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Selected audio from our listeners

Answers to the Questions

Answers to the Question 1 click here
Answers to the Question 2 click here
Answers to the Question 3 click here
Answers to the Question 4 click here
Answers to the Question 5 click here
Answers to the Question 6 click here
Answers to the Question 7 click here
Answers to the Question 8 click here
Answers to the Question 9 click here
Answers to the Question 10 click here
Answers to the Question 11 click here
Answers to the Question 12 click here
Answers to the Question 13 click here
Answers to the Question 14 click here
Answers to the Question 15 click here
Answers to the Question 16 click here
Answers to the Question 17 click here
Answers to the Question 18 click here

Answers to the Question 19 click here
Answers to the Questions 20 click here

Answers to the Questions 21 click here
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Comments on the Show

Comment 1 click here

Show Suggestions

Suggestion 1 click here
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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions

1) Rashi end of Kiddushin (70a) there are 2 Eliyahus- one who lived and
whos life is described in Nach and another who is purely spiritual and is
basically a malach. It is the physical one who lived that will come to
herald mashiach and so has to worry about techum. However, the one at the
bris is (just) a malach/spiritual one and therefore not subject to issurey
techumim.

2) moshe's malchus of was a sherara of Torah and therefore not subject to
yerusha. see chasm sofer 1:13 that says the same about rabbanim for this
reason, based on Yumo 72B

Thanks a lot for your awesome podcasts! They're very engaging and topical.
Keep them coming please.

PS: just a suggestion- would you be able to say the best answer for the
riddles every week? I think that will make things so much more interesting,
to hear the right answer after thinking about a question for a few days.

Rafi M.

Regarding the problem of Eliyahu Hanavi coming to brissim on shabbos and
the issur of techumim, see Teshuvos Chasam Sofer (nx 0 1 pon) who
addresses this issue:
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Zev Landerer

Dear Reb Dovid *w
Thank you for the programs.
In response to the riddles:

1. When the Gemorah talks about Moshiach coming, it refers to Eliyahu
coming as a Navi. But when Midrash refers to Eliyahu, it says nman 8. As a
&9 he wouldn't have the halachic restrictions so he can travel to every Bris
even from outside the pmnn.

2. The 2™ n"x 90 onn n"w writes that Moshe's children must have had the
same qualities as Yehoshua. The proof is that Moshe would only ask for the
qualities of the successor that his children had. But Hashem wanted it to go
to Yehoshua because he was around Moshe more. Yet with Aron we see that
Elazar took over because it works with 7173905 but not with 70 2ns.

Kol Tov

Levi Silman

1. Eliyahu at a bris - a bris b’zman is doche Shabbos and Eliyahu brings a
healing for the baby which is pikuach nefesh. Both valid reasons to show up
on Shabbos.



2. The children will get the yerusha as long as they are chachamim k’sas
because it is a parnasa. They have to be yirai shamayim and chachamim to
a level in order to be successful.

When it comes to Yehoshua, he was the Baal hamesorah. When it comes to
carrying the mesorah and transmitting it to the next generation, you need
the one with their heart completely in it that lives their life for it and spends
every moment in their teachers tent.

Once again, Yasher koach on your work! I really enjoy the podcast.
Amir
Some answers to the riddles of the week:

1) Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv asks this question (Shiurei Maran Hagaon Rav
Yosef Shalom Elyashiv, page 14) and answers with a "mima nafshach": if the
bris cannot be done on Shabbos without Eliyahu present, then he is like
machshirei mila that cannot be done before Shabbos, for which Shabbos can
be violated and he can travel outside his techum. And if the bris can go on
without him, then he can simply "stay home" and there's no need for him to
leave his techum to come to the bris altogether.
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Rav Elyashiv also references the Chasam Sofer, who asked this question
over a hundred years earlier (Chiddushei Chasam Sofer, Eruvin 43b) and
answered that Eliyahu is only bound by halacha when he appears to people
in a corporeal, human form (e.g., when he arrives as Mashiach). Since
Eliyahu appears at a bris in an ethereal, non-hmuan form, he has the status
of a malach and the laws of techumin don't apply.
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2) A couple of possible answers to this question come to mind. The first is
that the Midrash Tanchuma (Pinchas, 11) relates that Hashem told Moshe
quite clearly that his sons "were not osek in Torah". As difficult as it is to
understand, perhaps his sons truly were not even "chachamim ketzas".
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Another possible answer is that they were "chachamim ketzas", but could
not--as the Rama requires, based on the Rambam--fill Moshe's position in
terms of yiras shamayim. This seems quite likely, as per the gemara
(Brachos 33b) yiras Hashem was a "small thing" to Moshe.

