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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions

Whether or not one's child will be a tzaddik or a rasha is xamn T 'w2ad, which perhaps
one may not take into account. But that does not mean that one is required to engage in
1271 o if that will lead to the suffering and death of the child. | would not imagine that
the Brisker Rov would tell a couple who genetically are going to have a baby with Tay-

Sachs that they must nevertheless do so.

Yehoshua Duker

The difference between Noach and Chizkiyahu Hamelech is as follows- Noach already
had 3 sons and they were married at the time that he was arguing with Hashem that he
would not procreate without assurances that Hashem would not again destroy the
world, and therefore perhaps he was already yotzei pru urevu (he was not "Jewish").
Either way, it was really for his children to procreate and the world would grow
regardless.

Chizkiahu Hamelech was not yet even married and had no children- he tried to
preclude having to have children by avoiding marriage. So he Yeshayahu Hanavi
scolded and Hashem punished for trying to preclude evil from this world. If he had his
way there would be no malchus beis David and no Moshiach- Hashem could not allow
this.

Yaakov Stroh

Response: 1211 1n9 is when one has a daughter too, so neither na nor n'prn fulfilled their

obligations yet.
Dear Rav Lichtenstein,

| understand that a Jew has to have a daughter also to be yotzei d'oraisa pru urevu. For
sure Chizkiyahu Hamelech did neither and was not even married. Noach on the other

hand perhaps was functionally yotzei pru urevu as he had 3 sons and they were each



married (since the girls' parents were dead perhaps Noach and Naama were considered
their adoptive parents?).

| am citing this from Ohr Sameach- | spoke to Rabbi Chaim Pinchas
Scheinberg, shlita, about your situation. He cited Rabbi Shlomo Kluger's commentary to
the Shulchan Aruch, which presents a viewpoint that you can in fact fulfill the mitzvah
of pru u'rvu by raising a boy and a girl who are not your biological children. This is
based on the Talmudic statement "One who raises his neighbor's child is as if he gave
birth to him."

Shulchan Aruch Even Haezer 1 and Chochmat Shlomo.

One can't say that he was too old to have children as there are those who say Cham
castrated his father when he was drunk for fear he would have more children.

Either way, the aveira of someone who didn't have any children must be different than
Noach HaTZaddik who only didn't have daughters.

Just thinking out loud!
Thanks for having interesting topics and discussions each week!!

Yaakov Stroh

Response: 2 points.
1. We don’t answer niwp by finding some outlier opinion. We don’t hold like that outlier

opinion. We hold, x [n'o y'nx, you need a daughter to be mikayem pru urivu.

2. If he was already 1211 No n*pn, why was he worried about having more children? The
rabbinic dictum of *1* nan 7x 2% does not apply to a goy. He clearly was doing it

because of the mitzvah,(see the nmb>n 'mow on the Rashi)

Thank you for the shiur, as always, engaging and enlightening.



The premise that Hashem was endorsing Noach's view is highly debatable, IMHO.
Perhaps He is not taking sides between these two mountains and only appeasing
Noach "afiliu I'didach.”

But Lichorah it's more doimeh to the Machlokes of Miriam and Amram and we pasken

like Miriam.
So even according to Chafetz Chaim we have a problem here.

Muzz men zoggen that the Aibershter was not agreeing with Noach halachically. | think
it was a chassidicshe move on Noach's part.

Thank you and hatzlacha!

PS Lichorah the two reasons given by Miriam -- daughters may be born, or just being
born brings you to Olam Haba -- are both milsa b'taama and not gzeiras haKasuv, a

raiah to the Chafetz Chaim?

Rabbi Yossi Marcus

Hi Reb Dovid,

It was great to have you in our Yeshiva this past Shabbos. In terms of the riddle for this
week, a few suggestions:

A) The viwe “ba’al habattish” vwo is that Chizkiyahu was punished because he was
nu'wa going against Hashem’s will to subvert having bad children, while Noach was
simply worried and needed encouragement. It's not a kashya on the Brisker Rav’s
yesod, since Noach didn’t have a mehalech as much as a fear of losing his family.
Noach’s hesitation in fulfilling Hashem’s command is thus similar to the Rashi (which
you quoted this past Friday night) that Noach didn’t go into the Teivah until the waters
forced him to.

B) I saw in the sefer Birkas Shalom pg. 45 what might be a more halachic answer. He
notes that the Nefesh Hachayim and others say that although the avos kept the mitzvos,



they *did* make cheshbonos, such as Yaakov marrying two sisters to fulfill a higher
purpose, etc. He argues that the chiluk is before and after matan Torah, that
beforehand, one could make cheshbonos with mitzvos, but afterwards, we say 'Tna
77 nn%? xannTT 'wad. The difficulty with this as an answer for the Griz is that the Griz
explicitly connects his yesod to Rivka, who was also before matan Troah, so the Griz

didn’t seem to think the above answer is correct.

