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Show Suggestions
Good morning!

| am from Switzerland and and enjoy your show a lot. | was wondering whether you
could do a show on Chodosh. We are getting close to Pessach and Chodosh is starting
to be an issue at least in Switzerland. Jewish communities in Switzerland for example
just came out with a list of Chodash/Yoshon products. The topic is interesting and many
Frum Jews don't consider Chodosh as an issue even though it is a Mitzvah of the
Torah. Also, | believe one reason was because of a dream of the Baal Shem Tov.
Would be interesting to also have a show on the validity of dreams in Psak Halacha.
The Sefer Shut Min Hashomajim is also an interesting discussion in this regards. Does
this Sefer like that have more validity than any other SHU'T?

Thanks
Best regards

Philippe Hasgall

Hi R Dovid,

| wanted to point out a topic that can be debated from a few angles, if you can please
bring it up and discuss it.

The issue is how private Mosdos accepts or rejects applicants, the way they treat
people, the path to get accepted, the right solution going forward.

In the chasidish world if a parent belongs to a specific kehilah they will get accepted no
matter how Toreidig they are, but in the non chasidish world, everyone has to fight for
themselves, maybe it's the responsibility of Agutadh Yisreal to have Mosdos.

Looking forward to hear more from you on this topic.

Dudi Seidenfeld



Hi | really appreciate your show and your courage to ask the tough questions.

| was wondering if you can give a show about giving back land and the two state
solution that has recently come into the news thanks to Mr Trump

| know there are many different opinions regarding this manner.

| know that the lubavitcher Rebbe was fire against giving back land because of a
halacha and haskafa standpoint. Reb ovadia Yosef allowed at first and then
backtracked.

Some litfishe gedolim allowed it while others didn't.
It would be a fascinating show to listen to so please take it into consideration!
Thanks

Dovie Levy

Just a small joke [which probably has some truth] when you related the story about the
bochur who didnt feel any "meshicha", i thought you were going to finish off with the
reply one of the roshei yeshiva gave, that "behama niknis bemishacha" !

Hatzlacha

Yechiel Weisz

Shalom R’ Dovid!
Vos is neies ?
2 things:

1- The name you were looking for on the podcast was John & Julie Gottman. They
created this love lab to enable them to predict very accurately divorces. Maths based
approach.

2- Shtikel proof regarding the discussion with Rabbi Greenwald.



You said Yaacov loved Rachel BEFORE deciding to work and marry her.

He said that the “love” that Yaacov had prior to marrying Rochel was NOT what we call
attraction commonly today, it was a more noble long term love.

The shtikel proof to support his claim is that the possuk says (Bereishis 29, 20) :

«So0 Jacob served seven years for Rachel and they seemed to him but a few days
because of his love for her.»

Usually when we feel love, the opposite happens, a few days seems like years!

That’s proof that the love he felt was of a different type, kind of a Lishmah love, altruistic
in some sense.

Kol tuv,

N.

Show Suggestions

Could you do a show on cults in the jewish community, and when a "frum" community
turns into total control.

Lazer F.



Answers to the Questions
Dear Reb Dovid
Thank you for the wonderful program.
Regarding the riddles:

1. The halacha is that the family can take it back nnown nas niwn. But that wouldn't
apply in this case and there can be no greater nnswn nas than having 1wy buried there
instead of apy.

2. The grandson acting as the nTn 7x1a is allowed because although he acts against his
grandfather, he acts on behalf of his father who he has a greater obligation of honor to.

3. The Y7 "0 explains that it refers to the nwiTp of the nna as 7"tn say (\win n'mx 7vian
N7,

Kol tov
Levi Silman

Cape Town
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Hi Reb Dovid,

In one of your riddles this week you asked how would Yosef prove to his brothers that
he is their brother by showing them that he is 71nn, earlier rashi brought down that yosef
forced all the mitzriim to get a bris?

There are many answers given to this question. | will bring 3 of them that resonate with
me:



1) All the other Egyptians had their bris within the last year or so (after they had no
money for food, yosef made them get a bris). But Yosef had his bris close to 40 years
earlier. B'pashtus you could tell the difference between a bris that was done very
recently, and one that was done many years earlier. So they were able to tell he had his
bris at 8 days old like the bnei yisroel.

2) The Chizkuni brings that the Egyptians had their bris only because they had no
money to pay for food, they had no choice, and were forced to get a bris to get food.

But Yosef (and probably paroh) would not have had a bris, because they had food and
no one forced them to get a bris. That was Yosef's proof, he showed them that he does
have a bris, so it must be it's because he is their brother and from the bnei yisroel.

