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Hello my name is Sruly modes and I would like to submit answers to the 8
riddles

nrs

1. A) The 5% by all wa1np is "1 anx pon px"/, and we are therefore naw Homn
even for a very far out 2. However, when two doctors rule that it's safe to
fast the words of the opposing doctor are null and void, as the xw: says " px
1w opna R Mat". Therefore, it's not even considered a poo (as the omnax noma
explains based on a m2°nm that since two opposing doctors tell us it's for sure
not a danger we conclude that the assessment of the one doctor is certainly
wrong). However, by a more standard case of wsi np» where there are no
clear opposing indicators, as small as the danger may be it still remains a x

and therefore ann to be naw 5%nn, (as 2"¢r qvavx w71 holds by all wa: mp» that



when a chance is so minue, namely under a ten percent chance, it's mox to
be naw Ynn, as although we are wwin by woi1 mps for a very small possibility, it
still has to be considered a real 7x).

Addition: Hi, I just wanted to add to my 1st answer (not change, just bring
out the answer in a clearer way), that R' chaim brisker explains by a psak
beis din, that unlike a standard rov were the halacha is that we aren't
choshed for the tzad meut, here the meut is completely batul to the ruv, and
as if the meut was never said. The nisvos chaim says a similar thing here,
that the opinion of the one doctor is completely batul and as if it was never
said.

B) There may also be opn to differentiate between being maw im7 which based
on the %9 that it's worth pushing off naw once to save many mnaw, and
therefore anything being done in order to save a life isn’t considered naw %7 n.
However, =5 or which is only anm1 because of 72 »m, is only nnm for a
legitimate T7x.

2. A) The o nxaph explains that the only way it's anm to be 7m7 an ~ox in
order to prevent a aw»n from becoming a woi1np>s, is when the actual mox is in
it of itself the life saving measure, however if the mox is only a prerequisite
to saving a life, there is only a an°n for actual wa1 mp»s. Generally when one is
naw Sonn to save a life the actual act of saving the life isn’t a 7ox%» in it of itself
rather the prerequisite, therefore its only anmn if there already is a awn of mp»»
wo1. However, on 7o ar the actual m1o°x, namely eating, is in it of itself a life
saving measure, and therefore -nm even to prevent the n1oo from occurring in
the first place.

B) The an°n of woi nps encompasses a mws on doing mx» which bring upon a
moo, therefore a 77 is mws from the act of fasting which is a danger for him.
However, the general scenario of wainp» on naw is not that the actual mzn is
a danger rather there is a method of protection by being naw %%n», this is only
anmn for an actual present danger and not just to prevent a danger from
according in the first place.



C) There may also be opn to differentiate between being naw im7 which based
on the %9 that it's worth pushing off naw once to save many mnaw, and
therefore only a +na to perform measures which can currently be seen as an
act to preserve upcoming nnaw. However, o 119° which is 7171 because of m
073, is @ Mws on any measure intended on saving a life

3. The x"wann explains that the reason why >x7117 12 2198 died was really
nawh as being that he was an addict if he would of lived longer he probably
would of returned to his wicked ways. However, the 57 that one who does
mawn is qow to o nomx is applicable by standard nay where he gets an
opportunity to live a more upstanding life, with the hope that he will rectify
his ways.

4. A) The 5xpm 127 explains the reason to wait for 7% >xm according to the
mow that v"y mvoin is only for 7ox%n Mo’k and not for other ann 7 like the anmxn of
0.

B) Furthermore the onnx add that v"» moown is only for o7 which are »on
in "y nwvtp, however o1 is a arn even on "1 7wma and not necessarily
depended on v"y nu11p, rather a mun for these seven days of the year.

C) x"vhw Mamvw nwn 1" explains that since the primary mxn» of the night is the
o ok which is learned out from nos, it would be wrong to eat the nmyvo first
as this is like being o>7pn @ mwn n>°ox before a men noox.

5. A) The o»n now explains that the x 3 must be speaking about a case where
they were already 7772 even before the onset of now, now that they were far
they didn't have the option to build a .

B) The ominx differentiate between the awyvxn of owx were in essence the 7w is
still a 717 o3pn and the aws is just a mws, therefore on the first night we don't
have this m1ws. However, the 17 of 777991 is based on the fact that the mun of
70w is to be vap a 777, therefore when ones in route he isn't 7w to a 77 01,
and unable to have a 1210 even on the first night.



C) The 2py 11272 understands the xx that the 1o of 1k 19xn is not because of
17 o9, rather they were being pow in the =ox of 71n and therefore —w»
because of mxna pow.

D) % powrs awn "a1 explains that the xws isn't saying that they were
completely 1o even on the first night, rather that since they were -yvxn they
were s from the regular arn of 7o and only ate in the now to be xx» the
mun of the first night which is fundamentally a different arn, and were
therefore not able to 7w» the rest of v"» with the 7o

6. A) The o»n nowo explains that the w"x~ holds like the no7x »non that each a7>ws
done in the 7o is 2»nn a o712 for itself even without exiting and reentering
the now. Therefore, if not for the fact that talking is seen as a part of the
nmvo, the eating of before and after would have been seen as two separate
noye and each one would have been 2»nn its own 7o7a.

B) Additionally the o»n now explains that according to the understanding of
the %xin1 127p that the w"xn holds like the nww 7"™13 that every nooo to the mow
is 2»m a 1072 even without eating, if not for the fact that we see the talking
as a pon of the actual eating, the talking itself would have been 2»m» a 7572 of
its own.

7. A) The primary mxn of mowo is to be -7, since getting up to go to the
bathroom is a regular part of being 27 this is not considered a P09 (as o»n 1"an
X"vow *poa»ip says that one can be o»pn the men even while in the bathroom,
as leaving occasionally is included in the act of establishing the 7> as your
primary 777).