C) The last answer | was thinking was that there may be a chiluk between making
cheshbonos that are external and internal to the mitzvah. Chizkiyahu was punished
because one fulfills pru urvu even if their children are resha’im and even go off the
Derech (Levush Even Ha’ezer 1:7). As such, one can’t make cheshbonos to uproot a
mitzvah. But Noach is told to fill the world with his descendants, so his hesitation is
acceptable since he’s worried that the mitzvah of pru urvu itself will be upended if
Hashem wipes out the whole world again. Maybe a similar idea is that we say in

Yoma N2 NINAY MmMy'Y 1D NNK DAY 1'7v 990,
Kol Tuv and thank you for enhancing our Shabbos!

Yosef Rabin

Hi,

| didn't find any answers brought by others to the riddle of the week, but I'd like to offer

two of my own:

1) There is a distinction that makes Noach's argument more powerful than Chizkiyahu's
and thus necessitates a different answer: Chizkiyahu was arguing that he shouldn't
engage in procreation because his offspring would not be good. He didn't deny that the
mitzva applied to him, he merely thought that his own reasoning was better, and so the
response given was "don't question the mitzva, just do it." In contrast, perhaps Noach
was saying that he wouldn't even be yotzei the mitzva if he had children and they
promptly died in another flood, so it would be a pointless endeavor. After all, the
Rambam (Hilchos Ishus, 15:5), among others, paskens like Rabbi Yochanan in



Yevamos 62a that someone who had children who predeceased him has not fulfilled
peru u'revu. Hence, Hashem's answer to him is that the mitzva does in fact apply since
there wouldn't be another flood.

2) Another possible difference is that Chizkiyahu lived after Matan Torah and was
obligated in peru u'revu, while Noach lived prior to Matan Torah and was not. Therefore,
Noach's obligation in peru u'revu was akin to Rivka's, and "kavsha d‘'rachmana lama
lach™ wouldn't apply according to the Brisker Rav. (Whether this answer is plausible
depends on a machlokes rishonim as to whether Gentiles were in fact obligated in peru
u'revu before Matan Torah. The Maharsha (Taanis 11a), for example, understand that
there was no obligation, but most others hold there was an obligation based on
Sanhedrin 59a. | do not know whether the Brisker Rav ever weighed in on this issue
himself.)
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Hello my name is Sruly Modes and | would like to suggest ten possible answers to this
week's riddle.

1). m held that being as the nixn 2y of 2"No is to fill the world, if regardless the world
will be destroyed again the nixn is not applicable. However, n'ptn wasn’t concerned
with the ory7 of his children, rather if they will be n'wwn.

2). Although na was "axiT he had no intention of being 70an the nixn, therefore n' made

a promise to ease his concerns. However, n'prn was actually 70an the nixn.

3). The problem making nniawn is on a nixn you were not yet nrpn, however na who
was already orpn the arrn W'y only made a jawn to discontinue adding to the nryp

nlixn.

4) Similarly you can say that na had no intention of not fulfilling the 'n'x of 'n, rather since

he felt that his 1"IN® was pointless, he was axiT that he was misinterpreting the nixn.

5) 7"t ;m1ruw 7"x1an explains there’s only a niao on n'zrn who was concerned based on
a NN about the future, and not on N1 who witnessed firsthand the worlds destruction.



(Seemingly naow " is understanding that n1 was wrong in making niiawn, however
after the destruction he witnessed 'n didn't come with words of nnyo rather
encouragement. This would stand well with the waTn that indeed na did receive a way
for this).

6) Based on the above understanding that both m1 and n'7rn were wrong, we can
explain that although there was a niyo on n'prn who was a p*Tx 1na, however ni1 who
was minx 1vujm needed words of encouragement (1I>nin'? Vo).

7) There is a famous n"nn Ix as well as a n'nn w91 who differentiate between before
NN nn when one has to use his own 71;7'w to understand 'n ¥, therefore there’s no
nijn for a nwo of nn? XannT 'wad TN, and after nnin |mn were one has to follow what
the nnIn says regardless of his own 71j7'w.

8) The 1 wonixary explains that when 'n originally said "n9", this was understood by
N1 as a "n'n not a 1y, he was allowed to make niiawn not to use this A\n'n. However,

when the nain later repeats 1"ino it then became a arn, hence the nayo on n'pN.

9) Similarly we can say that when 'n originally said "n9", it was understood by na to be
nI'p without a nixn arrn. However, when the nin later repeats 1"no it then became a

ar'n, hence the niayo on n'pTn.

10) Many nainnx say that before nnin |nn a nm |2 only has a orp without a nixn arn.
Based on this we can say that the problem making niiawn is on a nixn arn and not a

oIy,

Great question, | sent a recording of this and this is a copy.

There’s no contradiction on the Brisker Rav as Noach was entitled to make a cheshbon
as he already fulfilled his obligation of having children according to Bais Shami by
having at least two sons. Chezkiyhu didn’t fulfill the commandment of pru urvu
according to any opinion and therefore couldn’t make a cheshbon like Noach and not
like Rivka who wasn’t bound by the commandment to propagate all together.



