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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions
Hi,
Some answers to this week's riddles:

1) This question is first asked by the Maharda"m. One answer, brought by Rav Meir
Simcha of D'vinsk (Meshech Chochma, Devarim 11:31), is that Moshe had already
fulfilled the mitzva of yishuv Eretz Yisrael by being in the portions of Bnei Gad and Bnei
Reuven across the yarden, which is already considered Eretz Yisreol for purposes of

the mitzva.
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Another answer, given by Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky (Emes L'Yaakov, Devarim 3:25), is

that Moshe was patur from yishuv Eretz Yisrael because he was a Levi (though he ends



with a tzarich iyun, presumably because of the novelty of his conclusion that all Leviim

and Kohanim are patur from yishuv Eretz Yisroel).
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2) This question was asked by the Tashbe"tz six centuries ago (Chelek 3, teshuva 82),

who offers a cryptic answer broadly referencing the gemara (makkos 8b).
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The Yad Avraham (Siman 336, Seif 1) answers (and claims that the Tashbe'tz's allusion
is also saying) that the doctor is different because he didn't actually do the mitzva if the



outcome was that the person died. Contrast that to the case of the talmid where, as

tragic as the outcome may have been, that act itself was a mitzva at the time it occured.
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What's a bit odd to me is that at the end of his response, the Yad Avraham claims that
an answer brought by the Birkei Yosef is "rachok v'dachuk”. But looking at the
Birkei Yosef (Siman 336, Seif 1), it appears his answer is more or less the same as that
brought by the Yad Avraham, just worded a bit differently. Perhaps a smarter and more
learned Headlines listener can help distinguish between the two answers, since clearly
the Yad Avraham saw them as different.
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3) This question is asked by Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld (Salmas Chaim, Responsa

83), who answers that the difference is that, unlike in the case of a fruit that will not be

available after tisha ba'av, a pregnant woman or sick person can eat the fruit now and

make (or hear) the shehechiyanu later. He also answers that since nobody else is

eating new fruits and making a shehechiyanu, the sick person doesn't feel the

happiness that would be required to say shehechiyanu (the same would presumably

apply to a pregnant woman as well).
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Rav Chaim Kanievsky (cited in the Sefer Kara Alai Mo'ed by a Rav Yosef Septimus,
page 18) offers a similar answer: that since the sick person (and, again, presumably the
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pregnant woman) are eating the food out of a concern for their health, they aren't
actually enjoying it enough to say shehechiyanu.
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David Birnbaum
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Hi, here are my answers to the riddle of the week:

1) In answer to the first riddle, the Meshech Chochmah beginning of Re’eh answers that
Moshe was already fulfilling the mitzvah of yishuv eretz yisrael, since they had already
conquered the area of Sichon and Og where Reuven, Gad + half of Menasheh would
live. That area too is included in the mitzvah of yishuv eretz yisrael, so Moshe wouldn’t

have wanted to go into Eretz Yisroel for that reason.

2) In answer to the 2nd riddle, the Birkei Yosef 336:6 suggests that the only time a
doctor goes into galus is when he made a mistake in the way he treated the patient,
while the Rebbe hitting the child was doing exactly what all rebbeim did, and is thus
comparable to a doctor who gives the correct treatment, who also wouldn’t be goleh.
[See Birkei Yosef 336:7 who quotes an answer from Tashbeitz 3:82, but Birkei Yosef is

unsure whether it’s correct.]

3) In terms of the third riddle, the Shu”t Hisorerus Teshuva 347 answers that when one
happens to eat a special fruit during the three weeks, he still has simchah from eating a
new fruit, so a shehechiyanu is necessary. The same is true about a pidyon haben.
However, when a pregnant woman or sick person has to eat a new fruit against their will
to stay healthy, they don’t get simchah out of it, since they’'d prefer to be healthy like
everyone else, so they therefore don’t make a shehechiyanu. [Based on dirshu
541:122.]

YONI RABINOVITCH

Hi my name is sruly modes and | would like to submit answers to the weekly riddles.

1. The ragochavor says a yesod that the mitzva of yeshuv haaretz is based on the
mitzva of kevishos haaretz. He adds that according to this shevat levi who was
excluded from kivush must of also been excluded from yishuv. If so moshe was a levi
and therefore excluded from the mitzva of yeshuv haaretz.



2. In the case of a rebbi hitting, the main purpose is for chinuch, and although it surely
wasn't his intent for the student to die, nevertheless the actual hit was still for a mitzva.
However in the case of the doctor, the mitzva is to save a life, if he ends up killing the
patient, his actions were clearly not life saving measures, and although he had good

intentions, nevertheless we see retroactively that what he was doing was not a mitzvah.