3) Al pi chasidus and kabala, the brothers didn't just see his bris physically, but they
saw that he has not been w7 N2 nixa paw. That he was not like the Egyptians, and
he was not 7w>1 with his bris. That was the proof that he was not an Egyptian, but from
the Bnei yisroel who follow the Torah.

It goes well with what is known in kabbalah and chasiddus that Yosef is Ti0' n1'na which
is known to be wTiz N2 nix (as mentioned in 1IN'7x NNO).

Yasher koach for all you do to be marbitz torah.
Rabbi Yehuda Heber
See my previous email about the proof from Yosef's mila that he is not an Egyptian.

Regarding the fact that Yosef might be from bnei keturah who according to some were
also mahulim, there are also many answers. below are 3 answers that resonates with
me:

1) It is possible that the medrash that says that yosef showed his bris as proof that he
is from bnei yisroel, goes according to the opinions (and rashi in 2 ,01 "2Th10 among
them) that only bnei avraham from keturah were chayev in mila, but not
their descendants. So the fact that yosef is mahul is proof that he is from bnei yisroel.

(And the other opinions that say that all nn1o 12 (not only Avraham's sons) had a bris,
argue on the medresh that yosef showed them the bris as proof. (Rashi brings only
about mitzriim being forced to get a bris, not about bnei keturah)).
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2) Bnei keturah don't do nyno, Yosef showed that he had mila and priah, so he must
be from bnei Yisroel.

NINTI X7 DY L(X 2 1'N NN ;0N DMK NARY ;2 RY NN 'RN) NYRNI91 DRAYN NNI0R N2 'R
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3) There were probably very few na1oj7 12 in Egypt, so the fact that he is mahul, shows
that he is not an Egyptian. Now that he is not an Egyptian, it is already very likely that
he is from Bnei yisroel (even though he could perhaps also technically be from bnei
keturah). It was one of the proofs among others (like the fact he spoke lashon kodesh
etc).

Rabbi Yehuda Heber

Gut voch,

First, 1 enjoyed your talk at the Shluchim kinus, and listened to it again on your
podcast. Yasher koach!

I’'m responding to the question of what does it help that Yaakov bought the kever from
Esav, based on the din that the children can nullify the sale.

Yaakov did NOT buy it from Esav, as it was defacto already Yaakov’s, as he was the
bechor, or for other reasons. When Rashi uses the pronoun chelko — his portion, the
word ‘his’ is not referring to Esav, but rather to Yaakov. He gave Esav all that money to
settle what he thought may be a nuisance lawsuit contesting Yaakov’s right to the
kever. Sometimes it's more expedient to settle than to fight.

And should you think that this is an exorbitant amount of money to settle a nuisance
lawsuit, that is why Rashi continues and explains that Yaakov felt that ‘nichsei chutz
laaretz ainum kdai |i’. He essentially has no interest in benefitting from nichsei chutz
laaretz, so he just as well could give it to his brother. If you say that he PAID for
ESAV’s kever, what's the pshat in ‘nichsei chutz laaretz ainum kdai I’ - he IS USING IT
to make a valuable purchase!



Again, thanks for your podcast.

Rabbi Avi Grossbaum

Thank you for the questions!

1) Regarding why Ya’akov's purchase helped. First of all there was a benefit that
perhaps Esav’s family wouldn’t complain that it's a gnai not to be buried there after all
why would they be interested in it. Additionally perhaps the din of the Shulchan Aruch
only applies to a buyer who isn’t also part of the family but if the buyer is a family
member himself the din doesn’t apply as there is an equal ganai for him not to be buried
there.

2) Regarding the contradiction in Rashi. Perhaps according to Rashi the din of kavod for
a grandfather is rooted in the obligation to honor one’s father. Honoring one’s
grandfather honors one father which is gufa why there is a bigger mitsva to honor one’s
father. Based on this a grandson can certainly be a go’el hadam to his grandfather as
this is kovod for his father.

3) Regarding the proof of the mila. Rashi adds that he showed them that he spoke
Hebrew in order to answer this question. A Canani could speak Hebrew and an
Yismaeli could have mila but only Jews had both. Alternatively, the scar of an mila from
an 8 day old mila is different than a 13 year old.

Akiva lbragimov
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Hi my name is Sruly Modes and | would like to offer several answers to the riddles.

1. A) The Ein Yaakov explains Yaakov knew the family wouldn't agree to return so much
money for the plot. B) Rashi holds Pgam is only when burying a stranger in a family
plot. C) When there's limited plots it's not Pgam to bury one family member over
another. D) The Chasam Sofer explains truthfully the plot was Yaakov's who bought the
bechora, the "sale" was only to avoid a fight. E) Eisav Harosha couldn't be buried next
to a tzadik regardless.