B) ©"sr Hpro 72 3R A" adds that being in the bathroom isn't in essence a
contradiction to the mz» of 100 rather a 17 on the %123 not to be aran the mxn
(as we see that if one eats outside the n>wo while using the bathroom he is
still 12w). This is not comparable to 1"»sn which is a mx» one is %951 not 7w to
while using the bathroom.

8. A) %"y opr 77 1 (son in law of the o»n yon) explains that although its vws



that there is a mxn ovp every time one eats in the o0 over the entire 2w av,
the poo of the nmamwn is whether or not there is a specific mixn ovp by eating
no.

B) Many onanx explain that although it's vws that when one wants to eat
there is a mxn to do so in the 120, the poo of the 7712 mwn is if there is 591 a
mxn to go out of the way to eat just so that it can be done in the 0.

C) Additionally the ominx explain that the x"a isn’t just saying that if one
happens to eat nx» the rest of noo he is o»pn a mun, rather one is supposed to
go out of their way to eat nun, just that this isn’t 172 a wnn arn. The 72 mwn
is poon if the 7 to go out of the way to eat in the 750 is not only the first
night rather the entire duration of nowo except that it's not 112 a wnn arn just
like by noo, or if the entire 7 for the rest of now is only that if one happens to
eat he is o»pn a mxn.

Hi R' Dovid a git yom tov and a git yor. Thanks so much for the incredible
riddles they really kept me up at night and made great heated discussions
by the y'"t table! Here I would like to suggest possible answers.

Riddle 1: A. Mechaber paskens that you don't go by majority doctors once
you have two who say to eat even 100 say don't because ain holchin achar
rov. If only one doctor says something against two or more the klal is ain
divrei echad bmkoim shnaim klum not even to consider it a safek.

B. According to rashi that you do go according to most doctors even 2
against 3 we can answer with the shvilai Dovid 328 that only by roiv delaisa
kamon like mapoles we say ain holchin but roiv disa kamon we do go
according to roiv if there's no kevies. Doctors are a roiv lefaneinu so you do
go according to roiv.

Riddle 2: A. The Taz in 618 says that we're speaking when he's already in a
sakana the menora hatora in 328 says the same he explains that in 618 he's



mesukan but we're scared he'll get even worse, and he paskens like the
Rabeinu Yeruchem that you're not mechalel if no sakana yet both shabbos
and yom kippur as well B. The magen avraham 328 5 explains the rema
that writes see siman 618 to show that we argue on R Yeruchem both
shabbos and yom kipur. C. The mechaber says if you can wait to do refua till
night you should wait, on yom kipur we're obviously talking about when you
can't wait because at night he'll eat regardless.

Riddle 3: the tzelach in yuma explains that it doesn't mean that he will live
longer rather that through teshuva he lengthens his previous days from
going to waste. With this we can explain that rebbe cried "yesh kone olamo"
goes on this world that he salvaged his life through teshuva.

Riddle 4: A. the magen Avraha explains that since we pasken to make
shechayanu after leishav so that it should go on both, while day we can't
make leishav how can we show shechayanu for sukka?

B. Since you're not allowed to eat erev succos after chatzos how can you
wash while day?

Riddle 5: A. The Elya rabba writes that holchai drachim are indeed patur the
first night the pre megadim argues what's the difference of mitztar? I think
we can answer with the chochmas shlomo's pshat in the minhag to make
bracha the first night in the rain even according to poskim that teishvu
applies first night, that the ptur of mitztar isn't merely because of "teishvu"
that this is how you live, rather that when the food gets spoiled from rain or
any other form of tzar it isn't considered proper eating or living so there's no
chiyuv sukka, But the first night when the Torah is mechayev to eat it is
considered a proper achila so you can make a bracha. With this we can
answer that holchai drachim's ptur is literally teishvu and now there's no
difference between first night.

B. The sfas emes says that of course they ate first night but since they
traveled for a day it is a hefsek and requires a new bracha likule alma just



like lulav where the night is mafsik.

Riddle 6: A possible pshat in the Rosh although some poskim say differently
is that he's referring to someone who went out of the sukka to schmooze
with dato lachzor which would be similar to speaking during bedikas chametz
and it's still not considered a hefsek B. On a different note the shela hak'
brings from his Rebbe not to talk devarim betailim in the sukka because the
sukka is muktza for personal use. If he would hold that there is a mitzvah to
schmooze in sukka how can he call it muktza? So you see a concept that not
all talk would be preferred maybe only as long as there's no kalos rosh. So
the Rosh might be saying that even such talk is not a hefsek. With this we
can understand the Taz who explains the end of Rosh win says that sicha
betaila should be avoided during bedika means unnecessary talk similar to
sukka we shouldn't talk unnecessary talk.

Riddle 7: I think we can explain a difference between sukka and tefilin with a
rav y. Engel in asvin doraisa who holds that your mechuyev and mekayem
mitzvas sukka even while not in sukka because k'en tadiru if you don't want
don't eat but you're still mekayem mitzvah chiyuvi. With this we can explain
that although a long hefsek requires bracha, a short one with no hesech
hadas even if your doing what can't be done in the sukka your still actively
mekayem mitzvahs sukka it's not considered hefsek unlike tefilin. B. Tefilin
has a separate din of hesech hadas even while wearing it, so a place where
you can't wear it is true hesech hadas.

Riddle 8: we pasken that just by sitting in sukka we're mekayem the
mitzvah just the ikar kevies is seuda, but if you fast you make a bracha
without seuda. I think the m'b sofek is that of course there's kiyum mitzvah
all 7 days even without food just according to the gra is there a special
mitzvah in eating in the sucka just like pesach he holds that you're
mekayem with eating, although it's definitely not meakev for kiyum. (Similar
to the pre megadim who says to eat lechem oni although it has nothing to
do with kiyum mitzvahs sukka).



