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Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the show
Great topic on Techeiles.

| have a question | just heard you say that "Dome Larakiah" -= why assume it means in

color?

Could it mean that it is Sun Photo activated and the Sun resides in Harakia like it says
in Bereishit?

Argaman is the color it produces in teh dark and Techeiles is the color when the

material sits in teh sun? | saw it at the Techeiles factory presentation in Israel.

Edward Stroh

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein,

Thank you once again for a wonderful show. | feel though that there was not enough
explanation on the show as to why the majority of the Gedolim, and Klal Yisroel, have
rejected the murex in particular, and techeiles in general. | will therefore provide the

listener with some sources for further exploration.

Rav Elyashiv in Kovetz Teshivas 1, 2, explains why we dont accept this new techeiles.
Rav Moshe Sternbuch explains in more detail in a number of places, including Teshives
Vehanhoges 6, 3, why we wont wear techelies in general, and the murex in particular.
An important work from Rabbi Eliezer Hool from Bnei Brak called jit'7nT x'7on discusses
many points questioning the validity of the murex. See also Piskei Teshivas Siman 8
footnote 2 other reasons why we dont wear techeiles at least misafek. See further in
Oruch Hashulchan 9, 12, who clearly says that we won't have techeiles until moshiach

comes.

Tizke Lemitzves,



S Noe

R’ Dovid,

I thoroughly enjoyed your episode this week on Tekhelet. It is crucial to
present both sides of the issue, and to clarify why people do or don't wear
Tekhelet. We have found the main obstacles to the adoption of Tekhelet to
be either a lack of appreciation for Tekhelet as a relevant mitzvah today, or
a feeling that it is only for the “fringe”, but not for mainstream Orthodox
Jews. Your show goes a very long way towards correcting both impressions.

I did feel that one aspect of the argument in favor of Murex Tekhelet was
either overlooked or underplayed, and that is the relatively recent
archeological discoveries of Murex dyed blue in fabrics in Eretz Yisrael. It is
now incontrovertibly clear (and this was not the feeling just 10 years ago)
that Murex dyed BLUE fabrics were being manufactured in the times of
Chazal, and that Chazal must have been aware of such. In the wake of this,
as both the Radzyner and Rav Herzog state explicitly, one must accept that
the Murex is a kosher source for Tekhelet. Even if in the future we uncover
another species that could also dye blue and even if we find that species
being used in ancient times, that will only mean that there are multiple
sources of kosher Tekhelet, but nothing can dislodge the assertion that
Murex is valid.

Best regards and a huge Y'yasher Kochacha on all your work,
Baruch Sterman
CEO & Cofounder of Ptil Tekhelet

Dear Reb Dovid v’



Thank you for your informative show on n%n; it was truly enlightening, as
are all your shows.

I would like to bring to your attention another angle of the n%n debate, one
not commonly found, and possibly found nowhere besides here.

The Rebbe Rashab, Harav Sholom Dovber Schneersohn y™r of Lubavitch
(5621 - 5680) writes a fascinating n2wn to Harav Mordechai Yosef Eliezer
Leiner, the Rebbe of Radzin, successor of his father Harav Gershon Chanoch
o',

In my view, this stands out from other contemporary n%n literature in that
the Rebbe approaches the topic mostly based on 7237, and that interestingly,
he writes that about 20 years before (it would have been after Purim 5649,
and this n2wn was written in 5667) he actually saw the Radziner's pwn at the
(old) Berlin Aquarium while visiting Berlin, though at the time he was
unaware that the Radziner considered this to be the n>n.

Though written to the Radziner, the Rebbe's rationale is applicable to all n%>n
1",

To properly explain and summarize the Rebbe's argument would be difficult,
but in short:

Chassidus (all over, but especially in the omnxn of the Rebbe Rashab)
grapples with Rosh Hashanah that falls on Shabbos, and why we don't blow
shofar.

Yes, ©"m tell us it's because of ymray xnw but Chassidus demands more
explanation, for we don't see such logic applied to other circumstances
often.

Chassidus explains that the shofar is central to a"apn nonon. Each year anew,
we arouse the desire in Hashem to rule over us, first arousing a x»wn of the
world.



Essentially, when Hashem is xwvnn in His world, his desire to rule over us is

aroused.

When we blow shofar, its simple, wordless call pierces the heavens and
arouses o Hw mypn aavn. Thus, Hashem has a 79%9n% wn pxn.

But on Shabbos, %" don't allow us to be pwnn this essential function of 7"4?!

Rather, Shabbos itself is 7wnn. For Shabbos is the ultimate level of xwn; a
shofar isn't necessary to be 1"api 1wn.

And because it can be accomplished without a shofar, therefore 5"n were
wuwn that someone will carry the shofar.

So, if it's not completely necessary, only then are we wwin to ymay xnw.