2. A) R' Shlomo Kluger explains being goel hadam is Kibud Av which overrides Koved
Zekno. B) Many hold this Chiuv is only bechayei Hav. C) The Kli chemda explains
unlike Kibud Av this Chiuv is not to a Rotzeich. D) The Ber Hasade explains there's only
a Chiyuv on "Hidur" like here, not on "Koved" like in Makos.

3. A) The Marsha says Bnei Ketura didn't do Priyah which wasn't yet given, Tosfos says
Bnei Avrom did. B) The Chizkunie explains milah on a baby looks different then a
teen's. C) The Shach explains he was showing he's from the few born moel. D)
Speaking the language was proof he wasn't Bnei Ketura, Milah was proof he wasn't a
Knanei. E) The Klei Yaker learns showing Milah was a way of saying he was Goder
Be'arayos.

Hi Reb Dovid , here are answers to your riddles

1. the qorr ‘pimaini n'kninl 0"awn all say that this |7 is only when they are ann to bury all
the family in that place, so it would not apply to 1wy's family. Also its only a |71 if the
family protests the sale which isn't applicable here.



2. The miT 1 says that if not for ""wn he would say that even though he is commanded to
honour his grandfather it is still not a contradiction to the xana because since his
grandfather killed his father he must kill his grandfather to stand up for his fathers 112,
however generally there is still a 2rrn on him to give his grandfather T12>. and the npn
n"77 "o 11 n"Iw) aj7v') says that this is what '"wn on the xana means, that only when it
goes against his fathers 712> then he is not "ntm on the T2 of his grandfather.

Another answer is given by the 1"I'"a bw nnnax T ninan who answers X"pya 9"y in n"lv
n"o "o p"Imnn that the arrn to give T to the grandfather is only when the father is still
alive, but here the father is dead so there is no arrn (however the n'"ax naxw in the ma
nw npn says that from the pw% of the waTn that "wn brings is not yvnwn like that
because the wnTn brings znx' how was already dead).

3. The na" in nnp2a says that amnio had mixed up all the nations so therefore ain 9"y
Yosef was not from n11oj 12 so his n7m would be a n'x1 that his is a 7xwr. also see
the 2"y 0" "1 TN10 'Ma and the 2™ nix "2 nixn) Nn"n) at length who discusses this |1y.

['772 N7 NN

Gateshead England

| think there are multiple answers: A) maybe they would not come and demand it back,
and if they do he gets his money back. B) If Yaakov dies first he would get to be buried
there before esav. C) This takana is lichora only for the bnei mishpacha to demand it
back because they did not sell it, but the seller himself would have forfeited his rights.
D) It's a takanas chahamim that would only apply lichora if esav was also nhin n*jm.

Samuel Obstfeld
Hi,
Some answers to the riddles of the week:

1) The Chasam Sofer (Parshas Vayechi) alludes to this question and answers it. On the
well-known midrash regarding Naftali, Chushim and Esav's head, he asks why
Esav's descendants thought they had any claim to the kever at all if Yaakov's sons had



a shtar mechira, and answers that there was a legal dispute between
Esav's descendants, who were making a claim using the Gemara/Shulchan Aruch, and
Yaakov's descendants, who responded that since Yaakov was the bechor the reasoning
behind the Gemara (that it protects the family's honor) counsels that it belong to him.
For a while it appears the descendants of Esav had the upper hand, since they
guestioned why Yaakov paid for it if he deserved it anyway by virtue of the bechora, but
ultimately Yaakov's sons prevailed by retorting with a Gemara that says that sometimes
people will pay for what they're already entitled to in order to avoid court. So, going back
to riddle: it's true that strictly following the Gemara/Shulchan Aruch would result in the
kever still belonging to Esav's descendants; however, between the shtar mechira and
Yaakov's status as bechor, there were countervailing factors in this case that led to the
opposite result.
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2) To some degree | think the question answers itself: since one is chayav to honor his
father more than his grandfather, if his grandfather kills his father that rule would dictate
that the honor of his father is greater and he must kill his grandfather. Still, that answers
isn't altogether satisfying since the lashon of Rashi is "v'eino muzhar al k'vodo", which
sounds like he doesn't owe any obligation to the grandfather at all. At least one
alternative answer is mentioned by my Rebbi Rav Tzvi Einstadter in his Sefer Meor
Mordechai (beginning on p. 355): according to the Maharam Schick, the chiyuv to honor
one's grandfather is only a byproduct of their obligation to honor their father (either
because it's something their father wants them to do and gets enjoyment from or,
alternatively, something that the father is obligated to do and transfer over to the son).
So once the grandfather kills the father that logic would no longer apply and the chiyuv
would fall away.




