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Dear Rabbi Wasserman X"0°9w,

Thank you for hosting such an informative and engaging episode on sheitels on the
Headlines podcast. While the panelists were thoughtful and articulate, we believe that several
foundational elements of the sugya warrant further clarification, as they directly affect the
parameters of the permission for wigs as kisuy rosh.

Most fundamentally, hair covering is not a chok—an inscrutable decree requiring that a
woman’s hair be concealed. Its purpose is explicit in Chazal’s ruling that a woman who fails to do
so forfeits her kesubah (Kesubos 72): appearing bareheaded constitutes an immodest display that
undermines the sanctity of marriage.

As the panelists noted, many great poskim have permitted wigs as head coverings.!
However, this hetter must be understood through the above lens; it necessarily applies only to wigs
that are plainly identifiable as a covering and styled in a refined manner. Wigs that are
indistinguishable from natural hair or coiffed to attract attention not only fail to adhere to the
explicit purpose of the mitzvah, they undermine it. For this reason, we respectfully disagree with
Rabbi Frank’s assertion that it is better for a woman to wear a natural-looking, provocatively styled
wig than not to cover her hair at all.

We were also struck by Rabbi Ortner’s pivot from noting that the tichel represents the
original and historic Jewish head covering to recommending that a woman almost invariably adopt
her mother’s practice. Were strict filial imitation the governing principle, the sheite/ would not
have gained currency in the first place, and the simple wigs worn in Europe would never have
given way to the glamorous wigs of today. Broader communal vision and values inevitably shape
practice (as explained in this article).

Many today pursue chumros of questionable halachic necessity. It would be far more
valuable to focus on the reasonable and intuitive notion that a properly worn tichel represents a
higher standard of #zmius than even a technically permissible sheitel. At a minimum, our
community should recognize that wigs must be instruments of zznius rather than pritzus; ideally,
we should have the courage and vision to restore the preference for tichels.

Sincerely,
Yaakov Hoffman, Rabbi, Washington Heights Congregation
Moshe Miller, Ph.D., Deputy Chair, Department of Judaic Studies, Lander College for Women

! Although the panelists presented the sugya as supporting the pro-wig position, this is far from clear. Many Acharonim
(including Rav Yaakov Emden and Chasam Sofer) agreed with Be’er Sheva’s strict ruling. In truth, the Rishonim
define the Talmudic term peah nochris as a hairpiece worn by balding women, not as false hair worn by married
women to conceal their own hair. Furthermore, Shabbos 64b does not prove that a peah nochris can be worn in public,
only in private courtyards, where uncovered hair is technically permitted anyway. This last point was misrepresented
on the podcast.


https://www.torahmusings.com/2019/01/reconsidering-the-sheitel/
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