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Selected audio from our listeners

Comments on the Show

Comments on the show 1 click here
Comments on the show 2 click here
Comments on the show 3 click here
Comments on the show 4 click here
Comments on the show 5 click here

Comments on the show 6 click here
Comments on the show 7 click here

Comments on the show 8 click here

Answers to the Questions

Answers to the Question 1 click here
Answers to the Question 2 click here
Answers to the Question 3 click here

Answers to the Question 4 click here

Answers to the question 5 click here

Show Suggestion

Suggestion 1 click here
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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions
Hi,
A few answers to this week's riddles:

1) The Beis Halevi asks this question, and answers that there is a difference between
promising an indefinite matter, which doesn't work, and selling one's bodily service,
which does. In the case of na‘ase v'nishma Bnei Yisrael accepted Hashem as their
master, so it's akin to the latter.
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2) Presumably the Magen Avraham holds, as the Maharsham brings down much later in

Daas Torah (494:1), that being mosif mi‘chol al hakodesh (potentially a d'oraysa) is



more important than making extra sure that there is "temimos" (which is a practice that

first appears among the early acharonim).
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Another explanation brought by Rav Moshe Mordechai Karp (Hilchos Chag B'Chag,
dinei u'minhagim chag hashavuos 17) is that "temimos" tells us that the 50th day must
be mekadesh after all 49 days are fully complete (i.e., after nightfall). For accomplishing
that, kiddush alone is sufficient and ma'ariv may be done earlier.
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3) Rav Asher Anshel Shwartz (Ma'adanei Asher p. 39) gives two answers. The first is
that according to some, gentiles are not obligated to give their lives rather than murder
or commit adultery. So that extra obligation was what they declined. The second answer
is that each of those Torah commandments has many details and extensions that don't

apply to the shiva mitzvos b'nei Noach. So, again, that's what they declined.
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Have a good Yom Tov!
Best,

David Birnbaum

A gut voch,

Thank you for your riddles- it BH kept me busy over YT. | believe that | have answers

for each of them:

1) The Beis Halevi (Drasha 17) addresses this question as to how the proclamation of
'naaseh ve'nishma' is binding if it is a davar she'eino katzuv. he explains that Klall
Yisroel were not being mishabed themselves to individual mitzvos, rather they were
being makneh themselves over as avadim to hakadosh baruch hu. the institution of
avdus is indeeed a parsha in the torah and comes with specific parameterrs and is
therefore not a violation of being a davar she'eino katzuv. (If i can add my two cents-
this yesod of the Bais Halevi resonates with truth when viewed in light of the statement
made by the Tur. The tur writes the 3 rigalim correspond to the 3 avos. Shavuos is
kineged Yitzchak. this is surprising since Yaakov is the Av who represents Torah.

According to the Beis Halevi- the Tur makes perfect sense. Shavuos celebrates our



commitment to Hakadosh Baruch Hu- our dedication as avdei hashem. Yitzchak is the
av who personified this midda; as he is the av who who was a karban lashem; (an
expression of pure commitment) . That is why Shavuos is kineged Yitzchak. This also
explains why Dovid Hamelec plays such a prominent role in the yom tov of shavuos.
Dovid is the paradigm of avdus (which is indicated by the fact that he is always referred
to as an eved- 'Es tzemach dovid avdecha, uveshiray dovid avdecha nihallelcha etc...)

2) Rav Schwab (Parshas Vezos Habracha) asks the question of why Hashem would
give the goyim examples of chiyuvim that goyim are already commanded in when
explaining what is written in the Torah. he expains that what was being offered at Har
Sinai was not individual chiyuvei mitzvos. Rather what was being offered was an
internal yachas to Hashem where the individual is 'programmed’ with a deep desire to
follow the Torah. this unique 'yachas' was being offered even to the goyim. it would
have transformed the entire nature of their sheva mitzvos from a list of 7 rules and
requirements to a relationship where they would be 'nimshach achar ratzon hashem'.
they declined to take advantage of this opportunity