Thanks again for uplifting my yom tov with such deep Torah. keep up your
avodas hakodesh!

Meir Krass

1. Rav Nissin Karelitz explains that if there's a safek goy or yid we DON'T go
with rov, however by a sick person there's thought and prediction that goes
into if he has to eat or not and that you go with rov.

2. In Hil. Yom Kipur it's a Safek Sakana now however there in Hil. Shabbos
the Bais Yosef it's not actively a Sakana it's going to a Sakana. Not a Stira
(they're not the same case)

3. Simply one can say it means olam haba. The tzlach in yoma 86b the point
of being in this world is to be koneh shlaimus and this is through Torah and
Masim Tovim and the "ymei chayav" is the days of Torah... and batala is not
included in his days see Brachos 18a that reshaim in their lives are called
maysim what comes out is that teshuva mahava turns zdonos into zechuyos
and the days that you did aveiros acquire chiyus retroactively and goes back
into the cheshbon of chiyus.

4. See Mishna Brura 472, 21 that according to Rama which we don't eat
matza ashira it's impossible to eat and therefore you won't be able to make
kidush early by sukos because we're makish tes vov. Also need teavon which
we learn from pesach

5. See Tzlach who asks this question, the sefer Hafsaga brings from the
Maharshal that found an old version of Rashi that it happened in a zman of
sakana that the ruler prohibited the mitzva of suka.

6. See Tur Hil. Suka siman 632 where he brings from R' Tam the the "ikkur
kvius that a person makes in the Suka is on ones eating and it [bracha]

paturs everything else if so, what comes out is is when the Tur in Hil.

Pesach says "just like Yeshivas Suka" that if you talk during the eating which



is the IKUR perhaps you should go back since its not the IKUR says the Tur
no problem you do not need to make another bracha you see from here that
Shitas Hatur is that if you make if you talk during its not a hefsek.

7. You can make a chiluk that in regard to tefilin it's prohibited to walk into a
bathroom for gedolim therefore with all the kavanos in the world you still
need to make a new bracha it's inherently a hefsek however in regard to
Suka you can leave your Suka for a couple of minutes just like a whole year
round one leaves his house for a couple of minutes same rallies by Suka and
thus wouldn't be a hefsek.

8. The safek of the Mishna Brura here, he for sure agrees that you have to
eat everything in the suka. Who says that there's a mitzva to eat seudos the
entire Yom Tov? See Mishnayos Suka 2, 6. the opinion of the chachamim is
that there's no amount of seudos one must eat besides the first day. If so,
what is the safek? The Steipler explains that there are 3 different types of
mitzvos 1. Mitzva chiyuvis-that you're obligated to do and when you do it
you get schar and if you don't do it you get an onesh for not doing it 2.
Mitzva kiyumis-you're not obligated to do it, but if you do it you get schar. 3.
Middle one, Mitzva lechatchila- even though you're not obligated to do it, it's
not a Mitzva kiyumis because here you're obligated to do it however if you
don't do it then there's no onesh-this level you have by Pesach according to
Gra. With this you can answer the safek that there's for sure a kiyum if you
do it rather the Mishna Brura wants to know if there's a mitzva lichatchila by
Sukos also.

Avrohom Friedman
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Hi,
Chag sameach! Some answers to the Sukkos riddles:

1) In the case of the mapoles (or Hatzala), the safek is not "in front of us"
(lifaneinu): we don't know whether the person is Jew or gentile, dead or
alive, in imminent peril or something more benign, so we are allowed to
resolve all of the sefaikos in favor of pikuach nefesh. In contrast, in the case
of the sick person on Yom Kippur, the facts are clearly before us: he has



presented his symptoms and now he and the doctors are simply opining on
the severity of those symptoms and/or their likelihood to lead to death. In
that case, it isn't so much a safek in the metzius as a difference of opinion,
and so we have to go with the majority--acharei ha'rabim I'hatos--and do
not allow the sick person to eat. An answer along these lines is brought in
the sefer Nesivos Chaim by Rabbi Chaim Korb (Chelek 2, Siman 9):
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Another answer, offered by Rav Michoel Azoulay in the Iyun Hamoadim (Yom
Kippur, Question 8), is that in the case of the wall there is definitely
someone in mortal danger—the only question is who. In the case of the sick
person on Yom Kippur, however, the question is whether he is mortally ill
altogether, and so we go with the rov.
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2) The simple answer is that the Beis Yosef was just bringing down Rabbeinu
Yerucham but doesn't actually hold like his shita I'halacha. However, putting
that aside (or rejecting it because the Beis Yosaif doesn't explicitly say he
disagrees with Rabbeinu Yerucham), a number of acharonim have found a
way to make the Rabbeinu Yerucham and Shulchan Aruch consistent. In the
sefer Kisei Shlomo (Siman 9), Rav Refael Laniado distinguishes between the
fasting of Yom Kippur, which is certainly going to consistently sap him of
energy as the day goes on and the only question is whether it will cause
irreversible damage if not alleviated by food, while the illness on Shabbos
which may become a sakana (but also may not), for which the medicine is a
preventative measure and denying it merely a "menias hatova".

NPT 791N AYH BB OY My 1M pHnY MATY Yo MnK¥n DK MYy

73T 971 a7 5953 071 Bwa anaw nawT 13 MTING DI N0 NN
5287 1o 3 Mpwnm 191G nme mnw® H1x5 S oxw X0 vwd
27D MM 97; H7ay KDNM 1K Dhym Abynm X 9 nm abn 2Xon
XN DIIXT 10N 13 MY MKW 1D OXY A0 M2 1M WO WY DNawn
135 A0 TYMIN DK D 1A PR BTINT JMON 19 PRY T Py Y xam abn

Rav Avraham Chaim Naeh writes similarly in the Ketzos Hashulchan (Siman
135): that Rabbeinu Yerucham was only talking about a situation where
holding back the medicine is not directly going to cause the sakana, as the
medicine is only preventing the possibility of the illness turning into a
sakana. However, in a case where the absence of the medicine will cause the
sakana to get progressively worse--or in the case of Yom Kippur, where
continuing to fast will cause a sakana--even he would agree that giving it is
permitted.
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Finally, Rav Ovadia Yosef offers another variation of the same answer in the
Chazon Ovadia (Shabbos, Chelek 3, p. 245).






