed where 2 British hand
held the gun of the age-old oppressor of Israel.

Thus it becomes clear that the trend of anti-Jewish
phenomena of the first half of the twentieth century Wwas
characterized, not s0 much by persecutions and pogroms as in the
past, but by the legalized retraction of existing laws granting
sundry privileges. Although these reversals are dramatic and
telling enough of themselves, they pale in the face of the
retractions and total turnabouts made by the Germans in the
1920’s and 30’s.

_ OnMarch 11, 1812, Prince Karl August von Hardenberg
had issued his famous edict emancipating Prussian Jews, but a
century later, in 1919, as a supplement {0 the German translation
of the so-called Protocols of the Elders of Zion, Gottfried Zur
Beek (Ludwig Miller) used Hardenberg's definition of 2 Jew in
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drafting proposals for anti-Jewish legislation. These proposals
culminated in 1935 in the so-called “Nuremberg Laws” which
legitimized anti-Semitism and legalized anti-Jewish bigotry.
These Rassengesetze, which forbade marriage between Germans
and Jews and disenfranchised non-Aryans, exactly paralleled
earlier rights and privileges legally granted to Jews. Thus the cycle
was diabolically complete. What had been given legally was
equally as legally taken away, leaving the Jewish people with a
growing and ultimately inexorable disillusionment with the
promises and even legal enactments of the gentile world.*

Let us restate clearly the pattern we have discovered in recent
Jewish history: Jews have always been beaten by gentiles; only
the means and instruments of torment have varied. The
innovation of recent times has been that for long periods Jews
were deluded into trust in the gentiles by a series of laws and
regulations in their behalf, only to have that trust shattered by the
rescission of those very laws. This historical period culminated in
the Holocaust, the largest-scale annihilation of a people in
history, yet resulting not from lawless hordes but flowing directly
from legalized and formal governmental edicts. The end result of
this period for the Jewish psyche was a significant — indeed,
crucial — one. From trust in the gentile world, the Jewish nation
was cruelly brought to a repudiation of that trust. In g relatively
short historical period, disappointment in the non-Jewish world
was deeply imprinted upon the Jewish soul.2

* Of course many works have been devoted solely to the German anti-Jewish
legislation which preceded and legalized the murder that was to follow. An idea

(ed. Werner Hoche, 1933-39). As early as May 27, 1924, the Nazis introduced a
motion to “place all members of the Jewish race under special legislation
(sonderrecht).” And from then on, every bit of terror perpetrated against the
Jews was, with German thoroughness, preceded by meticulously worded
legislation. It is perhaps significant that where anti-Jewish violence broke out in
German streets before laws had been enacted to that effect, Wilhelm Frick,
Minister of the Interior, and Reichsbank President Hjalmar Schact condemned
and ordered a stop to the “illegal actions” (see Lucy S. Dawidowicz’s The War
Against the Jews, New York: Bantam Books edition, 1976, p. 83).

From the time of the close of Scriptures until the 1930’s, no such
comprehensive retraction of previously granted rights had ever taken place. Of
course, individual monarchs had, for their own personal gain, temporarily
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<5 Torah Source for the New Era

As we delve more deeply into the Torah view of these
awesome events, we shall find that they certainly are not
coincidental, but reflect the greater cosmic plan of the Creator of
the universe. If we find in world history an era where Jews move
from the expectation of persecution by gentiles to a period of
disappointment in those very people, this change must be
reflected in the Torah. As we said earlier, since the Jewish people
and the Torah are one, what happens in one must have a
counterpart in the other. Therefore, let us study together the
passage where this monumental turn of events is reflected:

MOX N 7T OYE 0P, NAK DY 290 920, 1wh DX T inRn
ARy 5OKY M ,0) "D MIRDM ... PN 12 ’7'7N
P2 YR R by X571 K377 DR MR NI NI NI

.-r‘grsj NIy MRYN

And Hashem said to Moshe: “Behold you will
soon pass on and this nation will arise and fall prey to
the lure of strange nations and trust in them ... And [
will hide My face from them, and they will become as
food [for their enemies], and great evils and troubles
will come upon them; then shall they declare: ‘It is
because my G-d has not been in my midst that these
evils have befallen me’ "’ (Devarim 31:16-17).

We must first establish what is meant by the phrase 15x
yaxia 122 It should be noted that we translated it as “the lure of
strange nations and trust in them,” and not as the “worship of
strange gods.” This interpretation follows Omnkelos, who
translates XyIx mny myv, literally “the temptation of the
nations.”” This translation, rather than the more obvious one of
“idol worship,” reflects the sense of the passage, for we know
(Yoma 69b) that the yeitzer hara for idolatry has long been
eliminated by the Anshei Knesses Hagedolah (the Men of the
Great Assembly). We can only appreciate the gravity of the sin of
straying after ““the lure of strange nations”” when we realize that
only here does the Torah mention the terrifying punishment of
becoming consumed by our enemies. Even the tochachos — the

granted certain privileges to Jews and later revoked them. But the total pattern of
official, legislated rights being eradicated by formal legislation, as discussed in
detail in the article, is a phenomenon uniquely epitomized by Nazi Germany.
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portions of the Torah where G-d rebukes His nation for its sins
and warns of the terrible consequences of evil — do not allude to
such a dire punishment. The ““great evils and troubles” which are
the direct result of trusting and relying upon the gentile world
signify the impetus for the next immediate stage in Jewish
history, a unique point in the teshuvah-repentance process: Then
shall they declare: it is because my G-d has not been in my midst
that these evils have befallen me.?

<5 The First Steps Toward Teshuvah

When we now carefully study the Torah passages quoted,
we will be struck by the Jews’ response to the “great evils and
troubles” which befell them. We know that the viduy —
enumeration of sins — associated with true repentance
necessitates the declaration that ‘I have sinned” in addition to the
specifics of the transgression. Here, there seems to be teshuvah
(repentance); yet, no real admission of wrongdoing has been
made. In effect, what we encounter in this passage, unique in the
Torah, is a kind of teshuvah/non-teshuvah, a leaning toward
teshuvah, yet not quite reaching the point of teshuvah gemurah,
the complete penitence required by the Torah.

The Ramban, in his explication of this passage, grants us the
key to this paradox. He explains that it reflects the very first
stirrings of teshuvah in its nascency. The lowest rung of evil is
the disavowal of wrongdoing. Thus, as Ramban quotes, “Behold I
do judgment with you for saying ‘I have not sinned’ ”’ (Yirmiyahu
2:35), because this is the total rejection of guilt. We know that the
essence of teshuvah is viduy, admission of wrongdoing and
enumeration of sins. Yet, the prophet proclaims that punishment

3. There are two forms of idolatry: following the gods of strange nations and
falling prey to the lure of those nations themselves. We learn from the Targum
upon the words Y%7 121 75K which is: RYIX mny myw, that in Chumash, what
might be taken to be pure idol worship YIXi7 721 75K — in truth refers to the
temptation to follow the ways of the nation itself.

Not elaborated upon in the article is the fact that this Targum translation is
not limited to this passage in Vayeilech. The Targum in general, except for the
phrase o™X oYK in the Ten Commandments, is xyIx mny myv. Thus, the
significance of the Targum and the Rosh Yeshivah’s interpretation hold true
throughout. The phrase in the article, “‘reflects the sense of the passage,” was
used only because the wider ramifications of this Targum were not under
discussion.

Why indeed is the Targum different in the Ten Commandments? The Rosh
Yeshivah discussed this publicly on another occasion (one evening in the
succah). The essence of his talk at that time was that since the terrible decree of
galus was not given until after the occurrence of the Meraglim — the spies who
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