Now, the Rebbe Rashab compares this key concept in Chassidus to n%n, by
showing that a%2p »"sy we cannot be pwnn the mownia of nvan after naam .

However, we are 1wnn a lower form of this even without n%an.
As such, we are now wwin to mxn oipna XYW X9,

It's not easy to understand at first glance, but I trust that after reading it
several times you'll be able to grasp what the Rebbe is saying.

Interestingly, at the end, he makes your point about xnx.

I attached a scan, but the n2wn can be found at the very beginning of noxw

27w NN Mawn.
7707 NoN23,

Mendel Super



Hi. Thanks so much for your shows. Just curios how would you respond to
what Rabbi Moshe Heinmen said about the %n being a creature that is 7
72w given that this is the opinion of the vast majority of poskim.

JK Blumenfeld

I listened in interest to your show. I have three questions to the murex
proponents.

1) How do they answer the question of tzayid on Shabbos?

2)What was lost in the Mesorah and why did Klal Yisroel stop wearing
Techeilis for centuries if the murex was so readily available off the shores of
Eretz Yisroel all those years and Chazal and Rishonim describe how to make
Techeilis. Was it only the fact that the color turns blue in sunlight?

2)If so many mekoros and Achronim say the Chilazon is a parpura and a
parpura is a snail, why didn't the Radziner Rebbe z"l pick the murex as his
choice. He visited the famous aquarium in Naples and he surely was aware
of it. He also could have changed the purple color to blue through chemicals
like he did with the cuttlefish changing the black color to blue. Yet for some
reason he rejected it.

Y Sochaczewski
Answers to the Questions

All three riddles are addressed in a chapter by a Rav Yechazkel Cohen in a
kovetz called "P'eirei Yerushalayim". To the first two riddles, he answers that
in the case of tzitizis, the tzitzis are a part of the beged, not just a means of
making it wearable, while a mezuzah is simply a requirement to permit living
in the house (but not a part of the house itself). So only in the case of tzitzis
do we say that one should have a talis na'eh. And the same
distinction explains the timing of the shehechiyanu: in the case of tzitzis,



where the beged are "missing a part" until it has the tzitzis, it's made when
the tzitzis are tied on and the beged is "completed". In the case of the kli
that requires tevila, however, it's simply a requirement to permit the use of
the kli, not a part of it (like the mezuzah and the house), so the
shehechiyanu is made at the time the kli is purchased.
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To the third question, he answers later in the same chapter in the name of
the Minchas Shlomo that in the case of a talis the shehechiyanu comes
second because the benefit is solely to the person who purchased the talis
and is thus not a hefsek, while the benefit of fruits (which is really based on
re'iya, or seeing them) are universal and would be a hefsek, so the
shehechiyanu comes first.
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David Birnbaum



Hi

Not sure where to send riddle responses to, and this was the only email
address I heard in the podcast so I'll send them here and hope for the best.

Riddle 1: (sorry for the long answer)

The question simply was why the safek by tevillas keilim whereas by tzitzis
we for sure wait until we put on the tzitzis.

I'm no posek but it could be (unless I am misunderstanding) that the
Mishnah Berurah would say (223: 17) that if you cannot use a kli because it
needs tevillah then you make the shehechiyanu when you actually use the
kli since when you bought it, it needed some form of tikun. So, R Akiva
Eiger’'s safek that’s brought down in the shaar hatziyun might just be a nod
to this very halacha that is not said b’feirush. You said that by keilim you do
it before the tikun and I'm not sure if that seems so clearly to be the psak in
the MB unless elsewhere it's said more outright).

Still, why the safek? Probably because of the tension (at least expressed by
the lashon of the shulchan aruch) that causes this safek. In siman 22 the
shulchan aruch davka says to be mevarech when “v’asa bo tzitzis” while in
223 he says you do it at shaas hakinyan because the bracha is a product of
simchas halev b’shaas kniyasan. By tzitzis we have the stars align that you
accomplish tikun habeged and your’e accomplishing the mitzvah that's why
we're so certain there that you’ll make the bracha at that point (especially to
be yotzeh the deos hasovrim that your’e mevarech at shaas asias
hamitzvah). Yet by keilim chadashim we have a tension where you're
greatest excitement will be when you buy the kli and I'maiseh that’s when
you should be making the bracha yet the technicality of tevillas keilim
prevents doing so, so you have this tension as to when to make the bracha:
when you are most excited or when you can actually use it. So by tzitzis we



have a very clear point that makes a lot of sense whereas by keilim we don't
have that equivalent point where you can check multiple boxes.

