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Answers to the Questions
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| would like to suggest the following solutions:

1) Regarding chosson fasting on wedding day, we learn from Eisav that this is a day
when one gets forgiven, however that does not mean that we should emulate
Eisav's behavior! The point is that since we understand that it is a day of forgiveness, it



is appropriate that one should be in "Teshuva-mode", and fasting is one aspect of that.
Indeed Eisav should have fasted, but we know he didn't always do what he was
supposed to!

2) Regarding Rivkah giving Eisav's coat to Yaakov, if we follow the view (mentioned by
Rashi) that Yaakov was rightfully entitled to the firstborn's bracha because he
purchased the Bechora from Eisav, then we can say that implicit in Eisav's sale of the
Bechora was the right for Yaakov to utilize Eisav's assets, if necessary, to obtain
whatever is rightfully associated with the Bechora. Therefore, since Yaakov was now
entitled to get the firstborn's bracha, and since Rivkah and Yaakov determined that the
only way for this to occur was for Yaakov to wear Eisav's coat (in order that Yitzchak
should think he is Eisav), Yaakov was legally entitled to make use of Eisav's coat in this
specific context.

Mordechai Kushner

Wesley Hills, NY

1) In terms of your question about why it seems a chosson only gets kappara through
teshuva (since he fasts) when Esav clearly sinned right afterwards, | saw two good

answers:

A) the sefer Peninim Mibei Midrasha (pgs 213-214) notes it's not necessarily true that a
Chosson has to do teshuva. This is really a machlokes Acharonim (See the Even
Yisrael 7:36:9). If so, really esav received kappara without any teshuva, and the same is
true for a chosson. Why then does he fast? Because fasting is just a way to signify the
kedushal/significance of the day. A precedent to this can be seen from shitas Rebbe in
Yoma 85b who thinks that Yom Kippur is mechaper all aveiros without doing Teshuva.
But obviously he still requires one to fast, as that's a pasuk. You see we sometimes fast
despite that the kappara will occur without any teshuva.

B) Even if you say that a Chosson doesn’t get automatic kappara, the Torah Temimah
here explains that the drasha really just tells us that a Chosson’s wedding day is



mesugal for kappara but still needs to be earned in some way. However, that kappara
can be earned through mitzvos or other zechuyos besides for Teshuva. The drasha
teaches that Esav received kappara because he specifically married Yishma’el’s
daughter as a fulfillment of kibbud av ( np'1 ‘121 7171 AR PNX' *2'y2a [V NIA NIV D 1YWY R
n7nn nx). That zechus combined with the segulah of the day gave him kappara, even
though he continued to do other sins as you pointed out from the next Rashi. A chosson
therefore fasts in order to similarly accumulate zechuyos so that he’ll get the kapparas

avonos, but again that zechus doesn’t necessarily have to be through teshuva.

2) In terms of how Rivka could be n7iw T [IT792, the simplest and | think correct answer
is that she was doing it to fulfill the nevuah she was told “a'wx Tiay' 211.” The Ramban
has a yesod in multiple places that if one is given a nevuah or dream, then one is
allowed to do what would otherwise be an aveirah to fulfill what you know is the ratzon
Hashem. He uses this to explain why Yosef violated kibbud av and never told him that
he was alive in Egypt (in order to fulfill his dream of the sheaves bowing down to him
without his father before the dream where his second dream where his father is
represented bowing down as well), and he also says the Egyptians wouldn’t have been
punished for mistreating klal yisrael if they were doing so to fulfill the nevuah of niTavi
onix 1nyi. Accordingly, Rivka’s fulfillment of 7'y miay' 211 through shlichus yad isn’t really

a problem.

| also saw a fancier answer in the name of the Chasam Sofer that we know it was leil
pesach, and you're allowed to use a "1 7w |bwn on Pesach according to the Maharil

guoted in MA 472:2. Since Esav was a nochri, this was "nin.
Kol Tuv,
Naftali Dembitzer

So first Q was Eisav didn't do Teshuva, but he got Mechila, why then do we

Ashkenazim fast on our wedding day?

So indeed the GRA to EH 61 cites the Yerushami Bikkurim that ties it back to Eisav.



Simple answer to first question: yes, if we don't fast, then we're like Eisav who got
mechila without doing teshuva! We don't want to be like EisaVv!

But | think it's a very good question because Rav Ovadia Yosef in Yecheveh
Daat quotes many sources establishing that the main custom among the Sephardim

was and is/ought to be
Second Q

| wanted to suggest maybe through Midrash that the question assumed that Eisav
owned the clothes. But | don't think that's true, (a) Eisav stole them from Nimrod (b)
They belonged rightfully to Yitzchak.
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actually, they were stolen from Nimrod. and Nimrod stole them from Adam haRishon.

