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Answers to the Questions

Answers to the Question 1 click here
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Selected emails from our listeners

Answers to the Questions

The Gimmel and Tes are not together in the Torah, although they are
together in the Mishneh.

Jack Stroh

Shalom Aleichem,

Shavua Tov! The only two letters not in the Torah are gimmel and tet. I
learned this last week while studying the Ben Ish Hai in honor of his
hilula/yahrtzeit last week, I believe I found it in his words on Ki Teitzei. He
may have said it in the name of the Gr"a, but the idea was that since Gittin
separate man from woman - which is certainly not an ideal, even if there is a
process for gittin - the Torah did not want to put those two letters together.
I believe that even though some have actually found other letters which do
not appear next to each other, and even though "get" doesn't only
necessarily relate only to issues of sefer kritut, the deeper reasoning about
the pain of separation and the associations we have with "get" holds true
either way and justify the letters not coming together.

Eliezer/Loren Berman, Los Angeles/Philadelphia
Answer to the riddle

A

Because this letters shows separation

Moshe Eshkenazi



Hi,

In response to the riddle this week, the Vilna Gaon (Divrei Eliyahu, Gitin 2a)
notes the custom to write a get on 12 lines due to the gematria of gimel and
tav equaling 12, but asks why we didn't use some other letter combination
to get there. In response, he says that those two letters were chosen
because they never appear next to each other in the Torah, a sign of the
couple-splitting nature of a get.
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But it's actually a bit more complicated, because there are actually some
additional combinations that don't appear anywhere, specifically gimel-kuf,
zayin-tav, zayin-tzadi, zayin-samech and samech-tzadi. To this, Rav Chaim



Kanievsky answers that gimel-tav are the first non-appearing letter pair.
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In truth, I'm not sure why the other non-combinations are really a question
on the Vilna Gaon: the way he asks his question (why we can't use other
letters that equal to 12) makes clear that his premise is that the number of
lines came first and the name "get" later. If so, then the other non-
appearing combinations--none of which equal 12--aren't really an issue.

Best,
David Birnbaum

Letters never together are » and v said by the Vilna Goan because a ux
shouldn’t happen (we don’t want a kium of it from the Torah).

Thanks for the show. Would love to speak one day, especially on the topic of
shidduchim

Micah Friedland



There are actually 4 different pairs letters that are never together

But I believe you are looking for vy and 'on explains we learn out you need
12 lines in a vx from v-a

Yitzchak Kapetas
Dear Reb Ari
Thank you for another wonderful program.

The answer to the riddle can be found in the *vp% 7n2 *vp» 790 in the name of
orun nak (see attached).

The nmn calls a divorce mpm> 290 and %"m call it a vx. The letters 5 and v
appear nowhere together in the 7mn. This is because wvx symbolizes
separation so the letters are not together.

Kol Tov

Levi Silman

Hi,

In response to last week’s riddle, the only two letters that are always
separated from one another are gimmel and tes. This is because those
letters together make v3, and the lesson is that the letters which separate a
husband and wife from each other should be kept as far away from each
other as possible.



Kol Tuv,

Miriam Dembitzer

Hi my name is Sruly modes & I would like to answer/comment on the riddle
for show 336. Regarding part 1, it appears to me that there may be some
sort of mistake in the way the question was posed to find "the only such set
in the torah". In truth there are actually 5 such sets, namely the letters uv"s
o"rv"r p"x and x"r all never appear in the torah side by side, or in the entire
Tanach for that matter, (as brought down by R' chaim kanievsky).

The 2nd part of the riddle can possibly be answered based on the famous
villna goan that the reason chazal refer to a "shtar geirushin" as a wx is
because the letters v"s never appear in the entire tanach side by side,
therefore it's a very appropriate name for something symbolic of separation
("peirud").

It appears from the goan that by the Torah not placing these letters together
its a sign (siman) that apparently the word uvx is symbolic of separation.

Although at first glance this only answers v, we can answer the others
based on R' chaim's understanding that the goan is not saying that uvx is the
only such phenomenon rather the earliest such set of letters.

Based on the above explanation it would seeming appear that there are 5
sets of letters symbolic of separation, with vx being the first, (indeed the
mefarshim say that all 1st time appearance in the torah are the most
symbolic).

However in truth this is not a complete answer, as one can argue that the
goan is not saying that by not finding these letters together its a "siman"
that it must equal some sort of peirud, rather after the fact that the torah
was never "mitzaref" these "oisios" to each other, that in it of itself makes it
symbolic of peirud ("sibah"). However it remains unanswered why the torah



itself never puts these letters together in the first place.

There is a way to answer the riddle based on tosfos in gitten that the reason
its called a v is rooted in the word's literal definition "shtar", combined with
its numerical value of 12, which is reference to a "shtar geirushin" which has
12 lines. According to this we can say that the torah never puts together the
letters which spell out a word which by definition means a way of divorce
which is symbolic of separation (this answer is only according to tosfas,
however the goan implies that the word vx only came to its current definition
after the fact that it's letters were never placed together). Another possible
answer can be based on the reason given by the marals brother in why the
letters o"x never appear together, as the torah refrains from spelling out
"gayva" which is contrary to hashems very essence, (I didn't count this with
the others as these letters do appear together in the opposite order). Here
too we can say the torah refrains from spelling out a word which is contrary
to hashems essence of shalom. However this will only answer v and not the
other 4 sets.

The two oisyos that are never found next to each other in the torah are
gimmel and tes which combined would spell "get" the divorce contract
written in the torah as a sefer krisos

Menashe Steele
The answer to this week's riddle is the two letters gimel and Tes

They are the two letters that you will never find together in the Torah. The
reason is because they represent the word get, which is a divorce document
which represents a couple that will not remain together.



Hi,
Thanks so much for an amazing podcast! We think the two letters are 1 and

v. We're not sure why not but we know that because of this we call a
separation a wx. Because they had no connection so too these letters also.

This is just our guess.
Continue your amazing work

In response to last weeks riddle- the gimmel and the tes are never next to
each other in the torah. Hashem doesnt even want to suggest that there is
ever a possibility of separating from his precious nation klal yisroel.

Aryeh Pollack



