Semicha for Women

CONTROVERSIES FROM Shiur# 548 | Feb 14t 2026
A HALACHIC PERSPECTIVE

DOVID LICHTENSTEIN

The Sin of Complacency

“If you purchase a Hebrew slave, he shall work six years,
and in the seventh he shall go free. ... But if the slave says,
‘...I'will not go free, ... his master shall bore his ear with
an awl, and he shall serve him forever” (Shemos 21:2, 5-6).

Among the many laws in this week’s parashah is that of the Hebrew
indentured servant, who is sold into slavery for six years. If at the end

of that period he chooses to remain with his master, his ear is pierced
and he remains in servitude “forever,” i.e., until the Jubilee year (Rashi
ad loc.).

Our Sages explain the appropriateness of the slave’s punishment:
“|One whose] ear heard at Sinai, ‘B'nei Yisrael are servants unto Me’
(Vayikra 25:55), and then acquired a master, that ear shall be pierced!”
(Rashi).

Rabbi Yisrael Salanter notes that the piercing ritual was unpleasant
for the master as well. So why was he also “punished” this way? After
all, he was such a nice guy that his slave wanted to stay with him!

Stunted Growth

Rabbi Salanter answers that the master erred in fostering an envi-
ronment that legitimizes servitude. Had this slave owner not made
his servant so comfortable, the latter would have learned that man is
not to serve a human master, and he would not even have considered
extending his stay.

No Jew should be happy as a slave, living with a maidservant,
fathering children who are his master’s property, and subjugating
himself to another person. Sure, the master provides the slave with
room and board, but there’s no growth or elevation, only complacency.
Therefore, the master who is guilty of creating such an environment
is subjected to the trauma of piercing the ear. (Adapted from Rabbi
Yissocher Frand, Parshas Mishpatim, “The Sin of the Slave Owner,”
Torah.org)
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