Besides answering the difficulty there’s also support for his mahalach. According to the
opinion that Moshe was a reincarnation of Noach it makes sense that they would both
hold like bais Shammi and have sons, which is what they only had. Also, there would
have been a difficulty (raisa) on Moshe’s Kal vachomer that he made by matan Torah
when he said, ”If they have to separate from their wives for three days before seeing
Hashem then surely | have to from now on as | can see Him at any moment.” He

couldn’t make such a cheshbon (kal vachomer) if he was still obligated to do pru urvu.

Similarly, there’s an opinion that Mariam was punished (7 days) for disrespecting her
father and was punished (tzraas) for suspecting Moshe. How did she offend her father?
She complained, to Aaron, that Moshe made a wrong cheshbon to separate from his
wife as he didn’t fulfill pru urvu by having a boy and girl like bias Hillel. However, when
she was young she asked her father how he can make a cheshbon to separate from his
wife if he didn’t fulfil pur urvu of having two sons like bais Shami. So, she was punished
for seven days for retroactively showing she was insincere to her father. | see from this
vort that Amram and Moshe made two different cheshbon, which depended on pru urvu,
respectively to remarry and to separate. Also, | see one can make a cheshbon as long

as he fulfills the mitzvah according to one opinion.

Also, the cheshbon isn’t limited to pru urvu as you had mentioned - this is a yesod in
Brisk. | see this from Shoftim 4:4 where she’s referred to as the wife of “wicks” as Rabbi
Yisroel Reisman said, It was only after she fulfilled her obligation as a wife, by giving her
husband wicks so he can be busy lighting the way around the mishkan, was she able to
become a judge.

Finally, The Brisker Rav explanation makes Sara correct in her request not to bring a
bad person into the world while the other pasht makes her into someone who didn’t
know better.

David Geltzer

Shalom Ubracha



Noach already had kids so he already fulfill the mitzvah, thats why H' had to give him a
havtacha in order for himnto have more. But by Chizkihau he didnt have any children,
he was still missing the mitzvah thats why he was punished

Isaac Saban

Reb Dovid,

Just to reiterate, | love your work. You are a real mechayev to Baalei Batim everywhere

to continue learning like a mentch, years after we leave Yeshiva.

| didn't think the Raiyah from Noach was a great proof for one simple reason. HKBH
wasn't conceding that Noach was correct by refusing to leave the Teivah. Perhaps
Noach was just as wrong as Chizkiyah. Chizkiyah was about to die for his impropriety.
Noach perhaps was just as wrong, but at that moment in time, killing him for this aveirah
was not so plausible, being that he was essentially the only person alive. (His kids
aside.) The Brisker Rav is correct, we don't make Cheshbonos, even if we are 100%
certain that we are correct. The Rainbow after the Mabul was a way to get Noach off the
Teivah, without further casualties, since casualties at that moment were not particularly
affordable. Hence the rainbow was a gift, in spite of the fact that Noach was doing
something that warranted the same punishment as Chizkiyah. But a gift that was
necessary for the time and place.

Not sure if this is what you were looking for. It may be too balabatish, but | think it poses
a significant weakness in the question.

Keep Shteiging.
Meir Fried

TN NWR K7W NOIRAIL LN YYND KM RNININ WATAN OY ' NIDN22 'Nan T Nt TV
NINNTT NYAD TN "N 'RTIR 'OKRT 7Na0 7w 197 2"Kun XTID X1 790 [XOT N'Nin 7w 19

R L7



D'YAIT |'RY 2MINE D'RIND DN 7R 7 TT N 2 T R T et pI2'nT oni? R
ynw) N1 '97 NNY'Y PN D7IVN QYT DIYN DN D70W DINNRD NNIR 172 27T 728 ,8PT Xnyo
NNUD R TR DIXN DY ARTRY A 70971 .(N119700 nowna 122#/123# o1 Th niv'w
DIPN2 ,2AY"N ITO NNNN NN 1IN 72U N1 D"RUN 0”10 7w 112wN QAWN7 17 |'KY 1Ta10 N0

nra n”n,‘m 17 DTINW ynwn |2KR1,N11D] NN'"N 1AIY'N 0N INNY'Y Yun
NN NTIN

.07NINY IR



Comments on the Shiur

The comment made that there is an ethical difference between tax avoidance and using
guestionable activities to show less income in order to qualify for entitlement programs
was well taken. My chavrusa in Mirrer Yeshiva learned in Kol Torah by Rav Shlomo
Zalman Aurbach ztl and asked him this exact question.

Rav Shlomo Zalaman Aurbach personally told him that when it comes to avoiding
paying taxes is it permitted to use every legal loophole, while when it comes to taking
programs we have to be machmir since we are taking money from the government and
are dealing with the possible prohibition of gezel and Chillel Hashem..

Raphael Z. Grossman

Shiur Suggestions
Hi,
Did you perhaps do a podcast on ninim Bread at all? Like if it's a real thing etc.

Yanky Greene
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