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Answers to the Questions
Hi, 1 enjoy your shows very much, thank you
My answers for the 3 riddles
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In regard to the question of aren't the nations already obligated in the mitzvos presented
Riddle 1:

A nawn NN is enough of a nawn to make him a wma gy (since he did xonn naTy),
but that does not mean his nnaywere 9on1. Similar to aveiros which are
only "9>nn through death, but that does not mean that one who did such aveiros cannot

be considered a tzaddik until he dies.
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Riddle 2:

The Ramban on sotah refers specifically to namn 'voswn 75— we don’t find anywhere
else that we decide a |1 709 based on a miracle. Whereas by oma 'wai the o1 is only

showing us the nix'xn but itis not a means of deciding a halachic ruling.
(Tvi .yntn '9 ppitm qod)
Riddle 3:

Horav Chaim Kanievsky answers that Shmuel must have killed Agag through others.

Because it was done at his command it is considered as if he did it himself.
(Twr .7 "o X" 'RNN IR DA DR LR IRMY RIPT XNYL)

All the best,



Mendel Kramer

A gut voch. Some answers to this week's riddles:

1) The Minchas Chinuch (Mitzva 364, 1) raises this issue and answers that the
Rambam is referring to atonement for past sins, for which verbal viduy is necessary,
while the gemara in Kidushinis referring to the possibility of his being a tzadik going
forward, which can accomplished by mentally repenting and intending to refrain from

sinning in the future and is independent of the state of atonement of his prior sins.
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2) The answer that came to my mind upon hearing the question is that there is a
difference between the case of a sota, in which the neis is deciding the outcome of the
matter, and tzara'as, in which the neis is its existence but isn't deciding any outcome per
se (if anything, that job would belong to the inspecting Kohen). And indeed Rav Dovid
Kviat (Sukas Dovid, Metzora 12/Vol. 3 p. 173) brings an answer along these lines but
with a twist: he focuses on the word "kavua" and stresses that the difference is that
tzara'as appears as a nais but cannot be "brought on" intentionally. In contrast, the neis
of the sota can be caused to occur at any time to decide the sota's fate by following the
procedures outlined in the Torah. (He then goes on to reconcile this view with two other
nisim that would seem to fit the bill of being able to be effected by human action:
nobody invading Eretz Yisrael during the aliya I'regel and the double bounty in the sixth
year for those who abide by the laws of shmita. He concludes that those two cases are
considered at least partially b'derech hateva and thus sota is still alone as a true neis

that is kavua.)
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3) The first answer that came to my mind upon hearing the question was that Shemual
was relying on "eis la'asos LaHashem hefeiru Torasecha". And indeed the Chizkuni
uses this answer to explain why it was permitted for Shmuel to castrate Agag (according
to those opinions who hold that that is what happened) despite the prohibition to do so.
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Another, somewhat similar answer brought by the Noda B'Yehuda is that the
affirmative mitzva that Shmuel did (killing Amalek) trumped the negative commandment

of becoming tamei meis as a nazir.

D072 0f 937 313 H
2FEY D7 TIED )
W 521 pSp® BIM 173
DESIOES TN NP
om DD Dy oMY
“Esh £0 DIEPYY EE
QIOI) PIE2 0B D)
A third answer brought by the Binyan Shlomo (Siman 10) is that Rav Nehorai, who

holds that Shmuel was a nazir, derives that fact from Shimshon. So perhaps Shmuel

was a nazir in the manner of Shimshon, who was permitted to be metamei b'meis.
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There are additional answers that rely on all sorts of physical workarounds (e.g., a

wooden sword, wearing gloves etc.).

As an aside, those who found this week's episode interesting may also enjoy listening to
the first three "Divergence" themed episodes of the 18Forty podcast hosted by
(previous Headlines guest) Rabbi Dovid Bashevkin. In each episode, he interviews a
parent and child (Rabbi Daniel and Aliza Grama, Robyn and Beniji Frisch and Rabbi
Menachem and Gedalia Penner, respectively) whose lifestyles have diverged
significantly and explores how they dealt with and continue to deal with the resulting

challenges.
Best,

David Birnbaum

Hi! And npwr on all that you do. Your Podcast brings a lot of light to so many people

both directly, and ever more so indirectly.
Attached is my modest attempt to answer the riddle of the week:

1. Q: How does the rambam that says there is no kapara without viduy work with

gemara in kidushin that says hirhur tshuva makes someone a tzadik gamur?

A: Based on the Minchat Chinuch: Tshuva and Kapara are two different things. The
Rambam is saying that if someone is Chozer bitshuva, and is nhow going to go through
the process of Kapara, he needs to do Viduy the same way if someone wants to get
divorced they need to give a Get. However this doesn't mean that the tshuva was not
accepted by HKB, just that the individual still doesn't have Kapara and needs to do

something such as a korban in the time of the mikdash or just viduy today.

2. Q: ramban says sota is the only mitzva that is taluy bnes, however in tazria he says

negaim are not derech hateva.

A: There is a difference between: ntn [ayn M72Ir 012 17N 12T DM 'VOWN ‘D1 'k and Nt

D'NaN 'wa pio,07va DN X797 yava n'xk The Rambans point with sota is that the



kiyum of the mitzva is taluy in a Nes, in negaim the reason the nega exists in the first
place is a Nes, but the way in which the cohen deals with it are the mitzvot and those

are not a Nes. So sota is the only Mitzva in which the outcome is taluy bnes
3. Q: shmuel was a nazir olam, how could shmuel be metame to agag.
A: 3 possible answers:

a. As we see from shimshon, you can be a Nazir olam with only the issur of cutting the
hair, so perhaps he had Nezirut Shimshon. b. Those who hold shmuel was a Nazir may

hold like the position that Kivrey Goyim are not metame.

c. The underlying assumption here is that 77n> aan and therefore will be metame a
Nazir, perhaps that kind of Tuma only applies to kohanim as the tahara of kohanim and
the mikdash in general fall under the idea of n?7nniI N2y N®an 727N D N [DNK N1AN K7

- this might apply to Kohanim and not Nezirim
Thanks again,
Cheers,

Akiva Berger
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