Another difference, mentioned in the Iyun Hamoadim (Yom Kippur, Question
3), is that in the case of Yom Kippur the eating itself (which is the
prohibition) is the cure while in the case of healing on Shabbos the
prohibitions being violated (warming up food etc.) are usually only
preparations for the cure.
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3) A nice “b'derech drush” answer to this question is that the bas kol said
that R' Elazar ben Durdai is "mezuman I'chayei ha'olam haba", in fulfillment
of the pasuk of "b'shuv rasha m'rishaso v'yichye" cited in Yoma. His
extended life was in the world to come (and we often see that the afterlife is
called "chayim").

A less drush-y answer in the Iyun Hamoadim (Yom Kippur, Question 29) is
that his death was a part of the teshuva process.
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And in the Sefer Ziv Ha'moadim (pgs. 31, 89 and 99) Rav Yosef
Westenstein cites the question from the Iyun Ha'moadim and posits a
number of possible answers:1) that arichus yamim is only for teshuva done
shortly after the aveira, not teshuva done generally long after the fact, 2)
that arichus yamim is only for teshuva done from love, not from fear, or 3)
that in the case of R' Elazar ben Durdai, Hashem knew that he would return
to his old ways before long as instead spared him by having him die before
having the chance to lapse.
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In truth, though, I think the riddle is sort of the gemara's own question in
bringing up the story of R' Elazar ben Durdai: if only the sin of heresy results
in death upon doing teshuva, what about R' Elezar ben Durdai, who died
after doing teshuva for something besides heresy? And it answers that his
attachment to his bad habits were as fundamental a part of his being as
heresy is to a heretic, so he too died upon doing teshuva. Perhaps the same
answer could be given here: that the gemara in Yoma is excepting heresy
and "heresy-like" sins (since presumably when the gemara says that one
dies upon doing teshuva for those types of sins it intended that as an
exception to the general rule that teshuva causes arichus yamim).

4) The Divrei Yechezkel (Siman 45, Os 5) quotes Reb Chaim Brisker asking
the question and answers that the Rema is concerned about those opinions
who holds that the tosefes Yom Tov during the day only prohibits melacha,
but does not allow for one to do the mitzvas hayom (either sukkah or,



perhaps, simchas Yom Tov).
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And, of course, the Iyun Ha'Moadim asks the question (Sukkos, Question
344) as well and has another answer: that it raises a question of whether a
second leisheiv ba'sukkah (on the eating, since the previous one may only
have covered the yeshiva ba'sukkah) is required and so should be avoided.
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5) An extended answer to this question can be found in a teshuva from R'
Moshe Feinstein included in the kovetz Mi‘shulchan Melachim (p. 88). The
upshot is that Rav Huna bar Bizna and the gedolim did in fact stay in a
sukkah the first night, but according to Rav Moshe the eating in the sukkah
on the first night and the staying and eating in the sukkah the remaining
days are separate mitzvos. "Shuv eino mevarech" only applies to those who
don't do anything to interrupt the obligation, like traveling; if the obligation
was interrupted, as in the case of Rav Huna bar Bizna, then even they would
say a bracha would required according to those who require a bracha on the
eighth day, as so we see from the fact that they did not make a bracha that
a bracha in not required on the eight day.
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And, from the Iyun Hamoadim (Sukkos, Question 100), another answer:
that in addition to teishvu k'ein taduru the obligation of Sukkah is to go from
a diras keva to a diras arai. Since Rav Huna bar Bizna and the gedolei hador
were traveling and didn't have a diras keva to "go from", they were patur
from Sukkah.
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6) A very tough riddle, based on Rav Yaakov Emden defending those who
don't allow talking against the Rosh's proof in the Mor U'ktziah (Siman 432).
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A number of acharonim, including Rav Simcha Zissel Broide and the Iyun
Ha'moadim, bring the question and leave it with a tzarich iyun. That said, I
did find a nice answer in the sefer Shabbos U'Moadim by a Rav Zev Freund
(Chelek 3, p. 15): that the proof of the Rosh has nothing to do with whether
talking interrupts the ability of the bracha to cover the mitzva; in that
respect, it's clear that sukkah has a distinct advantage because the talking is
part of the mitzva. Rather, all he is using sukkah to prove is that, as a
psychological matter, we consider it possible to talk and still not be masiach
daas from the mitzva. Looking at that aspect in isolation, teishvu k'ein
taduru doesn't really matter and the proof works to show that in the case of
bedikas chametz it's okay to talk following the bracha.
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I suppose another possible answer is that the Rosh is bringing his proof from
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someone who left his sukkah mid-meal and talked (and would still not have
to make another bracha despite the time outside the sukkah not being
teishvu k'ein taduru), but I prefer the first answer.

