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HEADLINES SHOW ON WEARING HAT AND GARTEL FOR DAVENING AND TZITIS OUT

Can you please explain to me what the issues are surrounding proper dress for
davening? Does one need to wear a hat, jacket? Can one wear short sleeves,
sweatpants, t-shirt etc.?

Gets to the core of two major issues of introduction that must be addressed and
serve as backbone of our discussion-

1. appropriate dress and what's this all about when it comes to tefillah — Shabbos
10a, Rambam chapter 5 of hilchos tefillah, SA Siman 91. Dress in these areas is
coming from a sense of nichbadus. When we talk about proper levush for
davening, the yesod hadavar is nechbadus which is what emerges broadly
from the poskim. That’s b’etzem what that halachah here is teaching us. It’s
one of the things SA Siman 98 says one should wear a begged meyuchad for
tefillah like KHG

2. The second level of these halchos is being magdir what’s called nechbad-
the way one dresses in front of respectable people, dress for a banquet, how
one walks outside in the street and what’s appropriate dresswear in general.
It may even depend from country to country and continent to continent, and
century to century and decade to decade, and therefore the halachah depends
upon where one lives and how one dresses. This is where the questions
become more technical; is that OK for davening or not? Clear in rishonim and
poskim that geder of nechbadus in levush for tefillah is based upon acceptable
mode of dress in that particular local. See Rambam, SA, MB for this point.

What if that’s the only minyan, so he needs to choose between davening with a
minyan without a hat, or davening be’ye’chidus with a hat?

Here we need to talk about what happens when there is a tension as you can’t do
two things ideally-similar shayla: is it better to daven before netz with a minyan or
after netz without a minyan? Most poskim posit better to daven with a minyan. Here
to, RSZA is Halichos Shlomo says one shouldn’t be mafsid tefillah b’tzibbur if don’t



have a hat as its more important to daven b’tzibbur without a hat then to daven
byechidus with a hat. Rav Chaim Kanievsky in Daas Noteh 1:59 paskens the opposite
that tefillah btzibbur is a maalah- “yishtadel”, while dressing properly is a
requirement and more important than tefillah btzibbur, and therefore one
shouldn’t daven b’tzibbur without a hat.

Someone wears a hat for davening, but doesn’t have one with him. Can he daven
with a minyan, or does he need to wait to get his hat and daven with a later
minyan?

Certainly, a strong argument can be if you are someone who always wears a hat for
davening its best to wait for later minyan if there is one and its possible and not a
very big tirchah. But, mtzad sheini if dressed properly and go from place to place at
times without a hat, an argument can be made that it’s not necessary. The answer
is it depends on factors, circumstances, and the person himself. Some people
wouldn’t have a hava mina to do it one way or the other. Its pashut for one person
to daven without a hat, or its pashut for another to wait till one gets a hat. Both are
correct.

What if he wants to change the style of hat, e.g., from Borsalino to Shteimel?

Shevet Halevi 10:18 regarding chasid wearing litvish hat and Litvak wearing a
shtreimel to daven on Purim; his yesod as long as its proper and not being done as
a joke its muttar because ikar is to be covered and dressed, not what you are
wearing. Maybe he would say the same all year, maybe not, but the yesod is a yesod.

A bachur in yeshiva wants to stop wearing a hat, but his parents want him to
continue following the family minhag. Can he stop wearing the hat?

Not a small matter to drop a family minhag- see my MM in MOM about nusach
hatefillah, donning tefillin on chol hamoed, making foods for YT and more. Wearing
a hat may not be a minhag, it may be a halachah, and therefore a child can do
something different in the realm of halachah then his father. Rav Chaim Kanievsky
in Daas Noteh 1;111 says that it’s a mitzvah to listen to your father if he wants you
to wear a gartel, so Ichorah the same thing is true here.

But there is a larger issue here that must be taken into account- a parent is watching
a child move away from their mores and how to handle that. The hat of course is



not the issue and there are bigger issues, and the parent should probably first
address those.

A bachur wants to start wearing a hat, but his parents don’t want him to. Can he
ignore them? Can he wear it behind their backs?

Bachurim ask me this all the time. Two issues that are conflicting here- kibud av
v'em VS. levush in davening- is hat deoraysa derabanan- no! Is it appropriate? For
this boy it now is! Similar to shayla earlier about tefillah b’tzibur vesus without a hat

Therefore, must weigh mitzvas kibud av v'em deoraysa element that make this
guestion larger than just to wear or not to wear a hat. When it comes to Shabbos,
a child can disobey a parent as is paskened in SA 240:15. Terumas Hadeshen siman
40 cited in SA 240:25 about disobeying parents to learn Torah in another town
against will of his parents. This doesn’t seem to be close to the latter and it should
be discussed b’derech kavod. A child should be very cautious and should make sure
he’s speaking with his rebbi about it. However, Rav Chaim Kanievsky in Daas Noteh
1: 102 is clear that don’t have to listen to parents as proper levush like a hat is indeed
meakev.

Can a shul require a dress code for daveners, which includes wearing a hat and
jacket? Is that policy going to be halachically binding on those who daven in the
shul?

story with Dr. Paul when | made some new regulations on dresswear in shul. The
new policy required that socks must be worn with sandals, and he placed his pink
socks over his sandals. My reaction then would be different then now; however, |
did the right thing then.

A shul with its Rav and zayin tovei hair-board have a right make takanos for the
tzibbur just like when it comes to dinei mamanos, hilchos sakanah and the like. See
Teshuvas Chelkas Yaakov 1:79 for an example of a shul with established takanos
built into tefillah in that shul including only a chazan who has beard can be the shatz.
If this is how things are being set regarding dress then yes, just like a no talking policy
or no-phone in shul policy. Yes, its binding and can have a knas if its established and
accepted and agreed upon.