3) Another question brought down in the Meor Mordechai (p. 353), where Rav
Einstadter cites the Birkei Yosef who explains that in fact Rashi argues on the Rambam
and according to Rashi (Sanhedrin 59b s.v. I'rabos b'nei ketura) only the actual b'nei
ketura were obligated to circumcise, but their descendants were not. Alternatively, to
answer why the mila was necessary at all given all of the other signs Yosef gave
(mentioning the sale etc.), Rav Einstadter cites the Chasam Sofer who says that the
mila was not intended to show that he was Yosef, but to show that he had not sinned
with the b'nos mitzrayim (which would, per the Gemara in Eruvin 19a, caused the mila
to return). According to this answer, whether the b'nei ketura were circumcised or not
wouldn't matter since that wasn't what he was trying to prove.
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Best,

David Birnbaum

Dear Dovid,

You asked with reference to the midrash that in order to show that he was actually
Yosef, he showed his brothers his brit milah, how could this convince the brothers, as
the bnei Ketura are also circumcised?

While this question seems to have a couple of answers (there is no indication that the
viceroy of Egypt would be from Ketura, the circumcision of the bnei Ketura is done
without priya and therefore (presumably?) looks different, | believe there is a better
guestion that can be asked from an adjacent midrash. When the Egyptian people are
starving for bread, Paroh tells them to go to Yosef, and 41:55) iwyn p>%7 X' WwK) -
Rashi quotes the midrash that says that Yosef required the Egyptians to be circumcised
as a condition of purchasing food. According to this midrash therefore, everyone in

Egypt was circumcised, and why would Yosef being circumcised demonstrate his true
identity??

Best regards

Ariel Davis



1) I admit I did not get to Bava Basra daf 100 in Yeshiva — I had to learn this Gemara from scratch.
According to the Nimukei Yosef, the pgam mishpacha is that the relatives of the niftar will be buried
next to a stranger. Following this interpretation, there is no difficulty here since the other relatives of
Eisav were anyway not going to be buried in the Mearas Hamachpeila (just as the Shevatim were not
buried there), therefore they had no claim against Yaakov.

According to Rabbeinu Gershom (and Rashi with the Rashash’s girsa) the pgam mishpacha refers to
the niftar himself that he doesn’t have a place to be buried. Now the question comes back: there
certainly was pgam that Eisav lost his place in the Mearas Hamachpeila — how could Yaakov buy it
from him?

I think one could argue that Yaakov also was going to have pgam being buried next to Eisav, who was
considered a Mumar. When the one purchasing the kever would suffer a pgam if the seller is buried
there, he has a right to purchase the kever.

2) Rav Sholom Kluger z”1 in Shu”t Tuv Taam V’daas (212) brings an answer to this question: When the
Goel Hadam kills the murderer, he takes revenge for the murder. In this case then, by killing the
grandfather he honors the father, and since kavod aviv is a greater chiyuv that kavod avi aviv, kavod
aviv takes precedence and he is allowed to do this.

To explain why killing the murderer is kavod aviv, I would add what the Rokeach says in Parshas
Maasei: He says just as we find by Zecharia that the blood would not rest until revenge for the death
was taken, so too, one who is killed beshogeig, his blood finds no rest and “screams out” until the Goel
Hadam takes revenge for the murder by killing the murderer.

However, one could argue this answer in not meduyak in Rashi who says “eino muzhar bechvodo”.

A second, very similar, answer could be that the chiyuv to honor the grandfather is a form of honoring
the father. In this case it is a bigger kavod to the father to kill the grandfather than not to in order to
avenge the murder as explained above. The advantage of saying the answer this way is it fits better in
the words of Rashi “eino muzhar bechvodo” - that means there is no mitzvah to honor the grandfather
‘mitzad atzmo’ — only as a means of honoring the father, which does not apply here.

A third answer I would attempt to say, but have no proof for (other than to answer this question) is that
the mitzvah to honor the grandfather is a mitzvah kiyumis, but not chiyuvis. Rashi is careful to write he
is not “muzhar” in the kavod of his grandfather, meaning he won’t be mevateil an assei if he does
something against his kavod.

3) One answer Mefarshim give is Yosef showed them 2 simanim: a) the milah b) he spoke lashon
hakodesh.

A second answer is he said “I have milah like you” meaning bnei keturah did not do priyah, but the
shevatim — and Yosef — did do priyah, as is the mitzvah for Klal Yisroel.
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20.
21.
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23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.