NG DB NN PRIDDR 3 O3 RITET i § D R N 80 e S v 1een

RIIT YT RYT NATER RADD DB NN IR NS BR YD Tapn S iR 1 S g

RV T ARTC ORRY OOR DR S22 W ORI a3 Aapd H PR Y 12 oo 4 o

Hem SmaH non owpane o Sn RN A KN T YIS B IR TEw
927 M® M e R TPORD oTR EmTE ST %0 Yhpenh PR P 0Ty on

Finally, a number of acharonim, such a Rav Shmuel Wosner (Shevet Halevi
4:28), say that Moshe passing down the role to Yehoshua was an
exceptional situation altogether and thus cannot be brought as proof
that torah leadership is not passed down through inheritance (as is done by
the Chasam Sofer).
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A full treatment of this topic can be found on pages 420-23 of (repeat
sponsor) Headlines 3 by Rav Dovid Lichtenstein

Best,

David Birnbaum

In answer to your question about Eliyahu HaNavi being required to appear at
every Bris Milah even on Shabbos, and yet we see that regarding being
mevaser about Mashiach, it seems that Eliyahu is restricted by Techum
Shabbos, the Chasam Sofer says that there are 2 different giluyim of Eliyahu
HaNavi- a physical manifestation which comes to herald in Mashiach, and



since he is in a physical form is subject to techum shabbos. But the Eliyahu
which appears (or doesn't "appear" as it were) by every bris, since it is only
a ruchani giluy, a spiritual manifestation, as we do not actually see him by
the bris, this is not restricted by techum Shabbos.

Thanks for a fantastic shiur week after week.
Yitzchak Pinkus

Yerushalayim

By bris he knows there would be a bris so he comes Erev Shabbos, but by
the Geula it depend on us so he can't know if we would be Zoche so to come
before Shabbos.

Isaac Saban

Hi,
Here are my answers to the riddle of the week:

1) The simple answer is that the issue of Eliyahu coming is only when
Eliyahu’s physical body actually comes to be mevaser the geulah, but there’s
no issue of techumin for him to come in a ruchniyus-dik way at the bris.
Same reason why it's not a problem of techumin that some understand he
shows up at our seder on Pesach night.

2) The rule is only that a son takes his father’s place if he’s memaleh mekom avosav
beyir'ah. Even Moshe Rabbeinu’s sons couldn’t have the same level of yiras
shamayim as Moshe Rabbeinu himself who spoke peh el peh to Hashem and
who therefore viewed yiras shamayim as a “milsa zutresa” (Brachos 33b).
Since the sons weren’t memaleh mekomo beyirah, the rabbanus reverted
automatically to the most fit candidate, who in this case was Yehoshua.



Thanks.

Nechama Dembitzer

Hi my name is sruly modes, and I would like to submit answers to the
weekly riddles.

1. The chasam sofer explains that when eliyahu comes to a bris he appears
as a malach, therefore there is no reason he can't come on shabbos as
malachim aren't mechuyiv in mitzvos. However by the geula, his guf will be
returned to his neshma and he will appear as a regular person, therefore he
won't be able to be mechal shabbos by coming.

2. The chasam sofer explains that the rambam is talking davka about
"sherarah", meaning all regular jobs, even in kli kodesh like gabai chazon
ect, that they all have a din yerusha. However the one exception is the area
of "rabanus", as we find that the "kesser torah" is unique in the sense that
"yavo hakol veyital", and is therefore not shaich to the parsha of yerusha.

1. I don't know if you ever made a shabbos bris (we did), of course we put
up eliyahu hanavi for shabbos.

(perhaps said in a facetious way. the meat of the answer is that 3775 7 nyw»
1Pv: when it comes to mashiach coming, there is no advanced warning. so
eliyahu cant travel before shabbos. But my parents travelled to the bris in
advance, and so can eliyahu)

2. Rav Asher weiss brings from the chasam sofer who brings this exact
raayah that there is no yerushah b'rabbanus. however, as you noted, the
rama does sound like there is yerusha. so what to do with Moshe rabbeinu?



A. Yehoshua was a talmid ,a talmid is like a son and can be yoresh
rabbanus. (note that Rav Asher has a chiddush that yerusha brabbanus is
not 1 regular yerusha, but rather a special halacha of rix1xi7, that his son is
mipna op, if so who is more worthy to be vpnaop than a devoted talmid?)

B. The avnei nezer quotes the medrash rabbah that 77n2 oy 821 0% aws i3,
and therefore werent »x1 whatsoever to the yerusha, certainly a chiddush.

C. The avnei nezer has a chiddush that whenever there is a machlokes over
the yerusha b'rabbanus, the yerusha is batel. in a similar vein, the shem
mishmuel writes that the yerusha is battel if its not accepted by the
majority. If hashem wants vur to replace nwn, certainly the majority would
favor that as well.

