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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions

If we would be concerned about pikuach nefesh by milah then that would mean the
mitzvah would be totally bottul. That which the Torah commanded to do this mitzvah
means despite the normal risk. This is in contrast with pikuach nefesh on Shabbos

which is only situational and temporary.

A. Franklin

Shalom R’ Dovid,

In terms of the first riddle, why we don’t learn from the mitzvah of milah that we aren’t
choshesh for the mi'ut by piku’ach nefesh, | think the answer is as follows: When the
Vw10 gives us a mitzvah that necessitates n1do, it's obvious that we have to do that
mitzvah despite the risk — this would be true regardless of whether the n1>0 was a mi'ut
or even a Rov. The strongest example of this is the Minchas Chinuch (425) that the
mitzvah of killing the 7 nations applies despite the very real and normal possibility that
Jews will die through those wars. As such, when the gemara is trying to figure out
whether we're choshesh lemi’'ut by safek ni>o, it can’t bring a ra’ayah from a mitzvah
where there’s inherently ni1o, as then you could learn from mny 't nnnn that the

Torah never cares about n100 as well, which nna 'ni clearly contradicts.

In terms of the 2nd riddle, a number of acharonim ask this question and even
recommend not to wear tefillin during a bris because of this (see Yalkut Yosef tefillin p.
895). One answer though can be found in the Pri Megadim Mishbetzos Zahav 31:1 who
explains that the |y is to always have two osios, which act as “eidim” for our
relationship with Hashem. On Shabbos, where we already have the os of milah and the
os of Shabbos, it's a zilzul to the os of Shabbos to wear tefillin, since it makes it seem
like the Os of Shabbos wasn’t good enough to count as the 2nd eid. However, during
the weekday when we’re emphasizing the Os of milah, we specifically wear tefillin
during that time so that we have the two “eidim”/osios we need (that of milah and that of
tefillin) to testify to our special relationship with Hashem.



Kol Tuv,

Jed Zaslow

1) To make the question stronger, a real Pikuach Nefesh could be docheh Milah as we
see that Klal yisroel stopped doing milah in the midbar because there was no Ruach
Tzefonis to heal (Bamidbar Raba 3:6 and Yevomos 72a)? It seems that there is a chiluk
to answer, by shabbos the risk of life is "viewable" before us, therefore we are required
to take it into consideration. By Milah, however, a standard milah will have no death but
an known medical complication may cause harm. This is a danger that is not "viewable"
and therefore not a consideration. We can also Zug better based on the above
medrash Raba. The Medrash finishes that Shevet levi continued to keep Bris in the
Midbar. The Shayla is how were they allowed to risk their kids lives? We can answer
that we don't take pikuach nefesh as a cheshbon to eradicate a mitzva completely. The
machlokes klal Yisroel and shevet levi was as follows: klal yisroel thought that since
they would imminently be entering Eretz Yisroel they are only pausing Bris Millah while
Shevet Levi tayned that since they did not know exactly when they would enter Eretz
Yisroel it is not proper to wait indefinitely.

2) the Rokeach in siman 30 brings from the Smag that it is only an issue to have more
than two Oisos. The logic is that an Ois is like an Eid and two Eidim are like a hundred
so having more than two Oisos looks like a disgrace because the extra Ois is
redundant. Therefore, a bris on shabbos there is only two (alternatively the bris is
docheh shabbos so there is only the Ois of bris) and at a bris with tefillin there are two
(bris and tefillin). The rokeach asks that if so, someone without a bris due to an Oness
should wear tefillin on shabbos? | heard BiShem Rav Chaim Kanievsky that Ain Hacha
Nami somone without a bris should wear tefilin on shabbos. The Tzitz Eliezer (14:4)
answers that the question is a non starter because the issue with double Ois is only on
the same person but here the Ois of bris is on the baby while the Ois of Tefillin is on the
Father. Nevertheless, it is nice for the father to wear tefillin to cause an Ois to happen

while engaing in an Ois.