DATING QUESTIONS

What are some things about yourself that you are most proud of? It could be personality traits,
personal accomplishments, or specific things that you have done.

What does it mean to you to be a Jew?

What are your goals? What would you like to accomplish in the next five years?

What would it take to make you happy in life? What makes you sad?

How have you grown or changed in the past 5 years?

What are you doing currently to maintain your spiritual growth?

What are some of the challenges you’ve had to face in life, and how did you deal with them?
Who are your closest friends? What are they like?

Who has been your childhood best friend? How long have you been friends?

. Who is your best friend now?
. What quality do you look for in a friend?

. What is the most significant quality of a lasting friendship? How do you demonstrate those

qualities?

What career field would you like to enter? What made you choose that field?
How do you feel about learning vs. working or a combination?

Do you enjoy learning? Do you make it a priority?

How ambitious are you?

Do you enjoy your job? Why?

Do you think you’ll be working in the same field in ten years?

How do you balance working towards success and spending time at home?
What is your neighborhood like? Do you like it?

Why did you family choose that area? What are the people like?

Would you like to continue living in there after you are married?

Do you have a Rebbe you are close to? Why did you choose him?

Which shul do you attend? Why did you choose that shul?

Do you daven with a minyan? How important is it for you?

What is your typical day like?

What do you like about yourself and why?

What is your best quality?
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30.
31.
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33.
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35.
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39.
40.
41.
42.
43,
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.

53

54,
55.
56.

57.
58.
59.

How would you describe your personality?
Do you consider yourself a happy person?

What would you like to change about yourself?

. What things about yourself are you trying to work on improving?

Do you feel yourself getting angry often?

When you are feeling down, what do you do to raise yourself up?

When you are going through a difficult situation, who would you turn to for advice?
What situations make you irritable? How do you react?

How do you tend to resolve a difficult decision? Give appropriate examples is possible.
Are you organized? Do you take charge?

Are you involved in Chessed?

What Chessed do you feel you do both in and out of the home?

What are your major principles?

Do you think you’ve acquired these principles from your home, parents, friends or Rabbi?
Whom do you most admire? Who is your role model?

Who has been the greatest influence in your life? What did they do for you?

Do you enjoy kiruv?

Have you heard any good shiurim?

How do you like to spend Shabbos?

What is your Shabbos table like?

What would you like your own Shabbos table to be like?

Do you enjoy guest?

How important are singing and Divrei Torah at the table?

Why do you want to get married?

. What does marriage and having a spouse mean to you?

What do you hope/expect to bring to a spouse’s life?

What are some of the first things you look for in a potential spouse?

In what ways would you like a potential spouse to be similar to you? In what ways would you
prefer (or at least accept) a potential spouse to be somewhat different that yourself?

What needs do you expect your spouse to meet?

How much can you or can’t you be there for the other person?

Do you put yourself or the other person first?
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How do you settle differences?
Who is one couple you admire? Why?

What type of parent do you want to be?

. Are you close to your parent(s)?

How large of a family would you like to have?

What type of children do you hope to raise?

Would you bring up your children the same way your parents raised you?
What would you do the same as your parents? What would you do differently?
What is the best way to instill positive values into your children?

What are your ideas on disciplining children?

What is your opinion on women working while raising children?

. What schools and camps would you want your kids to attend?

What are your favorite places to go?

What was your favorite vacation?

Where do you hope to travel someday? Why?

What are your siblings like? Which one are you closest to and why?

Do you spend time with your siblings? Nieces/nephews?

What was/is your favorite family tradition?

What schools did you attend? Why did your parents/you choose those schools?

What did you like/dislike about your schools?

What type of student are you?

Were you close to any of your teachers?

What camps did you attend? What was your favorite thing about going to camp?

If you won the lottery tomorrow, what would be the first thing you would do?

Describe the most adventurous thing you have done. Would you do it again?

Describe a time in your life where you felt close to Hashem. Why did you feel that way more
than any other time?

How would you deal with a situation where someone embarrassed you in public? Would you
respond back?

How do you feel about taking risks?

What is one decision you regret making?
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How do you tend to go about things when you are in an environment in which you don’t know
anyone (new shul, social event, etc.)?

What misconception do people have of you?

What do you do in your free time?

Are you into sports? Music?

What do you like to do for entertainment?

What books do you read?

Do you spend time on the phone?

What is your opinion on social media?

What are your most unusual/funniest dating experiences?

What is your impression of the president? What do you like/dislike about him and his policies?
How do you feel about the political situation in Israel?

100. To what do you contribute the growing anti-Semitism in the world?