7) This question is asked by Rabbi Eliyahu Boruch Finkel in the sefer
Mi'shulchan Rabbi Eliyahu Baruch (p. 155), who provides a simple answer in
the name of Rabbeinu Manoach and the Nishmas Adam: that Sukkah is
different from tefillin because its mitzva is teishvu k'ein taduru: just as in a
person's house it's normal to exit to use the bathroom in an outhouse, so
too in the sukkah, so it's not an interruption in the mitzva at all. He also
offers a separate distinction of his own: that in the case of tefillin, it is
prohibited for the mitzva object itself to enter the bathroom, while in the
case of sukkah, it's the person who is going to a place where the mitzva is
simply not possible to perform. He brings an interesting proof for this answer
in the name of Rav Meir Shmulevitz: that if a person ate in the bathroom, he
would be in violation of the requirement to eat in the sukkah, so clearly the
chiyuv still applies there in some sense.
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8) This question is also brought down in Mi'shulchan Rabbi Eliyahu Baruch
(p. 144), where Rav Finkel answers that the safek of the Mishna Berura is
not whether the mitzva of yeshivas sukkah applies for all seven days, but
whether the separate obligation (according to the Gr"a) of achila ba'sukkah
learned from the tes vav-tes vav gezeira shava applies for all seven days.
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The answer is also mentioned earlier by Rav Mendel Zaks (Kisvei Rabbi
Mendel, p. 329).
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Best,

David Birnbaum

Shalom R’ Dovid,
Below are my answers to all 8 of the riddles you posed:

1) The Moadim Uzmanim 6:24 asks your question (why dont we
say x> ok 1n2 a1 by piku’ach Nefesh case with one doctor). He notes that
shulchan aruch paskins that if 2 doctors say to eat and 100 doctors say not
to eat, we still make the 79n eat. It's only in a case where there’s *1* doctor
who says to eat against a larger number that we ignore the single doctor. He
argues that there’s an assumption in halacha that a doctor is likely to err,
and his assessment isn’t taken as a clear “psak” like a hora’as chacham. As
such, when there’s only one doctor saying to eat against a majority who say
not to eat, we assume the one doctor is just making a mistake, and his



opinion is battel to the majority, such that it isn’t considered even a safek of
piku‘ach nefesh. In contrast, the moment *two* doctors are of the same
opinion that the 7% should eat, their opinion is given chashivus and we can
no longer assume it’s just a mistake. As such, no matter how many doctors
argue against them, it's considered poso wo1 mp»» and the 770 will eat.

2) The Rabbeinu Yerucham you quoted presumably means the same thing as
the Noda Blyehuda Tinyana Yoreh Deah 210 who says that the hagdarah of
piku‘ach nefesh is only when there's a aonwrh. But when there’s
no n7n b, and just a wwn that someone will one day become deathly ill,
halacha doesn’t view this as ws1 mp» to allow for one to violate issurim. For
instance, one cannot violate issurim deoraisah of Shabbos to go to medical
school because some day it may help someone who is deathly ill. If there's
no wiv? 7 we can point to as having a terminal condition, halacha doesn't
view it as piku‘ach nefesh. See the Mareh Habazek 5:45 who seems to have
understood the Rabbeinu Yerucham that way, as he groups it together along
with the Noda Biyehuda’s Teshuva.

3) The gemara in Avodah Zara 17a itself seems to answer your question.
The rule is that *generally* teshuva elongates one’s life (as Yoma states),
but the Gemara in Avodah Zara there says there’s another rule that if one is
doing Teshuva from heresy, he will die soon thereafter. The gemara there
also concludes that since R’ Elazar Ben Dordai’'s was so obsessed with
arayos, it was like doing Teshuva from heresy, and he therefore died soon
thereafter. The Maharsha there explains heresy is an aveirah which ba’alei
teshuva struggle to avoid relapsing to, so it's a chessed Hashem does to end
their lives before they relapse. Similarly, R’ Elazar Ben Dordai’s obsession
with arayos was such that it would be very difficult to him not to relapse into
that sin despite doing Teshuva. As such, in those specific instances, the vy wan
does a chessed to the ba’al teshuva by killing them quickly while they’re still
a tzaddik. However, the rule in Yoma still stands that in *most* cases, a
ba’al teshuva’s life is elongated by doing teshuva.



4) With regards to your question on the Rema from Reb Chaim (why can’t he
start the meal early and just eat a kezayis after tzeis), the Divrei Yechezkel
45:5 discusses this. He answers that it's true that to be yotze the arn of
eating bread in the sukkah, one could have just started earlier and had a
kezayis after tzeis. However, he argues that the Rema is being Choshesh for
the shitah of Tosfos in Kesubos 47a that Tosefes Yom Tov only creates an
issur melacha, but it doesn’t imbue the time beforehand with the actual
status of Yom Tov. As such, Rema is being »»n» that one can’t make a v
w02 (which one makes in kiddush) until after tzeis, since the avrn of sitting in
a sukkah doesn’t kick in until it's actually tzeis, even though one has already
accepted tosefes yom tov upon themselves.

5) A few possible answers to the question from Sukkah 47a that seems to
imply there’s a mw» of holchei derachim even on the first night. a) The Sefas
Emes on that gemara in Sukkah explains that they in fact *did* eat in the
sukkah on the first night. The gemara’s question from the nx7 181 of Jvaw
Than R 2w wrd v really just means that one doesn’t make a bracha after
the first night only because they had one long, uninterrupted arn from the
first night until the end of sukkos. However, since their arn *was*
interrupted during chol hamo’ed when they were -ox3, they should have
made a bracha again the next time they sat in the sukkah. Since they didn't
do so when that occurred on Shemini Atzeres, you see that you don’t make
a bracha on Shemini Atzeres. b) The Or Same’ach Shofar 6:13 also
understands they made a bracha and sat in sukkah on the first night, and
gives a different read of what the gemara’s proof was. c) The back of the
mesivta on that gemara brings a number of Acharonim who understand that
the reason they were 1582 was because there was a sakana for the Jews, so
they fled the area. If so, one could say they in fact didn’t sit in the sukkah
on the first night, but not because of a 1o of o717 °5%113, but because of nido
mwsl.

6) You asked how the Rosh can bring a proof that one can talk in the middle
of doing a mitzvah from the mitzvah of sukkah when one is allowed to talk.