Thank you so much,
May you continue to be Marbeitz Torah,

Ephraim Berger

Hi,
Some answers to the riddles of the week:

1) Why mila is permitted to begin with is asked by the Chasam Sofer (Y"D, Teshuva
245), and from his answers to that question we can perhaps extract two answers to our
guestion: 1) that the "lo halchu b'pikuach nefesh achar ha'rov" by mila is unique
because mila is a mitzva and thus the mitzva is "magen u'matzil" to a degree that the
chances of death are even below one in a thousand (the typical threshold for pikuach
nefesh, as discussed on prior Headlines episodes), or 2) that we only say "lo halchu
b'pikuach nefesh achar ha'rov" in a case where the miut is "lifanenu”; however, in a
case like mila where the miut is not immediately facing us (but may happen in the
future) we do in fact go achar ha'rov.
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2) Two possible answers based on the Aruch HaShulchan (Siman 31, Seif 3), which is
in turn based on (I believe) the Rokeach, Eliyahu Raba and Mishbetzos Zahav on the
same Siman: 1) That only osos of the same "type" are mezalzel each other. and while
both Shabbos and Tefillin are osos that are zecher I'yeztias mitzrayim, mila is not, or 2)
that in fact two osos are required at any given time, and so Tefillin and mila do not
present any issue at all (since at any given time there will either be Shabbos/Yom Tov

and mila or Tefillin and mila).
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Best
David Birnbaum
Shalom Aleichem,

Here is my try at this week's riddles of the week!

1. Why are we not choshesh for the miyut who might die when performing bris
milah as we are when fulfilling pikuach nefesh?



| would answer from the Gemara in Nedarim 31b: "the mitzvah of milah is so great that
were it not for milah, haKadosh Baruch Hu would not have created His world." Milah
itself is associated with creation, indeed, it is absolutely necessary for creation as
Hashem intended it. Brit milah is also why we merited to have the yam suf split for us,
according to the Midrash, and we know that kriyat yam suf was no simple or easy
matter. That milah is associated with life, rather than death, and with miracles above all
odds (kriyat yam suf), it is reasonable that we would have a level of bitachon that the
milah will be successful that is more than by a general case of pikuach nefesh.

The Gemara on Yevamot 72a discusses dangers associated with specific cases of
milah, and Rav Pappa says that "on a cloudy or windy day, we may neither do bris
milah nor blood-let [because of the danger], but today, "de-dashu bei rabim" since
people are accustomed to doing it, "hashem guards the simple ones" (shomer petaim
hashem). From this angle, even when there may be a danger with milah, we follow the
custom of the community, which in our case is to do milah despite the potential dangers.
Elsewhere on this daf, the Gemara says that the northern winds did not blow for 40
years, which is why the Jews did not do milah in the midbar. R Aryeh Leibowitz infers
from this that milah by its very nature may be dangerous (without the effect of the
northern winds). If this is the case, that milah brings with it inherent risk, and still,
Hashem commanded us in it, it must be that we tolerate more risk in milah than we

might for other mitzvot.

Of course, the Halacha is clear that if there's a shadow of a doubt that this baby would
not survive the milah on Day 8, we push it off until the baby is healed because sakanat
nefashot is docheh ha-kol and we can do milah later (SA YD 263 for more details as to
when the milah should be done if it is pushed off). We also take precautions to minimize
the chance that something will go wrong (R Hershel Schachter of YU encourages
mohalim to use gloves; other literature on metzitzah be-peh). Therefore, we do not take
pikuach nefesh or sakanat nefashot lightly by milah, even if we treat the miyut
differently.