3) There are various opinions regarding the way in which one can be mikabel
tosefes shabbos ve'yom tov. The Shita Mekuvetzes (Brachos 27a) writes that it can not
be done through an informal dibbur but rather needs 'Tefillah' to effectuate it. The
Rambam (Tefillah 3:7) seems to take the position that an early Tefillas Maariv would
not effectuate tosefes shabbos ve'yom tov since Maariv is a reshus and therefore
comes along with certain leniencies- such as being able to be done prior to the actual
zman of layla. This can be the reason why the Magen Avraham is not concerned about
an early Maariv tampering with the requirement of Temimos. The ability to daven early
doesnt effectuate the new day as it is only a function of the leniencies afforded to
Tefillas Arvis. (The Taz would seem to hold like the Shita Mikuvetzes). The Emek
Bracha (P. 264) specifically addresses this issue and paskened that one may daven

early on leil shavuos although he may not make kiddish early).
Thanks again,

Dovie Friedman



Hi thank you so much for the riddles they kept me busy over Yom Tov, | would like to
suggest answers. Riddle 1: the Shelah writes "you should make kiddish late because of
temimos and don't ask me about mariv since you can Daven shabbos afternoon for
motzi shabbos". Some explain that there's no problem in making Y"T early there's
actually a chiyuv tosfos just the mitzvah of sefirah is 50 days which includes shavuos
but we count with kiddush by saying chag shavuos, Mariv is just chovas tefila the ta"z

goes one step further since we mention shavuos.

Riddle 2: the Rambam in next halacha writes that by nesuen it does work since hen
niknin b'amira, matan Torah is Yom chasinosoi with klal yisroel you can make Shibud.

Riddle 3: gemara a"z 2b has a different version that the nations will ask why didn't you
force us like the yiden har k'gigis Hashem will answer you didn't keep the 7 mitzvahs it
wouldn't help forcing for more. | think with this we understand the medrash well that
Hashem specifically tested them with the 7 mitzvahs to see if they're ready for more and
with that they failed.

| would also like to thank you for sending headlines 3 it's an incredible book and we

really enjoy it!
M. Krasz

In regard to the question of aren't the nations already obligated in the mitzvos presented
to them before Matan Torah under the 7 mitzvos,

My father pointed out the gemara in beginning of Avodah Zara 2b which says that after
the nations did not keep the 7 mitzvos, Hashem 'released' them from the obligation in

the form of them not being 'metzuveh v'oseh'.

One can also say that Hashem deliberately chose to offer them the mitzvos that they
were already commanded but weren't keeping, so how could they accept the remaining
606 mitzvos!

Zev Landerer



Hello,
| would like to propose the following suggestions for the Shavuos riddles:

1) Regarding the question of how Klal Yisrael was able to accept the Shibud that was as
yet undefined - the Bais Halevi discusses this question and answers that they were not
accepting the Shibud of the individual Mitzvos - they were accepting upon themselves
the Shibud of Avdus - and as Avadim they would automatically receive the Shibud of
any Mitzvos that came with it.

2) Regarding the Magen Avraham and davening Maariv early - perhaps the Magen
Avraham is not concerned about Maariv because Maariv does not define the end of the
day - the proof being that we say d'avid k'mar avid regarding the Shitah of R' Yehuda
who allows Maariv to be davened from Plag - it would seem that R' Yehuda does not
hold that at Plag it becomes the next day but yet it is fine to daven Maariv at that time,

because davening Maariv does not mean that it is now a new day.

3) Regarding the nations who refused to accept the Torah even though they were told of
Mitzvos that were already part of the 7 mitzvos b'nai Noach - the Meshech Chochmah in
V'zos Habracha discusses something along the same lines and says that when the
nations asked what was in the Torah, they were hoping that when the Torah was given,
the 7 mitzvos would no longer be obligatory for them and would instead become
obligatory only for K'lal yisrael (based on a Gemara in Sanhedrin that says that mitzvos
that were said to the Umos but not repeated at Sinai became chiyuvim only for k'lal
yisrael once the Torah was given.) The Sefer Pri Hasadeh (R' Prag, formerly of
Yeshivas Mercaz Hatorah) connects this with the Gemara that says once Hashem saw
that the nations didn't keep the 7 mitzvos, He was matir them, meaning that He made it
so they only received s'char like an eino m'tzuva v'oseh. Pri Hasadeh explains that the
nations had revealed that their true desire to remove the obligation of the 7 mitzvos.
Although the Meshech Chochmah explains that since Retzicha, Arayos etc. were in fact
repeated at Sinai, they did still apply to the nations, it could be that the nations still
sensed the possibility that they could in theory escape the obligation of the 7 mitzvos,



and indeed in some sense they did lose an aspect of the chiyuv, albeit in the sense that

they no longer received s'char as a metzuva v'osenh.
Best wishes,

Mordechai Shtern

Comments on the Show

In Short, I'm looking forward to a second part, where more "Common Sense" guests
share their opinion. Would love to hear other perspectives on "chesvon hanefesh”,
"Hishtadlut”, "Emuna”.

Also, about the premise that "It's a Mitzvah to go to Meron", and light bonfires, which

you took for granted.
Yair Salem.

Thank you so much for your podcast!



Rabbi David Ashear
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