The question might be, however, then why is shaas hakniah considered
shaas simchas halev when you buy keilim (and even begadim stam) in
siman 223 which is an omitted factor from siman 22. It could be that by
keilim the simcha is the purchase of the kli and you’re excited to use the Kkli.
So ain hachi nami that by keilim you'll need tevillah but that’s just a
necessary step to allow you to use the vessel but your excitement is the
vessel itself. Still, we might want to fit the paradigm of tzitzis where we wait
until it's raui to be used so that’'s why we would wait until tevillah, but
tevillah is certainly not peak simcha when shehechiyanu is supposed to be
made, and that’s where the safek comes from. By tzitzis when you buy the
beged you're ikur excitement is not the beged purchase but the joy you’ll get
from wearing tzitzis so even when you buy the beged there’s no impetus to
make the bracha that moment cause that’s not peak excitement compared
to the excitement you’ll have when vyou're putting tzitzis on and
accomplishing the mitzvah; this also would explain why the shulchan aruch
doesn’t mention the inyan of simcha by tzitzis.

Riddle 2: This one’s a bit easier

Answer is that by tzitzis the tzitzis and beged all become the cheftza shel
mitzvah and that’s why we need zeh keili both on the beged and on the
tzitzis because the entire cheftza shel mitzvah is now the tallis. That is not
true by a mezuzah and a house. Even when you put up a mezuzah, the
house doesn’t become a cheftza shel mitzvas mezuzah, its just the
mechayev.

Riddle 3:

One answer is that by peiros, m’‘dina d’'gemara the bracha should be made
when you see the fruit so even though nowadays we make the bracha when



we eat the fruit we will keep that mold of saying shehecheyanu before the
bracha.

But by tallis, where m’dina we don’t say shehechiyanu at shaas hakinyan b/c
it still needs tikun, and this would also be the case where you didnt already
make the bracha at shaas asias hatzitzis (like discussed earlier). So here you
would be mevarech on the levisha, we thus make the bracha on levisha first.

Second is that by tzitzis/tallis, its the mitzvah of tzitzis that is gorem the
bracha of shehechiyanu so we’ll give precedence to the bracha on the
mitzvah. But by birkos hanehenin, where its just the fruit that's gorem of
both birkos hanehenin and shehechiyanu (the former bc of the hanaah adn
the latter cause of the simcha), we’ll do the nehenin second because of the
chashash hefsek or at least keeping that as a concern in mind.

Thank you,

Noah Meimoun

Hi thanks so much for the riddles they really are getting more challenging!!

I would like to suggest one answer to all 3 riddles, that the 4 cornered Talis
that we wear is only because of the mitzvah otherwise nobody wears it.
Therefore it's a chefetz shel mitzvah and it's understandable why we should
make a nice beged unlike a house for mezuzah. For the same reason you
can't make shechyanu until you put on tzitzis for that is the whole purpose
of this beged but keilim even if I can't use it it's a side reason so mishna
Brura has sofek. With this we can also understand why M"B says we make
shechayanu after tzitzis since it's not just on beged like a fruit where it
might be considered hefsek, rather like a shechayanu on a mitzvah like
shofar and lulav where we always make after the birchas mitzvah since it
has Shayches to the mitzvah it's not considered hefsek.

Meir Krasz



Shalom R’ Dovid,
Some thoughts on the riddles this week:

1) a) The purpose of the tallis is to wear it. Until there is tzitzis the beged
cannot be used for its function. A kli on the other hand can already give the
owner haanah just by having a beautiful dish on display.

B) The tallis is not completed yet, it is simply not a finished product until the
tzitis are placed on it, the kli is a totally finished kli but is just lacking the
tevlia.

2) a)The whole purpose of the tallis is the mitzvah, so it then follows that
there be an inyan if ze keli, as opposed to a house where the house is Stam
a house and now you happen to have a chiyuv if mezuza. You're not building
the house in order to put there mezuza on. Therefore it's not as connected
to the mitzvah.

B) based on rashi in beraishis (9:23) it sounds like the actual tallis is part of
the mitzvah.

3) I would suggest that by a tallis the whole reason for the tallis is the
mitzvah, and similarly by shechiyanu on a sukkah we make the Bracha after
gefen because the whole essence of what you’re doing is for the mitzvah, so
in these cases it's very clear that the Bracha of shechiyanu is part of the
mitzvah and therefore not a hefsek, but by food since you’re Stam eating
food not davka for a mitzvah purpose it might seem like a hefsek for the
achila.

Abie Husney



The difference between talis noeh and a nice house is as follows. We make
the Brocho myxa nuvnnb, even though we don't wrap ourselves with the
Tzitzis. From this we see that through putting nx’x on the Tallis it elevates
the Talis and the Tallis itself becomes a mun w x¥on. Proof to this idea can be
brought from the Gemara
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This shows that the n'x'x effects the whole Taa. Therefore since the Tallis is a part of the
Mitzva it should be nxa.

NAIRL NIt
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