So actually they belonged to Yitzchak, the son of Avraham, the son of Noach... etc back
to Adam. They didn't belong to Eisav at all. and Rivka was Yitzchak's wife, and she was
okay with letting one of her sons use the clothes, she gave reshut to Yaakov or Eisav to

use the clothes when they wanted to use them.

Joshua Skootsky

Some answers to the riddles of the week:

1) Perhaps one answer is that in addition to the Yerushalmi, the following Bavli is

another Talmudic source for a chasan's sin being forgiven:
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Rashi writes on the the word "mispakekin™ that
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To explain the use of that specific word and Rashi's explanation of it, Rav Yoshiyahu
Pinto explains (Kesef Nivchar, Chayei Sarah, Derush 2) that the gemara specifically
described the sins as being "mispakekin® because they are not forgiven entirely but
merely "closed up"--and if the chasan does not to teshuva, they are taken right back
out. Perhaps, notwithstanding the Yerushalmi, the fasting is done as a precaution for
this Bavli (and for the other reason brought for the practice: the groom and bride not
getting drunk).
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Another answer, offered by many, is that Rashi (in some girsaos, and apparently the
one used in the Headlines sources) says "avonoseha", implying that only she did
teshuva and only her sins were mochel, not his. (Also, perhaps, why it is
nirmaz specifically in her name.)
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Alternatively, and appropriately given who you were asking the question to, the Pnei
Menachem (Toldos, 5754) explains that non-Jews are not eligible for teshuva and offers
Esav as an example. So perhaps we fast because, unlike Esav, we can do teshuva and

thus can only get the mechila if we in fact do so.
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Finally, a fourth possible answer, based on the Torah Temima (28:9), is that while Esav
may have married an additional wife and been "mosif al rishaso" in some sense, he also
pleased his father by marrying a non-Canaanite woman. Perhaps this is what merited
his teshuva and what we're trying to parallel with our fasting.
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2) The Chasam Sofer asks this question and provides two answers: 1) that Esav was
still somech al shulchan aviv and thus the garments actually belong to Yitzchak (and a
wife can get a small hana'a from her husband's property without his knowledge); or 2)
that the incident took place on Erev Pesach, during which there is a special
dispensation on using the pikadon of a non-Jew. The first answer is a bit hard to
understand as Esav was by that point married; perhaps he was simply an early adopter

of the trend to move back in with one's parents.
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Others, including Rav Moshe Shternbuch (Taam V'Daas, Toldos), answer that the
clothing was taken from Nimrod and thus didn't actually belong to Esav. (And taking
them Nimrod's descendants isn't an issue either because they weren't in their



possession for some time or because they were non-Jews and there's no issur of
shoel shelo mi'daas in the case of a non-Jew.)
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A fourth possible answer, based on the Tanchuma (Tanchuma Buber Toldos 12) is that
these begadim were in fact destined for service in the mishkan (since at that point
bechorim were supposed to serve) and thus Yaakov had a right to them since he had

purchased the bechora from Esav.
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A final, more simply answer could simply be that Rivka understood that giving Yaakov
the coat was necessary to ensure the future of the Jewish people and thus relied on
some kind of "eis la'asos". The Ramban in Miketz (42:9) uses an explanation along
these lines to explain why Yosef did not reach out to Yaakov and let him know where he
was: he knew from his dreams that going undercover in Mitzrayim was necessary for

the future.
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Best,

David Birnbaum

Hi my name is Sruly Modes and | would like to offer a few answers to this week's
riddles.

A) 1. R Chaim explains the reason to fast, since marriage only creates a situation were
its easier to do teshuva, but not an automatic mechepar. The name machles doesn't

alluded to Eisav actually doing Teshuva, rather to his situation of teshuva being easier.

2. R' Shteinman explains that although a Chasson gets Kaporah even without complete
Teshuva, the fast ensures that he has "Herurai Teshuva", (this answers a different
week's if "Herurai Teshuva" is enough, as there's a difference between a Chossan &
regular person). Although Eisav continue his wicked ways, the Medresh says he was
"dayta lesgair" which can't be literal as he was a "Yisroel mumar" rather it must mean

"Herurai Teshuva'".



3. R' Moshe Shternbach explains that a choson fasts to establish his mind set in
marriage “leshem shmayim”, as only then is he granted Kaporah. Although Eisav may
have continued his wickedness, we do find that this marriage was some what "leshem

shmayim" to be like his father.

B) 1. Since Rivkah knew b'navuah that the brachos must go to Yaakov, she assume
taking eisavs coat to be hashem's will in this situation. The Nefesh Hachaim says that
although the avos kept the entire torah, it was based on the understanding that it's

Hashem's will, but not when they evaluated hashems will to do differently.

2. R' dovid Solovatick answers that Eisav must of stole from both yaakov and Rivka,
and the halacha is that a Shomer may keep a pekodan as payment for a prior debt.

3. R' dovid gives another answer, that the Pasuk emphasis that the coat was with her
"b'beis"”, to imply that tstipulated in the agreement to watch the coat was that she may

use it as seen fit.