Kol Tuv

Eliezer Snow

Shalom: I think the first answer is due to mitzvas aseh doche lav/mitzvaso
b’kach. This has to specifically understood as only by brissim b’zmano. If we
are willing to break Shabbos by an issur kares, all the more so the lav of
techum.

For the second answer, we see from the transition of Shaul to Dovid and
Dovid to Shlomo, that the malchus is not an automatic right to the oldest
son. Further, the selection of the next melech is, at least in those cases, al pi
the Navi, and the best answer is always selected for our leader. That is also
what happened between Moshe and yehoshua. Additionally, talmid muvhak
has the status of a son, so perhaps another reason to give the
malchus/leadership to Yehoshua.

Thanks,

Menashe Shapiro



Hi 1st I have to thank you for the show every week!
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Hope I am not too late...
Shaul greenfeld
444 park Ave Brooklyn New York 11205

“Yup Williamsburg’ and yes you got it right ‘Satmar’ and I enjoy every week
your shows!!!

R’ Dovid,

Regarding your first riddle, I have a question. Why do people tend to
conflate the physical and spiritual worlds? To say that Eliyahu would be
traveling from up there... (and referring to physical travel, covering actual
physical distances)... Or people talk about the beis hamikdash coming down
from heaven, as if it's up there in a cloud or in outer space - as opposed to
phasing in to a physical existence/dimension from its spiritual one. Is onw
really sometimes the heavens and sometimes the sky? Or are we somewhat
stuck by modern knowledge - maybe people used to really think heaven was
up there and gehinom was down there, etc. - but nowadays we have to
assume that the -imin o»w is really not part of the physical world that we
know, but something different (although of course possibly explainable by



future science, in which case, conceptually the -nwi1 o%v will either be
relatively larger, or be understood as the world observable by our five
senses).

Thanks, Kol Tuyv, etc.

Gavriel Kuritzky

Comments on the Show
Show Suggestions

Lchvoid R Dovid shlita,

Allow me to preface this email by expressing my sincere appreciation for
your Headlines podcast. In a world with many confusing narratives, I really
enjoy a podcast that tries to put current events, both secular and religious,
in their proper contexts. In addition, you manage to book an
extremely diverse group of guests, many of whom are literally the titans of
their respective fields. This not only lends the arguments much more
credibility, but also provides great nuance and clarity.

I would also like to take the opportunity to thank you for your contributions
and participation in ensuring the success of the PCS program. I am currently
a student in the Ms in Accounting program (through FDU), and it brings me
great joy to report to you that it is truly a phenomenal program. To be able
to receive a degree with AACSB accreditation while still learning two sederim
a day is incredible.

Now to the primary purpose of this communication. The plight of Uygher
muslims (pronounced Wee - gur) is eerily familiar. One of the questions that
used to haunt me about the holocaust is how so many in the world stood idly
by, while 12 million people - 6 million of them Jews - were rounded up and
annihilated, many for the crime of practicing the wrong religion.
Unfortunately, I'm starting to gain some clarity. There are videos (please see


https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__drive.google.com_file_d_1Wp5z5IaS-5FIKfLSj0bzg0eV5MiqT6Eouz_view-3Fusp-3Ddrive-5Fweb&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=WYSIT85BmaqjDDiTg2oWelb5EzAaCDDRKk-Kk9wTgGJ2cJWRrOiV2gRTOAoLtX_A

attached) of Uyghers being rounded up with their heads shaved in literal
train stations before being shipped off to concentration camps. A simple
google search will inform you of what's happening in those camps. Organ
Harvesting. Forced sterilization. And many more atrocities. In fact there is a
recent story of a shipment of 13 tons (!) of human hair that was impounded
by custom officials in Newark NJ. Hair from the scalps of Uyghurs to be sold
for the CCPs profit.

I was wondering if you perhaps considered covering this topic on a podcast.
You generally do not shy away from covering thorny issues, in fact you
usually embrace them. That's part of what makes your podcast so great. I
do understand many large corporations have shied away from being critical
of China, namely Apple, Disney, the NBA and more, to protect profits. My
impression of you however is that you "bow the knee" to no one (except the
ribono shel olam), and you have the objective agenda to cover any issues
you deem worthy.

Looking forward to hearing from you and your thoughts on the matter.
All the best,

Eli Levin


https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__drive.google.com_file_d_1Wp5z5IaS-5FIKfLSj0bzg0eV5MiqT6Eouz_view-3Fusp-3Ddrive-5Fweb&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=WYSIT85BmaqjDDiTg2oWelb5EzAaCDDRKk-Kk9wTgGJ2cJWRrOiV2gRTOAoLtX_A
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