You asked what the proof is as the Mishnah Berurah quotes the Maharil that
one should talk in the sukkah as that’s *part* of the mitzvah of yn pva 1awn.
The answer is that this is lichorah a machlokes whether speaking is part of
the mitzvah. Even within the Mishnah Berurah himself, it's unclear. For
instance, that same Mishnah Berurah in 639:2 quotes the Shlah that one
should only speak mwp v o137 in the sukkah, but not divrei chol.
Furthermore, if you look at Sha’ar Hayziyun 639:4, he says based on the
Elyah Rabbah that if one has to speak divrei chol (not dvarim shel kedusha),
they should do so in the sukkah because it’s still a mitzvah that one is sitting
there. Meaning, the mitzvah is *not* speaking in the sukkah, but sitting in
the sukkah. As such, it's likely the Rosh disagreed with the Maharil and
thought that the geder of 1 n py> yawn was not so expansive as to include
normal speech, and therefore there’s a good ra’ayah that unrelated speech
isn’t a hefsek in the midst of doing a mitzvah.

7) You asked why one doesn’t need to make a new 1201 2w after one goes
to the bathroom when we see by tefillin that when one does something that
can’t be done while doing that mitzvah (like going to beis hakisseh), a new
bracha is necessary, and the Mishnah Berurah says it's mox to go to the
bathroom in the sukkah. The simple answer is that going to the bathroom is
unrelated to the mitzvah of tefillin, and since it’s a contradiction to it, a new
bracha is necessitated. In contrast, the mitzvah of Sukkah is different since
the whole mitzvah is to treat it like one treats their home. The same way
one wouldn’t relieve themselves in the middle of their living room, and that
going to a separate room for the bathroom maintains their esteem and
regard for their living room, so too when one leaves the sukkah to go to the
bathroom, that’s a fulfillment of yn7n py> 1awn and they haven’t been mevatel
the mitzvah of sukkah. As such, no new bracha is required. See Rabbeinu
Mano’ach Sukkah 6:12 who I think is trying to say this:
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8) Finally, you asked a kashya on the Mishnah Berurah 639:24 who thinks
there might be a mitzvah kiyumis to eat in the sukkah all the days of sukkos
according to the Gra who says that same idea by matzah on Pesach. You
asked that lichorah it's vws that there’s a mitzvah to eat all the days in the
sukkah since ym7n py> 1awn tells you there’s a mitzvah to do all of your eating
in the sukkah throughout sukkos. I think the answer to this one is two-fold.
First, the Mishnah Berurah is just talking about a mitzvah to eat *bread* on
the other days of sukkos. 1170 py> 1awn tells you there’s a mitzvah to eat in
the sukkah, but the Mishnah Berurah is entertaining a separate, additional
mitzvah to specifically have bread like one is required to have on the first
night. Second, the Mishnah Berurah’s chiddush is unrelated to »7n yv> yawn
but is saying there’d be a mitzvas kiyumis as an extension of the din to eat
in the sukkah on the first night. As such, it's mistaber to say that mitzvah
would apply even when the normal peturim from »n py> apply. For instance,
if one were a holchei derachim or mitzta’er, they’re pattur from the sukkah
due to yn pya; but the mishnah berurah is saying there may be an extra
mitzvah kiyumis to sit in the sukkah which exists *despite* the oo of 57
o°>17 and mitzta’er, the same way we mandate that mitzvah on the first night
despite those peturim.

Gut Mo’ed and Kol Tuy,
Yosef Posy

Name: Chaim Shulem Hechel
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1) In Y"K the sufek gets unraveled by the attending physician. As opposed
to the n9n and 7% where the condition is unknown.
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1. When there is a rov about opinions, that one doctor has one opinion vs
the other doctors' opinions, we don't count the minority opinion at all. It's
kman dilesa. We are only concerned with the minority if it's a
statistical/probablity issue, which is what rov usually is dealing with.

3. When it says that you get arichus yamim for doing teshuva, it is not
literal. It means in olam haba, he gets more eternal reward than what he
would have otherwise received.

Similarly, it says in shema after tefillin and mezuza, that I'maan yirbu
yimeichem, and it does not mean that everyone who put on tefillin and
mezuzah will live a long life.

4. With matza itself, the halacha is that you cannot start the seder a few
hours before tzeis, and just make sure to have start motzi/matza after tzeis.
Chazal understood that lechem oni - she'onim alav devarim harbei - needs
to be eaten along with the sippur yetzias mitzrayim. So the din of eating
matza after tzeis will also require that the other parts of the seder that
precede matza which are all parts of sippur yetzias mitzrayim, also need to
be done after tzeis. The mitzva of matza is not done in a vacuum, separate
from the rest of the seder. Similarly, the mitzva of eating in the sukka is not
a mitzva in a vacuum separate from the actual sitting in the sukka. Just like



the eating of a k'beitza in the sukka needs to be done after tzeis, so too the
sitting in the sukka and eating of the rest of the meal that goes along with it,
need to be after tzeis.

5. Normally if someone would be in pain, mitzta'eir, by sitting in the sukka,
then he is not required to put himself in the situation of living in the sukka
that way because it's not the way he would live in his house. It has to be
similar to the way he would live in his house. On the first night, the din
requires that he live in the sukka even if he would not normally live in his
house with such a degree of tzaar. This din is specific to people who live in
their house, and need to leave their house and live in the sukka. But the
shepherds who spend all of their time outside their house, since they are not
ever living in their house, the din does not require them to live in a sukka on
the first night either.

6. Although all of the conversations you have in the sukka are a fulfillment of
the mitzva of yeshivas sukka, chazal said you only make a birchas
hamitzva when you eat in the sukka. Once you eat in the sukka, after
making the birchas hamitzva, all of the talking you do are not viewed as a
break between your birchas hamitzva and the eating that triggered that
birchas hamitzva. Similary, chazal want you to do a checking for chametz
on the night of the 14th. You can check for chametz all year round, but they
said to check for chametz on the 14th and to make a bracha on the
checking. Once you have started that checking, after the birchas hamitzva,
any talking that you do after that is not considered a break between your
birchas hamitzva and the mitzva.