I'd also add that in much of what we do - driving cars, procreating included - there is a
risk. We are not choshesh for the rov when there is a miyut hamtzui (Ramban on Chullin



12a), but | don't believe we meet that criteria by milah (would have to be at least 10%
occurrence acc to Mishkenot Yaakov. In reality, it may be closer to 1% overall in the US
according to some studies, so it would be a miyut she-eino matzui). Furthermore, Shem
Aryeh in Darchei Teshuva YD 116:52, "even for things that have a risk of sakanah,
nevertheless, for something where it's the world's minhag (common practice) and, it's
necessary, we are not concerned for the risk)..." He goes on to speak about travelling
for business or food vs pleasure, and knowing how serious Jews take milah and have
for generations and that milah is docheh shabbos, | would say say it's a necessity and

we are not concerned (it's common practice and rare as well, as noted above)

2. How do we reconcile the fact that on Shabbat, we don't put on tefillin because

of the competing "Ot's

(also an Ot)?

but during milah (an Ot) we davka do leave on tefillin

Before answer the riddle, it's important to note that many Sefardim and others do take
off their tefillin before Milah (Aruch Hashulchan YD 265:38, Moshe Bunim
Pirutinsky, Ateret Tzvi and Beit Yisrael brought there, Rabbi Moshe Leib of Sassov).
The Mishnah Brurah, however, in 25:55 notes that "and on a day on which there is a
milah, it's fitting that one not remove their tefillin until after milah because milah is an Ot
and tefillin are an Ot," like the Shakh.

Various acharonim offer a number of reasons:

1. The Ot of Milah is on the baby, who is not actually wearing tefillin. Therefore, there is
no competing "Ot" between the adults, who are wearing the Ot of tefillin, and the bris
milah. (R Ovadia Yosef)

2. The Ot is not the maaseh ha-milah, but rather the fact that the baby is circumcised
(Rav Moshe). Therefore, there is one "Ot" at the time of milah while it is happening, and

that is the tefillin. Only after milah is complete does the Ot of milah materialize.

3. At all times, the Jewish people need two otot. During a weekday, when milah is done,
the two Ot's would be milah and tefillin, and on Shabbat, it would be Shabbat and milah
(since once one gets milah, the Ot is there constantly) and no tefillin (Smag, Levush).



4. The Gemara in Megillah 16b links tefillin and milah through the pasuk in Esther 8:16 -

"...sasson vikar" - sasson is tefillin; vikar is tefillin.

5. Shabbat and tefillin may compete with one another because they are both related to
yetziat mitzrayim, but tefillin and milah don't share similar messages.

Loren Berman

1. With regards to 1st Q the rabbonim never uproot an entire mitzvah for everyone
because of a miyoit we can bring proof of from RIshonim as how can we ever blow
shofar on any RH even non-shabbos we may end up fixing it like any musical
instrument.  They answer that the rabbonim don'thave power to

completely Unroot mitzvah same here by Milah and Pikuach nefesh.

2. the reason why shabbos we don't wear tefillin is there we have shabbos + bris which
is two however during the week we just have added bris of an actual event of bris
milah would not create a 3rd oiyis for us personally therefor we leave on out tefillin by

bris.

Yitzi Sprecher

1. The reason we don't choshesh for the minority in the sakanah of doing a bris milah is
because (except in the case of extremely high risk as the brother of hemophiliacs) the
bris milah is the core mitzvah allowing us to live as Jews allowing us to perform all of
the other mitzvot. The punishment for not doing a milah is death (like Moshe Rabbeinu
before his son's bris) or worse- Kareis. A surgical procedure that carries small risk but
great benefit is allowed to be performed- in the same way a bris that carries small but
definite risk to the child carries greater benefit that overweighs the risk. In fact, the Bris
Milah is equivalent to the rest of the 612 mitzvot (the gematria of Bris is 612). Also, if not
for the Milahthe world would not be in existence , as it says in Yirmiyahu- Im Lo Brisi

Yomam Valayla.