3. The chasam sofer explains that even thought the cholah may eat the fruit, since it's
still assur for everyone else, and the cholah is only eating it for a refuah and not for the
pleasure of the actual fruit, this is not considered a achilah of simcha rather a achilah of

tzar and agmas nefesh.

Dear Reb Dovid,

1) This is the question of the Maaseh rokeach quoted by the Birkey Yosef, (referenced
in the Yad Yehuda to SHA YD (336)). The Birkey Yosef answers that an expert medical
professional who, even in hindsight, believes he did the right thing, is pattur from galus.
The only time he is chayiv is when he realizes that he made a mistake. A father and
teacher who accidentally Kill, like the expert doctor, are assumed to have done what
they were supposed to do; the death was therefore unavoidable and so they are not
responsible. Yad Yehuda actually answers like your hava amina! (only a mitzvah to hit a

son/student, not a mitzva to practice medicine unless it works).

2) There is a difference between Shehechiyanu on a mitzvah and on a new item. See
Eruvin 40B that says that Shehechiyanu on a new item is only rishus but on a mitzvah is
a chova. Rama in OHC 223, 1 says that people are therefore lenient about
shehechiyanu on new items. Commenting on Rama in hilchus chanuka (676, 2), the
Gra says that there is a din of over liasiyasan for shehechiyanu on a mitzva. However,
we find the opposite when it comes to shehechiyanu on new items-for example, the
SHA harav says (12,4) to make it only after putting on the new clothing etc. Therefore, if
you are making a pidyon haben, you need to make the bracha, but if a mi'uberes eats a

new food, she should not make the shehechiyanu bc it is only a rishus.



3) The gemara answers that moshe went there to fulfill mitzvos so maybe this is one of
the mitzvos that moshe wanted to fulfill. Also, Moshe could not have been mitzuve in
yishuv eretz yisroel, so it would have only been as an eino mitzuveh vi‘'oseh, who only
gets schar in accordance with the extent of the Ta'am hamitzva (see koveitz shiurim end
of kiddushim). Since its mistaber that the ta'am hamitzva of yishuv eretz yisroel is to

fulfill the mitzvos hatiluyos ba'aretz, so its not adding anything to the gemaras answer!
Thanks for your great shiurim!

Best,

Rafi M.

Talmud, Yeshiva Shel Ma'aleh

Comments on the Show

Dear R' Dovid Shilita,

| heard what your argument against Rabbi Cohen's argument. What | fail to understand
is that the extra harchaka is an action of extra tznius. How is placing a wig which looks
like real hair be an extra midda of Tzenius? In fact, dare | say, many will turn their heads
and react 'l thought she was married?"

Secondly, the RMBM says clearly that das Yehudis is something extra which Bnos
Yisroel have taken upon themselves, This is not a chok but a matter of Tzenius. The
Maharam Chagiz is simply elaborating on the RMBM but his words are very sound. If
we were speaking about a Mitzva whose reason does not concern us then you might
have a valid point. But this is not the case. And especially in a Derabanan, there is a
reason behind the Takana. Can you suggest an alternative Peshat?

Yours truly,

Emmanuel



Hi Rabbi Lichtenstein,

Thank you so much for the weekly podcast. | really enjoy it. Kol Hakavod for all your
efforts. | just want to raise a point about the lace top sheitel podcast. The main topic
was maris ayin. My wife is a sheitel machar and she said every lace top shaitel that she
has washed and set is see-through by the part. She told me that the only way to not see
the woman's actual hair through the part is if she parts her actual hair on the same
exact line (which most women try to do). | know Dini from Dini's wigs said that her
company does not remove the hair from "the part" but that is apparently not the case

when it comes to other sheitel manufacturers.
Best Regards
Boruch L.
Show Suggestions

Shalom R' Dovid,

| hope you are doing well, and that your summer is off to a good start. | was reading an
article on matzav.com today, and thought it would be a very interesting topic for a
headlines Podcast show. The article contained a video on artificial intelligence and a
new brain implant technology being developed by Elon Musk. It would be interesting to
learn how and how halacha would view such a procedure and to hear a greater halachic
approach to artificial intelligence. Please find the article attached below. Have a great
Shabbos.

https://matzav.com/watch-how-musks-neuralink-brain-implants-works/

Rabbi Dov Chastain
Assistant PrincipalJudaic Studies Teacher

www.derechhatorah.org



http://matzav.com/
https://matzav.com/watch-how-musks-neuralink-brain-implants-works/
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