7. The halachos of kedushas tefilin that require that you cannot have them
on in the bathroom, stem from the fact that the tefilin contain the shem
hashem in them. In the bathroom, not only cannot you not say shem
hashem, but you cannot even think about divrei torah. So the bathroom is a
contradiction to the mitzva of tefilin. Sukka is different in that it does not
have the same degree of kedusha. It is true that a person should not say



devarim bitalim in the sukka, but of course if he is spending all of his time in
the sukka, he will say devarim bitailim and it does not contradict his
mitzva. Just like when he has a seuda in his dining room, and leaves in the
middle to go to the bathroom, he does not need to make new brachos to
continue his meal. By the same token, when he goes to the bathroom and
returns to his sukka, he does not need to make new brachos.

8. Although there is a mitzva to live in the suka for all seven days, perhaps
the mitzva is just to be there, by talking there and sleeping there. But not
necessarily a mitzva to eat a shiur of mezonos/bread that will require a
birchos hamitzva. There are 2 levels in the kiyum hamitzva. The mishna
berura is not sure if the Gra would hold you get an extra level of kiyum
hamitzva all seven days. Or are you only required to do the second level of
the mitzva on the first night.

Yosef Saltzman
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Hi Reb Dovid,

I have worked through the 8 sukkos riddles that you put out, it took me
many hours and B"H I think I got them. Also a groiseh shkoyach for your
hard work in putting out the weekly podcasts, they are really enjoyable and
informative!!

Q1:[217 anx wo1 mpoa 0297371 OR NOT?] see the moadim Uzemanim (in chelek 6)
from rav moshe shternbuch shlit"a who asks that we dont go after Roiv by
Pikuach nefesh. He answers that every doctor can make a mistake so its not
vadai, however when there is no other opinion then we can rely on him, and
even though there is a sofeik, by pikuach nefesh its muttar. however the
opinion of 1 doctor is botul to the opinion of 2, because the 2 is a "7 mw1",
and a sofeik is not moitzi from a vadai, but when theres 2 doctors of the
same opinion then its already a "2 mv1", even though there are many
against them and we dont go after roiv by pikuach nefesh. so we do see the
rule that we dont go after Roiv, its just that when there is 1 against 2 where
we say that the 1 is probably making a mistake in such a case we go by the
opinion of the 2 doctors. so it is not a setira and we really pasken that px
2777 R wo1 mpoa o, and Hatzala can be mechalel shabbos even though they
know that there is a very small chance that it is pikuach nefesh.

Q2: [CHOILEH SHE'EIN BO SAKANA WHICH WILL COME TO A SAKANA:
SHABBOS VS YOM KIPPUR] The Magen avraham(siman 328 sif katan
5) and the machatzis Hashekel (ibid) ask the question. see the Ketzos
hashulchan (siman 135) and badei Hashulchan there (s"'k 10) who answers
that by Yom Kippur Rabeinu Yerucham holds he must eat, and when we say
by Shabbos that you are not mechalel we mean a choleh who is not in
sakana now however he can come to a sakana through his illness worsening
but not by refraning from bieng mechalel shabbos for him, so in such a case
you cannot be mechalel shabbos. (however if as a result of not being
mechalel shaboos, it could come to sakakna, then you can in fact be
mechalele shabbos for him). nevertheless on shabbos Rabeinu yerucham is



mattir to do a derabonon, either because it is a level up since we are
chosesh that it can come to a sakana (and its not like a regular choleh se'ein
bo sakana which will not come to a sakana) or because he hold like the
Rashba that also a choleh She'ein bo sakana we allow you to do a
derabonon.

Q3: [x7m7 712 7vor 1 DIEING IMMEDIATLY AFTER TESHUVA] the 77w »n) Hm1 2w
2 w117) says that teshuva is not 77vn» his o rather that »"v Hashem waiting for
his teshuva the vwn lives on in this world because if he can't do teshuva then
there is no »rph n2o this is what we mean that it is "v» 7vn" [see also y7iy 12
on the Gemara].

Q4: [QUESTION OF RAV CHAIM BRISKER WHY NEED TO WAIT FOR NACHT
TO MAKE KIDDUSH ON FIRST NIGHT] my rav answered the question of Rav
Chaim, that firstly kiddush bemokom seuda requires it to be when the main
seuda of the night can be eaten, which is the achila in the sukka, and also
shehechyonu goes on the sukka as well and has to be when it is a chiyuv.
see the Biur Halacha there (639:3).

Q5: [HOW DID RAV HUNA BAR BIZNA NOT EAT IN THE SUKKA ON THE
FIRST NIGHT?] Rav Elyashiv (in his He'oros on sukka) asks the question.
[Rav Elyashiv says that because of the question some Meforshim are gores
not 'ink "oxn7", rather "xown", which refers to rnmin x19°% how was a queen so
therefore they were busy with a mitzva (e.g. pikuach nefesh) so they were
oisek b'mitzva so they were pottur from sukka. however Rav Elyashiv says
that from both rashi and tosfos it seems that they are gores the original
girsa]. so we have to answer this question based on the Maharshal (sukka
27) who says that that which we learn out from 1"v1"v from matza that so too
theres a chiyuv of sukka on the first night, thats not to actually eat in the
sukka rather it is to eat bread, that just by pesach theres a requirment to
eat matza so too on sukka theres a chiyuv to eat bread, and it just happens
to be that on sukkos if you eat bread you need to eat it in the sukka, but the
ikkur chiyuv of ""u1"v is similar to matza that on sukkos there is a chiyuv to



eat bread.