2. Shabbat, tefillin, and bris milah are all called an Os. So why dont' we put on tefilin on
Shabbat or Chag (or Moed according to Sefaradim or Nusach Ari) yet we keep our
tefilin on when the bris is performed and it isn't called a zilzul (Shach. Magen Avrohom)-
Aruch Hashulchan and baal Sefer Habrit both say the opposite, that tefilin should be
removed just as the Kohanim removed their tefilin to do the Avodah (Zevachim 19a).
The Chida also felt there was zilzul in wearing tefilin during the Bris, and Rav Ovadiah
Yosef agrees with this. In addition, if the bris is on Rosh Chodesh, all opinions hold that
we do not put on tefilin again after Mussaf for the bris. (Rabbi Haim Jachter).

So it seems that when there is an ot we are involved with and another ot then comes
along (the bris) we don't have to take off the tefilin- it isn't a zilzul since the tefilin are
already on for davening. However, once we take off the tefilin before the bris (ie.
Mussaf), we are then worried that there will be a zilzul of one ot to another.

https://jewishlink.news /features/23792-should-a-father-wear-tefillin-at-the-brit-milah-

of-his-son.

Rav Eider in his Brit Milah book (VII:A:4) states that we leave the tefilin on until after the

bris is completed- the bris isn't an os until it is effected. Then we take off the tefilin.

Finally, Reb Moshe Feinstein says that the difference between Shabbat and Bris is that
bris is a 24/7 mitzvah- by its nature it is non-exclusive and therefore doesn't conflict with
another os. Also, the os of the tefilin is on the adults- the new os of the bris is on the

baby! So there is no conflict (the baby isn't wearing tefilin!).

Hopefully these are the answers you were expecting. Keep up your strong work!!
Yaakov Stroh

Hello my name is sruly modes and | would like to give answers to the weekly riddles.

1). "Ain holchen b'pikuch nefashas acher rov" is a savara in the geder of "ve'chai
buhem”, that an issur is dochei for any chance of saving a life, even if it's only a "tzat
miut". However by Milah, were the danger is not just an outside side effect which may


https://jewishlink.news/features/23792-should-a-father-wear-tefillin-at-the-brit-milah-of-his-son
https://jewishlink.news/features/23792-should-a-father-wear-tefillin-at-the-brit-milah-of-his-son

occur in particular scenarios, rather the actual mitzva is do an act which has to it a
danger, the actual mitzva itself lays in a direct contraction to "ve'chei buhem", and by
virtue of the fact that the torah gave this mitzvah, apparently "ve'chei buhem™ was never
said here, (just like we find by yebum that although karus is not dochei for a mitzvah,
when that is the actual mitzvah apparently the torah is making an exception, here too
since it's "Mitzvahsa bekach", apparently "ve'chei buhem" was never said on this

danger).

Furthermore the Chasam sofer explains that the Gemarah is just saying that
theoretically the Mitzvah should kill, however in reality the danger is not even a "tzat
miut”, as the Mitzvah protects. (Although we don't rely on nissem, sakana is never
defined by the science rather the statistics "matzei hazaika", being that after all said and
done the danger is not matzei, "ve'chei buhem" is not applicable).

2). The "Orach hashulchan" explains that a person must always of two oiseios, when
shabbos is the second ois accompanying milah there is no need for tefillon. However
wearing tefilon by a bris is not a bezion to milah, rather it shows that during the week
tefilon is the ois accompanying milah.
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Hi R' Dovid | would like to answer last weeks riddles sorry for the delay. | saw a nice
pshat from satmar rov who explains the medrash that Mamrai advised him to be mal
while the others said it's a Sakana so you're not allowed. He brings a yismach Moshe
that asks why do we pasken that a chassid may get killed for any mitzvah it's says
vachai bahem? The answer is that for him mitzvahs are his whole life if you take it away
he has no vachai. This was mamrai's argument that if you won't do milah you're not
living. The same can be said on every yid since it's the essence of his hashroas
hashchina he may be mosar nefesh like a chasid since without the shechina we have

no life !

