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Aryeh’s Pshetl

Today, I'd like to explore a question that reflects how the Torah, though given
thousands of years ago, remains deeply relevant in addressing the challenges of the
modern world. By examining how halacha approaches the merging of timeless Torah
values with advancements in technology and medicine, we can see the enduring
wisdom and guidance it provides in our lives today.

In light of the recent war in Israel, where many soldiers have tragically lost limbs in
combat, an intriguing halachic question arises: If a soldier who lost his arm and receives
a transplanted arm from a cadaver, does the transplanted arm have the halachic status
of “17” for the mitzvah of |"7'an?

The Torah commands, “7T' 2V NIX? n'nI” —there must be an NIX on your arm. Does this
transplanted arm qualify as your arm?

Additionally, while the transplanted arm presents one set of challenges, advances in
technology raise a even more intriguing halachic question, what is the halachik status of
a bionic arm. Would it be considered “q1"?

To approach this question, let’s consider a related discussion in ANNKX NI27N. The D'poia
in (n"nn [p'0) 1NV IN7W rule that if one grafts a branch from a lemon tree onto an
esrog tree, the fruit that grows on this branch is 7109 and is called a 2121In-(mixture),
seemingly, it retains the halachic status of lemons. It does not become part of the esrog
tree; rather, it maintains its own identity. This would imply that a grafted or
transplanted entity does not become 01/part of the original source but retains its
autonomy.

However, we find a D'poian npi?nn why a 2127m is 2109. The wia7 states that the reason
is because the grafting of another ' is an n1'ay, and you can’t be ANNX NIxXn 0''pn with
something that was done thru an n1'av

According to this logic, it would seem that a grafted lemon branch does become a part
of the ANNN tree, it’s only 7109 because of a side problem. As such, the attached arm
would become part of the soldier.

However, the 170 and most other 0'p0Ia hold that it’s 7109 because it remains a lemon
and does not become 7102 to the tree. Following this logic, a transplanted arm should
retain its own identity and not be considered as the soldier’s arm for |"7'an.



However, we find an apparent contradiction in (:an) nvIo NJon which discusses the
nia%7n of n7v. If a branch from a one-year-old tree (n77') is grafted onto a twenty-year-
old tree (n1'p1), the Gemara rules that the fruits produced are not considered n71v. The
younger branch becomes 7021 to the older tree, and the fruits are regarded as part of the
mature tree. This seems to suggest the opposite principle: that a grafted entity can
indeed lose its independent status and become part of the source.

How, then, do we reconcile these two rulings? The Gemara in nDLID resolves a similar
contradiction between the nawn that says the fruit isn’t N7V and the Xxn'2a that says it
is N7V, by differentiating between grafts of the same |'a and those of different n'a'n.
When the graft comes from the same species, it becomes 701 and integrates with the
host. However, when the graft comes from a different species, it retains its autonomy.
Thus, by an esrog tree and a lemon branch—being from different n'a'n—the graft
retains its identity as a lemon. But in the case of N1y, where the graft is of the same |'n,
it becomes 702 to the tree.

Applying this distinction to our case: A human arm transplanted onto another human is
12'N2 |'n (same species). Therefore, the arm becomes 702 to the soldier, and it would be
considered his arm for the mitzvah of |"2'an.

According to this, if the transplanted arm were later detached, even if it originated from
a non-Jew, it would require burial and would be 7nixa xnv like the arm of a Jew, as it
had become integrated with the Jewish body. You could however be p7nn and say it’s
only 701 so long as it’s attached, however, once detached, it would revert back to its
original status.

But what about a bionic arm? If a soldier receives an artificial arm that is permanently
attached, controlled by his brain impulses, and functions like a natural arm, does it have
the halachic status of "797"? On the one hand, the X”awn in n'an NN

(nxp7 In'o 7V |N21Y) teaches us that those items that are permanently attached to the
body, such as dyed hair or body makeup, become part of the person and do not
constitute a nx'xn for N2120. By extension, a bionic arm, which is permanently affixed
and indispensable to the individual, could be considered part of his body.

However, there is a critical distinction: While it may not be a nx'xn for n%'av, does that
confer upon it the halachic status of an "arm"? The X”2w7’s principle ensures that
attached items are not external barriers, but it does not necessarily grant them the
halachic identity of the body part itself. Thus, the question remains unresolved
regarding a bionic arm.



However, we have another case where the X”aw1 would make a difference.

If a soldier had a part of his skull shot out, and received a metal implant

|"29N NNan DIpNa, would he be able to put it on the metal plate?

The (7' |7 9'vo 12 [N'D) NN NAWN says, that in regards to |'7'an a, XINT %2 Nx'XN. any
separation at all, is 7109. According to the X”awn, we can say that since he never wants
to take out the plate, it becomes 702 to his head and would be a good |'7'an nnan. This
is different from an arm, over there, you are adding the entire arm, which doesn’t get a
T 0w, however over here he’s only getting an implant into the head, so it becomes 702.

It turns out there is a N'81 to this X120 from the (n”n (p'o T 720 N”Ix) NnwnN NNAX, who
says someone who lost all his hair and glued permanent hair to his head would be able
to put on |"2'an, even though a XINnT 22 nx'x¥N is 2109. According to our X110, this makes
sense, as it becomes part of the head and since it’s his own body, it isn’t a nx'xn.

In conclusion:

The arm of a cadaver would likely be "wa for |*7'an.
there is no direct proof that a bionic arm is 7.

A plate implanted in the skull would be 2wa for |*2'an.
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