Q6: [LECHOYRA BY SUKKA YOU CAN TALK BC OF TESHVU KE'EIN TADURU
SO HOW DOES THE ROSH BRING A mx1 TO BEDIKAS CHAMETZ?] You
can answer that the dibur may have been a hefsek not because you are
doing another activity rather because you are forgetting about what you are
doing. so if you are in the sukka and are speaking about a random inyan
(e.g. news or politics) and you would forget that your in the sukka, then that
could be a hefsek, and this fits with the opinion of the Bach (625) who holds
that one must keep in mind the intention of the mitzva of sukka, as the
possuk (Vayikra 23:42) says "o>nm7 w7 wnb'"'. And this is the tzu shtel of the
rosh.

Additionally see the Tur (640) who writes: =v9 51X yvxn W% 715° 2R 92 PRW I8N
12 WLEaY 7R 12 717w 1272 ROX. In other words, the Tur hold that there must be
some sort of “objective” criterion for the pettur of mitzta'er. The Bi'ur
Halocho (640) mentions that the Ran (Sukka 12a, s.v. choson) most likely
disagrees, but the Rema (640:4) paskens like the Tur. So it could be that
not everyone is mitzaer from not being mesiach da'as by idle chatter, so it
would not come under the category of teshvu ke'ein taduru.

Furthermore, you could answer based on the sefer Yere'im who holds that
we only hold that the din of Teshvu Ke'ein toduru gives you a pettur of tzar
when the tzar is coming from the sukka itself, because the sukka itself is the
dirra so it doen't need to be worse then your actual house but if its not from
the sukka itself (eg. cold, heat,rain or insects ect.) then there is no pettur.

Q7: [NEW BROCHO AFTER USING THE noan na -SUKKA VS TEFFILIN] since
legabei mitzvas sukka it is inevitable that he will need to use the toilet and
also it is a regular tzoirech K'ein Tduru it is nichlal in the brocho and not
considered a dichui, al daas kein he said the brocho. however by tefillin
going to use the toilet is a mikreh therefroe considered a hesech hadaas.
(according to this one could kler what the din would be when someone
wheres tefillin all day, then maybe it is comparable to sukka that a new



brocho would not need to be said).

Q8: [MITZVA ALL 7 DAYS - SUKKA VS MATZA] the reason why the Mishna
Berura is mechaleik is because by Matza the mitzva is only on the first night
and after that there is no mitzva but the Gr''a was mechadiesh that there is
also a mitzva on the rest of the 7 days, but by sukka whether you eat or not
you are mekayem a mitzva with sleeping and "™ so °mn x>»mn to be
machadesh that theres a mitzva to eat all 7 days, even if there was a mitzva
you would be mekayem with other things and you dont need to eat bread.
see Moadim U'zemanim (1:90).

another answer is that the matza is different, because eating it on the other
days is not for the sake of the mitzva of matza, but for the sake of his body
to satisfy his hunger, because he cannot fill himself with chametz. but a
person certainly does not dwell in a sukka for the sake of his body or to
satisfy his hunger, but only to fulfill the mitzva, and therefore he must recite
a brocho.

Shkoyach!
Shloimy Berlin, London, England
, "W 2777 71290
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L’kavod Rabbi Lichtenstein,

| want to thank you for the wonderful riddles that kept me busy this
whole 0"I', | spent a lot of time arguing with my brothers about it. |
think | answered four of them correctly.

Riddle #4, The X"'nn actually writes it not about wIT'{7 only about the
N7OK, but the X"'70 X"an adds that you cannot make wiT'j? until it’s
N'7'2 'XTI. The reason is because you have to say a Aw'7 before you say
1n"Nnw that the n"nnw should go on both the 0"I' and the NdI0, and
you can’t say a 2w'? before its n'7'7 'XTI (probably because of the wp'n
1"0 1"0). Therefore this answers our question why you can’t start the
seudah early, it’s because of wIT'.

Another answer that | suggest is, that if you start the seudah early the
N'7'DX wont be .[IaxM7.

Riddle #5, R’ Moshe Feinstein Zt”’| answers that 'XTIX they were 2I'nn
WX 772, and they said a aw'7 the first night, but because they were
1109 of D' NYAYW 1IAWN N202 NixN the nd12 only VMV them for the
nixn of 1"V 1"V which is a separate nix¥n.

Riddle #7, | think the answer is, that the nixn of Ndi0 is different
because the 0 Tais NITN 'V 12WN. So the same way a person leaves his
home to go to the X0d>n N2 and comes right back, so does he do in the
nNDI0 that’s why it’s not 7'09n the ndi10 Na'w'.

Riddle #8, 'XTIX there is a nix¥n to eat in the nyaw 75 ndi10, what the
2'"1wn wants to be wTnNn is, that ni'n we learn from matzah that there
is a 2I'n to eat N9 the first night, there should be a separate ni¥n
n'ni'p of eating Nyaw 7> N9 . That’s why the 2"wn is 7** M in his
words "Nn9" 7DX7 n7'nNd7 nixn.

Boruch Kraszner 912 50 st. Brooklyn NY 11219 brckroes@gmail.com



Shiur Suggestions

Dear Headlines, I'm a big fan of your podcast, I love hearing about prevalent
conflicts from a Torah perspective and was wondering if I could suggest. I
was thinking recently if you would cover the different ways communities set
up their hachshrim and speak about what’s better one strong monopolized
reliable hechsher versus many smaller hachshrim. Please try to address this
if you can, I think it would be very good enlightening. All the best,

Miri

Hi - first of all, thank you so very much for your amazing show. It gives me
such Chizuk and is so practical.

You may have heard there was a very large (3,000 seats!) Jewish concert
last week and the performer is on tour in other states with many many
people joining. Perhaps you can discuss the halachic questions of attending
such a concert? Ie - music after the churban, mixed seating etc.

Thank you again!

Gavriel Bouskila
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