4. Based on the many Medrashim which imply that this coat was "bigdei kehuna",
presumably this was included in the sale of bechora, therefore Rivka gave Ya'akov what
was rightfully his. (We find this concept in the Medresh that Yaakov acquired the coat
through his "massim tovim", which Meforshim explain to mean through his acquisition of
the Bechorah.

5. Achronim answer based on the Halacha that a shomer may use a pekaton when
necessary for its upkeep, that yaakov's wearing must of been "le'tzorach habeged"

1. the chassam sofer hints to the question. so the zoha says that the
clothing actually belonged to odom horishoin and Nimrod used them when he fought
and when esav defeated him he stole them off him, and he gave the to rivka to look
after and he took them whenever he went out to fight, and yaacov was "ke'en yofi shel
adam harishon" so when he wore them he had a reyach toiv like odom. and on that day
esav didn't use them so rivka gave them to yaakov. so wee see the clothing belonged to
the yorshei nimrod and esav had stolen them, and rivka was not oiver gezeilah for 2



reasons: 1. it was already not in the reshus of the yorshim, 2. there is no issur of
gezeila from a non jew and just as there is no issur of taking a lost item of a non jew and
the issur of gezel by a non jew is if he takes it from his hand betoiras gezel but not when
he it "shoel" it and has intention of returning it, except when its a chilul hashem which is
not applicable here

2. Esav was mechaven Ishaim shomayim because he knew that his father didn't want
him to marry into kena'an so he married bas yishmoel and someone that marries
lesahim shomayim Hashem is moichel his avairios. also there is actually a machlokes
between rav Shlomo Zalman and Rav Yisroel Yaacov fisher, Rav Shlomo Zalmon
(yismach leiv pg. 45) holds that this mechila is only if teshuva is done just like yom
kippur also needs teshuva, but Rav Yisroel yaacov fisher (in even yisroel) golds that its
even without teshuva and he brings a re'aya from our parsha where mochalas marries
esav and certainly esav didn't do teshuva as we see from rashi and the gemara in
megillah that esav was a rasha from beginning till the end. Also Rav Chaim in derech
Sicha (pg. 579) explains that although teshuva is needed we see from esav that

whatever matzav a person is in he can do teshuva
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Hi R' Dovid | would like to suggest answers to riddles A. The chasam sofar asks how
were the yidden allowed to borrow from the metzriem without returning it, a Ben Noach
has no kibush melchama? He explains since at the end of the shaila they were mekabel
Torah they were konei with kibush like yisrael. | think here too leil pesach masei avos
yakov borrowed since at the end of the shaila he was kovesh eisav as an eved! B. The
medrash says these were bigdei bechora so it obviously belonged to yakov who bought
the bechora.

Riddle 2. The medrash rabba when he brings the pshat about mochlas he starts that
eisav wanted to be megayer therefore he married her sounds like he really tried doing
teshuva. Afterward the medrash brings his mistake was that he didn't leave his old
wives first. | think it means he had a mistake and thought she'll fix his first wives but the
opposite occurred that hosif risha since he had no azivas Chet. So it doesn't sound like

his teshuva was correct but it seems he was nimchal at the time basher hu shom.

Meir Krass



Comments on the Show
Reb Dovid:
| thought you had a very interesting podcast this past week.

You brought up a good point about the children that grow up with no internet etc, that
their kedusha is that much higher.

You then said they would not become the gedolei hador...-- My question is as follows,
as a Gadol Hador, wouldn't it be necessary to understand the society around them in
order to properly lead their generation? In the future houses, apartment buildings will be
built with updated technology- which may require internet, or wifi to operate-- not to
accept that this technology is around and here to stay, can be damaging.

You spoke of the haskala, and as a Jewish history fan, the rabbi's were not ready for the
changes that came and in my opinion many of them opted to shut down and turn inward
rather than take the tools that the Torah provided and help the masses work their way
through it. As a general rule, back then, the Jews were more educated than the people
around them (even before going to university), and even today, our Torah forces us to
be educated-- and part of being educated is knowing what is going on around us.
Turning inward, or shutting down, in my opinion can not work, because its in our DNA to
seek more knowledge. My opinion is to teach, use the tools that we have to show how
things can be used for good and for bad. The Yetzer Hara is there, isnt it better to teach
the children what the Yetzer Hara will try and do. It's our challenge as Gds children to
make the choice, -- and only by choosing the side that is kadosh can we become the

greatest we can be.

Thank you for your continued work and podcasts bringing these important issues to all

Jews.
Have a good Shabbos.

Malki Sinensky



My next door neighbor is Rav Elyashiv's great grandson and has published many
sefarim of Rav Elyashiv's Torah. | wanted to ask him who has the coat from Rav Kook.

He told me that the whole story is "bubba maases".

Yaakov Bodenheim