Is a baseball hat sufficient to fulfill the concept/mitzvah/obligation of wearing a
hat?

Story of Rabbi Kirshenbaum and his father wearing a hat with shirt out to bentch
and his father called him out on it because missing the point. Others hold that its
davka OK to bentch like that and | know of gedolei Yisroel who did bentch like that.
However, wearing a baseball hat in my opinion is missing the point of why a hat is
worn.

Quote RSZA opposing wearing a jacket half off over tefillin- same idea and concept
on the other hand, Chazon Ish permitted davening like that as that’s how its worn
for shacharis and its kavodik as such.

Cite here machlokes rishonim including sefer hachinuch and regarding why KHG is
dressed “lkavod ulitiferes” either because chitzoniyus meorer penimiyus or
outward dress raises the status of job that one is doing in one’s own eyes. See my
drashah about this.

SA Siman 98 says one should wear a begged meyuchad for tefillah like KHG

If everyone wears hats in a shul, is a visitor who does not wear a hat halachically
required to wear a hat due to minhag hamakom? What if only a majority of the
regulars in the shul wear hats, but not everyone?

Not certain if that creates minhag unless they say so, and some places do. If the Shul
has a minhag and is makpid, that is one thing, but if the shul isn’t or it’s a shteibel
and people are in and out it’s hard to say that there is a minhag hamakom. | think
the latter is the more common understanding. Some Shuls have rule for the shatz
and that of course would be binding on the visitor.

Is there a requirement, or at least a mitzvah, to wear a hat at times other than
davening?

1.Bentching- MB 183:11
2.kiddush SSKHC 47-27

3.getting an Aliyah- shaar efrayim 3-18



4.Shabbos- different opinions- kavod Shabbos as begged meyuchad but nothing to
do with tefillah. Sefer Chassidim held it was inappropriate to only wear hat on
Shabbos.

Let’s change gears and discuss wearing a gartel for davening. What’s the source?
Two sources- libo roeh es haervah: Belt takes care of that

-Hikon Likraas: That’s where a Gartel comes in
It is a requirement?
Brought in SA 91:2 “tzarich” even if you are wearing a belt because of Hikon
What are the heterim to not wear it?
BY cited by MB 91:4 and others- if you don’t always wear it throughout the day

Poskim contemporarily- Teshuvos v'hanhagos 1:69, Steipler, and RSZA in Halichos
Shlomo 11 in Orchos Halachah 45 no gartel because doesn't match a short coat only
an overcoat etc. People used to wear belts as sign of chashivus and kavod and it
matched their clothing which today it doesn’t.

litvish typically wear hats, but not gartels. What’s the difference between them?
It seems the Gartel has a stronger source in Chazal than a hat, yet we’re more
lenient on the gartel than the hat.

BY and MB etc. speak out a heter so we are somech on the heter. MB says midas
chasidus to wear a gartel even with all this.

MB says to wear a hat as do poskim of that era and nobody greater than them ever
said explicitly that doesn’t apply anymore because we don’t dress like that. Those
who say that are being medayek or somech on JFK who removed his hat and thus
all American’s did so who says we can and should. The halachah remains.

Furthermore, it’s still is a formal attire and is mechubad. tzitz eliezer 13:13 need
hat lechatchillah even if it's hot, no heter to stop wearing a hat.

Tzitiz Out?

Different minhagim- Sephardim wear in, Ashkenazim in and out, Chasidim over
their shirts (Halchah VS. Kabalah regarding wearing tzitis in)



Mechaber in siman 8:11 and 24:1- may be a setirah if tzitis are worn over clothing

MB in 8: 26 has very powerful language about wearing them out- mevazeh the
mitzvah, asid liten es hadin, and his mashal about the present from the king.

Aruch Hashulchan indicates better to wear out, acknowledges people aren’t
wearing them out, but shouldn’t be embarrassed to do mitzvos hashem.

Historically- As far as | understand Tzitis were not worn out by Rabanim and
talmidim in Yeshivos in Litvish world. Rav Aharon told me that his rabeyim did not
wear tzitis out in Mir and not in other yeshivos either before or after the war.

Today like in many areas we have upgraded the way we do mitzvos- with daled
minim, with kashrus, matzo’s, tefillin, tzitis- all the mitzvos we do are being done
with great alacrity. That is not to say that we are motzi laaz on rishonim, but when
the opportunity exists due to a variety of reasons to do things better, we do. Mikvah
today VS. yesteryear we have skill and opportunity to craft and manufacture things
better, so if we do so on gashmiyus why not do so in ruchniyus as well.

Yeshivish Levush?

1. Clothing are important- “mani mechabdusi” clothing define a person, describe a
person, speak to who a person is.

2.Clothing also are a form of identity and describe to what class and group one
belongs-

3. Clothing that a person wears have an impact and influence upon him and his
actions- Gemara about sinning go wear black clothes. KHG clothing effect his service.

4. As such, yeshiva buchrim dress in a way that is representative of who they are
and the Torah they learn and Hashem’s world-

5.While there is something to style as well and dressing nicely for sure, but when it
becomes extreme, like when anything becomes extreme, that’s also problematic.
Tight pants, straight or spread collar, how many buttons on shirt, pleats or no pleats.
So yes, we must dress nice and proper, but there must be a balance that needs to
be struck. Goal of “yeshivish” attire is supposed to speak to these points; honorable,
respectable, simple, clean, raise one’s status and help his be the person he should.



Rabbi Zvi Ron
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