Riddle 2 | think there are two types of oisos symbols one symbol is a reminder which we
don't want to make two not to be mezalzel in the other one. A second type of symbol is
a seal the kings seal on us hashroas hashchina, that's not a contradiction to a reminder.

I'm actually thinking that R' Moshe might mean something like this that tefilin is a
reminder of our connection to hashem which leads us to make a bris which in itself is

the connection.
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Presumably, The mekor for the person’s comment that asking a kashya on the Brisker
Rav is miwn 72y p72ind is from the Rambam quoted by the Shulchan Aruch in YD
Siman 242:2. But he clearly didn't see the Rema in the next sif which quotes the
Tremas Hadeshen (quoted by the Shach 3) that of course one may ask questions and

bring proofs against his pnam 121 —071y 7w DT XN PY

Dovid Dick



Comments on the Shiur

To Rabbi Dovid Lichtenstein,

Thank you for your entertaining and thought-provoking podcasts. I'd like to provide
some feedback on the podcast on Kiruv.

| am a chassidishe mother of 4 children, one of whom, the baby, receives a lot of
therapy at home. One of his therapists is a lost Jew, a wonderful woman married to a
Catholic. Her parents grew up in the tenement projects on the Lower East Side. Her
grandparents, Rosenthal, were completely frum and spoke only Yiddish. Unfortunately,
although she's made many friends in our ultra-chassidic community, she made it clear
from the start that she is not interested in keeping anything.

| spent a lot of time thinking about her. Although | have zero experience in Kiruv, | felt
that if Hashem put her into my home twice a week, | must do something about it. | tried
baking her challah, but she refused to wait until shabbos to eat it. | debated whether |
should type up a challah card with the blessings, purpose, meaning, etc etc.. | thought
of getting her a Star of David necklace. Time passed and still, | did not know what was
the right thing to do.

Until Hashem led me to listen to your podcast.
Eureka!

All 1 have to do is LOVE her. How brilliant! And how HARD! WIth many therapists
coming and going every day, it has become difficult to sit with them and listen to their
endless chatter. But after listening to your podcast, | realized that listening, talking, and
emphasizing with this therapist is much simpler and more important than any other lofty
ideas | previously had.

| also realized that ALL of his therapists, frum or not, Jewish or otherwise, deserve to be
mekarev, because that is what we should be: a light unto the nations. Your podcast
made me realize that | can do kiruv with ALL of the yidden in my life (starting with my
family)!



Thank you, thank you, thank you!

Until now, opening my door to a constant stream of therapists was really difficult and

unpleasant, something | even viewed as a "nisayon”. Now | am actually excited that |

get the opportunity to do "kiruv" several times a day =~ .
Sincerely,

Goldy S.

Dear Rabbi Dovid,

I'm curious about how to reconcile the Christian idea of infallibility while taking totally an
"it's totally normal" approach to "Let's ask the Daas Torah" on this or that. and How
does it reconcile with the whole notion (as understood nowadays) of Gedolim? Also, it
works the other way around, by the Gedolim and Daas Torah way, you get emails about
infallibility.

Perhaps you are the one to tackle this issue because (I'm no expert) there's a famous
article written by Rav Aaron Lichtenstein.

Brevity, Brevity, Brevity (I'd love to write more, but...).
Shabbat Shalom.
Yair Salem

My Rosh Yeshiva Rav Yaacov Weinberg zt"l| explained the reason that we don"t argue
on the Rishonim, isn't because they can't make a mistake, because every human being
can be mistaken. It's just that the chances that | will be the one to catch him on the
mistake are just about nil. But that's with Rishonim.

Yonah Taube



Shiur Suggestions

Can an episode be done on the Flatbush Eruv? it has become more common to see all

types of Jews using it (chassidish, young israel, sefardi, etc)

David Pretter





